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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A  HIS  Work  has  been  fo  much  retarded 
by  unexpected  incidents,  that  the  Firft  Vo- 
lume only  could  be  publifhed  at  prefent. 
The  Second  will  appear  foon. 


.V 
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JOURNAL,    &c. 


TlEFbRE  I  was  t^ehty-oiie  yeiars  o( 
"^"^  age,  I  refided  for  two  years  at  Paris* 
I  afterwards  made  a  tour  into  Flanders^ 
and  returned  through  France,  fome  time 
previous  to  my  accompanying  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton  to  that  and  other  countries  of 
Europe. 

On  all  thofe  occafions,  the  afJability^ 
the  eafe,  aiid  peculiar  gaiety  of  the  French 
nation  left  a  very  pleafing  impreffion  on 
my  mind,  and  I  often  regretted  that  a  peo- 
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pie  fo  formed  for  enjoying  and  communi- 
cating happinefs,  fliould  labour  under  the 
opprejHion  of  an  arbitrary  government,  and 
unequal  laws, 

I  often  faid,  How  fupremely  happy  would 
a  people  of  fuch  difpofitions  be,  were  they 
to  obtain  a  fyftem  of  government  as  free 
and  impartial  as  that  which  Great  Britain 
has  enjoyed  fmce  the  Revolution! 

From  the  moment,  indeed,  that  I  had 
any  opportunity  of  obferving  how  much 
human  nature  is  expofed  to  be  infulted  and 
degraded,  from  the  want  of  this  blcfling,  I 
Had  moft  earneftly  wifhed  it  to  every  coun- 
try of  the  globe ;  and  when  the  Revolu-» 
tion  took  place  in  France,  in  the  year  1 789, 
I  rejoiced  in  the  hopes  that  fo  extenlivc 
and  populous  a  portion  of  Europe  would 
acquire  it. 

With  fuch  fentiments,  it  was  natural  for 

me  to  have  a  defire  of  viilting  the  fame. 

people  in  a  ftate  of  freedom,  whofe  com- 
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iplicated  oppreflions  I  had  fo  often  lamented 
Under  their  former  government. 

A  very  agreeable  opportunity  of  accom* 
iplifhing  this  defire  Was  propofed  to  me  lafk 

fummer  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  with 
whom  I  had  the  happinefs  of  being  ac* 
quainted  from  his  early  youthj  and  whofe 
father  had  long  honoured  me  with  his 
friendfhip. 

His  Lordfhip's  ill  ftafe  of  health  ren- 
dered a  few  months  refidence  in  a  mild 
tlimate  highly  expedient.  His  plan  was,  af- 
ter a  fhort  ftay  at  Paris,  to  proceed  farther 
South ;  and  to  make  it  flill  more  accept* 
able  to  me*  he  was  fo  oblij^ng  as  to  invite 
the  only  one  of  my  fons  who  had  not 
been  in  France,  to  be  of  the  party. 

We  embarked  at  Dover  on  the  morning 
o^  the  fourth  of  Auguft,  and  in  a  few 
hours  arrived  at  Calais,  where  I  began  the 
following  Journal. 
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Auguft  4,  i-^pzrf 

ON  our  arrival  at  Calais^  we  were  con- 
duced to  the  Town-houfe,  where  a  cir- 
cumftantial  defcription  of  our  features  and  * 
perfons  was  inferted  in  our  paflports  for 

Paris.. 

Auguft  5. 

Lord  Lauderdale^s  delicate  ftate  of  health 
did  not  permit  us  to  go  farther  than  Abbe- 
ville this  day. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  appear 
as  gay  as  ever,  notwithftanding  the  formi- 
dable armies  now  prepared  to  attack  them. 
! — At  one  village,  near  which  we  changed 
horfes,  about  fifty  or  fixty  peafants  were 
dancing  cotillons  on  a  green  plain  under 
the  fhade  of  trees  :  they  difcovered  no 
fear  of  Auftrians  or  Pruffians,  nor  did  cw^e 
of  any  kind  feem  to  difturb  their  minds : 
I  thought  them  equally  cheerful,  and  ra- 
ther better  dreffed  than  I  ever  obferved  the 
peafants  of  this  part  of  France  befofe :  it 

is 
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is  Sunday,  and  of  courfe  they  are  all  in 
their  beft  clothes.  In  the  higher  ranks,  in 
every  country,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee 
people  richly  drefled  with  very  forrowful 
countenances.  I  do  not  recolleft  to  have 
ever  met  with  any  French  people  of  the 
lower  order,  male  or  female,  in  town  or 
country,  with  a  forrowful  face,  when  they 
imagined  themfelves  well  drefled. 

The  laft  time  I  was  at  Abbeville,  I  read 
an  infcription  on  a  column  in  one  of  the 
churches,  rcfpeQ:ing  the  Chevalier  La  Bar, 
who  was  executed  in  this  town  on  account 
of  fome  indignity  he  was  accufed  of  hav- 
ing ihewn  to  an  old  wooden  image  of  the 
Virgin,  which  flood  on  the  bridge.  He 
>vas  faid  to  have  wounded  it  in  the  fhoul- 
der  with  his  couteau  de  chafle,  as  he  flag- 
gered  from  a  tavern,  in  company  with  a 
fet  of  young  men  as  thoughtlefs  and  in- 
toxicated as  himfelf.  This  piece  of  etour- 
derie,    which  might   with   propriety  have 
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been  punifhcd  by  fome  weeks  imprifon-i 
ment,  occafioned  a  greater  alarm,  about 
thirty  years  agO|  in  this  town  and  its 
neighbourhood,  than  the  march  of  th« 
German  armies  at  prefent.  Although  the 
^ound  in  the  imagjC  was  but  flight,  the 
Virgin  was  fuppofed  to  be  mortally  offend- 
ed :  msmy  prayers  and  proceffions  were 
made  to  expiate  the  offence.  After  all| 
fome,  who  judged  of  her  difpof^tioQ  by 
their  own,  took  pain«  to  perfuade  the  peo- 
ple that  nothing  would  fatisfy  her,  or  avert 
the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  but  the  life  of 
the  Chevalier  La  Bar — A  criminal  ^pro-? 
cefs  was  carried  on  with  th?  hotteft  zeal, 
and  a  fentence  obtained  againft  him. 

The  unhappy  yoqth  wfts  beheaded  acr 
cordittgly,  and  an  account  of  the  whole 
tranfadion  was  infcribed  in  letters  of  gold 
in  the  principal  church,  for  the  inftruftion 
of  pofterity.  •  Of  late,  however,  this  in-r 
fgription  has  been   removed,   which    has 

given 
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^ven  offence,  I  underftand,  to  the  zealous 
people  of  this  place. 

While  we  were  at  fupp6r,  the  landlord 

» 

of  the  inn  read  us  part  of  a  lettet  which  he 
had  juft  received  from  Paris,  giving  tux  ac- 
count  of  petitions  th^  had  been  read  in 
the  National  Aflembly,  requiring  a  decla- 
ration of  the  Dechearice,  that  is,  of  the 
King's  having  forfeited  the  crown.  We 
cxprefled  furprife  at  this,  and  I  afked  the 
landlord  what  he  thought  of  it  ?  "  Mais*  ma 
foi,  Monfieur,**  faid  he,  with  emphafis  and 
gefticulation-^and  then  paufing,  he  turned 
the  anfwer  into  a  queftion,  faying,  *'  f  Qne 
voulez-vous  qu  on  penfe,  Monfieur  ?'*  This 
Was  the  amount  of  the  landlord's  opinion, 
which  he  never  varied,  though  he  fpoke 
feveral  times  afterwards  on  the,  fame  -fub- 

*  'Faith,  Sir, 

+  What  would  you  have  me  to  think  ? 

^  4  Cler- 
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Clermont,  Aqguft  6^ 

We  met  many  carriages  with  people  fly-r 
ing  from  Paris  ;  wherever  we  flopped,  or 
had  any  opportunity  of  converfiqg  witU 
them,  they  gaye  an  alarming  account  of 
the  ftate  of  that  city,  and  were  furprifed  a( 
pur  thiuking  of  going  there  at  this  time. 
They  all  feemed  to  be  imprefled  with  the 
notion  that  ap  important  event  is;  about  to 
happen. 

One  man  faid,  that  certain  people  had 
been  of  late  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  which 
would  break  out  on  the  ninth  of  this  month • 
We  could  not  help  fmiling  at  the  notion  of 
a  confpiracy  which  was  fo  well  known  bcr 
forehand,  and  confidered  his  apprehenfipns 
as  groundlefs.  - 

I  afked,  however,  of  a  genteel  looking 
man  who  had  juft  arrived  at  this  place  in 
the  Diligencei  whether  he  thought  there 
was  any  danger  in  being  at  Paris  ?  "  Pas  le 

moindre,"' 
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moiadre  V*  anfweredher  They  talk,  fkid  I# 
of  dethroning  the  K,ing.  "  Tant  pis  pour 
lui,"  faid  the  man  j  "  mais  cela  ne  vous  re-» 
garde  pas  f.'*  To  hear  a  Frenchman  talk 
with  fo  much  indifference  of  dethroning  a 
King,  hpwever  petty  the  Monarch  might 
be,  W4S  what  I  did  not  expefl: ;  but  to  hear 
him  fpeak  with  the  fame  indifference  of  de^ 
throning  his  own  King,  that,  I  confefs,  af- 
tonilhed  n^e.  I  remember  the  time  when 
the  moft  dreadful  convulfion  of  nature 
would  have  been  confidered  in  France  as 
of  lefs  importance,  and  wo^^  h^ve  occ9« 
fioned  lefs  alarm, 

Paris,  Aug,  7. 

W?  left  Clermont  early  this  morning,  and 
vrere  too  impatient  to  get  to  Paris,  to  flop 
long  at  Chantilly,  which,  befides,  wears  at 
prefent  a  lefs  inviting  afpe£t  than  it  ufed  to 

*  Not  the  leaft, 
f  So  much  the  worfe  for  him,  but  that  is  nothing 
to  you. 

do. 
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io.  While  the  horfes  were  changing,  I 
aiked  a  poor  fellow  in  rags,  who  ailifted 
the  poftilUon,  if  the  Pebple  wHhed  for  the 
return  of  the  Prince. 

All  the  poor  do,  faid  the  man. 

s 

He  was  very  charitable  then  ?  faid  I. 

^  *  Charitable  comme  nn  autre,**  replied 
Che  man,  •*  mais  it  ^tdit  riche  comme  mille.*" 

It  would  be  unfortunate  for  the  country 
then,  faid  I,  if  his  vaft  eftate  fhould  ever 
be  divided  among  a  thoufand  proprietors  ? 

*^  t  Ouida  pour  les  paiivres  affurement,"* 
replied  he,  **  parceque  c'eft  des  bontes  de$ 
Princes  et  des  Grands  que  les  pauvres  vi- 


vent/' 


:} 


Finding  the  reafoning  of  this  philofopher 
tinanfwerable,  I  took  my  leave  of  him,  and 
proceeded  to  Paris,  where  we  arrived  about 

*  Charitable  like  another  man — ^but  as  rich  as  a 
thoufand. 

f  Yes  afluredly,  for  tifie  poor,  bcJtainfe  it  is  through 
the  bounty  of  Princes  and  Lords  that  the  poor  live. 

two 
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two  o'clod^  at  the  Hotd  de  Mofcovie,  n 
the  &iixi>oiirg  St.  Germdin.  After  iHa-» 
ner  we  drove  to  the  gardens  of  the  Palais 
Royal,  which  fwarqp^ed  with  people  of  alt 
forts,  who  had  as  little  the  air  of  apprehen* 
iion  of  an  approaching  ememy,  and  lefs 
the  air  of  anxiety  of  any  kind  than  tjhofe 

we  left  on    croffing  the  Channel the 

Piazzas  refounded  with  Various  kinds  cf 
muiical  inilruments,  and  the  voices  of  thofe 
who  fung  as  they  walked  or  danced  along.^ 
J  alked  a  Ihopkeepa:  if  they  had  received 
any  very  good  news  frbni  the  Frontiers, 
^'  Rien,  Monfieur/*  anfwered  he,  **  depuil^ 
le^anifefte  de  Brunfwick*/^ 

From  the  Palais  Royal  we  went  to  the 
National  Aflemblyt  Here  the  fcene  was 
not  fo  gay  :  the  debate  was  carried  on 
with  a  degree  of  violence  which  I  have 
hardly  ever  feen  equalled  ;  yet  the  fubjcQ:, 

*  .Nothin|[|  airfwercd  hc>  fincc  Brunfwick's  Mani- 
fcfto, 

while 
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while!  ftaid,  was  not  of  a  nature  Which 
one  could  have  expedted  would  much 
inflame  the  paflioqs-— it  regarded  certain 
bells  which  they  propofed  to  coin  into 
money. 

After  being  informed  of  what  had  pafled 
at  Paris  a  few  days  before  our  arrival,  we 
had  more  reafon  to  be  furprifed  at  the  eafy 
zir  and  gaiety  of  the  inhabitants,  than  at 
thie  alarm  of  thofe  we  met  on  the  road  huiv 
rying  from  this  city, 

:  Qa  the  third  of  this  month,  M,  Dejoly, 
the  Minifter  of  Juftice,  delivered  a  meflage 
10  the  National  Aflembly  from  the  King, 
rcfpeding  the  Manifefto  of  the  Duke  of 
Bfunfwick,  although  his  Majefty  declares 
^  the  fame  time,,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
Manifefto  does  not  bear  fufficient  marks  o£ 
authenticity. — He  aflferts,  that  he  had  been 
averfe  to  the  war,  and  had  adopted  that 
meafure  only  in  compliance  with  the  una- 
ftimous  opinion  of  his  Council  j  but,  that 

fmce 
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fmce  the  declaration  of  war  he  had  negledt* 
ed  no  meafure  to  infure  its  fuccefs ;  that 
his  efforts  woiild  augment  in  proportion  to 
the  urgency  of  events  j  and  that  he  would 
ad:  in  concert  with  the  Affembly,  to  ren- 
der the  evils  infeparable  from  war,  profit- 
able for  the  liberty  and  honour  of  the  na* 
tion — with  many  other  patriotic  expref- 
fions. 

On  its  being  moved,  that  this  meffage 
from  the  King  fhould  be  ordered  to  be 
printed,  which  is  the  ufual  mark  of  rcfpe£t 
fhewn  by  the  Affembly  to  the  addreffes  or 
petitions  it  approves,  the  motion  was  op* 
pofed.  One  of  the  members  obferved,  that 
it  was  not  by  worthy  but  by  aSlionSy  that  the 
King  fhould  prove  his  love  of  liberty  and 
the  conftitution. 

M.  Ifnard  went  farther;  he  offered  *^  to 
prove  that  what  the  King  afferted  was  not 
true."  He  was  interrupted,  not  fo  much 
on  account  of  the  indecency  of  this  expref- 

fion, 
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fiOQ,  as  becaufe  he  vrandered  from  the 
qucftion  in  debate,  which  was,  whether  the 
King*s  letter  ought  to  be  printed  Or  not. — 
It  was  obferved,  that  what  he  had  faid  wai 
precifely  in  point,  becaufe,  if  he  proved 
that  the  contents  of  the  letter  were  not  true, 
it  followed  that  it  ought  not  to  be  printed* 

Ifnard  then  faid,  **  That  when  fanatical 
priefts  had  attempted  to  kindle  a  civil  war, 
the  Aflembly  had  propofed  repreflive  de- 
crees, which  the  King  had  refufed  to  fane-* 
tion. 

**  That  he  had  difmifled  the  patriotic^ 
minifter3  who  poflefTed  the  confidence  of  the 
nation ;  that  he  muft  have  been  acquainted 
for  more  than  a  year ,  with  the  treaty  of 
Pilnitz,  yet  he  had  taken  no  meafure  to  de* 
feat  it,  or  to  procure  allies  for  France ;  that 
theminifters  hadpromifed  to  have  150,00a 
men  ready  to  adj  and  yet,  although  waf 
was  declared,  nothing  near  that  number' 
was  levied,  and  thofe  who  were,  had  not 

been 
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been  properly  armed ;  and  that  every  ttea- 
fure  had  been  taken  to  render  the  enemy^s 
attack  on  France  fuccefsful/' 

Another  member  faid,  "  That  the  only 
thing  which  had  determined  the  King  to 
fend  the  meflage  was,  that  he  knew  that  the 
majority  of  the  feftions  were  about  to  ad- 
drefs  the  Affembly  to  diveft  him  of  the 
crown." 

After  a  warm  debate,  the  letter  from  his 
Majefty  was  not  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  the  fame  day  Petion,  the  mayor  of 
Paris,  at  the  head  of  a  deputation  of  the 
common  council,  and  attended  by  a  great 
number  of  t:itizens  from  the  different  fec-» 
tions,  came  to  the  bar  of  the  Affembly,  and 
prefented  an  addrefs  of  a  very  extraordinary 
naturel 

It  began  by  expreffions  of  forrow  for  the 
neceffity  of  accufmg  the  Chief  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  and  proceeded  to  declare,  **  that 
although  the  people  have  great  reafon  to  b« 
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ctitaged  againft  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  ydt  aS 
the  appearance  of  anger  does  not  become 
power,  they  will  life  the  language  of  mode* 
ration/  In  this  language  of  fnoderationi 
therefore,  all  that  his  enemies  ever  accufed 
the  King  of  previous  to  his  accepting  of  the 
conftitution,  was  minutely  enumerated,  ac- 
companied by  a  declaration  that  all  thbfe 
crimes  were  obliterated,  and  covered  by  the 
pardon  granted  by  the  people.  But  the  ad- 
dreflers  declare^  that  they  cannot  help  meii-^ 
tioning  the  King's  ingratitude  to  a  people 
who  have  behaved  fo  generoufly  to  him* 
**  What  right  had  he  (fay  they)  to  expedt 
they  would  replace  him  on  the  throne,  after 
he  had  attempted  to  fly  from  France  that 
he  might  reign  at  Coblentz  ?  Could  he  found 
his  expedlation  on  his  defcent  from  a  race 
of  kings,  among  twenty  of  which  there 
was  hardly  one  tolerable  ?  Yet  the  nation 
had  forgiven  all,  and  reftored  the  croWn  to 
him,   iince  which  moment  he  had  never 

ceafed 
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Geafed  to  confpire  againft  the  freedom  of 
his  country;  that  an  army  of  traitors,  led 
by  his  brothers,  invaded  France;  that  to 
avenge  the  caufe  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  the 
execrable  Houfe  of  Auftria  defires  to  add  a 
new  page  to  the  hiftory  of  its  crimes,  and, 
adopting  the  horrid  idea  of  Caligula,  wilhes 
at  one  blow  to  ftrike  off  the  heads  of  all  the 
good  citizens  of  France." 

After  more  in  the  fame  drain,  the  addrefs 
concludes  with  requefting,  **  that  the  King 
be  decreed  to  have  forfeited  the  crown  j  that 
the  government  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
patriotic  minifters  named  by  the  people,  till 
a  National  Convention  be  aflembled.'* 

Thefe  being  the  terms  in  which  thofe 

citizens  addrefs  their  King  when  they  are 
calm,  I  (hould  like  to  know  what  language 

they  make  ufe  of  when  they  are  in  a  rage. 

The  addrefs  however,  fuch  as  it  was, 
gained  the  loudeft  applaufe  of  the  people  in 
the  galleries. 

VOL.  I.     ^  C  Tlift 


(    i8    ) 

The  foUdwing  day  an  addrefs  frotjx  the 
fedion  of  Mauconfeil  was.  read  in  the  Af- 
fembly — in  thisj,  fix  hundred  perfoiis  of 
that  fe<9tion  declare,  ^*  that  they  have  coa- 
ceived  the  noble  defign  of  afiuming  their 
rights,  of  reftoring  liberty^  and  deftroying 
defpotifm.  Too  long  (they  fay)  has  a  de- 
fprcable  tyrant  ruled  over  us :  without  trou- 
bling ourfelves  with  enumerating  his  crimes, 
let  us  break  this  Coloffus  of  defpotifm  to 
pieces,  and  may  the  noife  of  his  fall  reach  to 
the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth,  and  make 
every  tyrant  grow  pale  !'* 

It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  this  noble 
defign  of  fix  hundred  perfons  of  the  feftion 
of  Mauconfcil  is  a  pretty  bold  one,  and  as 
boldly  expreifed.  It  would  feem  that  fome 
members  of  a  more  tender  confcience  than 
the  reft,  had  fcruples  about  the  oath  of  fide^ 
lity  they  hadfworn  to  the  King:  thofe  are 
removed  by  the  penner  of  this  curious  ad- 
drefs  with  wonderful  facility ;  tp  break  an 

oath. 
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oath  I  or  to  bre^  the  ColoiTus  qf  defpo^ifiPt 
fQcm$i  equally  eafy  to  him^ 

"  Lft  us  break/'  cried  he,  "  the  oath  wc 
have  taken.'* 

**  J>e  parjure  eft  vertu,  qu*ad  on  9  jur? 
un  crim^" 

The  applaufe  which  this  acJ4ref8  received* 

« 

was  intermixed  \^ith  ^  good  deal  qf  laughi- 
ten  That  fopie  mad  eathufiaft  ftiould 
write  a  foolifh  paper,  aud  get  fb;  huodred 
idle  people  to  iign  it,  muft  be, owned,  13  no 
fuire  indication  of  the  public  mind*  Yet 
fuch  a  paper  being  allowed  to  be  read  in  the 
Nafionid  Aflenjibly,  U  a  proof  that  the  difpo^ 
litiop  of  a  cpnfiderabl?  number,  at  leaft,  of 
this  body  is  not  friendly  to  the  K^ng. 
.  Which  appeared  nu)re  evidently  on  the 
ftxth^  when  ^  tumultuous  crpwd  came  from 
the  Champ  de  Mxjra,  with  a  roll  of  parch- 
ment figned  by  a  great'  number  of  people 
of  all  the  fedioos.  This  parchment  had 
Jain  for  eight  days  on*  the  altar  which  was 

C  2  built 
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built  for  the  ceremony  of  the  fcederatioir, 
and  was  then  brought  to  the  door  of  the 
Aflembly  as  a  petition,  by  a  mob  of  both 
{qk&z.  After  fome  oppofition,  it  was  or- 
dered that  twenty  of  them  fliould  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  While  this  petition  was 
read,  one  carried  a  pole  crowned  with  a 
red  cap,  infcribed  with  thefe  words,  *D^- 
Jlf^uStion  du  pouvoir  perfecutif. 

And  the  following  words  beneath,  f  Ap^ 
pel  au  P tuple* 

Thtic  infcriptions  excited  the  indignation 
of  the  Aflembly;  and  they  were  ordered  to  be 
torn  off  before  the  petition  was  read.  The 
petition  was  of  a  moft  incendiary  nature, 
and  the  reading  took  near  an  hour. 

Thefe  violent  fcenes  fufEciently  prove 
the  heats  and  animofities  which  exift,  and 
account  for  a  number  of  people  retiring 

*  Deftruftion  ta  the  perfecuting  power, 
f  Appeal  to  the  People. 

from 
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from  Paris  from  the  dread  of  fome  ftill 
greater  diforder. 

Augttft  8« 
A  debate  of  great  expedlation  took  place 

this  day  in  the  National  Aflembly — A  com- 
mittee of  twelve  members  were  fome  time 
fince  appointed  to  deliberate  on  the  conduct 
of  M.  de  la  Fayette. — Jean  de  Brie  made  the 
report,  in  which  he  greatly  blamed  the  con- 
dud  of  the  General,  in  having  calumniated 
and  menaced  the  National  Aflembly;  in  hav- 
ing had  the  defign  to  march  his  army  againd: 
Paris;  and  in  having  aflumed  unconftitu- 
tional  power:  and  the  reporter  concluded 
by  propofmg  a  decree  of  accufation. 

The  difcourfe  of  Jean  de  Brie  was  greatly 
applauded  by  the  audience  in  the  tribunes. 
M.  Vaubknc  made  an  able  and  eloquent 
defence  of  the  General's  conduct ;  but  when 
he  propofed  the  previous  queftion  to  Jean 
de  Brie*s  motion,  the  people  in  the  galleries 

ralfed  th&  mod  violent  exclamations  and 

C  3  murmurs, 
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ftiutmure,  t^^hich  were,  however^  balanced 
by  the  applaufe  of  the  majority  of  the  Af- 
fembly. 

Briffot  fpoke  next,  and  added  new  force 
to  the  reafoning  of  Jean  de  Brie.  When 
the  decree  of  accufation  was  put  to  the  vote, 
it  was  rejeded  by  a  majority  of  near  200., 

This  occafioned  frefli  murmurs  In  the 
galleries,  and  violent  agitation  in  the  Af- 
fembly- 

As  this  was  confidered  as  a  trial  of 
ilrength  between  the  parties,  it  is  tobepre- 
iiimed  that  the  majority  of  the  Affembly  is 
with  the  Court;  and  that  in  future  de- 
bates'it  will  rather  augment  than  diminilh, 
as  is  ufually  the  cafe  in  the  Britifh  Houfes 
of  Parliament  after  a  very  great  majority  in 
favour  of  either  party.  The  minority  how- 
ever feem  to  have  the  people  with  them. 
1  am  told  indeed  that  thofe  noify  people  in 
the  galleries  are  hired;  but  this  does  not  ac- 
cputit  to  me  for  the  cry  being  all  oft  one, 

fide. 
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iide.  The  partifans  of  the  Court,  one 
would  imagine,  might  hife  applauders  a9 
well  ^s  the  others* 

Auguft  9« 

I  was  informed  late  lad  night,  that  the 
great  majority  which  voted  in  favour  of  La 
{''ayette  had  excited  rage  and   indignation 
among  the  partifans  of  oppofition,  which 
they    manifefted  in   the    moft   open   and 
alarming  manner ;  that  this  vidkory,  fo  far 
from  difeouraging  them  from  new  s^ttempts 
againft  the  Court,  fcemcd  to  prompt  them  to 
greater  excefles  than  ever;  and  that  feveral 
members  wlio  had  oppofed  his  being  ac- 
eufed,  had  been  grofsly  infulted  as  they  went 
from  the  Affembly ;  and  fome  of  them,  par^ 
ticularly  M.  Vaublanc,  had  narrowly  efcaped 
aifaflination.     I  was  informed  at  the  fame 
time,  that  new  addreffes  were  to  be  pre- 
fented  this  day,  requiring  the  dtchiance^  or 
at  leaft  the  fulpenfion  of  the  King's  power 
during  the  war,  an4  that  this  «Ktraordinaiy 

C  4  qucftioa 
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queftion  would  be  debated  in  the  Affetribly 
to-day. 

I  went  to  the  National  Aflembly  this 
morniag  about  nine.  The  tribunes,  and  all 
the  places  allotted  for  ftrangers,  were  fulL  I 
underftood  that  an  addrefs  had  been  read, 
as  I  was  entering,  from  fome  town,  the  name 
of  which  I  forget,  demanding  the  dcche- 

ance. 

A  very  noify  difcuffion  occupied»the  At- 
fembly,  arifing  from  that  and  other  propo- 
fals,  which  I  could  not  hear  diftin<3:ly  for  a 
confiderable  time:  but  I  underftood  that  it 
was  propofed  to  fufpend  the  King's  autho- 
rity during  the  whole  time  that  the  debate 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  decheance  continued; 
for  it  is  allowed  that  the  queftion  requires 
fome  days  deliberation,  and  a  decree  was 
propofed,  confifting  of  feveral  articles,  for 
that  purpofe.  But  before  thefe  could  be  taken 
into  confideration,  M.  Merlet,  the  prefident, 
informed  the  Afiemblyi  that  he  had  received 

a  number 
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a  number  of  letters  from  members^  which 
he  defired  might  be  read. 

In  one,  the  writer:  complains  *•  of  having 
been  attacked  in  the  ftreet  th^  preceding 
night  by  a  number  of  men  in  the  drefs  of 
the  national  guards,  and  grofsly  infultedj 
that  he  had  informed  them  of  his  being  a 
member  of  the  Ailembly,  and  had  fhewit 
them  the  ribbon  which  the  deputies  wear: 
on  which  one  of  them  anfwered,  that  it  was 
precifely  for  that  reafon,  and  his  having 
fpoken  and  voted  in  favour  of  the  traitor  La 
Fayette,  that  they  would  put  him  to  death; 
which  when  they  were  preparing  to  do, 
he  had  been  faved  by  a  grenadier  and  fome 
citizens/* 

Another  member  wrote,  "that  he  had  been 
attacked  in  the  fame  manner ;  that  one  man 
had  actually  feized  and  lifted  him  from  the 
ground,  while  thofe  around  called  out  a  la 
lanterned'' 

At  this  the  people  in  the  galleries  ap- 
plauded. 


f 
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planded^  evidently  fignifyihg  that  they 
ihould  have  rejoiced  if  tUe  tlireat  had  beea 
^ono^letely  executed. 

Tins  indeceat  behaviour  in  the  audience 
threw  Uie  Court  party  into  fuch  a  paroxyfm 
pf  rage,  that  they  ftarted  from  the  benches^ 
ruihed  in  a  body  towar46^  the  feat  occupied 
by  the  prefident,  extendwg  their  armst  and 
requiring  that  the  infolenc«  of  the  people  in 
the  galleries  iho^l4  be  checke4  9ind  pre« 
vented, 

I  expe^ed  of  courfe  that  the  ga^Ueries 
^ould  be  cleared,  and  was  more  provoked 
than  before  at  the  intolerable  impertinence 
pf  the  people. 

I  expreffed  my  fears  to  the  perfon  next 
,mu  "  *  Soyez  tranquille,  Mpnfieur,  •'  iaid 
be,  *^  et  ne  bougez  pas/' 

Indeed  }  was  foon  convinced  that  the 
people  in  the  galleries  were  more  likely  to 

*  Be  you  at  your  eafe,  Sir,  and  4o  not  move. 

thruft 


^iruft  out  the  members,  than  that  the  meno^ 
bers  would  expel  them.  For  although  fome 
of  the  deputies  fhook  their  hands  in  n 
threatening  maimer  at  the  people  in  the  tri- 
bunes^ th<^e  threats  and  geftures  only  pro« 
yoked  laughter. 

A  third  letter  gayc  an  account  "  that  feve-? 
ral  deputies  had  been  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  a  corps  de  garde,  from  the  fury  of  certain 
perfons  who  had  followed  and  abufed  them 
as  they  went  home  from  the  Affembly; 
that  thefe  perfons  were  not;  citizens  of  Paris, 
but  Grangers,  foederis,  as  was  fuppofed, 
hired  for  the  purpofe  of  infulting  particular 
members  pointed  out  to  them;  that  the 
corps  de  garde  was  on  the  point  of  being 
forced  by  thefe  perfons,  when  the  members 
made  their  efcape  by  a  back  window/' 
Another  letter  informed  the  Aflembly, 

^*  that  a  deputy  having  gone  for  refuge  into 

•  * 

a  fhop  in  the  Rue  St.  Honore,  one  of  the 
foederes  had  followed  \x\xsL.  aod  d^^lared, 

that 


^  ^.*. 
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that  if  he  ever  faw  him  attempt  to  return  to 
the  Aflembly,  he  would  (Irike  off  his  head 
with  a  ftroke  of  his  fabre,  which  he  drew 
half  out  of  the  fcabbard  as  he  fpoke.'* 

When  mention  was  made  in  the  former 
letter  of  the  deputy's  efcaping  by  the  win- 
dow of  the  corps  de  garde,  it  excited  feme 
mirth  in  the  galleries ;  but  at  the  idea  of 
one  of  their  heads  being  cut  off,  I  thought 
there  would  have  been  no  end  of  exultation: 
there  was  a  loud  and  univerfal  peal  of 
laughter  from  all  the  galleries. 

And  the  members  on  one  fide  of  the  hall 
were  as  violent  in  exprefGng  their  indigna- 
tion. Soqie  called  out  to  the  prefident  to 
put  an  end  to  the  meeting ;  others  propofed 
that  it  fliould  be  immediately  decreed,  that 
the  National  Affembly  fliould  withdraw 
from  Paris  to  fome  other  town  in  France, 
where  they  could  deliberate  in  fafety,  and 
free  from  infult.  \ 

The  noUe  and  diforder  were  exceffive; 

fifty 
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fifty  members  were  vociferating  at  once:  1 
never  v^as  witnefs  to  afcenefo  tumultuous; 
the  bell,  as  well  as  the  voice  of  the  preu- 
dent,  was  drowned  in  a  ftorm,  compared 
to  which,  the  moft  boifterous  night  I  ever 
was  witnefs  to  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
was  calm. 

When  with  much  difficulty,  and  a  great 
deal  of  ringing  and  gefticulatipn,  the  pre- 
lident  could  be  heard,  he  announced  to  the 
Affembly,  that  he  was  juft  informed  by  two 
members,  that  a  number  of  armed  men  fur- 
rounded^  the  hall.  On  which  a  member 
propofed,  that  proper  meafures  fhould  be 
immediately  taken  for  the  fecurity  oif  the 
Legiflative  Body. 

But  two  members  having  ftepped  out  to 

» 

alcertain  the  fad):,  retturned,  and  declared 
that,  although  there  were  a  number  of  citi- 
zens at  the^  doors,  none  were  armed  except 
the  guard  of  the  Aflembly. 

On  which  a  tumult  of  another  kind  arofe; 

5  ^^^ 
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the  prefident  was  loudly,  and  not  in  a  very 
refpedtful  manner,  required  to  name  thofe 
who  had  given  this  falfe  information,  and 
calumnialed  the  wprthy  and  peaceable  citi- 
zens of  Paris. 

The  prefident,  who  feemed  to  me  not 
to  be  at  all  at  his  eafe,  anfwered,  with  a 
little  hefitation,  that  ^he  did  not  know  the 
members  who  gave  him  the  information., 

One  of  thofe  who  had  given  the  infof- 
ination  then  flood  up  and  faid,  that  he  had 
feen  men  armed  with  fabres  in  the  corri- 
dors; that  fome  alfo  had  piftols,  of  which 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  the  pre- 

4   • 

fident. 

There  was  a  cry  againft  thofe  who  ha3 
calumniated  the  people.  Some  called  out 
to  fend  the  member  prifoner  to  the  Abbaye ; 
and  one  part  of  the  Aflembly  feemed  in- 
finitely more  inclined  to  punifli  thofe  who 
had  given  this  information,  than  thofe  wh(> 

4  had 
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had  infulted,  abufed,  and  threatened  their 
collea^e9» 

La  Ooix  exclaimed,  "  that  they  wiftied. 
to  have  a  pretext  for  transferring  the  Af- 
fembly  to  Rouen,  and  for  that  purpofe 
afferted  that  the  hall  was  furrounded  with 
armed  men,  that  the  public  might  believe 
that  the  deputies  had  not  full  liberty  of  dc-- 
liberating  and  voting,*' 

But  hofr  can  men  be  thought  to  delibe- 
rate or  vote  with  freedom,  who  are  purfued, 
infulted,  and  menaced  by  a  mob  for  the 

opinions  and  votes  they  give? 

4 

After  it  had  been  infilled  on  for  fome 
time  with  violence,  that  the  two  members 
who  had  given  the  erroneous  informatioa 
ftiould  be  fent  for  three  days  to  the  Abbaye, 
that  meafure  was  dropped,  and  a  letter  was 
read  from  Dejoly,  the  minifter  of  juftice, 
informing  the  Affcmbly  that  the  people 
were  continually  inftigated  to  violence  and 
to  murder,  by  agitator^  hired  for  the  pur- 

pofe. 


m 
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poCsy  and  by  placarts  on  the  walls :  he  then 
enujnerated  the  infults  the  deputies  had  fu£- 
fered  the  foregoing  evening,  and  that  he 
had  denounced  fome  perfons  fufpeded  of 
thefe  excelTes  to  the  criminal  tribunal,  by 
orders  from  the  King. 

The  moment  the  King  was  mentioned, 
the  tribunes  refounded  with  laughter,  and 
hooting  in  the  moft  indecent  maftnen 

After  thefe  had  in  fome  meamre  ceafcd, 
the  conclufion  of  the  minifter's  letter  was 
read,  declaring,  "  that  unlefs  fome  .effedlual 
means  of  reprefling  thofe  diforders  were 
adopted,  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the  go* 
Temmenttobe  anfwerable  for  the  fafety  of 
either  the  lives  or  property  of  the  citizens/' 

A  member  afcended  the  tribune  and  de- 
clared, "  that  .as  he  was  going  out  of  the 
hall  laft  night,  but  being  ftill  within  the 
walls,  and  walking  through  the  paflage,  he 

'  was  violently  ftruck  by  a  perfon  unknown.'* 

A  voice 
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A  voice  was  heard  demanding,  on  what 
part? 

This  interruption  raifed  great  indignation 
on  one  fide  of  the  hall.  *'  I  am  afked,'*  re** 
fumed  the  member,  "  on  what  part,  I  was 
ftruck,  I  anfwer.  Behind :  it  is  only  from 
behind  that  affaflins  ilrike ;  and  I  now  de^ 
clare,  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  whofe 
deputy  I  am,  that  I  will  no  longer  vote  in 
this  AfTembly  till  the  legiflatiye  body  can 
enfure  me  liberty  and  fafety/' 

M^  Vaublaric  then  gave  an  account, "  that 
he  had  been  fought  after  and  purfued  by 
aflaflins,.  wha  had  even  abufed  his  iervant 
for  declaring  he  did  not  know  where  his 
mafter  was;  that  having  been  informed  of 
this,  he  had  not  ventured  to  fleep  at  his  own 
houfe,  but  had  paffed  the  night  at  the  houfe 
©f  a  friend*'* 

He  proceeded  in  a  very  eloquent  and 
perfpicuous  ftyle,  to  fhew  that  it  was  ijiot 
fimple* indignities  offered  to  individuals  they 
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were  now  tailed  to  reprefs  and  ptiriifli,  but 
thofe  offered  to  the  French  nation.  *'  What/* 
faid  he,  '^  when  an  ambaflador  of  the  King 
Vvas  infulted  in  a  foreign «  nation,  ybu 
thought  it  a  Sufficient  caufe  of  war;  and  wilt 
you  permit  the  deputies  of  the  Ft'ench  na- 
tion to  be  treated  in  a  manner  as  outrageous 
as  they  could  fuffer  from  the  Pruffians  or 
Auftrians  ?'* 

He  added,  ^*  that  as  the  Aflembly  was 
not  free,  and  could  not  deliberate  with  fafe* 
ijy  m^afures  fhould  be  taken  to  fecure  the 
inviolability  and  liber^  of  the  members: 
befides,  he  propofed  that  it  fliould  be  im- 
mediately decreed,  that  all  the  foederea 
fiiould  fcave  Paris/' 

Kerfaint  feemed  to  approve  of  this,  fo  I 
fuppofe  it  will  be  adopted* 

At  this  time  I  left  the  Aflembly ;  and 
itfter  calling  on  an  acquaintance,  I  returned 
by  the  key  of  the  Louvre,  intending,  be- 
fore  I  went  to  the  Hotel  de  Mofcovie,  juft 
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to  ftep  into  the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries, 
by  the  gate  next  thb  Pont  Royal,  and  was 
a  good  deal  furprifed  to  find  that  two 
Swifs  fentiiiels  refufed  entrance  to  all  but 
thofe  who  prefented  a  ticket :  while  I  flood 
on  the  bridge  I  faw  feveral  perfona  ad- 
mitted by  that  means,  and  the  gate  care- 
fully fhut  immediately  after  them.  This 
feemeci  to  be  viewed  with  an  evil  eye  by 
the  people— fome  of  whom  murmured,  and 
talked  of  the  garden's  belopging  to  the 
public,  and  n6t  to  the  family  lodged  in  the 
Palace,  of  all  of  whom  the  populace  fpoke 
with  irreverence,  and  of  fome  of  them  in 
terms  too  indecent  to  be  repeated. 

From  the  violent  ipanner  in  which  the 
debates  are  carried  on  in  the  Natioiial  Af- 
fembly,  and  other  circumftances  I  have  re- 
marked fince  my  arrival  at  Paris,  I  am 
ftrongly  inclined'  to  think,  that  the  fuddea 
tranfition  which  the  French  have  made 
from  a  government  of  powerful  and  rigid 
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controul,  to  one'  fo  very  indulgent  and  lax 
as  that  now  eftabliflied,  will  have  fonife 
bad  effeds  dn  the  minds  2ind  condud  of  a 
people  of  foomuch  vivacity  as  ^he  natives 
of  this  country.  Befides,  the  French  have 
been  thought  to  have  more  levity  of  cha- 
ra(3:er  than  the  natives  of  other  countries 
of  Europe.  This  levity  was  a  fource  of  con* 
folation  to  them  under  an  oppreffive  go- 
vernment ;  it  prevented  the  tyranny  which* 
was  exercifed  over  them,  from  making  the 

fame  impreffion  that  it  would  have  madiJ 
on  a  people  of  more  ferious  refledlion :  but 
the  fame  levity  and  vivacity  of  charader 
which  proved  a  confolation  to  them  in  the 
gloom  of  defpotifm,  may  prove  pernicious 
in  the  funfliine  of  liberty. 

Perhaps  they  would  have  borne  a  free 

,9 

government  with  more  moderation,  and  of 
courfc  they  would  have  had  a  better  chance 
of  enjoying  it  long,  had  it  been  obtained 
in  a  more  gradual  manner. 

The 
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The  French  have  reared  the  pillar  of  Li- 
berty with  fuch  rapidity,  and  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  it  feems  to  have  rendered  them 

more  giddy  than  ever, 

I  had  a  good  deal  of  converfation  this 
evcniiag  with  a  man  of  confiderable  under* 
ftandingi  who  has  lived  many  years  in  this 
place,  and  is  thought  to  have  opportunities 
of  knowing  the  true  ftate  of  the  public  af- 
fairs  :  his  opinion  is,  that  the  Duke  of 
.Brunfwick's  Manifefto  has  been  of  infinite 
pi^judice  to  the  King,  becaufe  great  pains 
hav^  beexi  taken  to  make  it  believed  that 
it  was  compofed  with  his  knowledge  and 
approbation.  But  this  gentleman  ftill  thinks, 
that  not  only  the  majority  of  the  National 
AiTembly,  but  alfo  of  the  moft  refpedlable 
citizens,  and  of  the  national  guards  them- 
felveSi  are  enemies  to  the  idea  of  dethron- 
ing the  King ;  and  wifh,  bonafide^  to  main- 
tain the  Conftitution  to  which  they  have 
fworn  J  and  that  they  difapprove  of  all  tu- 
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multuouff  affemblings  of  the  people  of  the 
fauxbourgs,  with  a  irfew  to  force  or  terrify  ♦ 
the  King  to  with4raw  his  veto  from  any 
decree  of  the  AflemWy,  or  on  aily  other 
account.  They  highly  difftpprove  of  that 
which  took  place  on  the  twentieth  of  laft 
June,  when  the  mob  entered  the  palace  of 
the  Tuileries,  behaved  in  a  very  infolent 
manner^  and  when  the  lives  of  the  Kioj^ 
and  Queen  were,  in  imminent  danger. 

It  is  imagined,  however,  that  fomething 
of  the  fame  kind  is  intended  to-morrow  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fauxbourgs,  iri  con^y 
junction  with  about  twelve  or  fourteea 
hundred  focderei^  who  lately  arrived  from 
Marfeilles  and  from  Brittany. 

But  the  national  guards  being  now  aware 
of  this  intention,  and  having,  no  doubt, 
received  inftruftions  how  to  aft,  it  is  pro^- 
bablc  th^t  the  attempt  will  not  be  made  j 
or,  if  it  is,  will  prove  abortive  ;  'in  which 
Cfife,   Uke  moil  unfuccefsful  infurre^ions, 
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tt  wilt  t^ad  to  llrengt}ien,-ia(|ead  of-vreftlc-- 
i^JQg  the  hands  of  Government, 

I  ara.  alfo  informed,  that  befldes  a  com^ 
fdete  battalbn  of  Swi/d,  whbfe  barrackft 
ateia  the  CarotiiH  adjacent  to  the  palace,; 
a  .confideraWe  niimbef  of  difbanded  of* 
ficersi  .and  other  perfona  attached  .  to  the 
Court,  fieep  eyer^  night,  wit^thc  waHa 
of  thie  palace  itfeif,  which  feema  xoore  thaa 
fufiicient  to  prevent  any  effectual  attempi 
from  a  dtforderly  mul^ude :  and  I  Ihould 
dunk  it  probable,  that  many  of  thie  cituen# 
who  were  violent  patriots  at  the  beginning; 
of  the  revolution,  are  now  tired  of  the  di£- 
orderly  fiat?  of  aiFairs,  and  think,  that  fup«f 
porting  the  King  is  the  moft  likely  way  cff 
pbtainittg  that  tranquillity  whidi  they  bavf 
fo  much  need  of.  They  may  alfo  thinkj 
^itk  great  realbn,  that  thofe  who  excite  the 
^opnlace  in  tjie  fiaburbs,  wilh^  the  ruin  of 
the  CpnftitutiotiJ 

between  eliven  and  t\x^lve  at  :'mght,  I 
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was  difturbcd  by  a  great  noifc  in  the  fireett 
from  the  beating  of  drums  and  repeated 
kuzzas.  The  landlord  informs  me,  that 
orders  have  been  given  to  all  the  citizens  to 
illuminate  thdr  windows;  that  there  is 
reafon  to  apprehend  aii  attack  on  the  Cha# 
teau  of  the  Tuileries}  that  the  drum  has 
beat  to  ^ms,  and  that  the  national  gtuurds 
ire  all  at  the  alarm  pofts  of  their  refpe&ive 
departments.  I  went  into  the  ftreets,  which 
are  all  illuminated — the  Pont  Neiif  is  co- 
vered with  foldiers  under  arms-^a  large 
party  of  the  national  guards  are  alfo  in 
pofleflion  of  the  Pont  Royal — nobody  is 
allowed  to  pafs :  yet  all  feems  to  be  eon^ 
duded  with  fo  much  regularity,  that  what- 
ever mifchief  may  have  been  intended,  will^ 
I  hope,  be  prevented. 

I  wis  awaked  about  two  in  the  morning 
by  the  found  of  the  tocfin,  and  am  in* 
formed  by  the  people  of  the  hotel,  who 
hfi^ye  not  been  in  bed^  that  the  inhabitants 
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hi  the  fauxbburg8  St,  Antoinc,  St.  Mar- 
eeau,  St.  Jacques,  &c.  are  affembled  •  that 
they  are  joined  by  the  foederes  from  Mar* 
feilles  and  Brittany,  in  the  intention  of 
marching  to  the  Tuileries  to  require  of 
the  King  to  "withdraw  his  veto  from  the 
decree  of  the  National  Aflembly  againft 
the  priefts  who  refufe  the  conftitiitioaa] 
oath,  and  that  for  affembliiig  an  army  of 
20,000  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris* 
'  I  hope  they  will  be  ]()revailed  on  to  di£* 
pcrfe  without  making  an  attempt  fo  uncon^ 
ftitutionaL  If  the  King  is  not  allowed  the 
cxercife  of  his  veto  when  he  judges  it  ex- 
pedient, to  give  it  him  was  a  mockery^ 

Auguft  I  p. 

Having  fallen  afleep  about  three,  Wf 
were  awakened  at  nine  by  the  firing  of 
cannon— and  were  told,  that  the  Chateau 
was  attacked.  Soon  after,  we  heard  thp 
cry  of  •VTo  4rnasj>  citizens,  ^oarms!  thejr 
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flaug^tcr  your  p^irept^  your  brethren,  youf 
fw8 !''  and  we  faw  naen  running  half  fran* 
tic  through  the  flreet8,  eT^ckiming  in  that 
manner*  Lord  Lauderdale,,  being  (till  in«r 
difpded,  could  not  go  <mt ;  and  ray  fon  re* 
lU^u^  at  the  hotel  with  him. 
,  As  foon  as  I  was  drcfled  I  went  into  thi^ 
ftrectsj  a  party  of  the  national  gu^ards,  with 
^f^Vfi^x  pi  citizens  armed,  were  march-* 
jBfg  toward$  the  jTuiUries-^aupther  body 

rf  iBten  fojlflt^^  foon  i  after,  draggling  fe* 
vf  ral  ^attnouft  ftloqg  the  Quai  de  Mazari|>, 
where  I  wa&,  to  ihe  Pont  Royal.  Some 
men  flying  from  the  Tuileries  along  thia 
bridge,  were  killed  by  the  national  guards 
before  they  reached  that  end  to  which  the 
cannon  were  advancing.  Thofe  cannon 
being  mounted  on  the  bridge,  were  repeat'* 
iedly  difcharged  againft  that  part  of  the 
iChateiiu  which  looks  to  the  Seine.  Som6 
women  who  flood  near  me  on  the  Quai  d^ 
Vpltairc,  as  fpon  as  they  heard  the  firil 
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discharge,  fell  a- clapping  their  haad$t  .3|i4 
cried,  l^ravo  !  Bravo !  ^ 

In  the  mean  time  there  was  fom^  firing 
of    mitlketry  fron]^   the  windows    of  tb^ 
Louvre  facing  the  river-^ra  feip^  people  wer^ 
Jfilled  and  wounded  on  the  keys.     Thoie 
who  were  on  the  fide  next  the  Louvre  had 
run  froin  the  key  to  the  brink  of  the  river^ 
jhat  they  might  be  fheUered  fron^  the  Ihot 
by  the  parapetf.   A  party  of  national  guards 
who  matched  along  the  Quai  Ma;zarin,  ds 
pften  as  they  faw  a  group  of  people  cou-^ 
verfing  together,  called  Bas  les  motlom^^  an4 
diiperfed   them — the  officer  at  the  fame 
time  advifing  all  who  were  without  arm$ 
Jo  retire  to  their  houfes.     A  little  after,  as  a 

*  No  motiops,— ^-TJie  queftions  moyed  and  debated 
in  clubs  refpefting  the  meafure^  of  Government,  arc 
'  called  motions.  From  clubs  and  focieties,  fucK  af 
jhe  Js^cobins,  they,  were  fixtended  to  cofFee?houfe8,  pajr^ 
ticularly  the  Caffe  de  Foi  in  the  Palais  Rpyal.  j  and  ^t 
length  the  fame  kind  of  debates  were  carried  on  in  the 
groups  formed  by  people  wha  met  accidentally  in  the 
public  walks  and  gardens.  The  gua^'ds  did  not,thiak 
thj§  a  proper  moment  for  fuch  debates  or  motions". 
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body  of  pikemen  hurried  paft,  one  of  them 
in  a  very  decifive  ftyle  pointed  me  out 
as  an  ariftocrate.  Such  an  accufation  in  the 
ftreets  of  Paris,  any  tinle  thefe  four  years, 
would  have  *xpofed  a  ndan  to  infult :  in 
the  prefent  circumftances,  when  execution 
is  getiefally  the  immediate  confequence  oi 
xtccufation,  it  might  have  proved  fatal; 
but  the  valet  de  place,  who  accompanied 
me,  declared,  tiiat  fo  fat  from  being  an 
ariftocrate,  or  any  thing  like  it,  I  was  un 
Anglais.  **  Bon  V^  cried  the  pikemen,  and 
continued  their  courfe. 

After  this  admonition  I  retired  to  the 
houfeofan  acquaintance,  in  the  Rue  Ja- 
cob,  from  whence  I  went,  a  little  after,  to 
the  Hotel  de  Mofcovie.  In  the  ftreets  I 
met  with  great  numbers  of  the  national 
guards  and  foederes  returning  home,  all  of 
them  with  pieces  of  the  red  uniform  of  the 
Swifs  guards  who  had  been  killed,  ftuck  as 
trophies  on  the  point  of  their  bayonets. 

An 
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Ail  oflScer  with  a  party  of  the  natipa;il. 
guards  condufked  I^onfieur  d'AfFre,  in  a? 
coach,  to  the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye,  which; 
is  near  our  hotel.  A  lady,  very  genteelly 
drefled,  was  guarded  through  the  llreets  on. 
foot,  to  the  fame  prifon,  a  little  before* 

Wc  were  informed,  "  that  in  the  courfc 
of  the  preceding  night  great  preparation$ 
had  been  made  at  the  Tuileries  to  repel 
the  threatened  attack  from  the  fauxbourgs; 
thatfeveral  thoufands  of  armed  menhad  been 
introduced  into  the  Chateau  for  that  pur- 
/pofe,  independent  of  the  battalion  of  Swife: 
guards  ;  that  many  of  the  national  guai'ds 
had  been  pradifed  on  by  the  agents  of  the 
Court,  to  jbin  the  Swifs,  and  ,thofe  of  the 
Chateau,  who  are  diftinguilhed  by  the 
name  of  Chevaliers  du  Poignard,  againfl; 
the  people  ;  that  while  thofe  within  the 
Tuileries  were  making  preparations  for 
the  engagement  that  was  expeded  in  the 
morning,  falfe  patrols  were    detached   all 

around, 


(    46    ) 

»^n^,  under  th6  fembUnce  6f  patrcjis  of 
the  national  guards  to  keef)  the  peace,  but^ 
in  reality,  with  the  moft  hoftile  intentions 
againfl  the  citizens ;  that  one  dF  thofe  de-^ 
tachments  had  been  met  by  a  body  of  the 
national  guards,  at  fkiririilh  had  enfued^ 
Thoft  of  the  former  had  foon  flad,  but  tliat 
itiany  had  b$en  taken  and  carried  prifonefs 

to  the  guard-room  at  the  Eeuillans;  that 
the  people  having  heard  of  this,  came  iit 
crowds  early  in  the  morning,  iniifiing  on: 
their  being  delivered  up  to  them ;  that  a 
municipal  officer  had  tried  to  prevent 
it,  but  his  endeavours  had  proved  vain ; 
the  corps  de  garde  had  been  forced.  Four 
of  the  prifoners,  who  were  confidered  as  the 
moft  guilty^  becaufe  they  were  difguifed 
in  the  uniform  of  the  national  guards,  and 
armed  with  poniards  and  piftols,  had  been 
cruelly  flaughtered,  and  their  heads  cut  off 
and  carried  on  pikes ;  that  the  lives  of  the 
wft  had  been  fpared  at  the  entreaty  of  the 
;  foldicrs 
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foldkrs  ^Iio  took  t\mA  a  that  tht  pec^  ^ 
the  fauxbourgs,  with  th^  MarfisiUoU  and 
Bretons^  hikd  marched  to  the  fquare  of  the 
Caroufd,  iihd  demanded  admittance  into 
the  palate  of  the  Tuileries;  that  the  King^ 
^^een,  and  Royal   Family  had  retreated 
from  the  palace,  and  taken  fanifluary  in  the 
National  Afljbmbly ;    and    that)   in   about, 
three  quarters  qf  an  hour  after  they  were 
there,  the  Swife  guards,  and  tbofe  wUhia 
the  Chateau,  had  fired;  grape  (hot  and  mus- 
ketry on  the  people  drawn  up  in  the  eoott 
of  the  Chateau,  and  continued  a  sx>iling 
fire  of  ten  minutes  j  that  the  focdei^s,  fup- 
ported  by  the  people  of  the  fauxbourgs,  had 
rallied  and  slacked  the  defenders  of  the  cai^ 
tie,  had  driven  them  out  of  it  into  the  gar** 
den,  where,  in  their  flight,  they  had  baett 
flaughtered  by  the  national  guards^    who 
tiow,  both  foot  and  horfe,  took  a  decided 
part  againft  the  Court,  and  for  the  People- 
That  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  and 
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fotderes  had  beelx  kiUed,  as  well  as  mailer 
of  the  Chevaliers  du  Poigaard ;  but  that 
very  ff  w  of  the  Swifs  guards  were  left  aliv«; 
forthofe  who,  inflead  of  flying  mto  the 
garden  or  ftrcets,  had  fought  fhelter  in  the 
apartments  of  the  palace,  had  been  mafTa- 
cred  with  the  domeilics  of  the  King  and 
Queen,  and  all,  of  whatever  quality  or  de- 
non^ination,  who  were  fuppofed  to  favour 
their  caufe.  We  have  alfo  heard,  with  much 
regret,  that  an  Abbe,  I  forget  his  name,  the 
preceptor  of  the  Prince  Rx)yal,  was  killed^, 
with  fome  Swifs  foldiers  whom  he  had  hu- 
manely  attempted  to  faveby  concealing  them 
ip  a  clofet  of  his  apartments  Clermont  Ton^ 
nerre,  we  hear,  was  alfo  killed  in  the  ftreet.** 
Such  is  the  account  which,  with  fome 
variations,  we  have  heard  this  day. — All 
agree  that  the  Swifs  began  hoftilities  by 
giving  the  firft  fire  on  the  people.  It  is 
even  aflerted,  that  they  pretended  to  be 
well  difpofed.ta  tlie  caufe  of  the  people,. 
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fliook  hands  with  fome  of  them;  and  bav^ 
ing  thus  thrown  them  off  their  guard,  they 
moft  perfidioufly  firetj  on  them. 

This  account,  however,  I  do  not  credit, 
bec^uie  it  is  contrary  to  the  chara£ber  of 
the  Swiis,  who  are  an  hone£k  and  plain- 
dealiQg  people ;  and  becaiife,  after  the  King 
and  Royal  Family  had  forfaken  the  caftle, 
I  Cftti  i^  no  motive  which  the  Swifs  could 
have  for  firing,  but  fdf-defence.  I  there- 
fwe  thipk  it  moil;  probable,  efpeciaUy  con- 
fidering  the  vivacity  of  the  oiie  people^  and 

the  phlegm  of  the  other,  that  the  French 
«■«  .he  .ggreffor,. 

I  fhall  endeavour  to  get  a  circumfiantiai 
and  accurate  account  of  this  adion  here- 
after ;  but,  at  pr^nt,  the  accounts  are  fo 
oppofite,  that  nothing  is  to  be  depended  on. 

I  have  this  day  been  witnefs  to  many 
interefling,  and  even  affecting  fcenes  in  the 
itreets«    During  the  cannonade  and  noife 
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of  the  mufketry,  the  grief  and  anxiety  of 
all  for  the  friends  and  relations  they  knew 
to  be  then  engaged,  produced  a  moft  ex- 
preffive  filence  in  foroe,  while  the  air  was 

rent  by  the  €xclamations  of  others,  parti- 
cularly the  women  and  children,  who 
trembled  for  the  lives  of  fathers,  hufbands^ 

and  brothers,  who  had  left  their  families' 
at  the  firft  call  to  arm^s,  and  had  not  been 
iieen  fnice.  When  the  aftion  was  over, 
and  the  national  guards  returning^  fcfiany 
©f  the  women  rulhed  into  the  ranks  to 
embrace  and  felicitate  their  hufbands  and 
brothers  on  their  fafety.,  I  faw  one  father 
of  a  numerous  family  met  at  his  own  door 
by  liis  ,wife  and  children.  After  embracing 
each  as  they  crowded  around  him^  be  en- 
tered the  (hop,  carrying  one  of  his  chil- 
dren in  each  of  his  arms  ;.  bis  daughter  fol- 

* 

lowing  with  his  grenadier's  C2lp  in  her  hand«, 
and  his  two  little  boys  dragging  his  mufket. 

Augufl 
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^  .    Auguft  11. 

When  the  King  and  Queen  entered  the 
hall  of  the  National  Aflerably,  they  were 

'accompanied  by  the  Dauphin,  their  daugh- 
ter, and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth ;    and  at- 

'tended  by  the  miniftera  and-fome  members 

r  ■  ■ 

of  the  municipality  of  Paris. 

The  King,  at  firft,  placed  himfelf  at  the 
'  fide  of  the  prefidcnt,  and  faid,  '*  I  am  come 
hither  to  prevent  a  great  crime— I  believe 
myfelf  in  fafety  in  the  midft  of  you,  Gen- 
tlemen.^' 

The  prefident  anfwered,  "  that  he  might 
rely  on  the  Aflembly,  who  had  fworn  to 
die  at  their  poft  in  fupporting  the  rights  of 
the  nation  and  of  the  coilftituted  authori- 
ties." 

It  was  obferved  by  one  of  the  members, 

that  the  King's  prefence  put  a  reftraint  on 
the  debates  ;  on  which  he  defcended  to  the 
bar  where  his  family  was,  and  with  them 
^as  conduced    into  a  box   on  the  right 

E  2  hand 
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hand  of  the  prefident,  called  La  Logc  dtt 
Logographc^  where  feven  or  eight  perfons 
ufed  to  fit  around  a  table  to  take  down  in 
.writing  the  debates,  and  fvery  thing  re- 
.raarkable  which  paffed  in  the  Aflembly. 

They  had  not  been  fitiuted  long  there 
when  the  adipn  began.  The  National  Af- 
.fembly  is  very  near  the  place  in  which  the 
engagement  was.  Several  cannon  bullets 
ftruck  the  roof  of  the  hall,  and  fome  muiket 
ihot  entered  the  windows.  What  intereft  all 
within  muft  have  taken  in  this  adion,  will 
be  eafily  imagined.  Some  members  rofe  and 
changed  th^ir  featswhenthecannonwefe  firfl 
heard ;  but  the  preiident,  calling  to  order,  faid 
it  was  the  duty  of  every  member  to  remain 
with  fteadineis  at  his  poft,  and  to  ferve  his 
country  to  the  beft  of  his  abilities.  After 
this  every  member  kept  his  place,  except 
inch  as  were  deputed  on  fome  particular  bu- 
£nefs  by  the  prefident. 

The 
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The  King  faid  to  the  prefident,  that  he 
had  given  orders  to  the  Swifs  not  to  fire. 

The  firing  of  the  cannon  and  mulkets 
continue.  The  Affembly  remain  filcnt  for 
fome  time. 

A  member  then  made  a  motion,  that  it 
ihould  be  immediately  decreed,  that  all  pro- 
perty  and  perfons  (hould  be  under  the  fafe« 
guard  of  the  law  and  of  the  people. 

This  was  applauded  and  decreed. 

They  next  decreed  an  afl:  or  proclama- 
tion to  all  the  citizens,  inviting  them  to 
have  confidence  In  tfieir  reprefentatives, 
who  had  fworn  to  fave  the  country. 

Some  time  after  the  aaion  was  over,  a 
deputation  from  the  new  chofen  community 
of  Paris  appeared  at  the  bar :  this  eleftion 
had  been  made  the  preceding  night;  and  the 
new  eleded  council  had  ufurped  the  pouncil 
chamber,  and  driven  out  the  old,  all  but 
Petion,  the  mayor  of  Paris;  Manuel,  the 
procureurj  and  Danton,  minifter  of  juftlce : 

E  3  they 
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they  were  preceded  by  three  banners,  on 
which  wei*e  inlcribed,  **  Liberte!  Patriel 
Egalite  !'*  One  of  them  fpokcas  follows: 
*^  Legiflateurs!  Ce  font  de  nouveaux  ma- 
giftrats  du  peuple  qui  fe  prefentent  a  votre 
barre.  Les  dangers  de  la  patrie  ont  pro- 
voque  nptre  nomination.  Les  circpnftance$ 
la  confacrent ;  et  notre  patriotifme  faura 
nous  en  rendre  dignes.  Le  peuple,  las  enfin 

d  etre  depuis  quatre  ans  I'eternel  jouet  des 
perfidies  de  la  cour  et  des  intrigans,  a  fqnti 
(ju'il  etoit  terns  d'arreter  Tempire  fur  les 
bords  de  Tabyme, 

"  Legiflateurs,  il  ne  nous  refte  plus  qu'a  le 
feconder.  Nous  tenons  ici.en  fon  nom  vous 
demander  des  mefures  de  falut  public.  Pe- 
tion,  Manuel,  et  Danton  font  toujours 
nos  collegues.  Santerre  eft  a  la  tete  de  la 
force  armee.  Que  les  traitres  fremluent  a 
leur  tour !  Ce  jour  eft  le  triomphe  des  ver- 
tus  civiques. 

*^  Le  fang  du  peuple  a  coule  j  des  troupe$ 

etran- 
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etraog^res,  qui  ne  font  reftces  dans  cos  itiiirs 
que  par  un  nouveau  dclit  du  pouvoir  exccu- 
tif,  ont  tire  fur  les  citoyens ;  nos  mgilheureiix 
frercs  out  laifles  des  veuves  et  des  orphe- 
lins.     :  : 

**  Le  peuple,   qui  nous  euvoie  vers  vous, 

nous  a  charges  de  vous  declarer,  qu'il  ne 
pouvo^t  teconnpitr^  ppur  juge  des  mefures 
extraordinaires  auxquelles  la  ncc^flite  et  la 
refiftance  a  Toppreffion  Tont  porte,  que  le 
peuple  Francois,  votre  fouverain  et  le  notre, 
dans  fes  affemblees  primaires  *.'' 

This 

*  Legiflators !  The  new  magiflrates  of  the  people 
appear  at  your  bar;  the  dangers  *of  the  country  occa- 

V 

fioned  our  eleclion ;  the  circumflances  rendered  it  ne- 
ceflary,  and  our  patriotifm  rqnders  us  worthy  of  it.  The 
people,  at  length  tired  of  being  during  four  years  the 
dupes  of  the  perfidy  of  the  Court,  have  thought  it  time 
to  endeavour  to  fave  the  empire  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 

Legiflators,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  aflifl:  the  people. 
We  come  here,  in  their  name,  to  be  advifed  by  you  in 
meafures  for  the  public  fervice,     Petion,  Manuel,  and 

E  4  Danton 
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Thii  addrefs^  which  was  receivjed  vnih 
high  applaufe  by  the  people  in  the  tnbunes^ 
muH  have  been  exceedingly  oflFenfive  to  the 
King;  yet  I  am  told  he  heard  it  with  appa«* 
rent  tranquillity,  while  the  Queen  fhewed 
evident  marks  of  ifidignatioa. 

It  was  decreed  that  the  prefent  minifters 
had  loft:  the  confidence  of  the  nation ;  and 
that  the  National  Affembly  ihould  appoint 
fix  new  ones,  none  of  whom  were  to  be 

Danton  are  ftill  our  colleagues.  Santerre  is  at  the 
head  of  the  armed  force. 

Let  traitors  tremble  in  their  turn ;  this  day  is  the 
triumph  of  civic  virtue.  Foreign  troops,  wha  have 
remained  vv^ithin  our  walls  only  by  a  nevir  Qtime  of  the 
executive  power,  have  fired  upon  the  citizens.  Our 
i^nliappy  brethren  have,  left  behind  them  widows  and 
orphans. 

The  people,  who  have  deputed  us  to  you,  have  given 
us  in  charge  to  declare,  that  they  will  acknowledge  no 
other  judges  of  the  extraordinary  meafures  which 
necefEty  and  refiftance  to  oppreflion  obliged  them  to 
adopt,  but  the  French  people  united  in  the  primary 

ft 

affcmblics. 
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l^en  firom  its  own  body.  But  when  tihey 
were  about  to  proceed  in  the  ufoal  form  to 
this  nomination,  it  was  obferved,  that  three 
patriotic  minifters  lately  difmifled,  and  who 
carried  with  them  the  efteem  of  the  people^ 
naturally  prefented  themfelves  to  thdr 
choice.  It  was  immediately  decreed^  that 
Roland,  Servan,  and  Glaviere  ihould  be 
appointed  provifionally.  > 

This  laft  word  was  added,  becaufe  the 
King  may  be  reinftated  in  his  authority  by 
the  enfuing  Convention  ;  in  which  cafe  he 
will  have  the  right  to  confirm  or  reject 
them,  and  name  others.  Thefe  three  are 
for  the  home  affairs,  the  war  department, 
and  contributions. 

I  went  this  morning  to  fee  the  places 
where  the  action  of  yefterday  happened. 
The  naked  bodies  of  the  Swifs,  for  they 
were  already  ftripped,  lay  expofed  on  the 
ground.  I  faw  a  great  number  on  the  ter- 
race, immediately  before  the  palace  of  the 

Tuilericsj 
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Tuileries  ;  fome  lying  fingle  m  dlfFereht 
parts  of  the. gardens  ;  and  fome  in  heaps, 
one  above  another,  particularly  near  the 
terrace  of  the  Feuillans.       ' 

The  garden  and  adjacent  courts  were 
crowded  with  fpe^Saf  f)rsianjong  whom  there 
was  a  confiderable  proportion  of  women, 
wiiofe  curiofity  it  was  evident  was  fully 
equal  to  their  mode.fty. 
•  The  bodies  of  thenational  guards,  of  the  ci- 
tizjens  of  the  fauxbourgs,  and  of  the  fg^der^s, 
have  been  already  removed  by  their  friends; 
thofe  of  the  5wifs  only  lie  expofed  in  thi,s 
ftiocking  manner.  Of  about  800  or  1000  of 
thefe,  who  were  yefterday  muftered  in  the 
Tuileries,  I  am  told  there  are  not  2cq 
left  alive. 

Seeing  a  number  of  people  going  up  the 
grand  ftaircafe  of  the  palace,  to  fee  the  ra- 

ft 

vage  that  was  made  in  all  the  rooms  by  the 
adtion  of  yefterday,  I  intermingled  with 
the  crowd,    and  had  afcended  half  way, 

when , 
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If  hen  I  heard  theihrieks  of  Tome  one  above, 
and  foon  after  the  body  of  a  man  was  car* 
jried  down,  I  was  told  that  he  had  been  dc* 
te£ted  in  the  ad  of  ftealing  fome  of  the  fur- 
nitjJre  belonging  to  the  palace,  and  was 
iniftantl Jr  put  to  death  by  the  people  around 
him. 

:  *  This  expeditious  method  of  executing 
juftice  removed  all  inclination  of  vifiting 
the  royal  apart mients:  I  defcended  to  the 
terrace,  and  took  another  melancholy  walk 
-among  the  bodies  of  thofe  whom  I  had 
feen  Hvo  days  before  in  all  the  pride  of 
.health  and  military  pomp.  In  point  of 
iize  and  looks,  I  do  not  fuppofe  there  is  a 
liner  battalion  of  infantry  in  Europe  than 
they  formed  at  that  time. 

After  they  gave  way,  they  were  flaugh- 
tered  by  thofe  who  kept  aloof  while  they 
refilled.  Some  were  purfued  through  the 
ftreets,  and  dragged  from  the  fhops  and 
houfes  whither  they  fled  for  flielter.    About 

4  fifty 
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fifty  or  fixty  who  afked  for  quarter,  were 
fa ved  by  the  Marfeillois :  they  were  de- 
ilrered  to  the  national  guards,  and  con- 
dofled  by  them  to  the  Maifon  de  Ville. 
While  thofe  unfortunate  men  were  detained 
in  the  fquare,  waiting  for  orders  from  the 
municipality  into  what  prifon  they  were  to 
be  confined,  the  multitude,  enraged  no  doubt 
by  the  death  of  their  friends  and  relations, 
and  irritated  at  the  fight  of  the  wounded 
citizens  who  were  carrying  to  their  houfes 
^nd  to  the  hofpitals,  began  tb  cry  for  ven- 
geance  on  the  prifoners ;  and  at  length,  like 
a  parcel  of  drunken  favages,  they  burfi 
through  the  ranks  of  the  national  guards, 
and  butchered  the  defencelefs  Swifs  in  cold 
bloo4*  I  cannot  deem  the  national  guards 
guiltlefs.  I  have  been  told  that  they  could 
not  fave  the  Swifs  without  killing  the  citi- 
zens: but  fuch  furies  do  not  deferre  the 
name  of  citizens,  and  were  infinitely  more 
ariminal  than  the  Swifs^ 

Froto 
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From  tbp  gardens  of  the  TuUeries  I 
walked  through  the  centre  gate  of  the  jm^ 
lace  lata  the  OHirt,  and  the  Caroufel,  wher^ 

r 

the  adion  firfl;  began.  At  the  very  begin* 
ningt  ^  number  of  the  crowd  were  killed  aad 
wounded  at  the  bottom  of  the  great  fhura, 
by  an  unexpe(3:ed  fire  from  the  top  of  the 
firft .flight  of  fbirs^  Some  of  the  Swiiii 
themfelves,  who  were  intermin^ed  and  conr 
verfing  with  the  people,  were  killed  by  this 
fire.  The  bodies  of  the  Swife  were  lying  in 
various  parts  of  the  area. 

The  barracks  of  the  Swifs  guards,  which, 
divide  this  large  area  from  the  Caroufel,  had 
been  fet  on  fire  yefterday,  and  are  ftill  burn* 
ing.  Many  of  the  bodies  were  thrown  into 
U.e  aam«_I  &w  fom.  half  confuted. 

Sick  at  the  fight,  I  hurried  from  thb 
fcene  of  horror,  and  about  mid-day  I  went 
to  the  National  Aflembly.  While  I  waited 
at  the  door  which  enters  to  the  Aflembly 
from  the  garden  of  the  Feuillans,.  for  the 
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gentleman  who  was  t6  procure  me  adftiit- 
tance,  a  long  proceflion  advanced  to  the 
gate  :  it  confifted  of  a  number  of  perfons, 
fome  in  the  uniform  of  the  national  guards, 
and  fome  ia  the  drefs  of  citizens,  each  of 
whom  held  a, man  in  a  white  waiftcoat,  but 
without  a  coat,  by  the  hand.  The  latter 
^ere  generally  pale  and  dejeded;  and  the 
men  under  whofe  protedion  they  were,  en- 
couraged^ and  fupported  them. 
•  I  was  immediately  informed  that  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  the  Swifs  were  faved, 
and  had  been  confined  in  the  corps  de  garde 
of  the  poft  of  the  Feuillans:  a  mob,  how- 
ever, had  begun  to  gather  about  the  guard- 
room, and  fome  horrid  wretches  among 
them  cried  aloud  for  the  heads  of  thofe 
unhappy  foldiers.  On  this,  it  was  deemed 
the  beft  means  for  their  fafety  to  conduft 
them  to  the  bar  of  the  Affembly,  artd  de- 
mand its  protedion. 

Lafonrce  haftened  to  inform  the  Aflem- 

,    bly 


bly  o£  the  danger  in  "which  the  poor  Swift 
w^ere,  and  to  requeft  its  protedion  ;  while 
Gjorfas  remained  at  the  door  of  the  guard- 
room haranguing  the  mob,  and  ufing  every 
means  which  humanity  ihfpired,  to  prevent 
them  from  attacking  the  prifoners. 

They  were  conduified  accordingly  from 
the  guard-room  to  the  Aflembly  -door  ifl 
the  manner  above  mentioned,  by  fome 
citizens,  among  whom  was^  Lafource,  and 
others  of  the  deputies.  I  entered  a  lit- 
tle before,  the  Swifs,  and  got  a  feat  iii 
the  body  of  the  houfe  among  the  mem- 
bers. 

The  King,  Queen,  with  their  fon  and 
daughter,  and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth ;  the 
Princefs  Lamballe,  and  three  or  four  other 
attendants,  had  remained  in  the  Loge  du 
Logographe,  yefterday,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  late  at  night.  They  had  been 
then  conduded  t;o  an  adjacent  committee-- 
room,  where  they  had  remained  all  oight, 

and 
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imd.returaed  to  the  fame  Loge  in  the  mora* 
ing^  when  the  Affembly  met.  My  eyes 
were  naturally  direded  to  the  box  in  which 
they  were*  From  the  place  io  which  I  fat 
I  could  not  fee  th^  King,  but  I  had  a  full 
•view   of  the  Queen  and  the  reft  of  the 

# 

Royal  Family.  Her  beauty  is  gone !  No 
wonder.  She  feemed  to  liften  with  an  un« 
difturbed  air  to  the  fpeakers.  Sometimes 
ihe  whifpered  to  her  fifter- in-law,  and  to 
Madame  de  LambaUe  ;  once  or  twice  ihe 
ftood  up,  and,  leaning  forward,  furveyed 
every  part  of  the  hall.  A  perfon  near  me 
remarked,  that  her  face  indicated  rage  and 
the  moft  provoking  arrogance.  I  perceived 
nothing  of  that  nature  ;  although  tlie  turn 
of  the  debate,  as  well  as  the  remarks  which 
were  niade  by  feme  of  the  members,  muft 
have  appeared  to  her  highly  infolent  and 
provoking.     On  the  whole,  her  behaviour 

in  this  trying  fituation  feemed  full  of  pro- 
priety and  dignified  compofure.     I  know 

4 
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not  whether  the  height  from  which  this 
unhappy  Priacefs  has  fallen,  and  her  pre- 

fent  deplorable  (ituation,  may  not  make  mc 
view  her  with  a*dditional  intereft  and  par* 
tiality  j  but  I  am  furprifed  to  find  that  the 
edge  of  that  rancour  which  has  prevailed 
in  this  country  againft  her,  feems  to  be 
in  no  degree  blunted  by  her  misfortunes* 

It  was  impoflible  to  look  at  the  Prince 
Royal  without  refleding  that  his  lot,  which 
no  doubt  has  been  confidered  as  the  high- 
eft  of  all  prizes,  was  now,  of  a  fudden,  and 
without  any  fault  of  his,  changed  into  the 
moft  unfortunate  that  could  be  drawn  in 
the  lottery  of  life.  At  prefent  he  is  too 
young  to  calculate  the  amount,  or  tafte  the 
bitternefs  of  the  calamity  which  has  be- 
fallen him;  and  feemed  to  me  to  fufFer 
more  from  being  fp  long  confined  in  fuch 
a  narrow  place,  than  from  all  that  has 
happened  befides,  either  to  his  parents  or 
himfelf. 

Yot.  I.  F  My 
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My  attention  was  drawn  from  the  Royal 
Family  to  the  Swifs,  as  foon  as  they  ap- 
peared at  the  bar.  One  of  their  own  na- 
tion, as  I  fuppofed  by  his  accent,  addrefled 
the  Affembly  in  their  favour :  it  was  evi- 
dently the  defire  of  the  members  that  they 
ihould  be  faved  ;  but  all  thofe  in  the  tri- 
bunes were  not  in  the  fame  difpofition— 
one  exclaimed,  "  Il§  ont  affafline  nos  fre- 
res*." 

La  Croix  made  a  fpeech,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  to  foften  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  incline  them  to  mercy. 

'  Notwithftanding  which,  fome  wretches 
from  the  tribunes  called  for  juftice  and 
vengeance  for  the  death  of  their  friends. 

The  members  in  various  parts  of  the 
hall  fpoke  diredily  up  to  the  people  in 
the  tribunes  immediately  above  them, 
and  feemed  to  entreat  them  to  be  more 
humane.       One    member    near    me     ad- 

*  They  aflaflinated  our  brethren- 

dreffed 
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arefled  them  ih  th«  moft  earneft  manner, 
afluring  them,  that  the  unhappy  men  at 
the  bar   were   well   difpbfed   towkrds   the 

■'-  r 

French  nation;  that  they  had  acted  from 
ignorance,  and  in  obedience  to  thofe  whom 
they  thought  it  their  duty  as  foldiers  to 
obey  ;  but  had  they  known  that  they  Were 
intended  to  be  employed  againft  the  citi- 
zens, they  would  have  refufed  even  to  re- 
main in  the  Chateau. 

This  ejtpoftulation  produced  an  efFe£t  on 
many,  but  a  few  ftill  murmured ;  on  which 
a  deputy  loft  his  temper  fo  far  as  to  ad- 
drefs  that  part  of  the  gallery  froitt  whence 
the  murmur  pfdceeded^  in  angry  terms. 
He  was  flopped  by  thofe  next  him,  who  put 
him  in  niind,  that  this  might  irritate  the 
people  ftill  more,  and  prevent  what  he 
wiftied  :  he  fat  down,  faying,  •  **  Ces  gens 
font  des  betes  ftiroces  *•'* 

^  Thefe  people  ate  fetocious  brutes. 

F  2  I  do 
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I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  felt  myr 
felf  more  afFeded  than  during  this  conteft^ 
I  often  threw  my  eyes  into  the  Loge  du 
Logographe.  What  muft  have  been  the 
feelings  of  the  King  and  Queen !  What 
thofe  of  the  poor  Swifs  themfelves  !  While 
any  of  the  members  were  fpeaking  in  their 
favour,  and  affuring  the  people  that  they 
had  aded  from  conftraint,  and  never  were 
the  enemies  of  the  French  nation,  they 
ftretched  out  their  arms  in  confirmation  of 
what  was  faid.  I  was  filled  with  indigna- 
tion at  the  obduracy  of  fome  wretches  in 
tlie  galleries,  who  ftill  remained  inexorable, 
although  by  far  the  greater  part  was  now 
moved  to  compaffion. 
.  Lafource,  at  lad,  made  an  obfervation 
which  feemed  to  have  ^reat  effeiSI:.  It  is 
not  the  people,  faid  he,  who  third  for  the 

blood  of  thtffe  men,  but  a  few  villains  who 
excite  you  to  maffacre  them  for  fear  that 

they 
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they  Ihould  give  teftimony  of  the  confpira* 
cies  of  the  Cotirt. 

After  all,  however,  La  Croix  propofed 
that  they  fhould  not  be  immediately  car- 
ried back  to  the  guard-room,  but  remain 
in  the  Affembly  till  there  fhould  be  a  cer- 
tainty that  the  people  without  were  dif- 
perfed.  They  were  ordered  to  take  feats 
accordingly,  which  they  did  behind  the  de- 
puties. 

This  meafure  occurred   to  La.  Croix,  on 

■ 

hearing  that  fome  of  the  porters  at  the  ho- 
tels who  are  called  Swifs,  althoifgh  moft 
of  them  are  Frenchmen,  have  been  killed 
by  the  undifcriminating  fury  of  the  mob. 

The  poor  fellow  who  opens  the  gate  of 
our  hotel  has  taken  the  alarm,  and  begs  that 
in  future  we  may  call  him  the  Porter,  and 
not  the  Swifs.  All  of  the  fame  profeffion 
in  Paris  follow  his  example ;  they  have  al- 
ready removed  the  infcription,  ^'.  Parlez  au 
Suiife/'  which  is  generally  fixed  on  a  board 
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at  the  gate  of  hotels,  and  put  up  in  hi 
dead,  •*  Parlez  au  Portier/' 

The  remaining  three  minifters  were 
eledie^  by,  what  is  called,  Appel  nominal. 
The  majority  of  voices  -  were  for  Le  BruQ 
for  foreign  affairs,  Monge  for  the  marine, 
and  Danton  as  minifter  of  juftice. 

I   faw  fome  of  the  miniilers>  and  San- 

ft 

lerre,  who  is  appointed  comniander  in  chief 
of  the  Parifian  national  guards,  take  the 
oaths  before  I  left  the  Affembly;  and 
when  I  went  away  the  Swifs  foldiers 
were  ftill  in  it ;  but  on  going  out,  I  waj^ 
ferry  to  fee  a  great  number  of  m:en,  whpfe 
afpedls  I  did  not  much  like,  ftill  furrouncj- 
ing  the  hall :  this  gave  me  uneafinefs  on 
account  of  the  Swifs.  But  I  was  informed 
in  the  evening,  that  fome  hours  after  I  left 
the  Affembly,  it  had  been  propofed,  that 
to  fecure  the  lives  of  the  Swifs,  they  (hould 
be  accompanied  to  the  Hotel  de  Bourbon  by 
the  members  of  the  Affembly.     This  was 

pre-: 
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pr^^nted  by  a  number  of  the  foederis  from 
Marseilles,  the  very  men  whofe  intrepid  at- 
taek  had  put  the  Swife  to  flight,  appearing 
•at  tl^e  bar.  «*  The  Swifs/'  laid  they,  **  are  no 
long^  our  enemies,  we  will  efcort  them/* 

They  were  conveyed  accordingly  to  the 
Palais  de  Bourbon,  protefked  by  their  con- 
tjuerors  from  the  cowardly  rage  of  thofe 
who  had  fhrunk  from  them  when  they 
were  armed,  and  dated  to  attack  them  only, 
now  wheji  they  were  defencelefs  prifoner^^ 

The  magnificent  palace  of  the  Conde  fa- 
mily is,  I  underftaqd,  at  prefent,  a  kind  of 
military  poll.  The  Swifs  are  ordered  to 
be  detained  in  fome  courts  belonging  to 
that  palace,  till  a  court  martial  fhall  finally 
determine  their  fate.  This  meafure  was 
propofed  by  La  Croix,  by  way  of  appeaf- 
ing  the  people  ;  but  there  is  no  queftion 
that  the  defign  is  to  acquit  them  all.  I  am 
told  the  number  is  above  a  hundred. 

It   is  a  relief  to  my  mind  that  it  has 
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ended  fo.  1  had  many  unpleafaht  feftfa^ 
lions  this  day  while  I  remained  in  the  AC- 
fembly,  being  anxious  for  the  fafety  of  the 
Swifs,  fliocked  at  the  favage  difpo(ition 
manifefted  by  fome  of  the  people  in  the  gal- 
leries, and  filled  with  indignation  to  fee  the 
fegiflators  of  a  nation  forced  to  entreat  an  aft 
of  juftice  and  humanity  from  thofe  whom 
they  have  a  right  to  command.  This  is  the 
temporary  cffe£t  of  that  diforder  which  na- 
turally attends  a  great  convulfion* 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  the  Af- 
fembly  difplayed  great  firmnefs  during  the 
engagement  yeflerday.  When  the  cannon 
were  firft  heard,  one  of  the  deputies  ex- 
claimed— **  Do  you  hear  !  They  are  now 
endeavouring  to  deftroy  freedom,  and  re- 
cftabUfh  defpotifm.  Our  enemies  have  been 
encouraged  to  this  audacious  attempt  by 
our  fupinenefs.  Let  us  roufe  with  the 
people— let  us  fwear  to  maintain  Liberty 
and  Equality," 
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On  this,   all  the  members  darted  up^ , 
ftretched  forth  their  right  hands,  and  pro- 
nounced, ^*  Oui,  nous  le  |urons  */' 

The  enthufiafm  inftantly  fjpread  to  the 
!ped:ators  in  the  galleries,  and  the  cries  of 
*^  Vive  la  liberie !  Vive  la  nation  f  !"  re- 
founded  through  the  hall. 

During  the  fitting  of  y eftetday,  the  Al- 
fembly  decreed.  That  the  French  Nation  is 
invited  to  form  a  Conventional  Affembly, 
of  which  the  mode  and  time  of  elediion 
will  be  particularifed  hereafter. 

That  Louis  XVL  is  fufpended  from  hii 
authority,  till  fuch  time  as  the  Conventional 
Aflembly  fhall  decide  on  proper  mcafur^ 
for  fecuring  the  bleffing  of  freedom  to  the 
people. 

The  payment  of  the  Civil  Lift  is  likewife 
fufpended. 

♦  Yes,  we  fwean 

f  Liberty  for  ever !  The  coimtry  Tor  ever ! 

The 
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The^^ing -arid.  Royal  Fatnily  are  Wre- 
mitin  undet  the  immediate  fafeguard  of  the 
Aflembly,  and  within  the  walls  where  it 
me^ts,  till  fuch  time,  as  tranquillity  is  cfta- 
hliflicd  in  Paris ;  and  then  they  are  to  be 
conduced  to  the  pakce  of  Luxembourg, 
and  there  put  under  the  protedlipn  of  the 
citizens  and  of  the  laws. 

Ail  public  officers,  ^  whether  military  or 
civil,  who  (hall  leave  their  pofts  in  the  pre- 
fent  moment  of  danger  and  alarm,  are  de^ 
clared  infamous,  and  traitors  to  their  couiv- 
try. 

Thofe  and  other  decrees  of  yefterday 
were  fent  to  the  83  departments  of  France, 
by  couriers  who  fet  out  laft  night. 

Auguft  12. 

On  the  night  of  the  lOth,  commiflaries 
were  fent  from  the  National  Aflembly  to 
the  armies  to  explain  the  motives  of  thefe 
decrees.      Thefe.  comnuffaries    have    the 

power 
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power  of  pronouncing  the  fufpenfion  of 
tlje  general  officers  of  whatever  rankj  they 
are  enjoined  to  explain  to  officers  and  fol- 
diers  the  decrees  pronounced  by  the  AfTem- 
bly,  and  conciliate  them  to  the  prefent  mea* 
fures^  Three  in  particular  went  off  that 
night  to  the  army  commanded  by  La  Fay- 
ette. It  will  not  be  a  very  eafy  tafk  to  re^ 
concile  that  general  to  what  has  happened^ 
It  is  by  fome  people  believed  that  the  com^ 
mifTaries  have  orders  to  put  him  under  ar- 
jreft.  It  is  a  bold  meafure  to  arreft  a  popu- 
lar general  at  the  head  of  an  army  by  whom 
he  is  beloved,  and  the  AfTembly  have  ac- 
cordingly entrufled  very  bold  men  with  the 
execution  of  it.  Kerfaint,  who  is  the  per- 
fon  mofl  to  be  depended  on  in  the  commif^ 
fion,  is  a  naval  officer  of  great  profeffiona! 
merit,  and  who  alfo  has  the  reputation  of 
being  a  man  of  fenfe,  courage,  and  inte- 
grity.    Some  people,  however,  think  that 

jhe  commiflaries  run  a  greater  rifk  of  being 

banged 
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hanged  by  the  orders  of  the  general,  than 
the  general  runs  of  being  arretted  by  theirt* 
At  all  events,  France  is  at  prefent  in  more 
,extraordinary  and  more  critical  circum- 
fiances  than  we  have  any  record  of  any  na- 
tion's having  ever  been.  After  having, 
by  a  miraculous  effort,  overthrown  a  vaft 
fabric  of  defpotifra,  and  formed  a  new  fyf- 
tem  of  limited  monarchy,  the  people, 
ivhether  with  or  without  reafon,  I  cannot 
yet  determine,  become  at  once  convinced 
that  their  King  is  betraying  them;  they  at- 
tack his  palace,  confine  his  perfon,  and  fuf- 
pend  his  authority.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Legiflative  Aflembly  thinking  themfelves 
jufHfied  by  neceffity  in  going  thus  far,  and 
unwilling  to  give  an  example  of  an  uiurpa«i» 
tion  of  power,  decree  a  National  Convention 
to  meet  within  feven  weeks,  and  that  their 
own  diflblution  fliall  take  place  as  foon  as 
the  Convention  is  formed  :-— the  eledlions 
for  that  purpofe  to  go  on  at  a  time  when  the 

natiba 
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nation  itfeif  is  threatened  by  Ruflia,  Sar- 
linia,  Spain,  and  a  coalitidn  of  thfe  Princes 
of  Germany;  and  when  the  frontiers  of 
France  are  attacked  by  the  numerous  di£. 
ciplined  forces  of  Auftria  and  Pru£Ga,  abetted 
by  Princes  of  the  blood,  at  the  head  of 
2  2  jooo  emigrants. 

In  fuch  circumflances,  France  may  fay 
with  Frederic  the  Second  of  Pruffia,  *•  I 
know  not  whether  I  (hall  furvive  this  war  ; 
but,  fure  I  am,  my  enemies  can  obtain  no 
glory  by  overcoming  me." 

The  National  Aflembly  have  decreed^ 
that  the  ftatues  in  the  public  places  fhall  be 
deftroyed,  and  monuments  in  honour .  of 
Liberty  fubftituted  in  their  ftead.  The 
ilatue  of  Louis  XIII.  in  the  Place  Royal, 
thofe  of  Louis  XIV.  in  the  Places  Vendomdt 
and  Vi^oire,  with  that  of  Louis  XV.  in  the 
beautiful  opening  which  bore  his  name,  but 
which,  I  underftand,  is  to  bear  it  no  longer, 
are  already  overturned,  and  are  to  be  .re- 
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moved*  AH  the  amiable  and  popular  qlia« 
lities  of  Henry  IV.  will  not  faire  his  ftatiA  • 
on  the  Pont  Neuf  from  the  fame  fate.  To 
the  amateurs  who  lament  over  this  as  bar- 
barous  and  Gothic^  it  is  anfwered,  ^  L'art  ea 
gemira  peut-6tre,  mais  pour  un  chef-d'oeuvre 
perdui  la  Liberte  en  reproduira  mille  *.'* 

As  the  Aflembly  have  only  fufpended  the 
excrcife  of  the  regal  power,  but  have  not 
abolifhed  royalty,  thid  decree  againft  thtf 
ftatues  is  rather  exceeding  the  limits  they 
had  traced  to  themfclves:  it  is  intended  no 
doubt  as  a  hint  to  the  Conventional  Af- 
fembly. 

But  whatever  reafon  the  French  may  have 
for  proceeding  in  the  manner  they  do  with 
refpeft  to  their  own  kings  or  their  ftatues^ 
I  fee  no  wifdom  or  neceflity  in  their  pro^  * 
voking  the  hatred  of  all  the  crowned  headft 
-  «      ^ 

*  The  Arts  may  fuffer  for  a  time  ;  but  for  one  ma£» 
ter-piece  that  is  dcftroycd,  Liberty  will  produce 
thoiPfands* 

in 
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in  Europe.  They  fecra  to  have  rulhed  n 
Httle  wantonly  into  their  prefent  war  with  thfe 
Emperor.  But  if  they  can  give  good  political 
reafons  for  that,  there  certainly  is  none  fot 
their  indiiftrioufly  drawing  on  themfelvcs 
the  enmity  of  all  other  monarchies. 

Yet  thofe  of  the  beft  talents  among  therti 
may  be  accufed  of  this  imprudence.  Briflbt', 
in  a  difcourfe,  pronounced  on  the  9th  of 

July  laft,  "  Sur  les  caufes  des  dangers  dc 
la  patrie,"  talking  of  the  combination  of 
princes  againft  France,  ufes  the  following  ex- 
preffion :  "  Ces  puiflances  ne  tendent  pas  a 
prendre  quelques  villes,  a  gagner  quelques 
batailles,  a  s'arrondir,  a  is'aggrandir.  Non, 
une  idee  bien  plus  profonde  les  dirige  et  \tt 
rallie.  Le  fyfteme  de  liberte  qui  gouverne  la 
France  les  inquiete :  ils  y  voient  une  fource 
intariflable  d'ou  s'ecoUlerorit,  tot  ou  tard,  des 
torrens  qui  doivent  renverfer  tons  les  trones 
de  TEurope :  lis  voient  que  les  Rois  font 
ttiiirs,  et  ils  veulcnt  prevenir  Teppqua  ou  ib 
2  doivent 
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40ivei>t  tomber.  C'eft  done  ici,  Mefllcfuir, 
une  guerre  a  mort  entre  la  royaute  et  la 
Kberte.  Les  tyrans  de  TEurope  veulent 
nous  ^crafer,  ou  perir^*.'* 

And  Barbaroux,  one  of  the  deputies  from 
Marfeilles,  in  anfwer  to  an  infinuation  from 
fome  of  the  members,  that  the  foederes  from 
that  town  had  defigns  againft  the  life  of  the 
King,  faid  this  morning  in  the  Aflembly, 
"  Eh,  Meflieurs,  les  Marfeillois  n'aiment 
pas  ks  rois,  car  ils  font  les  flcaux  de  la  terre: 
xnais  ils  ne  s'en  debarrafleront  jamais  par  un 
crime  ;  ils  attendront  le  jugement  du  peu- 
ple  fouverain ;  et  d'aijleurs  Louis  XVI.  a 

♦  The  chief  aim  of  thofe  powers  is  not  to  take  a  few 
towns,  or  to  gain  battles,  or  to  incrcafe  their  dominions. 
A  more  ferious  idea  dirc£ls  and  unites,  them.  That 
fyflem  of  liberty  which  governs  France,  difquiets  them  j 
in  it  they  fee  an  inexhauflible  fourcc  from  which  tor- 
rents will  flow,  which  fooner  or  later  muft  overwhelm^ 
all  the  thrones  in  Europe.  They  fee  that  Kings  are 
ripe,  but  they  wifh  to  poftpone  the  time  of  their  falling- 
This,  Gentlemen,  is  a  mortal  war  between  royalty  and 
liberty — ^the  tyrants  of  Europe  muft  crufli  us,  or  perifh» 

creufe 
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creufe  lui^mcme  le  tombeau  de  la  royaut^ : 
c^eft  le  feul  bien  qu'il  aous  ait  fait  *." 

It  is  impoffible  for  me*  a  ftranger  juft  ar- 
rived at  Paris,  to  know  whether  the  trea-* 
chery  imputed  to  the  King  is  well  or  ill 
founded ;  but  I  fee  the  neceflity  of  charging 

m 

him  with  it,  to  juftify  the  prefent  meafures 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  At  Paris  they 
feem  inclined  enough  to  believe  the  whole. 
Whether  the  armies  and  provinces  are  in  the 
fjime  difpolTition,  is  yet  to  b^  (^^n^ 

Auguft  13* 

The  primary  afTemblies  for  choofing  the 
cledors  are  appointed  for  the  26th  of  this 
month.     The  ekiJ^ors  or  deputies  for  the 

*  I  acknowledge,  Gentlemen,  that  we  men  of  Mar- 
feiUes  are  not  fond  of  Kings,  for  they  are  the  fcourges 
of  the  earth ;  but  we  will-  never  rid  oiirfelves  of  them  \r\ 
a  criminal  manner  ;  we  will  wait  for  the  j;ijdgment  of 
the  Sovereign;  People.  Befides,  Lewis  the  Sixteenth, 
hashimfdf  dug  the  grave  of  royalty :  it  is  the  only  gooi 
br  ever  did  us. 

\Qh^  u  G  enTuing; 
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cnfumg  Convention  are  to  aflemble  on  the 
2d  of  September.  The  members  chofen 
for  the  Convention,  which  are  not  to  ex- 
ceed in  number  the  prefent  Legiflative  AC- 
fembly,  are  to  meet  at  Paris  on  the  20th  of 
the  fame  month. 

The  former  diftindion  of  the  citizens  into 
adifs  et  non  adifs  is  fupprefled  :  all  that  is 
neceflary  to  entitle  a  man  to  a  vote  iSj  that 
he  is  2 1  years  of  age,  a  Frenchman,  who 
has  lived  for  one  year  in  the  country  on 
his  own  revenue,  or  the  produce  of  his 
labour,  and  is  not  in  a  ftate  of  fervitude. 
The  eledors  are  to  have  three  livres  a  day 
during  their  mijfEon,  and  are  allowed  at  the 
rate  of  one  livre  a  league  for  the  diftance 
from  their  ufual  place  of  refidence  to  that 
in  which  the  eledion  of  members  for  their 

department  is  to  be  held. 

The  only  conditions  requifite  for  eligibr- 
Jity,  either  as  eledor  or  deputy,  are  thofe 
above  mentioned,   whatever  his  profeffion 
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is  or  has  been.  The  citizens  in  the  primary 
affemblies,  and  the  ele(5lor8  in  the  electoral 
affembly,  are  to  take  the  oath  to  maintain 
Liberty  and  Equality,  or  die  in  defend- 
ing them. 

The  above  regulations  will  no  doubt  be^ 
obferved- — although  they  are  not  decreed^  but 
only  recommended  by  the  prefent  Aflembly, 
who  do  not  aflume  the  right  of  ordaining  a 
form  for  the  exercife  of  fovereignty  in  the 
formation  of  a  National  Convention* 

Inftead  oi  decreeing^  therefore,  the  Affenv- 
bly  merely  invite  the  people  to  obferve  this 
method. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  occafionally  fee 
people  who,  when  the  Convention  is  men- 
tioned, fhrug  their  fhoulders  and  fmile,  In  ai 
manner  which  plainly  implies,  that  in  their 
opinion  there  will  be  no  Conventional  Af- 
fembly.  And  one  perfon  affured  me  in  a 
whifper,  that  if  there  fhould  happen  to  be  a 
Convention  at  Paris,  on  or  about  the  20th 
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of  September,  he  was  convinced  it  would  be 
,  compofed  of   Pruffiens  adifs    et   citoyens 
paiflifs. 

This,  however,  does  not  feem  the  opi* 
nion  of  the  people  in  general.  The  public 
walks  are  crowded  with  men,  women,  and 
children  of  all  conditions,  with  the  moft 
gay  unconcerned  countenances  imaginable. 
A  ftranger  juft  come  to  Paris,  without  hav- 
ing heard  of  the  late  tranfadions,  and  walk- 
ing  through  the  gardens  of.  the  Tuileries, 
Place  de  Louis  XVI.  and  Champs  Elifees, 
would  naturally  imagine,  from  the  frifky  be- 
liaviour  and  cheerful  faces  of  the  company 
he  meets,  that  this  day  was  a  continuation 
cC  a  feries  of  days  appointed  for  diflipation^ 
niirjh,  and  enjoyment;  he  could  not  pof- 

fibly  imagine  that  the  ground  he  is  walking 

-  •'  "  -  .  ,  » 

over  was  fo  lately  covered  with  the  bodies 
of  flaughtered  men ;  or  that  the  gay  lively, 
people  he  faw  were  fo  lately  overwhelmed 
vath  forrow  and  difmay, 

I  drove 
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1  drove  to  many  places  in  Paris  this  morn- 
ing. The  epithet  royal^  which  was  formerly 
fo  profufely  aflumed  and  infcribed  with 
pride  and  oftentation,  is  now  carefully 
effaced  from  every  fhop,  magazine,  auberge, 
or  hotel;  all  thofe  alfo  who  were  fo  vain  of 
announcing  over  their  doors  that  they  were 
the  tradefmen  of  the  King  or  Queen,  or  in 
any  way  employed  by  them,  have  removed 
every  word,  emblem,  or  fign  which  could 
revive  the  remembrance  of  fuch  a  connec- 
tion ;  and  at  prefent  a  taylor  would  rather 
advertife  that  he  was  breeches-maker  to  a 
fans  culottes,  than  to  a  prince  of  the  blood 
royal. 

Above  the  great  gate  of  the  church  of 
Notre  Dame,  are  the  figures  in  ftone  of 
twenty-fix  Kings  of  France,  from  Childe- 
bert  the  Firft  to  Philip  Auguft.  I  was  told 
,that  in  this  general  fury  againft  kings,  all 
thofe  venerable  perfonages  had  been  hewn 
to  pieces  by  the  people.    I  had  the  curiofity 

G3  to 
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to  go  to  the  cathedral  on  purpofe,  tp  fee 
whether  abfurd  zeal  had  been  carried  this 
length,  and  had  the  fatisfadion  of  finding 
this  royal  fociety  fafe  and  uninjured  by  any 
hand  but  that  of  Time. 

The  ridiculous  gigantic  ftatue  of  St.  Chrifc 
topher,  with  the  Bon  Dieu  upon  his  fhoul^ 
ders,  which  I  remember  to  have  flood  for^ 
merly  within  the  church,  is  now  removed } 
but  I  believe  the  revolution  cannot  claim  the 
merit  of  this  improvement,   as  it  was  madq 

before  it  began. 

From  the  N6tre  Dame  I  accompanied  a 
young  man  to  the  Carmelites  in  the  Rue 
St.  Jacques ;  he  had  a  curiofity  to  fee  the 
famous  Magdalene  by  Le  Brun.  The  ut- 
mofi  excefs  of  grief  is  ftrongly  exprefTed  in 
this  picture,  particularly  in  the  eyes  and 
Upper  part  of  the  facej  but  I  cannot  believe 
the  ftory,  fo  often  repeated,  that  the  Duchefs 
de  la  Valiere,  who  retired  to  this  convent 
when  file  found  herfelf  fupplanted  in  the 

aflfedion$ 


affections  of  Louis  XIV.  by  Madame  de 
Montefpan,  ever  fat  for  this  pidure.  How 
could  it  be  believed  that  a  woman  who  re- 
tired from  the  world,  whether  from  difap- 
pointed  love,  or  devotion,  would  affume, 
like  an  axStrefs,  the  features  of  exceflive  for- 
rpw,  and  fit  in  a  chofen  attitude,  that  a 
painter  might  draw  her  in  a  particular  cha- 
rader  ?  Vanity  prompts  people  to  this  kind 
of  conftraint  every  day,  but  real  grief  or 
devotion,  never. 

If  ftie  never  fat  for  it  then,  it  is  not  proba- 
ble that  it  has  much  refemblance  of  Madame 
de  la  Valiere:  yet  more  people  are  drawn  to 
fee  it,  from  the  notion  of  its  being  her  por- 
trait, than  from  the  pleafure  they  take  in 
viewing  a  fine  picture. 

The  man  who  fhewed  us  the  Carmelite 
church,  faid  there  were  at  prefent  forty 
nuns  in  the  convent,  all  of  whom  had  the 
liberty  to  leave  it,  but  they  chofe  to  remain. 
"  They  are  very  old,  I  fuppofe,"  faid  I. 

G4  "On 
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*^  On  the  cbntrary,V  replied  the^man,  "thert 
are  fome  of  them  young  and  handfome/* 

If  there  is  any  merit  in  retiring  from  the 
world  and  becoming  ufelfefs  to  fociety,  thefe 
nuns  have  a  claim  to  moire  now  than  fof* 
merly,  fmce  they  do  that  fpontaneouflyj 
which  before  they  poffibly  could  not  help. 

Auguft  14. 

Although  the  French  are  lefs  fubjed):  td 
fennui  than  any  other  people,  yet  they  arc 
extremely  inventive  of  expedients  to  pre- 
Vetit  it.  Of  all  the  contrivances  for  that  pur- 
pofel  ever  heard  of,  cne  of  the  moft  fingulat 
Was  what  I  was  informed  of  this  morning. 

As  I  flood  on  the  key  of  the  Louvre, 
a  battalion,  part  of  which  was  already  on  the 
Pont  Royal,  marched  paft ;  we  were  told 
that  the  mayor  of  Paris  was  in  the  front; 
they  were  condufVing  fome  Swifs  to  the 
Abbaye.  While  I  was  contemplating  this 
fcene,  a  man,  who  feemed  at  leaft  feventy 
years    of  age,   entered    into    converfation 

6  with 
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with  me :  a  girl  of  about  ten  or  eleTeti  ht\A 
bim  by  the  arm.  He  praifed  the  appear* 
ance  of  the  men  ;  and  the  young  girl  wa^ 
delighted  with  the  rough  caps  and  immenfc 
mouftaches  of  the  grenadiers. 

"  Mademoifelle  is  your  daughter  ?'*  faid  L 
**  No/'  anfwered  he,  "  I  do  not  know 
that  I  ever  had  any  children,  although  1 
have  lived  all  my  life  a  bachelor.  This 
poor  little  girl,"  added  he,  "  has  lived  with 
me  feveraL  years.  She  was  quite  deftitute, 
and  I  took  her  from  charity.  People  arc 
often  at  a  lofs  how  to  amufe  themfelves^ 
particularly  towards  the  decline  of  life*  I 
hav^  had  a  great  deal  of  pleafure,for  my  own 
part,  in  teaching  this  little  girl  mathematics." 
A  young  gentleman  who  was  prcfent 
burft  into  laughter  j  and  the  old  man  per- 
ceiving that  I  could  with  difficulty  re- 
frain, **  I  fee,*'  faid  he  good-humouredly, 
"  that  you  do  not  credit  what  Itell  you; 
but  it  is  literally  true.     I  hare  found  much 

amufe* 
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jtfnufem^nt  in  inftruding  this  child  iri  alge- 
bra and  the  mathematics.  She  is  a  very 
apj:  fcholar,  as  you  fhall  fee. 

"  Tell  me,    my  deat*,    what    are    the 
three  angles  of  any  triangle  equal  to  ?*' 

"Two  right  angles,"  anfwered  flie. 

**  Exadly,'*  faid  the  old  in.an ;  *•  and 
|)ray,  what  is  the  cube  root  of  eight?'* 

*'  Two,"  anfwered  the  girl. 
J    *'  And  what    is  the  cubic  number   of 
four  ?"  refumed  he. 

She  immediately  replied,  **  Sixty-four.*' 

Having  enjoyed  our  furprife  a  little,  and 
finding  we  were  going  a  different  road,  he 
took  his  le^ve  of  us  in  high  fpirits,  and 
walked  away  with  the  girl  holding  his  arm. 
I  mention  this  rencontre  merely  for  its  fm- 
gularity,  and  not  by  way  of  advice  to  men 
in.  the  decline  of  life.  For,  although  it 
feems  to  have  fucceeded  wonderfully  with 
this  particular  old  man,  it  would  be  rafli  to 
iaf<vr,  that  it  would  be  equally  fafe  and  fa- 

lutary 
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lutary  for  every  old  m4n  to  amu^fe  hiin^ 
fdf  in  teaching  a  young  girl  mathematics. 

On  quitting  him  I  walked  to  the  Na* 
tional  Aflembly .  One  of  the  cannoneers 
who  had  diftingulflied  himfelf  in  the  aftion 
of  the  I  oth,  on  the  fide  of  the  people,  wa3 
fX  the  bar  :  aconfiderable  quantity  of  filver 
plate  had  been  taken  by  this  man  from 
thofe  who  had  ftolen  it  from  the  palace; 
and  having  been  brought  by  him  to  the 
Aflembly,  now  lay  on  the  table. 

Many  inftanccs  of  the  fame  difinterefted 
fpjrit  were  exhibited,  as  I  have  been  re- 
peatedly told  by  thofe  who  were  prefent  in 
the  Aflembly  immediately  after  the  engage- 
ment. The  jewels  of  the  Queen,'  many 
maffy  pieces  of  plate,  very  valuable  pieces 
•  of  furniture  which  could  have  been  eafily 
concealed,  all  the  filver  utenfils  belonging 
to  the  chapel,  were  brought  to  the  Aflem- 
bly by  thofe  who  made  the  firfl:  irruption 
intp  the  palace.     Some  poor  fellows  who 

had 
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had  not  whblc  clothes  on  theif  l>ack^, 
brought  little  facks  of  gold  and  filver  coirt^ 
and  depofited  them  unopened  in  the  hall 
of  the  Aflembly.  One  foldier  brought  hi^ 
hat  full  of  louis,  and  emptied  it  on  the 
table.  ^ 

It  is  in  the  times  of  great  political  ftrugglcs 
and  revolutions,  that  the  tninds  of  men  are 
moft  apt  to  be  exalted  above  the  felfifli 
confiderations  of  ordinary  life :  thofe  are 
the  epochs  of  great  virtues  as  well  as^  oT 
gr^at  vices.  It  is  an  error  to  imagine,  that 
Ta^n  of  the  loweft  rank  in  life  are  unfuf- 
ceptible  of  heroic  and  generous  fentiments. 
All  who  are  fufceptible  of  enthufiafm  are 
capable  of  being  aftuated  by  them..  It  is 
the  minions  of  fortune^  thofe  who  have 
been  pan)pered  from  their  infancy  by  the 
hand  of  luxury,  and  ^arly  accuftomed  X.6 
every  kind  of  profufion,  whofe  minds  fink 
into  torpor  for  want  of  exertion  j  it  is  fuoh 
.  ^  thofe  that  are  the  moft  likely  to  be  un- . 
?  fufceptible 
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fufceptible  of  generous  fentipcients,  and  In- 
capable  of  heroic  efforts. 

Augull  15^ 

,  I  went  this  morning  to  call  on  M.  Gau- 
tier  the  banker.  As  I  crofled  the  court  to 
go  to  his  office,  I  met  an  old  gentlemaa 
whofe  face  I  thought  I  had   feen  before, 

but    was   not  certain.      We   falu,ted  ^ach 

•  ■  ■     '  •  ..,....,»      .  ■ . 

other  without  fpeaking.     When  I  entered,,; 
I  was  informed  by  M.  Gautier  it  was  the, 
Abbe  Ray nah    1  was  happy  at  this  infor^. 
Illation^  becaufe    I  had    heard,  that  hap-^ 
pening  to  have  ilept  the  preceding  night 
io  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries^  he  had  been 
killed  on  the  morning  of  the  joth,  as  I  fear 
many  real  friends  of  liberty  were. 

Although  the  National  Aflembly  had  de- 
creed, that  the  Royal  Family  (hould  be 
lodged  in  the  palace  of  Luxembourg,  this 
was  delayed,  becaufe  a  deputation  from  Jthe 
Si?(3tion  des  (^atre  lotions  reprefented  to 
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the  Aflembly,  that  there  are  fubterraneous 
paflages  belonging  to  that  building,  by 
which  the  King  might  be  carried  off. 

On  the  fame  day  another  petition  was 
ptefented  of  a  fingular  nature  indeed.     In 
this  the  AfT^mbly  are  reproached  for  having 
dfecreed   only  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Kingi 
when  all  France  wifhes  his  being  dethroned. 
^^  Pourquoi/'   continue  thefe  modeft  peti- 
tioners, "   attendre  la  Convention  Natio- 
nale  ?  Le  peuple  eft  la  pour  fandionner  vos 
decrets.     Louis  XVI.  eft  atteint  de  la  ma- 
l<5di£tion  nationale  ;  il  a  lachement  fui  de 
fon  palais,  pour  laiffer  plus  audacieux  les 
affafEns  du  peuple  ;  il  n'eft  venu  dans  vo- 
tre  fein  que  pour  dider  votre  arret,  (i  fes 
agens  euffent  ete  vidtorieux.     Des  veuvesj^ 
des  enfans  defoles  vous  demandent  venge- 
ance. Qui  de  vous  n'eft  pas  difpofe  a  deve- 
iiir  le  juge  fevere  du  fcelerat  Louis  XVI  ? 
Commandez   vos   generaux  de    faire   lire 

a  tons 
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a  tous  les  peuples  la  declaration  des  droits 
de  rhomme,  et  de  proclamer  la  guerre  a 
tous  les  tyrans  *." 

The  terms  in  which  thofe  petitioners 
mention  the  King,  are  equally  odious  on 
account  of  their  barbarity  and  their  falfe- 
hood. 

They  are  alfo  infoLent  to  the  National 
Aflembly,    which  has  declared,    that    not 
prefuming  to  determine  what  the  will  of 
the    nation   is   refpecting   the    King,    this 

*  Why  wait  for  the  National  Convention?  The 
people  are  ready  to  fanftion  your  decrees.  Lewis  XVI. 
18  covered  with  the  curfes  of  his  country.  He  (hame- 
fully  abandoned  his  palace,  that  the  aflaffins  of  the 
people  might  ad  more  boldly.  He  came  among  yo» 
for  no  other  purpofe  but  to  pronounce  your  condemna- 
tion, if  his  troops  had  been  viftorious.  Widows  and 
wretched  infants  call  to  you  for  vengeance.  Can  any 
of  you  be  unwilling  to  become  the  fevere  judge  of  th^ 
flagitious  l.cwis  ?  Give  orders  to  your  generals  that 
the  declaration  of  the  rights  of  man  be  read  to  every 
people,  and  let  them  declare  war  againft  all  tyrants. 

2  point 
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point  is  left  to  the  decifion  of  the  nation 
itfelf,  to  be  exprefled  by  the  organ  of  a 
Convention  of  its  own  choofing.  This  ia 
all  unneceffary,  fay  the  petitioners.  What 
you  do  not  kno'W  we  will  tell  you.  All  the 
people  wiftx  the  King  to  be  dethroned ; 
take  bur  word  for  it,  and  fave  the  troublQ 
of  calling  a  Conventional  AflTembly, 

Ifj  however,  this  addrefs  to  the  Aflem* 
bly  i$  intended  as  an  order ^  which  I  am  in- 
formed many  late  petitions  ^re,  then  all 
the  expreflions  are  not  fo  improper ;  we 
are  then  only  furprifed  at  its  being  entitled 
a  petition^ 

The  Commune  de  Paris,  which  is  a 
council  or  affembly  compofed  fcf  memberss 
from  the  48  fe<3:ion8  of  Paris,  not  approv- 
ing of  the  Luxembourg  for  the  King's 
refidence^  fent  a  deputation  to  the  bar  of 
the  National  AfTembly,  where  Manuel,  their 
procureur,  faid,  ^*  La  France  eft  libre,  car 
Loms  eft  fujet  de  la  loi.     Nous  venons 

\ou*. 
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vous  propofer  pour  fa  demcure  le  Temple— 
lious  vous  propofbns  de  le  faire  conduire 
avec  tout  le  refpeSl  dA  ^  Nnfoftuni*^^  &c. 

The  Affembly  applauded  his  fpeech,  and 
agreed  to  the  propcfal ;  but  it  were  to  be 
wilhed  that  the  treatment  of  the  unfortunate 
family  had  correfponded  with  the  fentiments 
which  the  Aflembly  approved. 

The  lodge  or  box  in  which  the  royal  family 
fat  for  three  days  from  morning  till  night,  is 
a  fmall  room  of  about  nine  or  ten  feet  fquarc, 
at  the  prefident's  right  hand,  and  feparated 
from  the  hall  of  the  Aflembly  by  fmall  iron 
bars :  the  entry  is  behind  from  the  corridor 
into  a  kind  of  fmall  clofet,  through  which 
you  pafs  into  the  lodge.  This  clofet  was  the 
only  place  into  which  they  could  retire;  and 
.they  catae  into  the  lodge  at  nine  of  the  morn-. 

*  France  16  free,  becaufe  Lewis  is  fubjedl  to  law.-— 
We  propofc  the  Temple  for  his  refidence,  and  we 
wiih  him  to  be  conducted  thither  with  all  the  regard 
due  to  the  unfortunate. 

yoL.  u  H  ^  ing 
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ijig  of  the  1  oth,  and  remained  till  midnlghif 
when  they  were  conduded  to  an  adjacent 
committee-room,  where  they  pafled  the 
night,  returning  to  the  lodge  about  ten  in 
the  morning. 

On  the  nth  and  12th  they  retired  at 
about  nine  or  ten  at  night ;  an4  on  the  13thf 
they  were  conducted  to  their  prifon  lit, the 
Temple.  As  this  fmall  clofet  was  the  oaly 
place  to  which  they  cpuld  retire,  they  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  taking  every  refreih- 
ment  they  needed  through  the  day,  there. 
Gn  the  loth  the  King  ate  nothing  but  a 
little  bifcuit  and  a  glafs  of  lemonade  j  the 
Queen,  nothing  but  a  bafon  of  fmxp.  On 
the  fubfequent  days  they  had  their  dinter 
from  a  neighbouring  traiteur,  which  was 
ferved  in  the  fame  little:  clofet.  Their  fole. 
occupation,  during  all  this  time,  was  hear- 
ing the  debates   of  the  Aflembly.      This 

would  probably  have  been  a  fevere  punifli- 

1'  '  ■■       ■ .      .--  '  ..--•' 

Dient,  although   perlonal   abufe  had  been 

abftained 
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Jbftained  from;  which,  however,  Was  ttOt 
always  the  cafe.  One  member*/  in  the 
midft  of  his  harangu(2,  faicj,  "  that  all  the 
blood&ed  of  that  day,  and  all  the  miferies 
of  the  country,  were  owing  to  the  perjury 
and  treafon  of  that  traitor/'  pointing  to  the 
King.  This  certainly  was  not  obferving 
iMui  le  rtJj^eH  M  4  rit^ortune.  To  give  way  to 
foeh  an  outrage  agai^nft  a  num,  hot  to  fay  a 
King,  in  this  utihappy  fituation,  required 
the  heart  of  a  tiger,   and  the  manners  of  a 

Some  time  after  the  firing  on  the  i  oth 
was  quite  Qvcr^  the  Queen,  being  impatient 
to  know  the  particulars  of  what  had  pailed, 
defired  a  young  man  who  had  the  cafe  of 
the  box,  with  whom  I  have  co.nverfed,  to 
go  to  the  Tuileries  and  Caroiufel,^  and  bring 
her  an  account  of  what  he  fciw.  The  young 
•man  went;  and  withopt  making  a  very  mi- 
nute furvey^    ot  walking    over   half  the 

•  Ciiabot,  formerly  a  Capuchin  Friar* 

H  2  ground 


(       100      ) 

ground  on  which  the  fighting  had  been,  he 
reported  that  he  had  counted  a  hundred  and 
twenty  dead  bodies.  The  Queen  fhed 
tears  at  this  report,  and  afked  him  no  more 
queftions  on  that  fubjeft. 

It  muft  feem  ftrange,  the  whole  Aflembly 
being  witnefs  to  the  uncomfortable  and  inde- 
cent fituation  of  the  royal  family  for  fo  long 
a  fpace  of  time,  that  none  of  them  propofed  to 
remedy  it ;  which  might  have  been  done,  in 
fome  degree,  by  their  having  the  ufe  of  fomc 
other  fmall  rooms  which  are  undpr  the  fame 
roof  with  the  Aflembly  hall. 

I  fuppofc  that  thofe  who  wifhed  it,  were 
afraid  to  fhew  any  attention  to  the  royal 
family;  and  thofe  who  could  have  done  it 
with  fafety,  wanted  the  iaclination;  for  it 
is  evident  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
members,  fince  the  decifive  affair  of  the 
I  oth,  are  under  perfonal  apprehenfion. 
Thofe  who  voted  in  favour  of  M .  la  Fayette 
have  been  threatened   by   the    populace. 

Gorfas, 
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©orfas;  the  editor  of  the  Courrier,  has  beea 
applied  to,  to  publifh  their  names,  which 
he  humanely  refufes  to  do.  The  only 
meaning  of  fuch  requeft  certainly  is  to  point 
them  out  to  the  fury  of  the  mob. 

When  the  royal  family  were  conduded 
from  their  very  narrow  apartment  in  the 
Aflembly  to  the  Temple>  the  affluence  of 
people  was  prodigious;  they  exacted  that 
the  windows  of  the  carriage  fhould  be  kept 
down — this  was  complied  with.  In  going 
through  the  Place  Vendome,  whether  it 
happened  from  the  mere  confluence  of 
people,  or  by  premeditated  defign,  the 
carriage  was  flopped  a  confiderable  time 
near  the  overturned  flatue  of  Louis  XIV, 

The  Queen  was  thought  to  thrgw  difdain- 
ful  looks  on  the  people.  Whether  this  was 
really  the  cafe,  or  imaginary,  I  know  not; 
but  I  am  aflured  that  Pction,  the  mayor  of 
Paris,  who  was  in  the  coach,  begged  of  the 

Queen  to  look  with  more  niildnefs,  as  fome 
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6f  them  feemed  provoked,  and  he  dreaded 
the  confequence. 

Her  Majefty  after  this  threw  down  hey 
eyes  without  looking  at  the  people  at  all. 

The  King  feemed  lefs  forrowful  or  pcn- 
iive.  When  they  were  going  into  the  car- 
riage at  the  Ajflfembly  hall,  fome  one  faid, 
they  were  putting  too  many  into  the  coach. 
On  which  his  Majefty,  with  a  look  of  good 
humour,  replied,  *^  Not  at  all ;  M,  Petion 
knows  that  I  can  fuppprt  a  much  longer 
.  journey  with  a  great  many  in  the  carriage/^ 

This  alluded  to  his -return  to  Paris  after 
being  flopped  at  Varehnes,  when  the  King, 
Queen,  Dauphin,  and  Madame  Elizabeth^ 
with  Barnave  and  Petion,  were  all  in  the 
fame  carriage. 

There  were  fome  cries  of  Vive  la  Nation ! 
i^s  they  pafled  through  the  ftreets ;  but  on 
the  whole  the  people  were  more  filent  and 
lefs  tumultuous  than  was  expedled  by  many, 

and 


and  the  royal  family  arrived  fafely  at  the 
Templei 

The  Princcfs  Lamballe,  Madame  Tour- 
zclfe,  governefs  of  the  royal  children,  and 
fome  other  women  of  the  Queen^s  family, 
were  carried  to  the  Tempk  at  the  fame  time. 

There  have  been  a  great  number  of  per- 
fons  arretted  fmce  the  i  oth.  All  thofe  who 
?ire  known  to  have  pafled  the  night  between 
the  9th  and  10th  in  the  palace  of  the  Tuile- 
ries,  or  are  fufpeded  of  it,  are  fearched  for 
vvith  diligehce.  Two  men  accufed  of  an 
intention  of  aflaffinating  Petion  have  been 

taken  up,  and  are  in  prifon.  What  proofs 
there  are  of  fuch  an  intention,  I  know  not ; 
biit  it  is  a  very  ferious  misfortune,  at  this 
particular  time,  to  be  under  the  fufpicion. 

While  I  was  in  the  Aflembly,  fome  mem- 
bers  propofed  a  call  of  the  houfe,  by  way  of 
afcertaining  who  were  prefent  during  the 
late  important  fittings.  It  was  at  firft  agreed 
for  the  morrow  at  mid-day;  but  one  calling 

H  4  out 
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out  ^*  this  night  at  midnight,"  this  lad  ptb« 
pofal,  which  feems  a  little  whimfical,  was 
adopted. 

The  extreme  fenfibility  and  vivacity  of 
the  French  prompt  them  too  often  to  dc-p- 
cide  on  fudden  impulfes,  without  taking 
time  to  weigh  ^nd  deliberate.  In  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  a  rapidity  of  decifion  can  bo 
of  no  confequence ;  but  they  fometimes 
fhew  the  fame  quickn^fs  in  matters  of  feri^ 
ous  import, 

A  little  Englifh  phlegm  would  be  of  ufe 
in  their  councils. 

I  underftand  that  thofe  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  papers  of  Monf  Laporte  have 
found  matters  of  accufation  againft  th^ 
King,  ^nd  th?  minifter  himfelfj  and  alfo 
fome  curious  papers  concerning  the  myf- 
terious  bufmefs  of  the  pearl  necklace,  and 
Madame  de  la  Motte, 

Auguft  1 6. 

Jlaving  made  it  my  bufincfs,  ever  fince  I 


b. 


have  b^en  in  France,  to  take  every  opporif 
tuaity  of  converfing  with  the  people,  I  find 
a  great  akeration,  I  will  not  venture  to  fay 
in  their  fentiments,  but  afTuredly  in  their 
difcourfe* 

Before  the  loth  of  this  month,  many 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  King,  and  juftified 
his  giving  tiie  veto  to  the  two  decrees  of 
the  National  Affembly— one  refpedling  a 
camp  of  20,000  men  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Paris,  and  the  other  regarding  the  priefls 
who  refufed  to  take  the  oaths  to  the  Con- 
fiitution;  theyfaid,  "  the  King  had  a  right, 
by  the  Conilitution,  to  make  ufe  of  this 
power  of  rejeding  decrees  at  his  difcretion, 
and  that  none  but  feditious  perfons  would 
attempt  to  force  his  confent.'* 

They  blamed  thofe,  as  fuch,  who  had  ex- 
cited  the, tumultuous  proceflton  of  the  inha* 
bitants  of  the  fuburbs  on  the  20th  of  June; 
lamented  that  the  executive  poT^er  was  not 

ftrong  enough  to  punifh  themj  hoped  that 

this 


(    lo6    ) 

Ail  Wotlld  fooh  be  ^h6  cafe;  and  declared 
their  belief  that  the  Kiiig  was  calumniated 
by  fadious  men  who  were  enemies  to  the 
Conftitution,  wWle  te  fincerely  wifhed  t€> 
maintain  it  according  to  the  oath^'he  had 
taken.  '-      f 

Some  tradefmei!^  w^bo  did  duty  as  liations^l 
guards  have  acknowledged  ta  me,  jthat 
j^hea  called  to  aria^  on  the  night  of  the 
0th,  they  confidered:  that  the  purpofe  for 
?i?vhich  they  were  aflcmbled,  was  to  repel 
any  attack  on  the  palace,  and  defend  the  per- 
foiis  ofthe  royal  family;  which  duty  it  was 
their  intention  toi  perform,  till  they  heard 
the  general  ay;  that  the  Swifs  were  mafla- 
cring  the  people^  and  then  they  joined  with 
the  citizens  againft  the  Swifs,  and  thofe  in 
the  caiUe. 

The  truth,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  isj^ 
that  few  of  the  national  guards  took  part  in 
the  adion  till  the  palace  was  forced,  and 
the:  Swifs  with  all  within  it  l)egan  to  fly: 
'     -  and 
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tnd  if  the  f&deres  and  thofe  from  the 
fuburbs  had  be6n  difperfed,  a  great  part  of 
the  national  guards  would  have  declared  in 
that  event,  as  they  did  ih  the  other,  for  the 
vidtorious  party. 

Now  every  body  feems  tp  have  the  fame 
fentiments,  and  hold  the  fame  language, 
namely,  that  the  King  was  in  correfpbaxd*'' 
pnce  with  the  emigrant  princes,  and  betray- 
ing the  country  to  the  enemy.  Certain  pa- 
pers have  been  found  in  the  palace,  which; 
it  is  faid,  make  it  very  clear.  On  this  fub- 
jed:  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  form  a 
decided  opinion ;  nor  am  I  at  all  certain  that 
the  fentiments,  which  I  hear  announced  by 
thbfe  who  have  furer  grounds  of  judging, 
are  conformable  to  their  real  opinion  ;  for  it 
Is  by  no  means  fafe  to  avow  any  way  ^f 
thinking  but  one. 

Great  pains  are  taken  to  convince  the 
people  at  large  of  the  treachery  of  the  court, 

^nd  that  a  profcription  was  made,  and  a 

maflacre 
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maflacre  intended,  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
patriots,  in  cafe  the  court  had  been  victo- 
rious:  this  is  not  only  infinuated  in  the 

journals,  but  pafted  up  in  printed  papers  on 

•  »• 

the  walls  all  over  Pans. 

In  the  mean  time,  in  the  gardens  of  the 
Tuileries,  in  the  Place  de  Louis  XV.  and 
Palais  Royal,  men  are  feen  mounted  on 
chairs  haranguing  to  little  circles  which 
form  around  them :  the  continual  theme  of 
thefe  orators,  who  are  no  doubt  hired  for 
the  purpofe,  is  the  treachery  of  the  King, 
and  the  profligacy  of  the  Queen,  whom  they 
generally  diftinguifti  by  the '  appellation  of 
Monfieur  and  Madame  Veto. 

When  I  fee  fuch  artful  induflry  to  en*- 
rage  the  people  againfl  the  King  and  Queen, 
and  hear  of  intended  maflfacres  without  any 
proofs,  fo  far  from  being  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  what  is  fo  afliduoufly  circulated,  I 
rather  dread  that  all  thefe  pains  are  taken  to 

prepare 
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prepare  the  people's  minds  for  meafures 
which  cannot  yet  be  avowed. 

The  influence  of  theatrical  entertainments 
on  the  public  mind  is  too  powerful  to  be 
negledted  on  the  prefent  occafion :  the  ma- 
fic, the  pantomime,  and  the  new  pieces 
brought  forth,  all  are  calculated  to  infpire 
fentiments  and  pailions  favourable  to  the 
fecond  Revolution^  for  the  affair  of  the  i  oth 
is  already  dignified  with  that  name. 

I  am  much  miftaken,  however,  if  there 
was  not  a  confiderable  rilk  of  its  terminat- 
ing fo  as  that,  inflead  of  a  revolution,  it 
would  have  been  called  a  rebellion;  in  which 
cafe  we  fhould  have  heard  a  very  different 
language  from  the  fame  mouths  at  the 
theatres. 

Auguft  17. 

I  have  hacj  a  great  curiofity  to  fee  the 
famous  club  of  Jacobins  ever  fince  ray  ar- 
rival at  Paris,  which  was  not  gratified  till 

thi^ 
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4his  evening,  whea  one  of  the  members 
procured  me  admiffiftn. 

This  fociety  originated  in  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  deputies  from  Brittany,  who  occi-^ 
fionally  met  at  Verfailles  in  the  year  1 789. 
Many  deputies  from  other  provinces,  thd 
moft  zealous  for  liberty,  foon  joined  themj 
and  even  fome  of  the  fame  difpofition  who 
vsrere  not  deputies,  were  admitted  into  the 
fociety,  which  then  bad  the  name  of  Co- 

^nite  Breton. 

In  this  fociety  it  was  firft  propofed  to 
conftitute  the  majority  of  the  Eftates  Gc^ 
neral  into  a  National  Aflembly. 

When  the  National  Aflembly  was  tranf^ 
f erred  to  Paris,,  this  fociety  held  its  meetings 
in  the  convent  of  Jacobins  in  the  Rue  9fU 
Honorcj  and  aflumed  the  name  of  Societe  de 
la  Revolution,  and  afterwards  that  of  Amis 
de  la  Conftitution  ;  but  they  are  generally 
called  fimply  Jacobins.  A  great  number  of 
the  mojft  diftinguiflied  for  talents  of  the 

Aflembly, 
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AflenAly'j  !sc?  well  as  of  the  citizens  of  Pam^ 
Were  gradually  ele^SeS  members  j  and  tl>e 
number,  I  am  tol4,  Uas  been,  above  i4Po, 
.  The  avowed  bufioefs  of  this  fociety  is  to 
deliberate  and  debate  on  fubje<fls  of  gdvcrn- 
ment,  and  watch  ov:er  the  general  interefls 
of  liberty.  V    ^ 

Societies  of  the  fame  name  and  nature  arc  , 
cftabliftied  all  over  France,  which  hold  a 
regular  xcacreipondence  with  the  parent  fo- 
ciety at  Paris — and,  by  mutually  communis- 
camng  ■  inforlnation  and  advice,  a£t  with 
wonderful  efficacy  on  important  occafions. 
M.  Alexander  Lameth  and  M/Duport, 
as  I  have  been  informed,  were  the  firft  who 
propofed  the  projedl  of  eftabliftiing  ibcietics 
of  the  fame  kind  with  the  Jacobins  of  Paris 
all  over  France,  and  having  a  regular  car- 
refpondence  with  them. 

This  conftant  intercoutfe  accounts  for 

the  immediate  and   uhiverfal  approbation 

which  has  been  given  through  all  the  dc- 

a  .partments 
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partments  to  certain  meafurcs  of  the  Aflem- 
bly ;  which  muft  have  appeared  very  extra- 
ordinary to  foreigners,  unacquainted  with 
this  conftant  rapid  circulation  of  fentiment^ 
I  underfland  there  are  at  leaft  ten  thoufand 
focieties  of  this  kind  in  France. 

Moft  queftions  of  great  importance  are 
difcufled  in  the  Jacobin  fociety  of  Paris,  be- 
fore they  are  introduced  into  the  National 
Affembly ;  and  the  fuccefs  they  are  likely  to 
have  in  the  fecond,  may  be  generally 
known  by  that  which  they  have  had  in  the 
fitft. 

The  hall  in  which  the  Jacobins  meet,  is 
fitted  up  nearly  in  the  fame  ftyle  with  that 
of  the  National  Affembly.  The  tribune,  or 
pulpit  from  which  the  members  fpeak,  i$ 
oppofite  to  that  in  which  the  prefident  is 
feated :  there  is  a  table  for  the  fecretaries 
and  galleries  for  a  large  audience  of  both 
fexes,  in  the  one  as  in  the  other.  Men  are 
appointed,  who  walk  through  the  hall  to 

command 
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command,  or  rather  folicit,  filence  whea  the 
debate  becomes  turbiilent  at  the  club  of  Jaco- 
bins, in  the  fame  manner  as  the  huiffiers  do  at 
the  National  Affembly,  and  ufually  with  as 
little  eflFedt :  the  bell  of  the  prefident,  and 
voices  of  the  huiffier8,are  equally  difregardcd 
in  ftormy  debates  at  both  Aflemblies :  it  is 
doubtful  if  ^olus  himfelf,  who 

Luftantes  ventos  tempeftatefque  fonoras 
Impcrio  premit, 

could  at  once  filence  certain  turbulent  mem« 
bers,  when 

im  indignantes  magno  cum  murmurc— ^r- 
Circum  clauftra  fremunt. 

I  have  been  told  that  fome  of  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  members  in  point  of  talent  and 
charader,  have  lately  withdrawn  from  this 
fociety,  and  that  it  is  not  now  on  fuch  a  re- 
fpe^table  footing  as  it  has  been.  Roberf-* 
pierre,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Confti- 
tuent  Affembly,  and  of  courfe  cannot  be  of 
the  prefent,  has  great  fway  in  the  club  of 

VOL*  !•  I  Jacobins, 
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Jacobins,,  by  which  iheaiw  hb  influence  in 
th€  Aflembly^:  and:  in  tfecioonawQn  council 
of  Paris,  i&  very  confideraWe* 

M,  la  Fayette,  in  his  famous  letter  pfl 
the  i6th  of  June,  from  the  camp  of  Maq- 
bei^e,  fpeaking  of  this  fociety,  fays,  "  I^?., 
fadion  Jacobihe  a  caufe  tons  les  defordnesj 
c'eft  elle  que  j'en  accufe  haiitempnt.  Or- 
ganifee  comme  un  empire  a  part,  et  avevgle- 
ment  dirigee  par  quelques  chefs  ambitieux, 
cette  fedle  forme  une  corporation  djiftinfte 
au  milieu  du  peuple  Francois,  dont  elle 
ufurpeJes  pouvoirs,  en  fubjugant  fcs  repre- 
fentans  et  fes  mandataires  *." 

This  letter  to  the  National  Aflembly^  and 
his  leaving  his  army  and  appearing  in  the 
Aflembly  ©n  the  28th  of  June,  turned  the 

*  Tlie  Jacobin  faftion  has  produced  all  the  difordcTSj 
it  is  that  fociety  which  I  loudly  accmfe.  Organized  like 
an  empire,  and  blindly  governed  by  fome  ambitldtit 
*m€n,  this  fociety  forms  a  diftin£l  corporation  in  the 
middle  bf  the  French  nation,  whofe  power  it  ufurps, 
and  whofe  reprefentatives  it  fubdues. 

,     tide 
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tide  of  popularity  entirely  againft  him; 
a^dtljiere  is  at  prefeat  a  rumour  that  Ge* 
ntral  la  Fayette  is  going  to  march  his  army 
againft  Paris. 

There  was  not,  properly  fpeaking,  a  dc<^ 
bat^  at  the  Jacobins  to-day,  but  rather  a  fe- 
ri^s  of  violent  fpeeches  againft  him.  I  un#- 
4erftand  Indeed,  that  of  late  the  fpeakers  ar$ 
generally  of  one  opinion;  for  Roberfpierre'3 
pairtifans  raife  fuch  a  noife  when  any  one 
attempts  to  utter  fentiments  oppofite  to  what 
he  is  known  to  maintain,  that  the  voice  of 
the  fpeaker  is  drowned,  and  he  is  obliged  to 
yield  the  tribune  to  another  orator  whofe 

s  * 

doftrine  is  more  palatable. 

The  moft  univerfally  agreeable  motion 
that  was  made  while  I  was  prefent  was, 
',that  a  price  (hould  be  fet  on  the  head  of  M. 
^  Fayette,  and  that  chaque  citoyen  p&t 
courirfus ;  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  that 
any  body  that  pleafed  to  murder  him  fhoulcjk 
be  rewarded  for  fo  doing. 

I  2     .  A  little 
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*  A  little  before  the  Affembly  broke  upi 
one  of  the  Marfeillois,  who  feemed  not  to 
be  an  officer,'  mounted  the  tribune:  he 
faid  there  was  a  report  that  the  commif- 
Tioners  from  the  Aflembly;  to  La  Fayette's 
army  were  arretted  at  Sedan ;  if  fo,  that 
lie  and  others  of  his  countrymen  intended 
to  afk  permiffion  of  the  National  Aflembly 
to  march  to  Sedan,  and  return  with  the 
heads  of  thofe  villains  who  had  prefumed  to 
arreft  their  commiflioners. — "  Nous  fom- 
mes,"  continued  he,  "  des  pauvrcs  gens  qui 
'couchent  fiir  lapaillej  mais  quand  il  s'agitdu 
bonheur  de  la  patrie,  nous(  nous  montrerons 
des  hommes  du  dix  d^Aout*.^' 

There  w^ere  abundance  of  women  in  the 
galleries ;  but  as  there  were  none  in  the  body 
of  the  hall  where  the  members  are  feated,  I 
was  furprifed  to  fee  one  enter  and  take  her 

*  .  •  ''  '  s.  • 

*  '  t         .  .  *        ^  1 

^  *  "We  are  but  poor  fellows,  who  lie  upon  ftraw^but 
when  our  country  is  in  dauger,  we  will  difplay  the  fame 
fpirit  we  did  on  the  loth  of  Auguft. 

feat 
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ieat  among  th^m :  fhe  was  dreffed  In  a  kind 
of  Englifh  riding-habit,  but  her  jacket  wis 
the  uniform  of  the  national  guards.  On 
enquiry,  I  was  informed  that  the  name  of 
this  amazon  is  Mademoifelle  Theroignc: 
fhe  diftinguiflied  herfelf  in  the  aftion  of  the 
loth,  by  rallying  thofe  who  fled,  and  at- 
tacking a  fecond  time  at  the  head  of  the 
Marfeillois. 

She  feems  about  one  or  two  and  thirty, 
is  fomewhat  above  the  middle  fize  of  wo- 
men, and  has  a  fmart  martial  air,  which  in 
a  man  would  not  be  difagreeablc. 

I  walked  home  about  nine :  the  night 
was  uncommonly  dark;  my  way  lay  acrofs 
the  Caroufel,  along  the  Pont  Royal,  to  the 
fauxbourg  St.  Germain.  I  have  frequently 
come  the  fame  way  alone  from  the  Gaffe  da 
Foy  in  the  Palais  Royal  after  it  was  dark.  I 
never  was  attacked,  nor  have  I  heard  of  a 
fingle   ftreet   robbery,    or  houfe-breaking, 

fince  I  have  been  in  Paris. 

I  3  This 
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This  fceras  to  me  very  remarkable,  in 
the  ungovernable  ftate  in  which  Paris  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  fince  the  loth  of  this 
month. 

The  mob  ciertainly  killed  on  the  fpot 
feveral  men  on  that  day  who  attempted  to 
fteal  the  plate  of  the  palace;  they  are  eafiiy 
excited  to  aflaflinate  any  body  who  is  point- 
ed out  to  them  as  a  Chevalier  du  Poign;  rd, 
or  a  traitor  to  the  country.  Society  is  af- 
furedly  in  a  moft  dangerous  and  dreadful 
ftate,  when  a  fet  of  hot-headed  ignorant 
men,  afluming  the  prerogatives  of  judges 
and  executioners,  commit  fuch  excefles 
with  impunity.  But  it  is  fingular  that  thofc 
who  carry  their  contempt  of  law  and  order 
a  more  criminal  length  than  the  highway- 
man and  houfe-breaker,  do  not  occalionally 
toh  in  the  flreets  and  highways  alfo;  and  it 
muft  appear  in  a  peculiar  manner  ftrange 
to  perfons  accuftomed  to  live  in  a  country 
where  there  are  frequent  robberies  and  bur^ 

glaries. 
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glaries,  in  fpitc  of  the  governmeat^s  being 
updifturbed,  and  the  laws  in  full  force,  to 
find  none  where  all  the  hinges  and  fupports 
of  law  and  government  are  loofe,  and 
fliaking  from  a  recent  convulfion, 

Auguft  1 8. 

The  accounts  of  the  commiflaries  from 
the  Natiohal  Aflembly  being  arretted  at 
Sedan,  is  corlfirmed. 

M,  de  la  Fayette  having  been  advlfed  by 
couriers  from  his  friends  at  Paris,  of  what 
was  intended,  immediately  fent  directions 
to  the  magiftrates  of  Sedan  to  arreft  the 
commiflaries  as  foon  as  they  entered  the 
town :  he  reprefented  what  had  happened 
in  Paris  on  the  loth,  as  the  temporary  in- 
furredion  of  a  mob,  which  would  foon  be 
quelled,  and  by  this  means  prevailed  on  the 
magiftrates  to  arreft  and  imprifon  them  as 
impoftors. 

It  would  feem  from  this,  however,  that 
be   is    not   perfedly    fure    of  his   army; 

I  4  other- 
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otherwife  he  would  probably  have  allowed 
the  commiflaries  to  advance  to  the  army, 
and  then  arrefted  them  as  rebels.  It  de- 
pends on  the  army  whether  the  general  or 
the  commiflaries  fhall  be  judged  rebels. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  National  Aflem- 
bly  have  fent  two  new  commiflaries  to  in- 
ftru£t  the  department,  to  order  the  mayor  of 
Sedan  land  fourteen  of  his  aflTiftant  adminis- 
trators to  appear  at  the  bar,  and  anfwer 
for  their  condudt;  and  the  Afl!embly  declare 
all  who  fliall  oppofe  thefe  orders,  infamous 
and  traitors  to  the  country,  and  decree  that 
all  the  citizens  of  Sedan  fhall  be  refponfible 
on  their  lives  for  the  fafety  of  their  com- 
miflaries. ( 

A  deputation  from  the  battalion  of  Mar- 
feilles  came  to  the  bar  this  day,  and  made 
the  fame  ofier  which  they  announced  lafl; 
night  at  the  Jacobins,  namely,  to  bring  the 
heads  of  the  magiftrates  of  Sedan  on  pikes 
to  their  ban 

They 
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They  were  thanked  by  the  prefident  for 
their  generous  offer ;  but  were  told  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  Aflcmbly  preferred  fee- 
ing the  magiftrates  in  the  ufual  form  with 
their  heads  on  their  fhoulders. 

A  price  is  put  on  the  head  of  M,  la  Fay- 
ette J  and,  according  to  the  ancient  phrafe, 
chaque  citoyen  peut  courir  fus. 

Decrees  of  accufation  are  made  againfl 
Barnave,  Alex,  Lameth  and  others,  who, 
although  now  confidered  as  traitors,  were 
thought  patriots  formerly. 

There  is  often  as  little  candour  among 
zealots  in  politics^  as  thofe  in  religion.  He 
whofe  religious  creed  or  ideas  of  freedom 
keep  the  hundredth  part  of  a  degree  beneath 
theirs,  is  confidered  with  as  much  horror 
and  contempt  as  the  avowed  atheift  or  moft 
flaviih  courtier. 

Augufl:  19, 

They  talk  of  forming  a  fortified  camp  for 

40,000  men  near  Paris,   including  Mont 

Martre, 
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Martre,  and  all  that  fide  of  the  city  which 
Hes  next  to  St.  Denis ;  which  looks  as  if 
they  began  to  dread  the  approach  of  the 
Germans. 

Ffaw  no  figns  of  this  however  at  the 
Champs  Elifees,  through  which  I  drove 
this  evening. 

All  thofe  extenfive  fields  were  crowded 
with  company  of  dne  fort  or  other  j  an  im- 
menfe  number  of  fmall  booths  were  erefted, 
where  refrefhments  were  fold,  and  which 
refounded  with  mufic  and  finging.  Pan- 
tomimes and  puppet- fhews  of  various  kinds 
are  here  exhibited,  and  in  fome  parts  they 
were  dancing  in  the  open  fields.  *'  Are 
thefe  people  as  happy  as  they  feem?'''  faid  I 
to  a  Frenchman  who  was  with  me.  **  lis 
font  heureux  comme  des  dieux,Monfieur*,** 
replied  he. 

"  Do  vou  think  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
never  enters  their  thoughts?"  faid L  **  Soyez 

*  They  are  as  happy  as  the  gods. 

I  /"A 

fur, 
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dfiir^  Monfieur/*  refumed  he,  •*  que  BranP 
^ck  eft  precifement  rhomme  du  monde 
au  quel  ils  penfent  le  moins  */* 

One  fellow,  on  a  kind  of  ftage,  had  a 
monkey  who  played  a  thoufand  tricks^ 
When  the  man  called  him  ariftocrate,  the 
monkey  flew  at  his  throat  with  every  mark 
of  rage ;  but  when  he  called  him  un  bon 
patriote,  the  monkey  cxprefled  fatisfaftioiv 
and  carded  his  mafter. 

I  fee  a  great  many  monkeys  every  day, 
who  afFe£t  to  be  bons  patriotes. 

One  has  no  great  objeftion  to  thofe  pa- 
triots who  dance  about  like  monkeys;  but 
they  \vho  to  the  airs  of  the  monkey  join 
the  difpofition  of  tigers,  and  dance  with 
heads  upon  pikes,  are  horrible. 

A  petition  was  read  to  the  Aflembly,  in 
which,  with  others  of  the  fame  (lamp^  was 
this  aflfeded  and  inhuman  expreffion,  "  Que 

*  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  that  Brunfwick  is  the  mati 
on  ^arth  of  whom  they  think  the  kaft. 

toutc 
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toute  communication  entre  Louis  XVI.  et 
fon  epoufe  cefle.  La  France  fefa  fauvee  lorf- 
que  cette  Medicis  ne  foufBera  plus  fes  fureurs 
dans  Tame  du  nouveau  Charles  IX*/' 

They  muft  furely  have  the  hearts  of 
tigers  who  could  fuggeft  fuch  an  ufelefs 
piece  of  cruelty,  and  come  parading  with 
it  to  the  bar  of  the  National  Aflembly. 

There  is  not,  beiifles,  the  lead  refem* 
blance  between  the  yielding  difpofition  of 
Louis  XVL  and  the  ftern  ferocity  of  Charles 
IX. ;  and  the  Queen  of  France  was  never 
before  accufed,  even  by  her  greateft  ene- 
mies, of  the  diffimulation,  treachery,  and 
cruelty  of  Catherine  of  Medicis. 

Auguft  20. 

I  was  feveral  hours  this  day  at  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly.    Briflbt  and  Lafource,  and 

*  Let  all  communication  between  Louis  XVL  and 
his  wife  be  put  an  end  to.  France  will  be  faved  when 
that  Medicis  fhall  no  longer  have  it  in  her  power  to  in- 
fpirc  her  fury  into  the  foul  of  this  new  Charles  IX.     » 

many 


many  others  fpolce.  I  was  not  furprifcd-  at 
tHe  eloquence  and  ingenuity^  of  their  dif- 
courfes,  becaufe  I  had  read  fome  of  the 
writings  of  the  former,  atld  had  heard  of  the 
talents  of  both;  but  I  was  furprifed  at  the 
number  of  fpeakers,  and  that  all  delivered 
themfelves  with  facUity. 

In  point  of  ingenuity,  learning,  and 
ftrength  of  reafoning,  there  is  perhaps  as 
much  difference  between  the  fpeakers  of  the 
National  Aflembly,  as  there  is  between  thofe 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  in  facility 
of  utterance  and  flow  of  words,  all  the 
fpeakers  in  the  former  are  nearer  on  an  equa- 
lity. 

I  have  riot  feen  among  them  any  of  that 
hefitation  and  perplexity  of  expreflion 
which  is  fometimes  obferved  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons;  yet  one  might  imagine  that 
young  members,  and  all  who  are  unac-^ 
cuftomed  to  fpeak  in  public,  would  feel 
themfelves  more  emb^rrafled   in  fpeaking 

from 


fkdm  a  lofty  coirfpitctlou§- place,  fijtth  as  tlif 
tributw  of  the  National  Aflcmbly,  thao 
ipcaking  in  their  pUce,  a?  is  doap  ia  the 
Houfe  of  CommoDS. 

I  have  not  heard  one  fpeakcr  from  the 
trrbuhe  who  watited  ^ther  words  or  courage 
in  protiolincing  them.  As  for  mauvaif(^ 
honte,  there  is  ^o  fuch  thing  in  this  coun- 
try:  I  woncfer  how  they  came  by  the  ex- 
preffion. 

The  Britilh  Ambaffador  informed  me  to*- 

'  -  *        ■ 

day  that  he  was^  recalled. 

The  Princefs  LambaEct  Madame  de 
Tourjselle,  Mademoifelle  Pauline  de  Tour- 
zelle,  and  fome  other  attendants  on  the 
King  and  Queen,  were  carried  from  the 
Temple  to  what  is  called  La  Maifon  Com-- 
mune,  and  there  interrogated  refpeaing 
certain  fecret  correfpondences  they  ar^  ac- 
culed  of  having  carried  on.  And  after  this 
examination  they  ^were  xan&d  ta  a  prifo^ 

named 


(    ^^7    ) 

nam^  Hotel  de  la  Force^  iaitead  of  beipg 
c(Hidu(3:,e4  back  to  the  Temple. 

How  jthocking  to  treat  perfons  of  their, 
rank  and  fex  with  fuch  indignity  and  cm* 
elty,  whofe  greateft  crime  feems  to  be  at- 
tachment to  their  benefadtors !  If  it  were 
even  proved  that  they  had  endeavoured  to 
carry  on  the  correfpondence  with  which 
they  are  charged,  this  cannot  excufe  fuch. 
treatment.  In  times  like  thefe,  the  paf-i 
fions  of  hatred  and  revenge  burn  with  aug- 
mented violence;  and  when,  in  addition, 
they  are  excited  by  confcious  guilt  and  per- 
fonal  fear,  they  carry  men  to  the  height  of 
wickednefs. 

I  have  been  told  that  fome  perfons  of 
horrid  difpofitions  have  been  lately  added 
to  the  ading  committee  of  the  Commune 
de  Paris. 

Auguft  21. 

I  advifed  Lord  Lauderdale  to  leave  Pari^ 
and  go  to  Spa ;  but  it  is  difficult  at  this  tim9 

2  to 
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to  obtain  paflports :  they  have  been  refufed 
to  many  ftrangers^,  ^ho  for  fome  time  paft 
found  Paris  *a  difagreeable  refidence,  land 
thought  it  would  become  more  fo,  as  the 
German  armies,  who  have  already  en- 
tered France,  were  advancing  to  the  capital. 
Britifli  fubjefts  in  particular  are  about  to 
lofe  one  great  inducement  to  remain,  by 

the  expeded  departure  of  Lord  Gower  and 
Lady  Sutherland. 

Before  we  left  England,  it  had  been  fug- 
gefted,  that,  at  fuch  a  period,  we  might  meet 
with  the  difficulty  we  now  experienced. 
Lord  Lauderdale  therefore  had  accepted  of  a 
letter  from  M.  Chauvelin  to  the  mayor  of 
Paris,  the  import  of  vi^hich  was,  defiring  him 
to  facilitate  our  propofed  journey  to  the 
foiith,  In  cafe  of  any  difficulty  or  obftrudion. 

This  letter  had  been  left  at  the  houfe  of 
the  mayor ;  but  the  confufions  which  took 
place  immediately  after  our  arrival,  pre- 
vented our  having  feen  him.      It  was  ima- 

6  gined 


(    1^9    ) 

gined  that  through  his  influence  we  might 
obtain  paflports.  An  acquaintance  of  M. 
Petion  offering  to  condud;  us  to  the  Maifon 
de  Ville,  we  determined  to  make  the  trial. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  outer  gate,  and 
told  our  bufinefs  was  with  the  mayor,  we 
were  admitted.  There  was  a  body  of 
about  fifty  men  under  arms  at  this  time 
before  the  gate.  The  Maifon  de  Ville  had 
more  the  appearance  of  the  head  quarters  of 
the  general  of  an  army,  than  the  refidence 
of  a  mayor.  One  of  the  national  guards 
took  hold  of  my  cane,  afking  if  there  was  a 
concealed  weapon  in  it.  I  prefented  it,  and 
told  him  theye  was  not.  An  Englifhman, 
who  was  in  the  uniform  of  the  national 
guards.,  addrefTed  me  in  his  native  language* 
I  told  him  we  had  brought  a  letter  from 
M.  Chauvelin  to  the  mayor,  and  wifhed  to 
fee  him. 

What  this  man's  name  is  I  know  not ;  he 
feemed  to  have  fome  authority  among  them, 

VOL,  !•  K  for 
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for  he  immediately  concluded  us  up  ftairs^ 
and  through  fome  rooms,  into  a  large  hall, 
where  there  were  ten  or  a  dozen  foldicrs 
with  their  arms,  befides  officers  and  others, 
who  I  fuppofe  were  waiting  to  fpeak  to 
M.  Petion.  When  the  Englifhman  had 
fent  in  our  names  by  a  fervant  who  attended 
for  that  purpofe,  he  left  us,  and  I  never 
faw  him  afterwards. 

While  we  waited  in  this  hall,  a  corporal 
came  and  alked  if  we  had  received  any  or- 
der or  ticket  for  admiffion  to  the  place  where 
we  were ;  for  without  thefe  nobody  who 
did  not  belong  to  the  guard  ought  to  re- 
maim  We  informed  him  of  our  bufmefs^ 
and  that  we  were  Englifh  ;  on  which  he 
dpfired  us  to  ftay,  faying,  the  mayor  would 
wait  on  us  direftly.  Many  people  in  mu- 
nicipal  fcarfs,  or  officers*  uniforms,   pafled 

and  repaffed.     We  were  at  length  intro- 
duced. 

M.  Petion  is  a  well-looking  fair  man,  of 

a  genteel 


^ 
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S  genteel  addrefs  and  cheerful  countenance, 
with  an  habitual  fmile.  He  made  an  apo- 
logy for  not  having  come  fooner,  faying,  he 
had  been  detained  by  bufinefs  which  did 
not  admit  of  an  inftant's  delay.  On  telling 
him  we  wifhed  for  paffports  to  Spa,  by 
trivet,  he  faid  that,  at  that  particular 
time,  no  paflports  were  granted  by  that 
route ;  at  any  rate  he  would  hot  advife  us  to 
take  it,  becaufe  we  might  run  a  rilk  of  being 
pillaged  by  the  Hulans,  or  other  irregular 
troops  of  the  Auftrian  army  ;  adding,  that 
within  a  very  fhort  time  w*e  might  have 
paflports  for  England. 

We  hinted  an  inclination  to  refide  for  2I 

# 

ihort  time  in  fotne  province  of  France,    if 

we  might  remain  there  with  fafety,  and 

could  not  go  directly  to  Spa,  but  that  it  was 

neceflafy  to  have  paflports  before  we  could 
be  allowed  to  go  out  of  Paris.     M.  Petion 

faid  ,  he  was  convinced  that  reftraint  would 
continue  only  a  few  days,  but  that  Paris 

K  2  waflf 
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was  by  much  the  fafeft  plaqe  of  France  wc 
Gould  be  in ;  for  that  in  the  provinces  alarms 
might  be  fpread,  and  difturbanccs  arife,  while 
the  enemy  were  in  the  country,  but  at  Paris 
there  would  always  be  a  fufficient  force  to 
keep  all  quiet. 

On  being  afked  if  tliere  were  any  news 
from  the  frontiers  ? 

He  anfwered  with  a  carclefs  air,  that  he 
underftood  that  Brunfwick  had  entered 
France.  He  may  advance  twenty,  or  per- 
haps thirty  leagues.  Well,  continued  he, 
the  farther  he  advances,  the  greater  will  be 
the  lofs  of  his  army ;  and  if  they  continue 
to  advance  much  farther,  they  will  be  en- 
tirely furrounded,  and  few  of  them  will  ever 
get  back.     The  Pruflians,  added  he,  relied 

« 

on  a  confpiracy  here  in  their  favour :  the 
xotl;i  of  Auguft  put  an  end  to  that  hope, 
and  they  will  foon  be  bevaldered,  and  not 
know  how  to  proceed. 

I  heard  him  Vith  a  great  dealof  attention  > 

but 


(     ^33    ) 

but  very  little  faith  In  his  predidion,  and 
foon  after  we  took  our  leave. 

Auguft  22^ 

Accounts  are  arrived  that  M.  la  Fayette 
finding  no  difpofition  in  his  army  to  adhere 
to  him,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  many  of 
the  officers,  and  almoft  all  the  foldiers,  were- 
for  fupporting  the  decrees  of  the  National 
Affembly,  has  retired  from  his  army  with 
a  part  of  his  principal  officers,  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  gone  to  Holland  in  his  way 
to  England. 

M.  Kerfaint,  and  the  other  commiflaries 
who  were  imprifoned  at  Sedan,  are  now  fet 
at  liberty,  with  many  apologies  from  the 
Commune  for  the  treatment  they  had  re- 
ceived, which  they  impute  to  the  mifrepre- 
fentation  of  La  Fayette,  on  whom  they 
transfer  the  name  of  traitor,  which  they  had 
before  bellowed  on  Kerfaint,  who,  with  his 
companions,  is  now  with  tjbe  army,  where 

K  3  they 
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t{iey  have  been  received  with  acclamationa 
of  joy. 

This  is  not  precifcly  the  iflue  I  expected 
vrhen  I  firft  heard  of  the  comtniflaries  being 
fent,  and  ftill  left  what  I  thought  probable 
on  hearing  of  their  imprifonment, 

Nothing  now  i«  heard  of  but  addrcfles  fronx 
all  parts  of  France  to  the  Affembly,  congra-? 
tulating  them  on  what  they  call  the  glorious 
vidory  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguft,  and  highly 
approving  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  King. 

This  however  does  not  prevent  us  from 
wifhing  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  remove 
from  Paris  when  we  think  it  expedient  j  a 
wifli  which  is  rather  increafed-by  my  hav- 
ing heard  it  repeatedly  afferted  by  fome  of ' 
my  French  acquaintance,  that  it  is  generally 
believed  that  many  agents  from  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain  are  now  in  Paris,  whofe 
errand  is  to  promote  confuflon,  and  excite 
^hat  fpirit  of  jealoufy  and  fedition  which  al- 
ready exifts  fo  much  aU  over  France. 

Qa 
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On  my  laughing  at  this  idea,  a  very  fen- 
fible  man,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
ftituent  Aflembly,  and  will  probably  be  of 
the  Convention,  if  that  fhould  ever  take 
place,  declared  that  he  was  convinced  of 
the  fadl,  and  afked  how  the  great  number  of 
guineas  now  in  circulation  at  Pari3  could 
be  otherwife  accounted  for  ? 

I  anfwered,  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
circulation  of  guineasj  but  I  had  always  un- 

derftood  that  our  Adminiftration  had  too 
great  a  demand  for  them  at  home,  to  think 
offending  them  abroad.  At  any  rate  I  was 
perfuaded  they  would  not  ftoop  to  fuch  a 
manoeuvre,  which  was  as  unjuftifiable  as  it 
would  be  for  the  executive  power  of  France 
to  fmuggle  over  men  to  England,  for  the 
purpofe  of  exciting  feditious  infurredions 
agc-iinft  the  Britifh  Government. 

He  allowed  that  it  would  be  juft  as  bad 
in  the  one  as  in  the  other ;  and  repeated 

K  4  his 
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his  perfuafion,  that  it  had  been  done  by 
England,  but  not  by  France. 

,  As  I  was  entirely  convinced  that  he  was 
in  an  error,  I  took  a  good  deal  of  pains  to 
remove  it,  but  without  fuccefs ;  and  I  men- 
tion it  as  a  very  flrong  inftance  of  the 
power  of  prejudice  over  a  very  acute  and 
enlightened  mind. 

However  jgroundlefs  this  notion  is,  its 
prevailing  among  the  mob  of  Paris  may  be 
attended  with  difagreeable  confequences  to 
the  Englifti  here,  at  a  time  when  govern- 
ment is  fo  feeble  J  and  when,  notwithftand-. 
Ing  the  prudent  condudl  of  the  Britifh  Am- 
baflador,  his  being  recalled  is  a  fufficient 

mark  of  the  difapprobation  of  his  Court  df 
the  late  meafures. 

I  determined  to  call  on  M.  Clavierfe,  the 
miniftre  des  contributions,  for  whom  I  had 
a  letter  from  M,  Durouverie,  and  try  whe- 
ther! by  his  influence,  we  might  not  get 
paflports  to  leave  Paris,     His  porter  in- 

forjmed 


K    ^37    ) 

formed  me  laft  night,  tkat  he  law  peopfe 
on  bufinefs  from  fix  in  the  morning  till 
nine.     I  called  at  his  hotd  this  morning  a| 
icight,  and  w^§  conduced  into  a  room  where 
feveral  people  were  waiting.    '  My  name 
was  taken  down  in  writing,  as  thofe  of  aM 
prefent  had  previoufly  been,  and  carried  to 
the  minifter.    I  was  called  in  my  turn ;  and 
after  I  had  informed  him  of  my  bufinefs, 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  M.  le  Brun,  the  minifter 
for  foreign  afiairs,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to 
give  paflports,  recommending  it  to  him  to 
provide  Lord  Lauderdale  and  me  with  them, 
as  foon  as  the  prefent  interdi<3;ion  was  re« 
moved. 

M.  Claviere  then  faid,  *«  that  the  affair 
of  the  loth,  he  underftood,  had  been  greatly 
mifreprefented  in  England,  but  that  all 
Europe  would  be  foon  convinced  that  all 
the  blood  fhed  on  that  day  was  owing  to  the 
treachery  of  the  Court ;  that  France  had  de-^ 
termined  to  be  free^  and  would  not  fufier 

c  any 
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any  thing  within  itsownbofom  to  undermine 

•  or  counteraft  that  freedom  ;  that  fmall  ftates, 

fuch  as  Geneva,  and  even  Holland,  were 

• 

fometimes  obliged  to  fuffer  controul  from 

their  neighbours,  with  refpeft  to  their  own 
internal  government ;  but  that  a  powerful 
nation  like  France  could  not  be  diftated  to ; 
and  that  whatever  form  of  government  the 
f  rench  (hould  think  proper  by  their  reprc- 
fentatives  to  choofe,  they  were  able  to  main- 
tain ;  and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  all 
the  Auflrians,  Prudians,  and  RufBans  on 
earth  to  prevent  it.'* 

Several  new  battalions,  which  are  called 
chaffeurs  nationaux,  have  been  raifed  lately. 
I  was  in  the  National  Aflembly  when  a  de- 
putation from  them  appeared  at  the  bar: 
one  fpoke  in  the  name  of  the  reft.  The 
object  of  his  difcourfe  was,  to  exprefs  the 
regret  of  his  companions,  and  his  own,  at 
being  fo  long  detained  in  Paris,  where  they 
lived  a  life '  of  idlenefs,  while  their  wifhes 

wef  e 
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'were  to  haften  to  the  frontiers,  that  they 
might  repel  the  enemies  of  their  country,  or 
perifli  in  the  attempt.  Tliey  all  earneftly 
/  requefted  the  Aflembly  to  iflue  immediate 
orders  agreeably  to  their  ardent  wiflies. 

This  ipeech  was  pronounced  with  grace, 
a^d  heard  with  applaufe.  The  young  ora- 
tor and  his  companions  were  invited  to  the 
honneur  de  la  feance,  and  about  forty  of 
them  marched  through  the  hall  to  their  feats. 
Their  uniform  is  blue  jackets,  with  green 
epaulets,  bufF-coloured  waiftcoat^  and  nar* 
rpw  trowfers  of  the  fame  cloth,  and  fhort 
boots,  with  very  well  contrived  fmart  hel- 
.  mets.  They  were  in  general  from  about 
eighteen  to  twenty-four  years  of  age,  air 
very  fine  looking  young,  men,  and  all,  I  am 
convinced,  full  .of  martial  ardour:  their  ap- 
pearance however  approached  nearer  to  Ho- 

« 

njer's  defcription  of  Paris,  than  of  Hedor 
going  to  battle.  I  do  not  know  what  figure 
tljey  will  make  in  the  eyes  of  the  Prwffians, 
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but  they  made  a  very  brilliant  one  in  the 
AfTembly  hall.  I  thought  the  ladies  in  the 
galleries  would  never  have  done  with  their 
applaufe^ 

Augufl  22, 

Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  the  difco- 
very  of  truth  regarding  recent  events  of  an 
important  and  complicated  nature,  which 
many  people  are  interefted  in  falfifying^ 
and  almoft  every  body  inclined  to  reprefent 
according  to  their  own  prejudices. 

I  have  experienced  this  ftrongty  in  my 
enquiries  concerning  the  incidents  which 
occurred  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  the 
circumftances  which  led  to  the  cataftrophe 
of  that  day. 

Every  thing  is  viewed  through  fuch  dif- 
ferent mediums,  and  from  fuch  oppofite 
points,  that  the  various  accounts  which  pour 
in  from  all  quarters,  crofs,  joftle,  and  con- 
found each  other  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I 
have  on  fome  occafions  been  tempted  ta 

fufpcd. 
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Hhfpedij  that  as  my  informadoa  increafed 
my  knowledge  diminiflicd, 

I  have  fdmetimes  had  reafon  to  ima^ne 
that  all  has  happened  in  confequence  of  a 
preconcerted  and  well  executed  plan,  the 
authors  and  conduftors  of  which  have  been: 
alfo  mentioned  to  me. 

On  farther  enquiry,  I  have  been  aflured 
that  there  was  no  well  digefted  defign  on. 
either  fide;  that  a  vaft  thoughtlefs  mafs 
of  populace  had  been  put  in  motion  by  a  fet 
of  needy  adventurers,  who,  without  any 
precife  objed:,  wiihed  for  a  new  ftorm,  in 
which  they  might  be  gainers,  but  had  no-- 
thing  to  lofe  j  that  it  was  for  fome  time 
doubtful  whether  the  infurreSion  would 
terminate  againft,  or  in  favour  of  the  Court; 
that  there  was  a  very  confideraWc,  chance 
of  its  ending,  like  that  of  the  20th  of  June, 
in  mere  parade,  drunkennefs,  and  noife  j  in 

» 

which  cafe  it  would  have  tended  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  King's  authority,  by  rendering 

men 
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incn  more  avcrfe  to  the  difgufting  power  of 
a  rabble. 

I  have  been  told  by  others,  whofe  autho- 
iity  is  more  refpeftable,  that  the  plan  was  td 
feize  on  the  perfon  of  the  King,  cany  him 
direilUy  to  the  caftle  of  Vincennes,  and  there 
confine  him  till  a  National  Convention  fhould 
4ecide  on  his  fate,  and  the  future  form  of 
government:  this  it  is  believed  was  the  plan' 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  that  it  was  pre- 
vented  from  being  literally  executed,  by  the 
refolution  which  his  Majefty  took  of  going 
to  the  National  Affembly,  which  the  form- 
ers of  this  plan  had  not  taken  into  their 
calculation. 

It  could  liot  efcape  their  reflexion,  how- 
ever, that  in  attempting  to  feize  on  his  per- 
fon and  carry  him  to  Vincennes,  he  might 
very  poflibly  be  killed. 

Whatever  the  fecret  wifhes  of  particular 
perfons  in  the  Court  might  be,  and  what- 
ever their  connedions  with  the  enemies  of 

France, 
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jFrabce,  k  feems  evident  that  on  the  lotH 
p(  Augiift  the  King's  fchemes  were  entirely 
of  a  defenfive  nature.  .. 

Some  people  think,  however,  that  in  the 
difpofition  in  which  a  great  part  of  the  na- 
tional guards  were,  ^nd  with  the  forced 
fembled  in  the  Tuileries,  if  they  had  been 
direded  with  ability,  and  the  firft  advantage 
followed  up  with  energy,  the  fccderes  and 
the  rabble  from  the  fuburbs  would  have  been, 
completely  difperfed,  the  beft  part  of,  the 
citizens  would  have  declared  for  the  King, 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  all  the  ar- 
ipies  on  the  frontiers  following  their  ex- 
ample. To  accufe  him  of  being  the  ag- 
greflbr  on  that  day,  which  is  the  cdmmon 
cry  now,  is  without  foundation. 

The  following  particulars  refpedling  the 

tranfadions  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguft^  I  began 

to  infert  in  my  Journal  this  day;  and  al- 

though  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of  them  at 

various  times,  fonae  of  them  at  later  periods, 

as 
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ks  appears  in  the  original  Journal,  1  have 
thought  proper  to  put  theiii  all  together 
under  this  date. 

'  The  motion  made  by  M.  Vaublanc  be-^* 
fore  I  left  the  Aflembly  on  the  pth,  and 
vfhich  I  thought  would  have  paffed,  namely, 
that  the  focderes  fhould  be  ordered  to  re- 
inove  from  Paris,  although  it  was  frequent- 
ly renewed  by  him  and  others,  was  always' 
ppftponed,  and  never  decreed. 

The  Aflembly  continued  fitting  all  the 
night  of  the  9th ;  but  for  fome  part  of  the 
time  there  was  not  always  during  that  time 
the  legal  number  to  make  at  decree,  namely 
two  hundred. 

Petion  the  mayor  was  in  the  palace  till 
two  or  three  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the 
ioth.  He  had  been  with  the  King  to  give 
an  account  of  the  liate  of  Paris,  but  remained 
in  the  palace  or  on  the  terrace  after  leaving 
hisMajefly }  which  gave  occafion  for  fpread-* 
ing  a  report  among  the  citizens,  that  he 

was 
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yfiA  kept  the;:e  ^a^aft  bis  will,  a?  a  I^4g» 
for  the  (jjfttj  of  the  ^jing ;  and  it  w^  eyei^ 
^{Terted  in  the  AffiemWy^  that  he  was  r^  " 
tained  by  iotzp  ia  the  palace :   b^t  that  3ya^ 
jPiefute^d  by  ope  of  the  jp^mbers  ^ecUrjog 

he  bad  feejQi  ^im  a  fewmlames  befpte  ^w^llc^ 
|ng  pn^he  te^acc  of  the  Fcuillans  with  ^nor 
ther  municipal  Qfficer;  t^ey  had  both  com^ 
put  of  the  palace  for  ajittle  fre(h  air^  jind 
were  about  to  return  to  it,  when  this  meinher 
jlppke  to  tbem,  and  Petion  told  him  that  he 
Intended  tp  remain  there  till  the  pul^ci 
ir^nqiiiUity  was  re-eftablifhed. 

jNot^HrityUpding  thi$  aflbrance,  as  fuC* 
picions  of  his  danger  were  infinuated,  it  was 
though  proper  to  fend  a  mefliage  to  the  pa^ 
Jji^ce  for  ,t|ie  mayor,  which  was  accordingly 
4oae>  mi^  h&  diredly  came  to  their  bar* 

This  is  a  fatisfaftory  proof  that  Petiqa 
was  under  no  controulfrom  the  King ;  and^ 
\fk,  my  opinion,  it  formjs  a  prefumption  that 
jtibe  mayqcw^s  not  privy  to  any  plot  againft 
u  L  the 
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the  life  of  the  King,  or  even  of  any  inten- 
tion to  feize  hia  perfon  and  carry  him  to 
Vincennes ;  for  he  could  not  imagine  that 
either  the  one  or  the  other  could  be  accom- 
plifhed  without  a  conteft,  in  which  it  muft 
have  occurred  to  Petion  that  he  would  have 
been  facrificed,  and  therefore  he  would  have 
taken  care  not  to  be  prefent. 

It  is  faid  by  fome,  that  he  went  as  a  Ipy 
to  examine  what  force  there  was  in  the 
Tuileries,  and  confider  in  what  parts  the 
/caftle  would  be  attacked  with^  the  moft 
advantage ;  alfo  to  mark  who  were  the 
•leaders,  that  he  might  afterwards  be  their 
accufer* 

.  This  however  would  have  been  a  fervice 
•of  great  danger,  and  as  unneceflary  as  daur 
gerous  J  a  hundred  other  people  w^re  better 
qualified  than  Pctlon  to  have  given  this  in- 
foroKition, 

On  his  arrival  at  the  palace  that  night,  he 
went  diredly  and  ma^e  his  report,  to   the 


•  9 


King;  all  the  time  he  remained  afterwards, 
he  was  under  the  eye  of  the  Swifs,  and  of 
gentlemen  attached  to  his  Majefty* 

There  is  reafon  to  imagine  that  Petion, 
having  had  feme  hint  of  a  m^afure  intend- 
ed to  be  taken  at  the  town-houfe,  and  not 
approving  of  every  part  of  it,  chofe  rather 
to  be  at  the  palace  than  there  during  that 
tranfadion»  Soon  after  his  going  from 
the  palace  to  the  National  Aflembly,  he 
was  configned.  to  his  own  houfe  under  a 
guard,  by  the  Council  General  of  the  Com- 
mune  de  Paris,  that  he  might  not  feem  to 
have  any  part  in  tranfaftions  which  were 
of  a  nature  more  violent  and  decifive  than 
was  agreeable  to  his  chara&er. 

The  meafure  here  alluded  to  was  a9  fol« 
lows  2 — While  the,  tocfin  was  founding,  the 
general  beating,  and  the  citizens  of  courfe 
under  arms  at  the  alarm  pods,  a  few  of  each 
fedion,  under  the  pretext  that  the  prefent 
isommoa  council  of  the  city  of  Paris  had 

La  loft 
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ioft  tht  confidence  of  the  |>e6ple,  ^euibkl 
and  ele£ted  new  members  fdr  that  coundt 
rnftead  of  the  former,  to  the  number  of  neat 
tivo  hundred. 

Thole  new  chofeh  counfellort  went  &- 
redkly  to  the  hall  where  the  council  generd 
of  the  comtaunity  aifemble,  declared  thetn^ 
feltes  the  fekl  council,  drove  put  the  other 
ftll  except  Petion,  Manuel,  and  Danton,  and 
then  began  the  exercife  of  their  funfkiims 
in  a  more  vigorous  manner  than  ever  was 
known  before. 

Mandate  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
national  guards^  is  now  reprefented  as  a 
traitor,  whofe  defign  was  to  maC^te  the  pco- 
ple»  But  I  underftand  from  thofe  who  have 
been  long  acquainted  with  him,  that  he  was 
ati  honeft  man,  though  of  no  exteftfive  ca- 
pacity ;  land  of  his  treafon  I  have  beard  no 
other  proof  than  that  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  oppofe  the  entrance  of  the  multitude  into 
'the  King's  |)alace,  in  cafe  they  ihouldiit^ 

tempi 
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tempt  to  force  their  way ;  and  that  he  ha4 
encouraged  thofe  under  his  command  to  ad-* 
Itere  to  the  conftitution.  and  defend  the 
royal  family  from  violence*  Mandat  had 
aHb  taken  a  prudent  flep  in  placing  a  party 
of  the  national  guards  on  the  Pont  Neuf 
^ith  fome cannon,  on  purpo&  tocut  off  the 
communication  between  thofe  i^^ho  .were 
a€emUmg  in  die  di^rent  fub^rbs  of  ^e 
opposite  fides  of  the  rivef . 

The  new  council  general  faw  the  detri- 
ment that  this  p<^  was  of  to  their  defignsi 
they  therefore  fent  fome  of  their  body  with 
the  fcaifs  of  the  municipal  officers,  to  order 
the  guard  to  be  removed  from  the  bridge^ 
iand  a  free  intercourfe  to  be  opened  between 
the  infdrgents  on  each  fide  of  the  Seine. 

The  ancient  council  were  of  the  fame  fen-* 
timents  with  Mandat.  He  had  therefore 
given  no  direction  to  the  officer  who  com«- 
manded  at  this  poft,  not  to  obey  any  ofder 
which  came  froQi  them;  fuch  an  idea  could 

L  3  not 
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hot  naturally  occur  to  him,  for  neither  he 
nor  the  oflScer  knew  that  the  original  coun- 
cil was  diflblved,  and  that  a  new  one  had 
ufm*ped  their  authority ;  this  officer  there- 
fore obeyed  what  he  thought  a  legal  power, 
and  removed  his  guard. 

The  new  council  about  the  fame  time 
fent  a  meffage  to  Mandat  to  come,  to  the 
town-houfe,  on  the  pretence  that  they  had 
fomething  of  importance  to  communicate 
to  him  regarding  the  public  fafety.  Mandat 
did  not  immediately  go;  he  was  at  the 
Tuilerics  with  a  large  body  of  national 
guards  when  he  received  this  meflage,  and 
freih  parties  of  the  national  guards  were  ar* 
riving  every  minute  to  put  themfelves  un- 
der his  cpmmand,  and  he  was  aflignin^ 
them  their  polls, 

A  fccond  meffage,  more  preffing  than  th? 
firft,  came  to  him  while  he  was  thus  em^ 
ployed — He  then  thought  he  could  delay  no 
longer — he  left  the  palace  about  four,  ancj 

hailened 
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haftencd  to  the  town*lioufe.  It  is  faldv  that- 
he  had  an  order  in  his  pocket,  figned  by 
Petion,  authorifing  him  to  repel  force  by 
force,  in  cafe  the  populace  attempted  to 
force  their  way  into  the  palace.  The  coun- 
cil wifhed  to  get  pofleffion  of  this  order. 

On  his  entering  the  hall  where  the  council 
were  met>  he  was  furprifed  to  fee  a  very 
diiFerent  affembly  from  what,  he  expected. 
They  accufed  him  of  a  delign  to  attack 
and  flaughter  the  people  during  their  in- 
tended march  from  the  fuburbs  to  the  pa- 
lace, and  of  having  made  arrangements  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  man  was  equally  confounded  at  what 
he  faw,  and  what  he  heard. 

After  a  fhort  examination,  he  was  de^ 
fired  to  withdraw;  but  as  he  arrived  at  the 
top  of  the  ftair,  he  was  (hot  through  the 
head  with  a  piftol,  and  at  the  fame  inftant 
thruft  through  the  body. 

The  council  then  appointed  Santerrc  com- 

L  4  mander 
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ihdrid^r  iii  chief  of  th^  natibtisll  guatdfe 

This  Santerre  was  oiigirially  a  brewer,  arid 

carried  on  a  great  trade  in  the  fuburbs  of  SL 

Antoine,  where  he  gave  employment  to  a 

very  confiderable  number  of  men.     As  hi$ 

manners  and  conyerfation  were  oh  a  level 

with  thofe  he  employed,  it  is  not  lurprifing 

that  he  was  popular^  and  had  influence  in 

that  neignbourhdod.     How  a  jierfoii  in  his 

fitaatJoh,  and  with  his  mahriers,  came  io 

'  .... 

attrad  the  attdntion  6f  the  Duke  of  Orli^ans, 

is  not  fo  bbviou$. 

I  am  aflured,  howfev^er,  that  the  Duke 
did  honour  M .  Santerre  with  his  acquaint- 
Since,  ind  had  him  occafionally  at  his  con- 
vivial  parties,  previous  to  his  being  hbhour-f 
ed  With  the  command  of  the  national  guard. 

The  coiihci i  affumed  the  whole  authority^ 
iind  fent  orders  wherever  it  was  thought  ne- 
cefFary,  vvhich  were  gieheVally  obeyed. 

The  officer  who  had  been  appointed  by 
Mandat  to  giiard  the  arienal,  was  ordered 

by 
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bjr  tilltf  t^^tNi^I  to  r^ptAr  !«yitfa  the  meii  titider 
lk<:d^ifaailid  to  th«  fdbttr^  oirSt.'Ant(3^e« 
A  Avlttitef  of  fhuik<ft8  &ofii  tht  ztOstiil  wttH 
£ftt!t>ut«d  afivoDg  tht  people  i  and  th« 
gftiard)  ^hfclfe  duty  h  #a8  to  hiive  pitverrted 
^is,  ihitfched  a!t  (h«  hHd  of  ^(e  |yeo^Ie 
*g4inft  tlid  TuHerits. 

That^a  l>ody  «f  tiKeii  «l«;a!«d  it  ttddftt^fat; 
Ui  the  midft  of  confriftoni  atid  alarm,  !&oiiM 
bb  ftble  to  annihilate  an  ^fta%li£hed  council, 
afvttp  all  tlite  c*cciAive  afathority,  and  find 
hfdf  i!nfta(nt!y  and  nnitetfally  obeyed,  vnll 
feem  very  extraordinary. 

It  fa  not  to  be  imagined  howfever  that 
Alb  originated  in  an  infiantaneoti^  refoln*^ 
tiltti  of  the  variote  feaions  of  Park :  all  bird 
hten  arraft^ed  by  4,  junto  of  men,  ttf  'wMch 
jb^nton  'TV^s^foppdfed  to  be  a  leadiifig  ihem* 
bet,  fthd  cf  Whom  the  eledors  of  the  feAioris 
Werethe  toofe.  The  newdeptfties,havingbeen 
jJrevfotffly  pointed  obt  by  the  junto,found 
fittlb  diJBGiculty  in  difmiffing  the  old;  for, 

befide 
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befide  their  bung  of  bolder  cb^«a4ler3;  ichaa 
their  predeceffora,  it  is;  natural  fpr  attaaker^: 
to  aift;with  more  fpirit  than  thpfe  who  de*^ 
fend,  efpecially  if  the  attack  is  m^e  when, 
it  is  not  expefked.  And  it  is  equally:  true 
that|  in  critical  times^  men  adre  apt  to  ihrin^ 
from  refponfible  fituatipns*  Many  m^bers 
of  the:  old  coiptmiMie  therefore  might  not 
bejdij^pleafed  with  the  nfurp^tion*- 
;  Wh^t^er  may  be  thpuglft  of  this  mea- 
furs  in  pther  refpeds,  it  muft  be  allowed  tp 
ha\x  h?td  a  decifive  mfluence  .on  the  events 
•of  that  night.  ,         .    . 

-  Previous  to  this,  many  circumftances  ap- 
peared  favourable  to  the  King.  There 
were  abovit  fifteen  hundred  gentlemen,  of- 
licp^s,  and  other^s  of  various  ranks  withiA 
the  palace,  all  attached' to  the  King,  and 
ready  to  die  in  his  defence,  and  that  of  the 
roy^l  family;  there  were  a  thoufand  Swifs 
in  the  barracks  of  the  Caroufel,  and  about 
h^lf  that  pumber  of  the  national  guards,  who 
.  ^ :-  6  ufually 
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Hfually  aid  duty  with  them  at  the  Tuilefiesi 
and  before  Mandat  received  the  fummom^ 
to  the  town-houfe,  between  two  and  three 

thoufand  of  the  national  guards  had  arrived 
by  his  orders  in  different  detachments  at  the 
Tuileries;  formerly  they  had  done  duty  by 

battalions,  but  by  a  late  decree  of  the  Na-jt 
tional  Affembly,  they  were  direfted  to  do 
duty  by  detachments  from  all  the  various 
battalions,  if  the  former  method  had  con- 
tinued, Mandat  would  have  chofen  thofc  * 
battalions  which  were  known  to  be  bteft 
affeded  to  the  King  for  this  night's  fer vie?  j  . 
which  would  have  b^en  a  very  great  advan- 
tage,  as  fome  battalions,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  fedions  of  Petits  Peres  and  Filles  St. 
Thomas  were  entirely  fo.  This  being  oi^t  of 
hispower,  and  he  ordering  a  detachment  equal 
to  three  battalions,  fome  of  the  difafFefted 
mud  have  been  among  them,  and  a  few  fa 
inclined  were  in  danger  of  corrupting  many: 
J^iowever,  thefe  detachments,  by  coming  early, 

manifefted 
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tianifefted  a  dcfire  of  obeying  their  com^ 
mander,  and  prote(JHng  the  royal  &m3y. 

Thofe  various  detachments  Inrought  with 
Aiem  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,'  which  were 
^lat:^  around  the  palace  in  the  manneif 
thought  moft  advantageous  for  repelling  an 
attack.  Two  were  placed  with  j»ftrong  party 
a*  the  Pont-toumant,  which  ii  at  the  diftancc 
tof  the  whole  length  of  the  gardens  from  the 
j^lace,  fronting  the  grand  alley  of  the  firfk, 
knd  the  principal  gate  x>f  the  (econd.  This 
l>Fi^ge  is  over  a  kind  of  fofle,  which  iepa- 
tates  the  gardens  of  the  Txiileries  from  the 
fpidi0\iii  Place  de  Louis  XV, 

Of  all  thefe  troops  the  cannoniers  were 
the  moft  fufpciSked  of  being  imfavourahly 
"difpi^fed  to  the  King. 

'  Befide  the  troops  above  enumerated, 
fhere  was  a  body  of  a  thoufand  cavalry, 
tailed  gendarmerie  a  cheval,  all  under  arms, 
and  pofted  in  various  places,  under  differ- 
ent commahders,  all  attached  to  the  King, 

Another 
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Another  tircumftMice  in  favour  of  hif 
Majefty  was  that  degree  of  indignatioj^ 
pretty  generally  felt  by  the  inhabitauta  of 
Pari^^  exclufive  of  thofe  of  three  of  th^ 
iiiburbs,  for  the  enormities  that  were  com-: 
mitted  on  the  20th  of  Jane.  When  tQ 
thefe  it  is  added^  that  the  majori^  of  the 
National  Affembly  certainly  difapproved  of 
the  diforderly  and  alarming  n^eafures  tQ 
which  the  multitude  were  prompted,  and 
wifhed  them  checked,  we  muft  conclude, 
that  with  more  unanimity,  firmnefs,  and 
decifion  among  thofe  who  dire<3:ed  the 
council  within  the  palace,  the  defign  of  the 
original  fchemers  of  the  infurredion  would 
have  been  baffled ;  the  event  would  have 
bepn  different,  perhaps  the  very  reverfe  of 

what  happened. 

The  moft  fmcere  friends  of  freedom  muft 
have  been  fatigued  and  alarmed  by  thofe 
repeated  difprders,  and  willing  to  feize  that 
opportunity  of  extending  the  power  of  the 

King, 
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King»  fofar  as  is  lieceflary  to  ^prevent  them 
for  the  future. 

As  for  the  King  himfelf,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe,  from  his  mild  and  unambitious 
chara(fter,  from  his  conduct  fince  the  com- 

ifnencement  of  his  reign,  from  his  piety,  and 
from  all  I  have  heard  from  cool  and  candid' 
authority  iiace  I  came  here,  that  it  was  his 
defire  and  determination  to  be  faithful  to  the; 
conftitution,  provided  the  conftitution  was 
allowed  to  be  faithful  to  him :  and  that  he 
defired  no  other  alteration  than  fuch  as 
could  fecure  the  prerogatives  which  the 
conftitution  allowed  him. 

That  he  ever  entered  into  any  engage- 
ment,  or  affifted  any  projed  for  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  old  government,  is  what 
I  have  found  no  fatisfa£tory  proof  of. 

Whatever  plans  may  have  been  formed 
by  the  King  and  his  council  for  the  defence 
of  the  Tuileries,  the  repelling  the  affailaars, 
■  and 
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lind  for  the  meafures  to  be  piirfued  on  their 

^eing  difperfed,  all  were  rendered  ineffec- 

'tual  by  the  illegal  and  wicked,  but  decifive 

meafure,  of  appointing  a  new  council  at 

the  towh-houfe,  murdering  the  commander 

of  the  national  guards,  and  by  that  council 

f  •  •       •        ' 

ulurping  the  whole  power  of  the  State. 

After  Mandat  left  the  Tuileries  and  went 
to  the  town-houfe,  as  he  deiigned  to  return 
immediately,  he  left  no  particular  orders. 
The  various  detachments  of  national  guards 
.which  at  his  requifition  were  affembled 
around  the  palace,  and  in  its  different  courts, 
were  long  in  impatient  expeftation  of  feeing 
him  :  in  his  abfence  they  knew  not  whom 
to -obey,  or  how  to  ad:  in  the  different  emer- 
ggQcies  which  occurred. 

About  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  tht 
King,  v^ho  hjid  not  gone  to  bed  the  pre- 
ceding night,  defcended  into  the  courts  of 
the  palace  to  review  the  Swifs  and  national 

guards.    He  was  accompanied  by  fome  per- 

> 
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ton$  of  r^nk;  and  ofEcers  of  diflii^Oil^Q^.  Tltf 
Smfs  b^gaa  the  cry  of  Viy^  le  P.oj !  ^ 
fooa  us  Ue  .appeare4^  ^tid  the  na^ipij^ 
gourds  repeated  it ;  bjut  all  the  cannpniers 
tiled,  Vive  la  Nation !  which  ngt  bein^  ac- 
companied with  the  other,  was  a  iign  of 
difapprobatioqi. 

From  the  courts  the  King  went  into  tfie 
gardens,  and  reviewed  the  troops  there,  and 
on  the  terrace  of  the  Tuileries :  he  after- 
wards walked  all  the  way  to  the  poll  of  the 
iPont-tournant.  On  his  return  to  the  palace, 
he  trarderftood  that  fome  bodies  of  national 
guards,  juft  arrived,  feemed  to  have  caught 
the  difpofition  of  th6  cannoniersj  they 
fhouted,  Vive  la  Nation !  and  fome  of  them 
cried/ Vive  Petionl 

The  detachments  which  liad  aflemBled 
early  by  orders  of  Mandat  were  difturbed 
at  this,  and  at  hearing  nothing  of  their 
commander  J  fome  of  them  began  to  change 
their  original  difpofitions,  through  the 
.2  infinuations 
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mfinuations  and  example  of  the  canniv 
niers. 

In  the  mean  time  an  immenfe  muki* 
tude,  headed  by  the  foedereSy  were  ad- 
vancing  from  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoinc ; 
every  ftreet  and  alley  which  led  to  the  pa- 
lace was  crowded  by  rabble,  and  by  parties 
of  a  kind  of  irregular  national  guards,  fome 
armed  with  fufees,  and  fome  with  pikes,  who 
came  from  every  quarter  of  Paris,  without 
knowing  what  was  intended,  or  how  they 
themfelves  were  to  a£t,  and  who  were  ready 
to  cry,  Vive  le  Roi!  or  Vive  la  Nation  I 
according  to  the  humour  of  the  ftreet 
through  which  they  pafled,  and  the  turn 
which  things  might  take.  . 

The  gendarmerie  a  cheval,  who  were 
drawn  up  in  an  opening  near  the  Caroufel, 
were  gradually  fhoved  off  their  ground  by 
the  ftill  augmenting  multitude,  and  removed 

» 

to  the  Place  du  Palais  Royal,  from  whence 

alfo  they  were  fooa  obliged  to  ihift  their 

VOL.  I.  M  ground. 
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ground.  To  allow  cavalry  to  be  thus  prefled 
upon,  and  all  their  movements  impeded, 
was  rendering  them  ufelefs,  and  expofmg 
them  to  be  infeded,  partly  through  fear  and 
partly  by  example,  with  the  fpiritof  the  crowd 

which   furrounded    them,    which    accord* 

» 

ingly  happened  ;  for  although  they  feemed 
in  the  morning  determined  to  do  thoir  duty 
by  defending  the  palace  and  royal  family, 
and  under  proper  management  would  pro- 
bably have  done  fo,  yet  being  from  the  mere 
preffure  of  the  crowd  forced  from  one  place 
to.  another,  and  in  obedience  to  that  crowd 
obliged  to  cry  Vive  la  Nation  as  they  rode 
through  the  ftreets,  they  gradually  loft  their 
original  intention ;  and  afterwards,when  they 
faw  the  Swifs  give  way,  and  flying  through 
the  Place  of  Louis  XV.  and  the  plain  called 
the  Elyfian  Fields,  great  part  of  this  body  pf 
cavalry  abandoned  their  oflBcers,,  and.  at- 
tacked and  cut  down  the  unhappy  fugitive^ 
the  very  mien  whom  that  fame  morning 

%  they 


they  had  confidered  as  their  friends,  and 
engaged  in  the  fame  caufe  with  them- 
felves. 

The  gendarmerie  a  cheval  were  not  the 
only  part  of  the  national  guards  who  acted 
in  this  manner  j  and  it  was  pretty  evident, 
a  confiderable  time  before  the  attack,  that 
thofe  who  were  placed  in  the  garden  and 
the  courts  of  the  palace  were  no  longer  to 
be  depended  on. 

Th^  whole  body  of  Swifs,  however,  a 
party  of  national  grenadiers,  and  all  the 
officers,  gentlemen,  and  others  who  were 
within  the  palace  and  immediately  about 
the  King's  perfon,  remained  unfliaken,  and 
ready  to  facrifice  themfelves  in  his  defence 
and  in  that  of  his  family. 

After  the  King's  return  from  the  gardens, 
Ibme  arrangements  were  made  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  palace ;  parties  were  placed  at 
different  pofts,  and  under  the  command  of 
particular  leaders.      Among  thofe  leaders 

M  a  were 
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were  mtn  who  had,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
liyes^  enjoyed  high  commaads* 

Of  all  belonging  to  the  royal  family  the 
Prince  and  Princefs  Royal  only  had  gone  to 
bed  J  the  Queen*8  anxiety  on  their  account 
had  made  her  infiil  on  this  the  precedmg 
night  J  the  fame  anxiety  prompted  her  to. 
have  them  awaked  early  in  the  morning,  as 
flie  faw  danger  approaching.     The  fight  of 

her  children  was  befides  a  cordia,l  which  her 

•  

heart  needed  at  a  time  fo  deprefling  and 
afHidtive.  I  am  afTured  that  (he  behaved 
with  great  firmnefs  on  this  very  trying  oc- 
cafion ;  that  fhe  fpoke  in  an  encouraging 
manner  to  the  guards,  praiiing  their  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  the  royal  family. 

Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  affeding 
than  the  condition  of  this  unfortunate 
Princefs.  Who  could  behold^  without  the 
moil  fympathetic  emotion,  a  Queen  of 
France,  the  fifter  of  Emperors,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  her  huiband  and  children^  implor- 

1      .  '  .  iPS 
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ing  the  prQte£kion  of  a  fmall  band  .pC  gen-: 
tlemen,  and  a  few  grenadier^  ? 

Philofophy  may  demonftrate  that  a  wo- 
man in  a  far  inferior  walk  of  life^  when  her 
hufband,  her  children,  and  herfelf,  are  in 
the  fame  danger,  and  who  has  as  much,  or 
perhaps  more,  happinefs  to  lofe  in  lodng 
them,  ought  to  command  our  fympathy  in 
an  equal>  if  not  a  fuperior  degree. 

After  philofophy  has  demonftrated  this, 
even  thofe  who  admit  the  demonftration 
will  ftill  enter  more  warmly  into  the  diftrefs 
of  the  Queen,  than  into  that  of  the  woman 
in  an  inferior  walk  of  life. 

It  may  be  repeated,  that  the  latter  is  as 
worthy  and  as  amiable  as  the  former ;  that 
(he  loves  her  hufband  and  her  children,  and 
is  beloved  by  them  as  much ;  that  in  her 
more  humble  fphere,  fhe  enjoyed  more 
happinefs,  and  therefore  in  reality  is  in  dan* 
ger  of  fuftering  a  greater  lofs  than  the  other 
can.     When  the  voice  of  philofophy  has 

M  3  repeated 
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repeated   all  this,    what  does  the  humiia 
heart  atifwer  ? 

Without  difputing  about  what  ought  to 
be,  but  avowing  honeftly  what  /i,  the  hu- 
man heart,  fs^ithful  to  its  firfl  imprefEons, 
or  prejudices  if  you  pleafe,  will  anfwer — ^I 
take  a  ftronger  intereft  in  the  diftrefles  of 
the  Queen. 

A  little  after  feven  o'clock,  M.  Rhccde- 
rer,  with  other  oflicers  of  the  department, 
entered  the  room  where  the  King  was,  and 
declared,  *'  that  the  palace  was  furrounded 
by  an  irrefiftible  number  of  armed  men  i 
that  the  national  guards  who  had  come 
early  in  the  morning  were  corrupted,  and 
more  ready  to  affift  than  oppofe  the  affail- 
ants ;  that  the  King,  Queen,  their  children 
and  attendants,  were  on  the  point  of  being 
flaughtered;  and  that  there  were  no  other 
means  of  fafety  left  for  them,  but  imme- 
diately to  piit  themfelves  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  National  Affembly/' 

Thifii 
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This  was  a  moft  humiliating  mcafure, 
particularly  in  the  eyes  of  the  Queen,  who, 
on  hearing  this  idea  once  infinuated  before, 
had  faid  that  fhe  would  rather  be  nailed 
to  the  walls  of  the  palace,  and  flill  (hewed 
the  greateft  avcrfion  to  going;  but  on  its 
being  urged  that  there  was  no  other  refuge 
for  the  King  and  her  children,  and  that  even 
this  would  be  loft  if  not  taken  immediately 
— ^heaving  a  profound  figh,  fhe  faid,  "  It  is 
the  laft  facrifice,  let  it  be  made  !*' 

The  fame  motive  of  tendernefs  for  her 
children  which  determined  the  Queen,  pre- 
vented the  King  from  hefitating  longen 
The  whole  royal  family  fet  out  immediately, 
accompanied  by  a  detachment  of  Swifs  and 
of  the  national  guards  on  duty  within  the 
palace.  Thofe  troops  formed  a  lane  along 
the  terrace  of  the  Feuillans,  through  which 
the  royal  family  and  their  attendants  walk- 
ed to  the  hall  of  the  National  Aflembly. 

It  is  infinitely  to  be  regretted  that  the 

M  4  •     King, 


I 


(     i68    >) 
King)  before  he  quitted  the  palace,  did  not 

#  * 

dire£t  thofe  who  remained  within  it,  imme* 
diately  to  capitulate  with  the  leaders  of  the 
infurgents,  and  throw  the  gates  open  to  the 
people;  this  would  have  faved  the  lives  of 
many  gallant  men,  which,  however  expe- 
dient it  might  have  been  to  rifk  in  defence 
of  the  King  and  royal  family,  ought  not  to 
have  been  expofed  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  walls  and  furniture  of  a  palace. 

This  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  concern  and 
dotation  of  the  King's  mind  at  a  time  fo 
critical  and  alarming:  for  I  give  no  weight 
to  the  affertion  of  thofe  who  pretend  that 
he  took  this  ftep  for  the  fake  of  having  a 
double  chance  in  his  favour,  that  if  the 
affailants  were  repulfed,  he  might  be  carried 
vidlorious  to  the  palace  ;  and  if  the  reverfe 
happened,  he  might  ftill  remain  in  fafety 
at  the  Aflembly. 

Such  an  interpretation  of  this  unhappy 
Prince's  conduit  is  not  furprifing,  at  a  time 

when 
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*wheii  his  moft  indifferent  and  even  landaUe 
adions  are  perverted  into  crimes,  by  the 
unrelenting  rancour  of  his  enemies. 

Some  time  before  the  King  reviewed  the 
troops  in  the  courts  and  gardens  of  the 
Tuileries,  M.  Dejoly,  minifter  of  juftice, 
had  gone  to  the  Affembly,  and  informed 
them  of  the  King's  having  heard  that  unea- 
finefs  had  been  exprefled  refpeding  the  per- 
fonal  fafety of  Petion :  *•  His  Majefty  there- 
fore afTured  the  Aflembly,  that  he  had  beett 
glad  to  fee  the  mayor  of  Paris  in  the  palace} 
that  he  had  ordered  him  to  be  treated  with 

all  proper  atteqtion  while  he  reinained,  and 
allowed  him  to  depart  the  moment  the 
Aflembly  had  fent  for  him.  But  his  Ma- 
jefty underftanding  that  there  were  ftill  great 
multitudes  aflembled  in  fome  of  the  fuburbs, 
and  that  they  fpoke  of  marching  to  the  pa- 
lace and  to  the  hall  of  the  Aflembly,  he  re- 
commended it  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  to  confider  of  meafures  to  prevent 

the 
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the  ill  confequences  which   might  attend 
fuch  a  ftep.'^ 

One  member  obferved  on  this,  that  there 
were  laws  exifting  againft  diforderly  affem- 
blies  of  the  people,  and  it  was  thef  bufinefs  of 
the  executive  power  to  put  them  in  execu- 
tion* 

Accordingly  no  meafures  for  the  Kings 
fafety  were  adopted  by  the  Affembly ;  nor 
was  any  other  notice  taken  of  the  meflage, 
than  that  conveyed  in  the  crabbed  obferva- 
tion  Jufl  mentioned* 

Offelin,  a  municipal  officer,  came  to  the 
Aflembly  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of 
Paris,  He  faid^  that  at  the  fedion  of  Quinze- 
vingt^  he  had  found  a  great  confluence  of 
people ;  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could 
get  into  the  hall  where  the  prefident  was : 
that  they  were  occupied  in  making  very  vio- 
lent motions  j  the  following  among  others : 
That  if  the  National  Affembly  had  not  de- 
creed xh^dkheafice  by  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
the  tocfin  ihould  be  founded.  Offelin  faid,  he 

had 
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|iad  remopftrated  againft  fo  violent  a  refolu* 
tion ;  that  it  would  be  afirontive  even  to  a 
country  Juftice  to  didate  a  particular  judg- 
ment, and  exa£t  that  he  ihould  pronounce 
it  by  a  preclfe  hour^ 

He  proceeded  to  inform  the  Aflembly  of 

what  he  had  obferved  at  other  fedions : 

that  he  had   met  a  drummer  beating  the 

general,  and  had  gone  to  the  guard-room^ 

and  required  of  the  ofBcer  to  order  him  to 

ftop;  which  the  officer  refufed  to  do,  faying, 

that  what  was  done  was  by  authority  of 

Mandate     Oflelin  accufed  Mandat  of  heing 

the  caufe  of  all  the  alarm  ia which  Paris  was^ 

by  ordering  the  general  to  be  beat,   by 

placing  cannon  at  different  polls,  and  by 

giving  direftions  whe  n  the  people  (hould 

move  with    a  petition  to    the   Tuileries, 

to  attack  them  in  front  and  rear,  and  dif« 

pcrfc  them  at  all  events. 

Offclin  added,  that  after  his  courfe  through 
the  fe^^ions^  he  ha(l  returaed  to  the  town* 

houfc, 
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Jioufe,  whelre  he  faw  Mandat  arrive,  who 
|)retended  he  had  received  orders  from 
Pdrion,  which  would  juftify  all  the  mea* 
iures  he  had  taken ;  but  that  he  had  not 
fliewn  any  fuch  orders. 

A  member  of  the  AlTembly  obferved, 
that  the  mayor  himfelf  had  acknowledged 
that  he  had  ordered  the  commander  of  the 
national  guards  to  double  the  number  at 
<evwy  poft,  and  to  beat  the  retreat;  and 
that,  in  fad,  he  underllood  that  It  was  the 
retreat  which  was  beat. 

While  they  were  difputiog  on  this  dif- 
ference  in  the  account,  M.  Dejoly  returned 
td  tUe  Aflembly,  and  faid,  As  the  diforders 
<)f  the  capital  were  every  moment  affuming 
a  more  alarming  afped,  he  imagined  it 
would  be  proper  to  fend  a  deputation  of 
iheir  members  to  be  near  the  perfon  of  the 
King,  as  had  been  done  on  the  20th  of 
/June.  ^ 

This  was  oppofed  by  fome ;  one  of  the 
6  members 
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members  faid,  that  on  the  occafion  alliided 
to,  that  generous  meafure  of  the  AfTembly 
had  not  prevented  a  perfidious  and  calumni- 
ating proclamation,  by  the  King's  author 
rity,  from  appearing  the  following  day. 

Thofe  who  oppofed  fo  natural  and  fo  juft 
a  propofaly  may  be  fufpeded  of  knowing 
of  fome  violent  meafure  being  intended 
againft  the  King,  which  they  were  unwilling 
to  prevent. 

Others  however  obferved,  that  when  on^ 
of  the  fupreme  powers  of  the  conftitutioix 
was  threatened,  the  other  ought  to  defend 
that  which  was  in  danger;  therefore,  as 
the  King  was  threatened,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Aflembly  to  fly  to  his  afliftance. 

It  was  likewife  propofed  to  invite  the 
King  to  come  to  the  AiTembly,  as  a  place 
of  greater  fafety  than  the  palace.  ^ 

While  this  was  debating,  a  ferjeant  of 
the  national  guard' fuddenly  entered  thf 
hall,  witli  evident  marks  of  terror  oahis 

counte*- 
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countenance.  He  declared  that  he  had  jufl 
feen  a  batt;alion  of  Marfeillois  marching  to 
the  Tuileries  ;  that  they  had  pointed  their 
cannon  againft  the  palace.  I  believe,  con- 
tinued  he,  that  the  King  is  in  danger  of 
being  aflaflinated.  This  man's  emotion 
Was  fo  great,  that  he  could  hardly  pro- 
nounce the  laft  word^ 

In  the  mean  time,  fome  members  of  the 
council  general,  whofe  power  had  been 
ufurped  in  the  manner  already  mentioned, 
entered,  and  gave  an  account  of  that  fin* 
gular  tranfa£tion. 

It  was  diredly  moved  by  fome  of  the 
deputies,  to  pafs  a  decree  againft  this 
ufurpatioil,  and  reftore  the  original  counciL 

This    was    oppofed  by  other  deputies, 

fome  of  whom  no  doubt  had  promoted  the 
hafty  nomination  made  by  the  fedions, 
and  approved  of  all  that  had  beea  done 
by  the  new  council. 

One  member,  obferving  that  there  was 

ao 


no  likelihood  of  their  coining  foon  to  an 
agreement  on  that  head,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion  for  fending  a  deputation  to  the  palace, 
putting  them  in  mind  of  the  danger  ia 
which  the  King  was. 

To  this  another  fullenly  replied,  that 
his  conftituents  had  not  named  him  to  the 
National  AiTembly,  to  be  fent  on  deputa- 
tions, but  to  ferve  the  public;  he  would 
therefore  remain  in  the  Aflembly,  which 
was  his  poft,  and  die,  if  neceflary,  in  the 
fervicc  of  his  country. 

M.  Emmery  faid,  that  he  was  as  ready 
to  die  in  the  fervice  of  his  country  as  any 
one  ;  but  he  alfo  thought  it  his  duty  to  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  preferve  the  life 
of  the  King,  and  the  Royal  Family,  which 
he  feared  were  in  danger;  and  therefore 
moved,  that  a  deputation  fhould  be  inftantly 
fent  to  the  palace  to  protedl  the  perfon  of 
hisi  Majefty,  ar^d  accompany  him  and  his 

family 
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family  to  the  hall  of  the  Affembly,  if  they 
chofe  to  come. 

When  this  was  about  to  be  decreed,  it 
was  announced,  that  the  King  aod  Royal 
Family  were  on  the  way  coming  from  the 
palace  to  the  Aflembly.  This  threw  the 
Affembly  into  great  agitation,  and  fome  of 
the  members  feemed  apprehenfiye  of  the 
King's  fafety. 

According  to  an  article  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion, "  as  often  as  the  King  goes  to  the 
Legiflative  Aflembly,  he  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived, and  recondufted  to  the  palace,  by  a 
deputation.'* 

In  the  confufion  of  the  prefent  occafion, 
the  prefident  probably  did  not  recoiled:  this; 
hut  a  number  of  the  members  of  themfelves 
went  out  to  receive  the  King ;  and  foon 
after,  the  King,  Queen,  the  Princefs  Royal, 
and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  entered  the  hall 
of  the  Aflembly,  a  grenadier  walking  before 

with 
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■  i^ilh  the  Prince  Royal  in  his  arms,  whom 

^he    placed    on    the    table  of  the  Secreta^ 

i 
lies, 

i       The  King  took  his  feat  at  the  fide  of  th0 

i    prefidenti  and  addrefled  the  Afltembly  in  the 

I     words  already  mentioned. 

1         The  Queen,  and  the  reft  of  the  Royal 

!      Family,  placed  themfelves  on  the  bench  ap-» 

pointed  for  the  miniders,  three  ladies  of 

the  court  attending  them. 

After  the  King  had  fpoken,  and  the  pre- 
iident  had  anfwered,  a  (hort  debate  of  a  fin-' 
gular  nature  took  place.   . 

It  was  obferved  by  a  member,  that 
^  the  Aflembly  could  not  proceed  to  bufi* 
nefs  in  the  prefent  fituation  ;  that  the  more 
critical  the  ftate  of  afiairs  was,  the  more 

ftriftly  ought  they  to  obferve  the  forms  of 

» 

the  conftitution.     The  words  of  the  8th 

article  of  the  4th  fedion  in  the  chapter  on 

the  exercife  of  the  legiflativc  power,  are^ 

VOL*  u  N  Lg 
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Le  corps  Icgi/latifcejfera  ^itre  corps  diliberfinU 
tant  que  le  Roijera  prefent  *. 

He  moved,  therefore,  that  the  King 
fhould  be  defired  to  place  himfelf  at  the 
bar,  adding,  that  he  hoped  the  people  would 
offer  no  violence  to  his  perfon, 

Cambon  faid,  it  would  be  more  decent 
to  place  the  King  in  the  tribune,  which  the 
|n'e{ident  had  at  his  difpofal. 

Since,  faid  another,  the  prefence  of  the 
King  arrefts  all  our  proceedings ;  jand  fincc, 
whether  he  remains  at  the  fide  of  the  pre- 
fident,  or  goes  to  the  feat  at  the  extremity 
of  the  hall,  he  is  equally  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people ; 

* 

i  move,  that  he  be  defired  to  take  his  feat 
at  one  of  the  extremities  of  the  hall  +• 

*  The  legiflative  body  fliall  ccafe  to  be  a  deliberative 
body  as  long  as  the  King  is  prefent. 

f  Theare  are  places  at  each  end  of  the  hall,  behind 

the  benches  for  the  members,  and  where  ftrangers  are 
admitted  to  fit, 

2  At 
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• '  '       '      .        '       ■ 

At  tliat  inftdnt  the  King  whifpered  the 

prefident,  who,   addreflSng  the   Aflembly^ 

•  ••  •       . .     ■    .' 

faid  that  the  Ring,  of  hiitifelf,  dcfirtd  to  gci 
lo  one  of  the  ends  of  the  hall. 

If  the  Kirig  or  his  family  wifli  to  retir^i 
Cud  Cambon^  they  ought  to*  have  it  in  their 
power;  The  feats  at  the  extremity  of  the  hall 
are  not  proper  for  them  ;  the  bar  is  ftill 
lefs  fo  J  the  place  affigned  by  the  cbnftitu- 
tion  for  the  King,  as  chief  of  the  executive 
power,  is  at  the  fide  of  the  prefideiit  j  he 
:annot  be  feated  at  the  bar. 

To  this  a  member  replied,  That  although 
the  King  was  chief  of  the  executive  power, 
he  was  ftill  a  citizen ;  and  therefore^  like 
other  citizens^  he  might  fit  at  the  bar,  ia 
which  cafe  he  will  not  be  within  the  limits 
of  the  Aflembly^  and  we  may  debate  with 
freedom. 

The  Kirig  on  hearing  this  came  diredtly 
down  frcfm  his  feat,  and  placed  himfelf  with 

N  2  his 
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his  famii^jr  on  the  benches  deftined  for  the 
minifters. 

But  it  was  obferved,  that  he  was  ftill 
within  the  Aflembljr,  and  according  to  the 
conftitution  it  would  be  impoffiblc  for  the 
Aflembljr  to  do  bufinefs.  It  was  therefore 
moved,  that  the  King  fhould  go  into  the 
box  which  has  been  already  defcribed.  His 
Majefty  and  all  the  Royal  Family,  with 
fome  of  their  attendants,  went  accordingly 
and  placed  themfelves  within  that  box. 

After  which  M.R  hocdercr  (procureur  of 
the  department),  who  had  come  with  the 
King,  and  had  remained  ever  fince  at  the 
bar,  gave  an  account  of  many  of  the  events 
above  mentioned  ;  only,  as  he  did  not  know 
of  the  death  of  Mandat,  but  thought  him 
under  arreft  at  the  to wn-houle,  he  faid  no* 
thing  of  him,  but  declared  that  a  vaft  mul<- 
titude  of  people  being  aflembled  in  the  Ca- 
^oufelr  and  cannon  being  pointed  .againft 
the  palace,  fome  of  the  populace  had  knocks 

€d 
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td  with  violence  at  one  g^te ;  on  which  he, 
with  two  municipal  ofEcers,  hid  fpoken  to 
them.  They  faid  they  had  a  petition,  and 
muft  fpeak  to  theKing.  M.Rhcedcrer  anfwer- 
cd,  that  the  whole  could  not  enter,  but  he  of^ 
fered  to  admit  adeputation  of  twenty  of  their 
number,  whQ  (hould  be  fafely  conducted  to 
prefent  their  petition  to  the  King ;  and  that 
they  had  retired  to  confer  with  their  leaders 
on  this  projpofal. 

M,  Rhoederer  continued  to  narrate  that 
he  had,  afteir  this,  fpoken  to  the  national 
guards  within  the  area  of  the  court,  and 
told  them,  that  although  they  were  there  to 
prefervc  the  peace,  yet  the  law  allowed  them^ 
in  cafe  of  their  being  attacked,  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  that  they  feemed  dii^ 
pqfed  to  do  their  duty  ;  but  on  his  fpeak* 
ing  the  fame  language  to  the  cannoniers^ 
they,  by  way  of  anfwcr,  had  unloaded  their 
pieces,  and  they  plainly  (hewed  that  they 
would  make  no  reliftance  whatever  to  the 

N  3  multi- 
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multitude  i  th^t  having  heard  nothing  of 
the  cpmmander  in  chief  of  the  national 

guards,  not  knowipg  what  his  plan  of  de- 
fence w^s,  and  there  having  been  no  qom-r 

municatipn  whatever  bptweeii  the  depart-- 
^ent  and  the  municipality  fmce  Mandat 
had  left  the  palace  tp  gptpthetown-houfe; 
hearipg  every  momeint  of  frefli  multitudes 
adyanging  fronEi  th(^  fuburhs^  apd  perceiving 
no  means  of  proteding  the  King  and  Roya^ 
Family,  he  had  propofed  that  tbpy  fhould 
leave  the  palaqe,  and  feek  ^n  afylum  in  the 
National  Aff^mbly, 

He  had  hj^rdly  finifhed  his  narrative^ 
which  was  long  and  circumflantial,  whei^ 
an  officer  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  declared 
that  the  gates  of  the  palace  were  on  the 
point  of  being  forced  ;  that  many  citizens 
would  be  murdered,  and  begged  the  Aflem-; 
biy  to  think  of  fpme  means  of  faving 
fhem. 

M.  Lamarque  faid,  "-  Without  examining 

•       .  '  at 


%,, 


i 


1 


(    '83    ) 

at  prefent  into  the  caufe  of  thofc  events, 
let  us  think  only  how  to  prevent  the  horrors 
that  are  threatened.  I  move  that  the  Affem* 
hly  fliall  inftantly  order  ten  of  their  mem- 
bers to  go  and  admonifh  the  people  againil 
fuch  excefles ;  invite  them  to  peace,  order, 
and  obedience  to  law ;  let  the  commifTaries 
throw  themfelves  between  the  defenders 
and  the  attackers  of  the  palace ;  prevent, 
if  poflible,  this  double  maflacre  of  citizens ; 
and  I  deiire  (continued  he)  to  prefent  myfelf 
to  their  ^rft  fire,  if  they  fhallfire  on  each 
other/' 

Guadet  propofed  alfo,  that,  as  from  M. 
Rhoederer's  account,  it  appeared  that  the 
commander  in  chief  was  under  arreft,  they 
fhould  appoint  twelve  members  to  go  to 
the  town-houfe,  take  the  commander  out 
of  arreft,  and  re-eftabli£h  the  communica-* 
tion  between  the  department  and  the  muni- 
(:ipality. 

Some  members  faid,  they  had  juft  heard 

N4  that 
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that  the  commander  of  the  national  guard 
bad  been  killed* 

*'  If  that  is  fo  (reftimcd  Guadet),  your 
deputationmufl  be  authorized  to  appoint 
fome  othtf  officer  to  that  place  itt  hk 
ftcad/' 

The  motions  of  Lamarque  and  of  Qua* 
det  were  both  adopted ;  and  the  prefident 
having  named  the  members  for  tibe  firil  de» 
jHJtation,  they  haUkned  to  the  CaroufeI>  to 
IMTCvent  the  commencement  of  bloodflied. 

A  very  fliort  time  after  they  were  gone, 
the  firing  of  cannon  was  heard,  and  a  great 
juiife  in  the  garden  of  the  Tuileries, 
:    In  the  intervals  of  the  cannonade,  a<:on«- 
tinned  fife  of  mufketry  was  heard* 

The  people  at  the  gates  call^  to  arms; 
^ome  of  the  deputies  ftarted  up  as  if  they 
intended  to  leave  the  hall ;  others  called, 
*•  No,  no,  this  is  our  poll — here  we  ought 
to  die.*' 

Merlct, 
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Merlet^  the  prefidenty  not  being  preient^ 
Vergoiaud  had  fat  as  prclident ;  he  now 
yielded  his  place  to  Guadet,  who  faidf 

^^  la  the  name  of  our  country,  I  require 
of  the  Aflembly  to  remain  c&diu  and  in 
(ikace." 

In  this  ftate  they  did  remain  for  a  con^ 
iiderable  time. 

The  cries  of  vifkoiy  were  heard,  and 
they  were  told  that  the  Swifs  were  flying. 

It  was  apprehended^  that  in  dieir  reitreid: 
they  might  eater  the  faniL 

"  No  armed  force  wil^enter  here  (faid  die 
prefident) ;  I  am  jud  informed  that  mailj 
Swifs,  who  took  no  part  in  the  aSion,  are 
difcharging  their  mufkets  in  the  lur^  to  ihew 
that  they  never  intended  to  join  thofc  who 
iired  ofi  the  people.*' 

The  Minifter  of  the  Marine  declared  that 
he  had  carried  orders  from  the  King,  to  thofe 
Swifs  who  were  around  the  hall,  not  to  ufe 
tibeir  arms ;  and  he  defired  that  the  AfTem* 

bly 
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bly  would  order  them  to  be  accompanied, 
by  municipal  oflScers,  to  fome  place  of 
fafcty. 

At  one  time  there  was  fuch  a  noife  and 
bufUe  in  the  paflage  immediately  behind 
the  two  fmali  robms  in  which  the  Royal 
Family  were,  that  their  attendants  became 
apprehenfive  that  fome  ruffians  were  about 
to  break  in  and  offer  them  violence ;  and 

therefore  they  endeavoured  to  wrench  out 

> 

the  iron  bars  which  feparated  the  box  from 
the  hall  of  the  Affembly,  that  the  Royal 
Family  might  throw  themfelves  into  the 
hall,  if  neceflary:  the  bars  were  not  re-i^ 
moved  till  the  Kmg  himfelf  affifted,  and 
by  repeated  efforts  at  laft  forced  the  bar$ 
out. 

It  was  thought  neceffary  to  authorife  a 
commiffion  to  make  a  proclamation,  in- 
viting the  people  to  refpefl:  the  lives  and 
properties  of  the  citizens ;  the  proclamation 

to 
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to  be  preceded  by  the  words,  Vhe  l^  Libert (f^ 
FiverEgalitil 

It  was  propofed  to  add,  Vive  la  ConftU 
tution! 
.    This  laft  was  not  adopted* 

After  this,  the  deputation  from  the  new 
council,  which  had  been  eleded  the  pre- 
ceding night  by  the  fe^ions,  entered  the 
hall,  and  their  prefident  fpoke  in  the  termi 
formerly  mentioned. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  occurrences 
of  that  memorable  day,  and  which  forms 
the  ilrongeft  cpqtraft  with  moft  of  the 
Qthers,  happened  in  the  National  Aflembly 
itfelf- 

After  the  Swifs  began  to  give  way,  and 
when  tliofe  ill-fated  foldiers,  affailed  on  all 
fides,  were  flaughtered  without  remorfe,  a 
citizen  of  Paris  had  the  humanity  and  the 
courage  to  protedt  one  of  them  whom  he 
faw  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  ready 
to  be  facrificed. 

Having 


(    «88    ) 

Having  torn  this  poor  Swiis  from  the 
hands  of  his  afTailants,  he  conduced  him 
over  the  bodies^  ^  his  countrymen  to  the 
bar  of  the  National  Afrembly.— **  Here 
(cried  the  generous  Frienchman)  let  this 
brave  foldier  find  protedion^ — I  have  ifiived 
hitn  from  the  furf  of  my  fellow-citizen^ 
tirhofe  enemy  he  never  was^  ahd  only  aj>- 
l^ared  to  be  through  the  error  of  others; 
that  is  now  expiated ,  and  Oh !  let  him  in  this 
hall  find  mercy  !** 

Having  cxprefled  himfelf  in  fuch  terms, 
he  threw  his  arms  Ground  the  neck  of  the 
foMier ;  and  overcome  by  fatigue  of  body 
and  agitation  of  mind,  he  actually  fainted 
in  the  arms  of  him  whofe  life  he  had 
iared« 

The*  fpedatore  could  not  but  be  affcflted 
by  this  fccnc.  When  the  man  had  by  their 
care  recovered  his  recoilej^ion,  he  begged 
that  he  mi^t  be  permitted  to  carry  the 
Swifs  to  his  houfe;  for  he  faid  it  would  be 

S  a  Kappi- 
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a  happinefs  to  him,  to  lodge  and  maintaliit 
during  life,  the  perfon  whom  he  )iad  had 
the  good  fortune  to  fnatch  from  death. 

Notwithftanding  the  indignation  which 
the  King  and  Queen  muft  have  felt  at  many 
things  they  had  heard,  they  were  the  firft 
who  began  the  applaufe  on  this  occafion^ 
which  inftantly  became  univerfal. 

The  prefident  addrefled  the  citizen  in  thefe 
words :  "  L'Affemblee  Nationale  vous  a  en- 
tendu  avec  interSt.  Elle  applaudit  a  votre 
courage  ct  a  votre  generofite*.' 

Several  of  the  national  guards  came  and 
congratulated  both  the  Swifs  foldier  and  the 
citizen  who  had  faved  him, 

A  member  of  the  Aflembly  propofed, 
that  the  name  of  the  citizen  fhould  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  proces  verbal,  which  was  in- 

*  The  National  Afl^bly  has  beard  you  with  ple«* 
fnre,  and  applauds  your  courage  and  your  generofity^ « 

ilantly 
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ftantly  agreed  to ;  and  one  of  the  fecretarioi 
announced,  that  the  generous  citizen's 
name  was  Clemence,  and  that  he  was  hf 
profeilion  a  wine  merchant. 

Amidft  the  tranfadions  of  the  i  oth  of 
Augufl:^  and  thofe  too  prevalent  of  late  in 
this  country,  it  is  no  fmall  relief  to  the  mind 
to  meet  with  one  of  this  kind« 

On  a  review  of  all  the  well  authenticated 
circumftances  which  have  come  to  my; 
knowledge,  relative  to  the  affair  of  the  loth 
of  lail  Auguft,  it  feems  mod  probable  that 
nothing  more  than  a  plan  of  defence  was  in^ 
tended  in  the  Tuileries,  that  the  cataftrophe 
of  that  day  was  owing  to  the  ufurpation  of 
the  new  council  of  the  Commune  de  Paris^ 
the  murder  of  Mandat,  and  the  boldnefs  of 
the  foederes  from  Marfeilles  and  Brittany. 

That  if  Mandat  had  refufed  to  obey  the 
fummons  of  the  new  council,  which  he 
certainly  would  have  done,  had  he  known 

that 
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that  it  was  new;  had  he  rcmaked  at  the 
Tuileries,  to  encourage  the  national  guards 
by  his  prefence  and  words,  and  had  the 
council  within  the  palace  been  more  deci- 
five  and  uniform,  the  attack  on  the  Chateau 
would  not  have  taken  place  j  or,  if  it  had, 

the  event  would  have  been  very  different, 

■  •  <■ 

perhaps  quite  the  reverfe  of  what  it  was. 

To  talk  of  the  King  as  a  tyrant,  who 
had  formed  a  plan  of  bloodfhed,  &c.  is  of 
a  piece  with  the  groundlefs  accufations, 
which  men  of  all  countries,  when  heated 
by  the  fpirit  of  party,  are  apt  to  throw  out 
againft  their  opponents.  So  very  far  was 
Louis  XVI.  from  wifliing  to  fhed  the 
blood  of  the  people,  that  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe  that  his  averfion  to  every 
meafure  which  might  lead  to  that  is  one 
caufe  of  the  triumph  of  his  enemies,  and  his 
own  misfortunes. 

As  to  the  queftion  of  who  fired  firft,  it 

appears 
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appears  of  little  or  no  importance;  for  al- 
though it  were  proved  that  it  was  the  Swifs, 
ftill  it  would  be  clear  that  the  people  were 
the  aggreflbrs.  Did  they  not  fiiew  a  determi- 
nation  to   break  into  the  palace?     What 

»  "^ 

were  the  Swifs  placed  there  for  ?    Was  it  to 

ad  as  gentlemen-ufhers  to*  an  armed  mul- 
titude ?  No ;  they  certainly  did  their  duty  as 
foldiers  in  firing  upon  thofe  who  came  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  force  their  poft ; 
for  whatever  orders  the  King  may  have 
given  not  to  fire,  it  is  certain  that  the  Swifs 
never  received  any  fuch :  they  did  not 
even  know  that  he  and  the  royal  family  had 
gone  to  the  National  Aflembly^  What  mo- 
tive but  the  generous  fentiment  of  defending 
them  from  the  fury  of  an  Outrageous  rabble 
could  influence  the  Swifs  at  the  time  the 
firing  commenced  ?  They  faw  plainly  that 
the  cannoniers  were  againfl:  them  ;  that  the 
itfitional  guards  were  hefitating,  and  un- 
willing 


/ 


(     J93    ) 


ic^lling  to  a£t ;  and  that  the  foederis  Wcte 
burilmg  into  the  palace.  If  at  fuch  a  mo« 
metit  they  had  remained  paffive,  they  would 
have  forfeited'  that  reputation  of  fidelity 
and  courage  which  belongs  to  their 
country. 

If  orders  from  the  King  not  to  fire  had 
been  brought  to  the  Swifs,  which  certainly 
was  not  the  cafe  (but  let  us  for  a  moment 
fuppofe  it),  even  in  that  cafe  the  principle 
of  felf- defence,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  fenti- 
ments  cff  military  men^  would  have  juftified 
them  in  adting  as  they  did ;  for  at  the  in- 
ftant,  before  the  firing  began,  the  fury  of 
the  affailants  was  fo  violent,  that  the  Swifs 
had  no  fecurity  of  not  being  maflacred  if 
they  had  not  repelbd  them  by  firing;  and 
at  all  events  they  would  have  had  their 
arms  taken  from  them — an  idea  unfupport- 
jible  to  foldiers. 

,    On  the  vvhole^  to  imagine  that  the  King's 
Vol.  !•  O  party 
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party  were  the  aggreflbrs  oa  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  is  as  abfurd  as  to  fuppofe  that  the 
fcfcderes  and  their  auxiliaries  did  not  march 
from  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoine  to  the 
Chateau  of  the  Tuiler^es,  but  that  the 
Chateau  went  to  the  fuburbs  and  attacked 
thenj^ 

Auguft  23.^ 

A  prodigious  number  of  people  have 
been  arrefted  fmce  the  lOth,  and  are  now 
in  prifon.  I  am  told  that  a  very  flight 
caufe  of  fufpicion  is  fufiicient  to  pro- 
duce thefe  new  kinds  of  lettres  de  cachet, 
which  are  iflued  by  Certain  members  of  the 
Commune  de  Paris  in  great  profufion. 

What  makes  this  the  more  dreadful,  is, 
that  thofe  who  are  arrefted  have,  at  prefent 
at  leaft,  no  means  of  forcing  their  trial  ta 
be  brought  on  within  a  reafdnable  time-— 
fo  that  a  man,  when  arrefted  and  fent  to 
6  priibn, 


^rifon,  does^not  knbw  how  long  he  may 
te  confined  before  h6  has  an  Opportunity 
of  proving  his  innpcence.  It  is  a  great 
-while  Jtncc  fome  of  the  ftate  prifoners  at 
Orleans  were  confined,  who  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  obtain  a  triaK 

For  thofe  reafons,  many  perfons  who  ve 
confcious  of  nothing  criminal,  but  merely 
not  ^ing  connected  with  thofe  who  pro- 
jected the  infurre£tion  of  the  1 0th,  h$ve 
withdrawn  from  Paris,  and  fome  have  ab- 
fcoilded  ;  among  the  latter  is  Monfieur  Nar- 
bonne,  late'minifter  for  the  war  department. 
Having  heard  this  gentleman  reprefented  as 
a  warm  friend  |to  the  gaufe  of  freedom, 
and  as  I  underftand  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  his  adminiftration  was  en- 
tirely in  hijB  favour,  I  was  furprifed  when 
firft  told  that  he  had  left  the  country:   but 
the  irregular  and  perfecutirig  fpirit  whiqh 
now  prevails,  and  whofe  malignity  is  pecu- 

O  2  liarly 
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liarly  4if e<9)edi  againfl-  men  of  nobk  birth^ 
fufficiendyr .  ^u ftifiea  the  fte.p  he  [has  taken.. 

M;  db  Nkrbonneis  as  much  diftinguifhed 
by  his  talents  as  his  birtk,  whiiivi^||mders 
him  ftili  more  expofed  to  the  attacks  of 
envy  and  malevolence-;  for  every  fpecies 
of  prcr  eminence  is  view^  with  jealous  eyes 
during- tire  prefent  rage  for  igalite  — a  term 
fo  eafy  to  be  mifconftrued  that  it  ought  never 
to  hav^  been  ufed,  - 

I  heard  a  mail  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  character  of  the  popular  leaders 
declare,  that  he  was  convinced  that  certain 
perfons,  whom  he  named,  and  who  are 
attached  to  Roland,  would  very  foon  be- 
come  odious  to  thefe  leaders,  for  no  other 
reafdn  than  that  degree  of  eminence  which 
talents  give,  and  of  courfe  wpuld  be  point- 
ed out  by  the  populace  as  dangerous 
men. 

This  kind  of  jealoufy  is  more  univerfab 

than, 


than  may  be  imagined:  In  fome  it  arifes 
from  their  not  being  able  to  endure  tlie  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  inferiority ;  in  others,  from  an 
idea  tJiat  their  own  intereft  is  mofl:  likely 
to  be  hurt  by  fuch  men ;  and  in  a  third  clafs, 
fromdownright  ftupidity,  which  makes  them 
prefer  men  like  themfelves,  and  dillike  thofe 

^      .     -  •  I  • 

of  a  contrary  chara£ler. 

The  prelent  ftate  of  Paris  feems  what 
London  would  be  during  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  habeas  corpus  aft,  and  a  fufpenfion  of 

•  *  * 

the  courts  of  juftlce  at  the  fame  time. 

If  thofe  mandates  for  arrefts  are  wantonly 
given,  as  it  is  whifpered  tome  they  are, 
what  a  field  is  opened  for  the  cxercife  of 
private  malice  and  revenge  !  Yet  thefe  peo- 
ple dance  about  the  ftreets,  fmging  hymns 
to  liberty,  without  regarding  the  defpotlfm 
exercifed  in  .their  fight,  without  refleding 
that  their  fellow  citizens  are  imprifoned 
every  day  nobody  knows  why,  and  that 

O  2  they 
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they  themfelves  may  be  arretted  to-morrow 
with  as  little  reafon.  For  my  owa  part,  I 
am  exceedingly  ihocked  at  the  accounts  I 
hear.of  the  proceedings  of  this  new  court 
of  inquifition,  called  I  think  Coixiite  de-Sur- 
veillance  ;  and  I  have  no  patience  with  the 
indifference  and  gaiety  of  thofe  who>  being 
more  nearly  concerned,  ought  to  be  more 
fliocked  than  I  apa. 

During   the  executi^on  of  thefe   arreftsi 
the  barriers  are  .fhut, .  and  paffports  are  in 
general  refufed — fome,  however,  have  been 
indulged  with  them.  The  Abbe  Dillon,  I  am 
told,  prefented  himfelf  to  take  the  new  oath 
to  ^liberty  and  Equality  —  he  was  defired 
to  fign  it — he  faid,  that  when  he  had  done 
fo  he  expeded  a  paflfport,  as  his  affairs  call- 
^d  him  out  of  Paris,    It  was  anfwered,  that 
he  could  not  have  one  at  that  time*.  How 
then  can  I  fwear  to  maintain  liberty,  faid 
the  Abbe^  fmc^  I  find  I  am.  not  free;  9r 

equalitj, 


1 
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Quality,  when  I  know  that  others  have 
f^zd  paffporfs  which  are  refufed  to  me  ? 

I  was  in  the  National  Aflembly  when 
the  note  prefented  by  the  Britifli  minifter 
r  on  his  being  recalled  was  read;  it  was  heard 
'    ill  filence,  and  no  obfervation  upon  it  was 
made. 

All  the  minifters  were  at  the  bar. 
Briflbt  then  read  a  memorial  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  expla- 
natory of  the  late  meafures.     This  feemed 
to  be  heard  with  approbation. 

Auguft  24. 

At  the  National  Aflemhly  fome  Chevaliers 
de  St.  Louis  offered  their  crofles  as  patriotic 
gifts,  and  as  proofs  of  their  love  of  equa- 
lity.  The  gift  is  trifling — but  the  Spread- 
ing this  notion  of  equality  may  have  mif- 
chievous  effedls:  who  knows  what  mean« 
ing  Le  Peuple  Souverain  may  at  laft  give  to 
the  word  egalit^  ? 

O  4  In 
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In  the  Tuileries  and  Pajais  Royal  I  re- 
marked to-day  a  greater  number  than  mlW 

i 

of  itinerant  haranguers  of  the  nopulace.  Qn 

,11,,  ^    T  f  • 

joining  the  audience,  I  found  that  the  fub-' 
je£t  at  prefent  is  the  vices  of  Kings ^  The 
folly,  extravagance,  and  wickednefs  of  the 
French  Princes  ever  fincc  the  beginniflg  of 
the  monarchy  was  generally  mentioned; 
?ind  the  perfidious  cruelty,  th?  effeminacy, 
the  oftentatious  emptinefs,  arid  imbecility 
of  Charles  IX.  Henry  III.  Louis  XIV. 
and  Louis  XV,  were  particularly  poitited 
out.  Henry  the  Fourth  himfelf  was  not 
fparcd  J  his  adventure  with  the  Princefs  of 
Conti,  and  fome  oppreffive  laws  made  dur- 
ing  his  reign  refpeding  the  prefervation  of 
game,  and  the  fevere  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  put  in  execution,  were  ftrongly 
infifted  on,  tp  prove  that  even  the  beft  of 
Jiings  are  oppreflbrs  of  the  people. 

It  is  not  probable  that  men  who  had  even 
that  degree  pf  hiftorical  knowledge  which 

makes 


makes  them  acquainted  with  the  charafters 
of  thdfe  Kings,  woild  have  fpontaneoufly 
gone  to  retail  it  from  a  chair  or  table  in 
thdfe  public  places.  —  ' 

-'  It  follows  that  all  thofe  zealous  orators* 
2fre  hired  fbr  the  piirpofe  of  infpiting  the 
people  with  a  horror  of  monarchy  >  and  with 
a  lore  of  another  form  of  government.— 
Sometimes  two  orators  ftand  upon  oppofite 
chairs,  and  difpute — one  reprefents  ^n  arifto- 
crate,  dnd  ftarts  feme  feeble  arguments' in  fa- 
vour of  monarchy — which  are  overfet  in  the 

f     ■   '   •    .         -^ 
inftant  by  the  arguments  of  his  democratic 

opponent,  Wlio  overwhelms  thfe  defender 

of  kings  and  nobles'with  ridicule,  and  ex- 

pofes  him,  with  thofe  he  defends,  td  the 

?-•■♦  ■•         •■■« 

feughter  of  the  audience :  in  Ihort,  every 

■  '  »  - 

fpring  and  engine  which  can  have  influencd 
dn  the  minds  of  the  people,  is  fet  in  motion 
to  bias  them  againft  monarchy,  and  prepare 
them  for  the  republican  form  of  government 
which  is  certainly  intended. 

r 

Auguft 
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I  went  this  marniag  to  the  Tepaple. 
Oreat  misfortunes  inteireft  the  mind  Ukp 
great  virtues.  I  do  not  believe  that,  d^qg 
the  ihort  ftay  Lpropofe  to  make  in  France, 
I  fhould  have  thought  of  going  to  Verfailles, 
lja4.,the  Royal  Family  been  living  there 
in  the  fame  fpkndour  I  have  feen  them 

iiurrourlded  with  on  former  occafions :  but 

-  '•   ■  •■'-'-■<■         •<       ' 

thq  cruel  reyerfe  they  now.  e^cperience,  has 
feldom  been  abfent  from  my  thoughts  fincc 
the  I  oth  of  this  month ;  and  although  there 
was  little  chance  of  getting  even,  a  glimpfe 
of  them,  I  was  attraded  to.  the  Temple 
merely  bepaiife  they  are  confined  within  lis 
walls,. 

,  This  building  originally  belonged  to  th& 
order  of  Knights  Templars  which  arofe  in 
^he  tim^  of  the  earlieil  crufades,  and  was 
deftroyed,  with' the  moft  fhocking  circum- 
fiances  of  cruelty,  on  incredible  pretexts,  in 
the  year  1313,  by  the  avidity  and  revenge 

of 


of  Philip  the  Fair,  with  the  concurrence  of 
IPope  Clement  V.  who  was  then  in  France* 
The  ground  which  belongs  to  the  Temple 
is  furrounded  by  a  high  wall,  on  part  of 
which  are  a    kind  of  battlements  which, 
I  fiippofe,  crowned  the  whole  wall  formerly. 
This  wall  alfo  enclofes  a  garden  belonging 
to  the  principal  body  of  the  building  ;  for  a 
great  many  houfes  and  feparate  buildings 
have  been  added,  which  are  inhabited  by 
tradefmen  who  enjoy  particular  privileges, 
and  before  the  revolution  the  whole  wai  an 
afylum  for  debtors. 

There  were  a  great  many  of  the  national 
guards  at  the  principal  gate,  and  a  party 
under  arms  in  the  inner  court,  when  I  ar- 
rived ;  but  on  being  informed  that  there 
was  a  particular  fpot  behind  the  building, 
from  which  I  had  a  greater  probabilit;y  of 
having  my  curiofity  gratified,  I  went  there 
in  company  with  two  gentlemen  and  a  valet 
de  place* 

We 


I 
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We  were  told  that  the  King  and  Queen 
Frequently  walked  in  the  garden  ;  and  that 
the  Prince  and  Princcfs  Royal  are  leen  there 
ftill  oftener  J  that  the  King,  who  difcovers 
lefs  concern  than  the  reft,  fometimes  alks 
queftions  of  the  workmen  who  are  employ- 
ed  in  the. garden,,  and  in  repairing  part  of 
the.. building. 

We  ftood  on  a  fbrt  of  xifing  terrace^ 

■    ,  ,  ■  1       ....  ... 

-from  whence  we  could  over-look  the  wall. 
A  perfon  whom  I  accidentally  met  on  the 
fpot  gave  me  this  information,  and  pointed 
out  two  windows  in  the  tower  which  he 
faid  belonged  to  the  apartment  of  the 
King  and  Queen,  and  at  which  they  were 
fometimes  feen.  While  I  flood  looking  at 
thefe  windows,  occafionally  afking  quef- 
tions of  our  informer,  one  of  the  national 
guards,  who  was  a  fentinel  near  the  place, 
pame  up,  and,  addrefling  me,  faid,  Vous 
prolongcz  vos   obfervations  un  peu  trop, 

Mon- 


(    ^<^5    > 

Mpnfieur :  pafl^z  votre  chemln,  s^il  vous 
plait*. 

Before  I  had  time  to  fpeak,  the  valet  de 
place  faidj^Ces  meffieurs  font  des  etrangers— 
des  Anglais  f. 

The  fentinel  replied,  Ici  je  ne  coanais 
perfonne  J,  and  then  repeated  what  he  had 
faid. 

Mais,  Monfieur,  pourquoi  [j  ?  refumed  the 
valet. 

Pourquoi !  faid  the  fentinel  a  little  fierce- 
ly, parcequ'il  le  faut  §. 

I  checked  the  vtilet,  and  v^e  did  what  the 
foldier  required ;  for,  to  borrow  an  expref- 
fion  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  tbe  requejl  was  rcafonr- 
ahle^  and  the  argument  cogent. 

*  You  prolong  your  obfervations  a  little  too  much. 
Sir  5  you  had  better  be  gone. 

f  Thefc  gentlemen  are  ftrangers ;  they  are  EiigHfhw 

\  At  this  piace,  I  make  no  diilin<Slion. 

II  But  why  ? 

§  Why,  becaufc  it  muft  be  fo. 

lam 
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1  am  told  the  King  and  Queen  are  rtiof^ 
ftriftly  confined  fince  Madame  de  Lainbalk 
was  fent  to  the  Motel  de  Force  ;  a  proceed- 
ing which,  of  itfelf,  is  fufEcient  to  fill  theiii 
with  vexation  and  terror. 

Tlie  leaft  attention  towards  the  foyal 
prifoners,  beyond  what  is  literally  in  the 
inftrudlions  given  to  thofe  who  attend  them, 
creates  fufpicion,  and  gives  ofFence. '  I  was 
told  that  only  two  days  ago  the  Prince  Royal 
and  his  fitter  were  playing  at  hand  ball  in 
the  garden,  the  King  and  Queen  were  look- 
ing on ;  the  ball  lodged  in  a  part  of  the 
wall  which  the  children  could  not  reach ; 
one  of  the  commiflaries  of  the  commune, 
who  was  prefent  in  the  garden,  ran  with 
eagernefs  and  reached  down  the  ball  to  the 
Prince.  This  fmall  piece  of  complaifance 
has  been  repeated  and  blamed. 

Independent  of  every  confideration  of 
humanity,  it  would  be  good  policy  in  thofe 
who  have  the  government  of  this  countiy* 

to 
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to  trekt  the  King  and  Royal  Family  witli 
refpeA  and  with  delicacy ;  and  independent 
of  every  confideration  of  poHcy,  the  fitua- 
lion  of  that  unfortunate  fa,mily  is'  fo  affeft^- 
ihg,  that  It  might  awaken  the  feelings  of 
the  moft  callous-hearted  and  interefted  ftke& 

men,    and   incline   them  to    meafures    of 

mildnefs,  and  even  of  generofity. 

A  contrary  condudl  will   double  every 

prejudice  againft  the  French   Revolution, 

and  revolt  the  friends  of  freedom  from  the 

prefent  government  of  France. 

Auguft  a^. 

I  have  heard  certain  members  of  the 
National  Affembly  complain  of  the  delays 
which  have  prevented  the  ftate  prifoners 

from  being  brought  to  trial ;  particularly 

» 

thofe  of  Orleans.  When  I  firft  heard  this 
mentioned,  I  imagined  it  was  from  gobd- 
V^iil  to  the  prifoners,  who  had  been  fo  long 
confined  without  being  allowed  an  oppor* 

tunity 
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Hioity  cf.jirftifying  thepifelves ;  but  I  Iboq 
found  that  tbofe  wbio  made  fuch  complaintBi 
took  the  guilt  of  all  the  prifoners  for^ant- 
0ij  and  were  only  impatient  £ox  their  exe^ 
cation.  Indeed  I  hearjd  this  avowed  one 
mgbt  at  the  Jacobins,  by  a  fpeaker  whoft 
face  I  had  never  before  feen,  and  wliofe 
name  nobody  I  queftioned  could  inform 
me  of* 

After  this  equitable  and  humane  declara* 
tion,  he  aflerted  that  the  people  expet^ed 
that  ample  juftice  fhould  be  fpeedHy  done 
on  all  thofe  traitors ;  that  the  patience  of 
the  people  began  to  be  exhaufted  ;  and 
then  infmuated,  in  pretty  plain  terms,  that 
if  /e  glaive  de  la  lot  was  withheld  much 
longer,  the  people  would  feize  it  with  their 
^  own  hands,  and  do  tbemfelves  juftice. 

If  I  was  furprifed  at  fuch  fentiments,  I 
IWas  ftill  more  to  hear  them  applauded  by 
the  audience  in  the  galleries. 

I  afterwards  fpoke  of  this  to  an  acquaint- 
5  ance 
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ktodft  I  have  fliade  Unce  I   came   laft  to 
f  ranee,  a  Parifian.    I  faid  **  I  had  taken 
Ibme  pains  to  difcover  the  fentiments  of  the 
people  on  this  fubjeft,  by  queftioning  thofe 
tradefinen  I  had  any  opportunity  of  know- 
ing) by  frequently  converfing  with  the  fhop- 
i:e^t*8^  aftd  with  the  company  I  met  in 
coflfce-»houfe$ ;  but  I  never  had  perceived  in 
any  of  therti  an  impatience  for  the  trial  or 
cixecution  of  the  prifoners ;  nor  had  I  ever 
feen  any  fymptom  of  a  fanguinary  difpofx- 
tion  in  any  of  the  people,  except  thofe  in 
the  galleries  of  the  National  Affembly,  and 
the  Jacobin  dub/' 

**  The  people  you  mention  (he  replied) 
are  the  induftrious  citizens  (la  bourgeoifie)  ' 
of  Paris :  to  them  you  do  no  more  than 
juflice— they  certainly  aye  not  fanguinary— 
though,  if  they  are  much  longer  accuftomed 
to  fee  heads  carried  through  the  ftreets  upon 
pikes.  Heaven  knows  what  they  may  be- 
come. But  you  muft  remember  that  the 
'  YQL.  I.  P  rabble 
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taBble  wh«  inhabit  fome  of  the  fuhurb^ 
although  of  a  diflferent  charadker,  ftill  arc 
the  people  as  much  as  the  others.  Ani 
even  with .  regard  to  them  (continued 
he),  they  would  know  nothing  of  the 
prifoners  at  Orleans  or  elfewherc,  unlefs 
pains  were  taken  to  inform  them ;  and,  if 
left  to  themfelves,  would  not  trouble  their 
heads  about  them  one  way  pr  the  other. 

*^  Their  rage  is  feldom  excited,  but  by  the 
high  price  of  bread,  when  the  only  remedy 
they  think  of,  is  the  dragging  of  a  baker  or 
engrofler  a  la  lanterne:  there  would  ter- 
minate their  third  of  blood  j  they  never 
would  have  a  >vifh  for  the  death  of  other 
prifoners,  if  they  were  not  wrought  upon 
by  wicked  and  ambitious  men.  And  ftill 
it  may  be  afked,  what  intereft  even  thofe 
men  can  have  in  exciting  the  minds  of  the 
people againft  the  prifoners?  Why^in  fom^ 
it  may  proceed  from  a  view  o£  being 
thought  very  zeaIou$  patriots;  in  others, 
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from  private  hatred,  or  a  principle  of  re- 
venge ;  and  in  a  third  fet,  from  a  dread  of 
what  the  prifoners  may  have  it  in  their 
power  to  divulge  when  fet  at  liberty. 

"  As  for  the  applaufe  or  murmurs  of  the 
tribunes  (added  he],  they  are  no  fair  indica- 
tions of  the  public  opinion. 

"  People  are  placed  in  different  parts  of 
the  houfe,  with  directions  who  and  what 
they  are  to  applaud  or  condemn*  Ap- 
plauders  and  murmurers  are  to  be  had  a( 
all  prices ;  and  as  females  are  more  noify, 
and  to  be  had  cheaper  than  males,  you  will 
obferve  there  are  generally  more  womeQ 
than  men  in  the  tribunes^** 

Such  is  the  moil  probable  account  I  have 
received  on  this  fubjed ;  but  on  whatever 
principle  this  rancour  againft  the  prifoners 
depends,  I  am  forry  to  fee  it  fo  a£live4 

A  petition  was  prefentcd  to  the  Na« 
tional  Affembly,  complaining  of  thei  de-^ 
lay  of  the  High  National  Court  of  Juf^ 

P  a  tice^ 
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6cc^  created  for  die  iiialc£  die  pn&oen  at 
Orieans,  and  leqncfting  its  fiqi[neffioD; 
and  diat  diefe  prifooers  fhoold  be  diredfy 
brought  to  Pads,  and  tried  I^  die  criming 
court  lately  eftablifhed  here.  This  peddott 
i^as  intenmogled  widi  infmuadoos  of  the 
determiaadoQ  d£  the  people  to  haTe  juftice  ; 
-diat  they  would  not  be  trifled  with  ;  but.  ift 
cafe  of  longer  delay,  would  be  tei^ted  to 
avenge  themfelve?^ 

La  Qroix  the  prefident,  a  maa  of  great 
firmnefs,  made  an  anfwer  which  does  him 
honour,  imporring  **  that  the  High  Court 
*of  Juftice  belonged  to  the  Nation  ;  was  io- 
ftituted  by  the  Conftitution,  and  eould  not 
be  fupptefled  by  the  National  Aflembly ; 
that  fuch  a  po^er  belonged  to  the  Conven- 
tion only;  that  befides, it  would  be  unjdl 
to  transfer  to  Judges,  chofen  by  the  finglt 
commune  de  Paris,  that  which  the  Nfttioa 
had  configned  to  Judges  cle£ted  by  all  the 
fedions  of  the  empire ;  you  have  fworn 

equality 
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Iftfuality  not  only  of  indiviiWat  \*ith  -Adi- 
vidual,  but  with  refpe<9:  to  all  tlie  fci^ioiA 
of  France."  He  finiflied  witlvth^e  \^o¥ds : 
"  II  eft  minuit,  et  les  rcpr^entans  dupeii* 
pie  n*ont  point  encore  fufpendii  leurs  tr^. 
vaux :  fans  ceffe  occupes  des  grands  Interets 
qui  leur  font  confi^s,  ils  n'en  ferottt  d^tOur- 
nes  ni  par  lea  menaces  ni  par  les  dangers  *. ' 
There  is  dignity  in  this  srnfwet ;  fiutlhat 
tountry  tnuft  be  in  a  fad  ftate,  whofe  legift 
lative  body  are  obliged  to  hear  threats 
from  a  fmall  portion  of  the  people,  without 
having  the  power  of  punifliing  them. 

Auguft  27. 
The  iiew3  arrived  ye(\|rday  ^t  the  Na* 
tional  AfTembly,  that  the  town  of  Loagwy 
had  furrendered  to  the  Pruflians. 

'  *  It  is  midnight,  and  the  reprefentativea  of  the  peo- 

.    ,»'     '•.    •■■■       .    -••  .  .  -'    *     .    ■ 

pie  have  riot  yet  ended  their  labours :  cbntmually  oc- 
cupied I^Vthe  great' irfterefts  vrtth^  which  they  arc 
entpuftqlx  they  ^wiJI  notit^  prcveixted  cither  by  threat* 
Pi::.dapger8. 
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As  this  place  is  tolerably  well  fortified^ 
/uid  had  a  garrifpn  of  conflderable  force  bet 
iidcs  the  citizens,  the  news  was  unexpefl:- 
(d,  and  piadp  evident  imprejp^ons  on  the 
minds  of  the  deputies^  After  a  fhort  fi- 
J^ence,  Jeatj  Pcbry  rofe  and  made  a  fpieech 
on  the  prpfcpt  ftatp  of  France  j  obferving, 
that  flpflkiWte  pjF  ^  finglp  ally,  ^md  attacked 
by  ^  ppalitioR  pf  jiefpotic  pnn<:es  without 
provoqLjtip)[},  ^nd  for  no  pther  f eafon  thai) 
that  tl^e  ]French  h^d  thrpwii  off  a  defpotig 
and  ppprefliye  gpyeirnmenp,  and  efiablifhed 
a  more  frpe  and  equal  one,  whicl^  the  ty- 
rants^  who  were  pombiped  againil  them^ 
imagined  might  excite  their  own  wretched 
fubjefts  to  3tten||>t  the  fame  j  and  therefore, 
forgettinjg  former  animolities,  thefe  dpfpots 
made  a  common  caufe  a^ainft  France——- 
he  added,  that  as  this  was  the  moft  profli* 
gate  and  extraordinary  caufc  of  war  that 
^he  world  h*4  ever  (wnown,  it  was  ne<ceflary 
f  S  r^pcl  and  put  an  ^i|4  tg  it  by  eaUraordir 
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flary  means.  He  therefore  propofed  that  a 
body  of  1200  voluntfcers  (hould  be  levied,' 
whofe  bufinefs  fhould  princi]f)ally  be— his 
words  are,  dont  la  mijjion  /era  principakmeni 
de  s'attacher  corps  a  corps  aux  chefs  des  armies 
ememies^  et  des  rots  qui  les  dirigent ;  that  is, 
whofe  bufinefs  it  fhould  be  to  aflaflinate  the 
Generals  and  Princes  who  commanded  the 
irmies  which  attacked  France.  He  pro- 
pofed  that  thefc  feled  volunteers  fhould  be^ 
divided  among  the  four  armies  which  are 
now  in  the  pay  of  France  j  that  they  fhould 
be  clothed  and  armed  in  the  manner  beft 
adapted  to  the  purpofe  for  which  they  were 
to  be  employed ;  that  tKev  fliould  have 
two  thoufand  livres  of  year*  penfion,  with 
reverfion  to  their  children  to  the  third  ge- 
neration. 

This  motion  was  warm|y  oppofed  by 
Vergniaud,  as  unwojthy  of  a  free  and  en- 
lightened nation,equally  unjuflifi^le  and  in- 
expedient j  **  for  ^faid  he),  even  if  no  argu- 
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Urged  agarinft  Jfuch  ajj^pirfura,  how  can  you. 
prevent  the^  fwae  ffom  being  ufed  againft 
yourfelves  ?  If.y(wf(?rma.band  of  tyranxu- 
cidgs,  wHl  not  your  en^rpios  raife  brigstdei 
for  the,  purpofe  of  aflaJTinating  the  leadert. 
of  your  armies  ?.  In  fucha  fituation,  whofrt 
will  you,^ye  to  command  your  armies  ?** 

To .  this  i^   wa$  anfwered,  "  That  th* 
fame  reafonsi\yhich  are  good  refpeding  the 
condud   of  other  wars^  do  not  apply  to 
this:  this  .is.  a^war  of  defpotifm  againft 
frccdoni,  and  muft  esnd  itj  the  deftrudion 

of  tbe^  one,  or  the  other.     If  a  ilr?mgep 

* 

enters  a  houfe  by  violence  for  the  avowed 
purpofe  of  did  Ang  the  domeftic  cecoQomy 
of  the  family,  faying,  I  do  not  approve  of 
your  plan  of  life  within  thefe  walls  j  you 
muft  arrange  nfatters  more  to  my  tafte, 
otherwife  I ,  will  put  you  all  tp  deaths— 
are  not  the|family  juftifiahle  in  deftroying 
this  intruder  by  every  means  in  their  power  ? 

''  Our 
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.  **  Our  eijiemies^wc  are  told,  will  make;  re- 

v  > 

prifals.  They  certainly  will  j  but  they  wilt 
as  certainly  ufe  every  mean;  in  their  power, 
for  our  deftrudion,  whether  we  pafs  this 
decree  or  not.'* 

Larivlere  fpoke  with  much  fervour  againft 
tjie  decree.  Other  members  fpoke  perfonally 
to  Jean,Debry,  urging,  that  the  palling  fucb 
^  decree  might  caufe  the  immediate  murder 
of  many  citizens  of  the  town  of  Longwy^ 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Pruffians. 

This  laft  argument  .prevailed.  Debry^ 
faid:  "  As  I  confiderthe  life  of  one  innocent 
perfpn  as  of  more  value  than  any  proje<5l 
of  decree,  I  confent  that  mine -fliall  be  fent 
to  iht  commtjfion  extraordinaire*^ 

Lariviere  exclaimed,  that  even  this  was 
unworthy  of  the  French  nation,  and  he  de- 
manded the  order  of  the  day. 

It  was  fent  however  to  the  committee ; 
^nd  there  I  hope  it  will  be  tfuried,  as  it 
pught,  for  even 

It 
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It  will  feemfurprifing  that  fuch  a  projcdi 
w^s  produced  in  the  National  Aflembly, 
and  was  afterwards  approved  of  by  fome 
perfons  vithout  doors,  who  quoted  the  ex- 
amples of  Scaevola,  Pelopidas,  Timoleon, 
Brutus,  and   drew  a  comparifon   between 
this  intended  brigade  of  1200,  arid  the  fa- 
xnous  band  of  Greeks  who  obtained  the' 
appellation  of  the  facred  band.     Without- 
entering  into  the  merits  of  this  comparifon,  * 
it  is  evident  that  the  publicity  of  the  decree 
was  a  pretty  fure  nieans  of  rendering  it  in- 
cfieftual. 

A  report  was  made  to  the  Aflembly,  that 
ieveral  members  had  been  indireftly  making 
application  for  paflports^  that  they  might 
leave  Paris  at  this  crifis* 

It  was  immediately  propofed  to  decree, 
that  every  deputy  who  fliould  abandon  his 
^oft  at  this  time,  with  or  without  a  paflpOrt, 
Ihould  be  declared  infamous,  and  a  traitor 
%q  his  country.     Thuriot  faid,  they  ought 

to 
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to  have  fomc  mercy  on  thofe  who  quitted 
a  poft  of  which  they  feU  themfelvcs  un* 
worthy, 

Fran^ais  de  Neufchateau  propofed,  that 
they  fliould  fwear,  not  to  leave  their  duty  as 
deputies  till  they  ihould  be  replaced  by 
thofe  cholen  for  the  National  Convention* 
At  the  inllant  all  the  members  roie  and 
pronounced  this  refolution  ;  an  account  €f 
which  was  ordered  to  be  fent  to  every  de« 
partment  of  France. 

Servan,  the  minifter  at  war,  has  written 
to  General  Luckner  in  the  following  terms: 
the:  letter  was  read  in  the  National  Aflembly* 
*'  J  ai  et^  comme  vous,  M.  leMarechal,  pene- 
tre  dHndignation  contre  les  laches  ou  Ics 
traitres  qui  ont  livre  a  Tennemi  la  place  dc 
Longwy.  Comment !  deux  mille  trois  cents 
hommes  de  garnifon,  dan$  \ine  place  bien 
fortifiee,  bien  approvifionnee,  ont-ik  mis  has 
les  armes,  avant  d'avoir  fouffert  les  horreur^ 
4'un  fiege,  ct  d^avoir  yu  leurs  fortercffes 
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t>u Vertex  4a  birfeches !  Et  cc  fcrolent-ll  cfes 
JFraa(jais  animes  de  Tefprit  dc  la^  libcrte  ? 
Non,  ce  ne  font  que  des  kches  ! 

r  ^^J'imagitie,  M*  Id  MafecteU  (Jtie  vous 
n'  avez  point  tarde  k  jiflembler  un  cout  mat- 
tial  pour  juger  ces  coupabl<$.  Qu*il$  peN 
dent  la  vie  avcc  i^ojninie  tandis  qti'ils  au^ 
Toient  pu  la  defendre  avec  honneUr,  ou  U 
perdre  avec  gloire,  et  utilement  pour  k 
p^rie.  II  faut  que  la  France  appreane  la 
punition  en  m^me  tems  que  le  crime ;  -q«^ 
cette  punition  donne  du  courage  aux  plus 
kches,  et  qu'elle  venge  le  nom  Pran^ais  *.* 

*  I  was  equally  with  you,  Sir,  filled  with  indigna- 
tion  againft  the  cowards  or  traitors  who  have  furren- 
dered  the  town  of  Lcngwy  to  the  enemy*  How  !  a 
garrifon  of  two  thoufand  three  hundred  men,  in  a  place 
well  fortified  and  well  provided,  tQ  lay  down  their 
arms  without  having  fufFered  the  horrors  of  a  fiegc, 
or  any  breach  having  been  made  in  the  ramparts  !  And 
are  thofe  Frenchmen  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  li-« 
bcrty  ?    No,  they  are  a  fet  of  cowards. 

limaginOi 


;  ^  :TFBk  JoHgc*  was  iimiirh'faily^appiaEuded; 
and  a  little  after  M.  Dubayet^  a  lieutenant* 
cdiond  dFa  regloisnr  and  member  of  the 
AITembly,  demanded  permiffion  to  join  his 
xegiment  then  on  the  irontiers,  adding^  "  I 
leave  all  my  &mily  as  hoilages." 

This  was  oppofed ;  becaufe,  as  was  ob^^ 
ferved»  H  it  was  granted,  all  the  military 
jnen  then  in  the  AfTembiy,  who  no  doubt 
are  equally  willing  to  ferve  againft  the  ene^ 
my,  would  demand  the  fame  permifGon, 
which  ought  to  be  granted  to  none,  except 
on  condition  that  they  gave  in  their  demif-  ^ 

I  imagine.  Sir,  you  have  already  ordered  a  eourt 
martial  to  try  thofe  criminals :  let  them  lofc  their  lives 
*with  difgrace,  fince  they  have  liot  chofen  to  defend 
them  with  honour,  or  riflced  loEng  them  with  glory  to 
themfelves,  and  utSity  to  their  coim^try. 

It  is  expedient  that  France  &o(ttld  hear  of  the  puniih* 
ment  as  ibon  as  the  crime,  diat  the  pumfliraent  may 
give  courage  to  the  moft  cowardly,  and  avenge  the 
French  nation* 

fioa 
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(ion  z$  members,  that  others  slight  be  ekdcd 
in  their  ftead. 

Dubayet  faid,  That  he  did  not  confidcr 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  refign  a  fituation  to 
which  he  was  appointed  by  his  country ; 
but  that  his  fuuation  was  different  from 
that  of  his  brother  officers ;  for  the  regi- 
ment of  Bourbonnois,  of  which  he  is  lieu* 
tenant-colonel,  is  aftually  on  the  frontiers^ 
neareft  the  enemy,  which  is  not  the  cafe 

with  refpedt  to  the  regiments  to  which  any 
other  military  officer  in  the  Aflembly  be- 
longs. "  Ah!  de  grace,  meffieurs,'*  con- 
tinued he,  "  permettez  moi  d'aller  montrer 
aux  braves  foldats  que  je  commande,  un 
officicr  qui  ne  veut  point  pradifer  avec  les 

cnnemis  de  la  liberte*  Je  ne  veux  point  Ic 
pardon  de  ces  traitres ;  je  ne  veux  point  de 
paix  avec  les  hommes  feroces  qui  devaftent 
le  pays  qui  les  vit  naitre ;  je  leur  dei^Iatc  la 
guerre  pour  toute  ma  vie.    Permettz  moi 

'     dialler 
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dialler  Its  combattre,  les  vaincre  ou  mou-^ 

One  of  the  members  obferved  to  him, 
*'  Vous  avez jut^,comme  nous^demourir  au 
pofte  ou  vous  ctcs,  vous  ne  devfez  pas  oublicr 
cc  ferment +/' 

The  Aflembly  pafled  to  the  order  of  the 
day. 

-    There  are  people  who  think  that,  at  this 

crifis,  a  deputy  who  leaves  the  National 

Aflembly  to  join  his  regiment  on  the  fron- 

.  *  For  heaven's  fake,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  go  and 
Ihew  to  the  brave  foldiers  I  command,  an  officer  who 
will  not  capitulate  with  the  enemies  of  liberty  ;  I  do 
not  afk  the  pardon  of  thofe  traitors ;  I  deCre  no  peace 
with  thofe  ferocious  men  who  lay  wafte  the  country 
which  gave  them  birth  ^  I  declare  everlafting  war 
againft  them.  Permit  me  to  go  and  oppofe  them,  that 
I  may  conquer  them,  or  die. 

f  You  have  fwom,  as  well  as  we,  to  die  at  the  poft 
^here  you  now  are  placed ;  you  ought  not  to  forget 
that  oath. 

tiers. 
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tkr^)  would  qidt  the  pofi:  of  dangw  for  OfMi 
where^he  would  be  fafer. 

The  Affembly  have  decreed^  that  there 
ihaU  be  an  immediate  levy  of  30,000  men 
in  Paris  and  the  neighbouring  xlepartments. 
A  number  of  petitions  were  read,  fome  of 
them  more  remarkable  for  z^al  Oian  wifdom  1 
but  as  they  were  all  expreffi vc  of  patriotifm, 
they  were  beard  with  patience  byth^  Affem* 
bly^and  with  applaufe  by  the  galleries. 

A  great  number  of  patriotic  donatlonst 
of  no  great  value,  were  made ;  chafleurs, 

who  are  to  fet  out  immediately  to  the  fron- 

« 

tiers,    require    the    honour    of   marching 
through  the  hall:  this  is  never  refufed. 

The  ftudents  of  a  college  coUedt  a  fmall 
fum,  and  prefent  it  for  the  ufe  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  thofe  killed  on  the  loth. 
One  man  fends  a  piece  of  old  plate;  another, 
having  no  plate,  fends  his  filver  buckles ; 
one  fends  four  or  five  mulkets  ;  another  a9 
many  fwords,   for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who 

6  march 
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march  to  the  frontiers.  A  body  of  can- 
noniera  appear  at  the  bar,  aad  defrre  a  pieie 
X)f  ground  to  praftife  in.  "  The  enemy  are 
advancing,"  faid  the  fpeaker :  *^  Vq^  braves 
cannoniers  brulent  de  les  terraffer." 
.  It  h  natural  for  ftrangers  to  blame  the 
Aflembfly  for  allowing  their  deliberations  to 
be  interrupted  in  this  msuiner. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered,  however,  that 
the  ferious  part  of  the  bufinefs  is  carried 
on. in  committees,  free  from  all  diforder 
an4  interruption. 

It  ihould  likewife  be  remembered,  that 
many  of  thofe  things  which  create  noife, 
tend  to  keep  the  people  in  good  humour, 
which  of  itfelf  is  a  great  point ;  they,  alfo 
contribute  to  keep  alive  that  enthufiafm 
which  alone  can  enable  the  French  nation 

-to  withftand  the  powerful  combined  attack 
which  bear,  from  all  quarters  againft  it. 

Servants  letter  was  a  cordial  well  calcu- 
lated for  preventing  the  increafe  of  that  de- 
voL.  I.  Q^  jedion 
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je&ioa  which  the  news  of  the  Currender  of 

Longwy  had  b^gan  to  fpread.    A  member 

fooi;i  after  afccnded  the  tribune,  and  dedred 

to  acquaint  the  audience  with  the  (tifpolitiont 

in  which  the  citizens  of  Sarrelouis  were 

He  then  read  a  letter  from  the  magiftrates. 

They  write,  that  the  enemy  are  within  a 
league  of  their  tbwn,    ^^  In  a  few  days  wc 

(hall  hear  the  roaring  of  their  cannoti  (add 
they),  and  we  expeft  to  be  befieged  imme- 
diately ;  but  our  inhabijtants  and  garrifon^ 
fo  far  from  imitating  thofe  of  Longwy,  arc 
determined  to  be  cut  to  pieces  (defefaire 
hacber)  rather  than  give  up  the  town*'' 

How  the  magiftratcs  and  inhabitants,  of 
Sarrelouis  vdll  behave  when  it  is  brought 
to  the  teft,  nobody  can  tell ;  but  nothing 
can  be  more  certain  than  that  their  letter 
had  an  admirable  efied  upon  the  people  iilk 
the  tribunes,  who,  by  their  enthufiaftic  ap- 
plaufe,  plainly  fliewed  that  they  thought  nO 
more  of  the  lofs  of  Longwy* 

5  ft 
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It  miii^  be  cdnfeffed,  that  thofe  people 
liave  a  moft  happy  difpofition  for  viewing 
ofcgedts  in  a  favourable  light,  who  are  com- 
forted for  the  aSfual  lofs  of  one  town,  by 
the  promife  that  another  will  be  better  de- 
fended. 

Augtift  a  8. 

Lord  Oower  and  his  family  left  Paris 
jefterday  to  return  to  England  :  this  give* 
more  concern  to  many  of  the  moft  intelli- 
gent of  the  French,  than  even  the  furtender 
of  LoAgwy,  They  confider  his  Lordfhip^s 
recall  as  a  pretty  ftrong  prefumption  of  the 
unfavourable  difpofition  of  the  Britifh 
Court.  Independent  of  all  political  confider- 
ationSj  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  incline 
them  to  keep  well  with  Great  Britain  at 
this  particular  jundlure,  I  am  greatly  de-^ 
ceived  if  they  have  not  a  higher  ifteeih  for 
the  national  charafter,  and  'more  good-^ill 
io  the  individuals  of  it,  than  for  iJiofe  of 

Q^z  any 
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any  other  country  in  Europe,  They  d(o 
imagine  it  is  for  the  mutual  intereft  of  both 
countries,  that  they  fhould  continue  on  good 
terms.  They  allow  that  at  theprefent  mo- 
ment  France  has  a  more  preffing  intereft  ia 

this  good  fellowfhip  than  England  ;  but 
they  aflert  it  is  the  reverfe  in  general. 

The  French  think  they  are  lofers  by  thfe 
commercial  treaty ;  and  they  preteiid  that 
they  abide  by  it  notwithftanding,   to  give 
an    unequivocal  proof  of  good  faith  and  J 
good  will  to  the  Englifh  nation. 

Talking  very  lately  with  a  Frenchman  on 
this  fubjedt,  he  obferved,  that  he  under- 
flood  it  to  be  a  prevailing  notion  in  England,  . 
that  the  Englifh  are  fetter  fighters  and 
worfe  negociators  than  the  French  ;  "  but 
continued  he),  without  admitting  t^he  truth 
of  the  firft  part  of  that  opinion^  I  imagine 
there  cannot  be  a  ftrongcr  proof  of  the 
fallacy  of  the  fecond,  than  the  late  commer- 
cial treaty^  by  which  England  has  gained 

more 
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more  from  France  than  fhe  ever  did  by  the    . 
moft  fuccefsful  war." 

That  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  charader 
of  its  own  inhabitants,  which  I  know  no 
nation  devoid  of,  I  believe  the  French  pof- 
fefs  in  full  as  great  a  degree  as  their  neigh- 
bours :  it  would  be  very  fingular  if  they 
did  not,  cfonfideririg  how  much  their  man- 
ners have  been  imitated,  and  their  writings 
admired,  by  all  Europe  for  thefe  two  cen- 
turies paft. 

But  with  whatever  cdmplacency  they  con- 
template themfelves,  the  very  loweft  among 
the  French  fhew  no  pofitive  hatred  to  fo- 
reigners. They  may  perhaps  imagine  that  it 
is  an  honour  to  be  born  in  France  j  but  they 
do  not  think  it  a  difgrace  to  be  born  elfc- 
where,  as  the  people  of  the  fame  rank  in 

r  r 

England  certainly  do. 

If  a  French  coachman  or  fifli-woman 
quarrel  with  a  foreigner,  they  will  make  no 
fcruple  to  give  him  the  word  name  they 

0^3  c»" 
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caa  think  of ;  but  after  they  have  called 
him  a  fcoundrel,  or  whatever  other  abuQv^ 
name  occurs,  they  do  not  add,  by  way  of 
aggravation,  Italian  fcoundrel,  German 
fcoundrel,  'or  En^lijh  fcoundrel  j  whereas 
thofe  who  deal  in  this  kind  of  rhetoric  in 
England,  are  never  contented  with  calling 
a  foreigner,  whom  they  abufe,  a  fcoundrel, 
becaufe  poffibly  the  by-ftanders  might  ixna-r 
ginc  him  only  an  Englifh  fcoundrel,  and 
of  courfe  merely  on  a  level  with  hpneft  men 
of  other  nations  j,  they  therefore  add  the 
name  of  the  country  the  man  comes  from, 
by  way  of  confummating  his  infamy* 

This  however  is  not  always' confidered 
as  an  injury.  In  the  year  1745,  a  ScQttifli 
foldier  of  the  rebel  army,  who  was  woundr 
cd  at  the  affair  of  Clifton,  and  unable  to 
march  with  the  corps  to  which  he  belonged 
when  they  left  Carlifle,  was  taken  prifoner 
with  the  garrifon,  which  confifted  almoft 

* 

entirely  of  Englifbmen. 

A  fpldiey 


A  foldkr  of  the  King's  ^rmy^  who  Wa4 
fentinel  at  the  prifon  where  this  man  wal 
confined,  told  him  one  day,  on  his  enquiring 

for  the  furgeon— •*  You  need  not  trouble 

>       ■       .'  > 

yourfelf  about  a  furgeon ;  for  I  can  aflur^ 
you,  that  you  are  to  be  hanged  very  foon 
for  a  Scotch  rebd^^ 

**  ThankiB  to  you  kindly,  Sir,  for  your  iil- 
formation  (replied  the  wounded  man,  in  the 
accent  of  his  country) ;  for,  as  I  was  found  iri 
a  garrifon  of  the  natives,  I  was  juft  fearing 
they  would,  may  be,  have  hanged  me  for  an 

•  Englj/h  ane.'^ 

An  addrefs  from  the  National  Afiembly 

.  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Frehch  frontiers 
was  read  by  M.  Vergniaud,  who  is  teckon-- 
cd,  in  point  of  eloquence,  to  be  equal,  if 
not  fuperior,  to  any  of  the  prefent  deputies. 

*'  Citoycns, 

•^  Votre  pofition  vous  aflure  la  gloire  dc 

cotobattre  les  premiers  les  ennemis  de  la 

Qjj.         *  liberte. 
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libcrtc.  La  nation  compte  fur  votrc  cou- 
rage ;  comptez  fur  fa  reconnoiffance.  Vos 
enfans  fcront  ceux  de  la  patric,  et  partout 
vous  trouverez  des  compagnons  de  gloire, 
ou  des  vengeurs'*.'* 

The  three  commiffioners,  Kerfaint,  An- 
tonelle,  and  Peraldy,  fent  from  the  National 
Aflembly  on  the  night  of  the  loth  to  the 
army  commanded  by  M*  la  Fayette,  appeared 
this  day  in  the  hall.  As  the  duty  they 
were  fent  on  was  of  a  very  dangerous  na- 
ture, and  had  been  attended  with  more  fuc- 
cefs  than  many  people  expelled,  they  were 
received  witli  long  continued  applaufes. 

Kerfaint,  with  manly  and  perfpicuous 
eloquence,  narrated  the  various  incidents 
which  had  occurred  during  their  expedition, 

*  Your  fituation  fecurcs  to  you  the  Honour  of  being 
the  firft  to  engage  the  enemies  of  liberty.  Your  coun- 
try relies  upon  your  courage;  do  ypu  rely  on  her  grati- 
tude. Your  children  will  be  adopted  as  hers;  and 
you  will  find  every  where  partakers  of  your  glory,  or 
avengers  of  your  death* 

M.Ia 
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M.  la  Fayette,  by  a  fingular  accident,  was 
informed  of  what  had  happened  on  the 
loth,  before  the  accounts  were  brought  to 
any  other  perfon  in  his  army. 

He  had  fent  M.  Darblais,  an  ofiicer  of 
diftindion  in  the  army,  with  difpatches  of 
great  importance,  and  fome  confidential 
meflages  to  the  War  Miniftcr.  M.  Darblais 
arrived  within  a  little  of  Paris  on  the  morn*  • 
ing  of  the  i  ith.  Having  changed  horfes,  he 
was  ftepping  into  his  chaife,  when  a  grena^ 
dier  of  the  national  guards,  who  had  juft 
arrived  from  Paris,  faw  him,  and  advertifed 
him  of  the  danger  of  continuing  his  route. 

Some  municipal  officers,  vy^ho  had  heard 
what  the  grenadier  faid,  made  difficulties 
refpeding  his  being  allowed  to  return. 
Thefe  difficulties  were  removed  with  infinite 
addrefs  and  prefence  of  mind  on  the  part 
of  Darblais,  who  polled  back  with  all- ima- 
ginable fpeed  to  M.  la  Fayette,  whom  he 
found  at  Sedan,  and  informed  him  of  all 

he 
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he  knew.  M.  la  Fayette,  having  ^ivea  vrhat 
account  of  this  bufinefs  he  thought  moft 
expedient,  defired  the  magiflrates  of  Sedan  to 
arreft  the  three  commiflaries  of  the  National 
AflemWy  as  foon  as  they  fhould  arrivie,  and 
thenhefet  out  for  the  army.TheGommiflaric$ 
were  arretted  accordingly  ;  and  they  were 
detained  in  prifon  from  the  14th  at  night 
till  the  morning  pf  the  ^oth.  During  thx$ 
period,  M.  la  Fayette  finding  that  the  army 
would  not  fupport  him,  but  were  determined 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  National  Affembly, 
thought  it  neceflary  to  withdraw,  accompa^- 
nied  by  M»  Darblais  and  fome  of  bis  chief 
cfEcers*  The  magiftrates  of  Sedan,  being 
now  fenfible  of  their  error,  releafed  the 
commiflaries,  and  implored  their  protec-^ 
tion. 

Kcrfaint  interceded  with  the  Ailem- 
bly  in  their  favour :  "  Oubliez  leurs  f antes 
^omtnc  mm  Ufoubliom'^^^  faid  he    in  hii 

♦  Forget  th^ir  faults  as  wc  do. 

fpeech 
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i^peech  from  tbe  tribune ;  and  then  proceeded 
to  give  ian  account  of  his  reception  by  th^ 
9xnxY*  Nothing  certdnly  could  be  more  cri»  . 
tlcal  than  the  fituation  in  which  that  army 
feems  to  have  then  been;  near  to  the  enemy; 
;iban^3ned  by  their  principal  officers ;  and 

Ignorant,  till  the  arrival  of  the  commiflariesi 
what  they  ought  to  do. 

When  thefe  commiffaries  left  Paris,  it 
was  believed  by  fome  people,  with  whom  I 
converfed,  that  they  would  be  put  to  death 
as  foon  as  they  Ihould  arrive  at  the  army ; 
and  I  fee  fome  perfons  who  flill  think  that 
would  have  been  the  cafe,  if  they  bad  got 
there  as  foon  as  they  intended. 

But  what  entirely  refutes  this  fuppofition, 
is  M.  la  Fayette'js  having  directed  the  nxa^ 
giftrates  to  ftop  them  at  Sedan.  If  he  had 
had  any  defign  of  deftroying  them,  and 
believed  that  the  army  alfo  were  fo  difpofed». 
lie  would  tiot  h^ve  prevented  their  coining 

M.  Keji. 
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M.  Kerfaint  in  his  fpeech  ftates  mtich 
inatter  of  accufation  againft  la  Fayette, 
yet  it  feems  evident  that  he  was  not  in  in- 
tdligence  with  the  enemy  ;  for,  if  he  had, 
it  would  have  heen  eafy  for  him  to  have 
given  them  fuch  information  as  would  have 
brought  them  upon  his  army  when  they 
were  deprived  of  their  commanders,  and 
in  .that  furprife  and  confufion  which  fuch 
a  ftate  muft  ncceflarily  produce.  But  the 
enemy  made  no  attempt  on  the  French 
army  during  this  critical  period  j  which  of 
itfelf  refutes  part  of  the  calumny  with  which 
M.  la  Fayette  has  been  purfued,  and  ren- 
ders what  i«  afferteid  by*  his  friends  very 
probable — that  although  he  was  prefled  by 
ev«ry  motive  of  perfonal  fafety  to  haften 
his.  departure,  he  did  not  leave  his  army  till 
after  he  had  made  fuch  a  difpofition  as  put 
it  out  of  the  enemy's  power  to  attack  it. 

1  cannot  anfwer  all  the  charges  I  daily 
hear  brought  againft  M.  la  Fayette  j  but  they 

'  arc 
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are  of  toa  general  a  nature,  and  urged  with 
too  mxjch  paffion,  to  convince  me  that  the 
friend  of  Waftiington,  the  man  who  (hewed, 
fuch  a  love  for  the  caufe  of  freedom,  both 
in  iAmerica  and  inFraftcie,  fhould,  all  at 
once,  become  a  traitor. 

.   '  .        I    .^  Auguft  29. 

If  thef e  was  ;  nothing  •  elfe  to  ruin  the 
public  affairs  of  France,  the  continual  ac- 
cufations  againft  ill  men  in  office,  whether 
military  or  civil^  would, be  fufficient  fprihat 
purpofc :  men  feetn  to  be  fufpe^ted  of 
treachery  pn  no  ftronger  grounds,  than  be- 
caufe  treachery  is  in  their  power.  But  it 
is  impoffible  to  put  any  man  into  an  officQ 
of  public  truft,  without  putting  treachery  in 
his  power :  at  this  rate,  therefore,  every  man 
enjoying  an  office  of  truft  will  be  fufpefted : 

in  fuchs  a  ftate  of  things,  how  can  govern- 

'"  ■      •  >  . 

ment  go  on?      , 

General  Luckner,  who  is  at  the  head  qf 

the 
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Ae  itmy^  is  often  abufed  in  tht  ptiblief 
prints,  which  appear  here  in  vaft  profufion  i 
and  infinnations  of  the  moft  malignant  na-** 
ture,  and  probably  without  foundation^  are 
daily  fpread  againft  him.     General  Arthur 

Dillon  is  expofed  to  attacks  of  the  fame 
nature. 

It  might  have  been  hoped,  th^it  the  recent 
and  deplorable  fate  of  this  gentleman's 
friend  and  relation,  Theobald  Dillon, 
marechal-d€«camp,  would  have  produced  a 
little  caution  and  delicacy  towards  officers 
of  that  name. 

It  is  above  a  century  fince  that  gallant 
family,  originally  from  Ireland,  were  natu- 
ralized in  France. 

The  unfortunate  General  Theobald  Dil- 
lon was  about  the  end  of  April  laft  ordered 
upon  an  expedition  from  Lille  to  Tournay* 
The  party  under  his  command,  at  fight  of 
the  Auftrians,  cried  out.  Traitor!  and. fled. 
A  dragoon,  whom  the  General  attempted 

te 
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ta  ftop,  fired  his  piflol  and  wounded  hua^ 
while  another  wounded  his  aide-de-c^mp  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  threw  him  firoqi  his 
horfe* 

On  his  return  tq  Lille,  the  foldiers  aflaf* 
iinated  their  commander,  und  alfo  Colqnel 
Berthbis^  the  chief  engineer,  to  co¥« 
their  own  cowardice  or  trefichcry  ;  for  it  is 
believed  by  many,  that  fome  foldiers  had 
been  bribed  by  the  ^nemy  to  fpread  the 
notion  that  the  French  army  wa3  betrayed 
by  their  officers,  which  occafioned  the  dif- 
order  and  flight  of  the  troops,  and  the 
n^urder  of  their  lead^s. 

Jufticc  was  afterwards  done  ta  the  good 
faith  and  good  conduct  of  Dillon  ai^d  Ber« 
thois,  by  a  court  martial,  and  the  aflaflins 
punilhed.  The  National  Aflembly  aKo 
made  all  the  reparation  in  their  power  to 
their  families.  A  penfion  was  given  to  the 
wife  and  children  of  Colonel  Berthois. 
General  Dillon  was  not  married  j  but  he 

had 
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hai  lived  ifi  the  ftrideft  iiitimacy  with 
Jofephine  de  Feville,  by  whom  he  had  two 
fons^and  a  daughter.  The  youngeft  fon  was 
born  at  Lille,  at  the  time  his  faljgier  was 
murdered,  and  the  infant  was  carried  to 
haptifm  acrofs  the  fquare  on  which  the 
inatigled  body  of  the  father  ftill  lay.  The 
wretched  mother,  terrified  by  a  report  that 
the  affaffins  intended  to  deftroy  herfelf  and 
hct  children,  rofe  from  her  bed,*  and  in  that 
difmal  condition  walked  on  foot  three  quar- 
ters of  a  league,  to  the  hbufe  of  M.  d'Au- 
mbnt,  a  French  officer  and  the  friend  of 
Dillon ;  where  fhe  and  her  children  were 
hofpitably  entertained  for  a  long  time,  dur- 
ing which  fhe  had  languifhed  under  a  dif- 
cafcj  the  confequence  of  her  terror  and 
fatigue.  A  narrative  of  thefe  afFefting  cir- 
ciimftances  was  read  in  the  Aflembly ;  to* 
gether  with  the  laft  will  of  Theobald  Dillon, 
written  in  his  own  hand  at  Lille,  immedi- 
ately before  he  fet  out  on  this  unfortunate 

8  expedi- 
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expedition.  In  this  teftament  he  recom- 
mends his  children  and  their  mother  to  the 
friendihip  and  afiedion  of  his  fillers  and 
relations,  in  the  mod  pathetic  terms. 

This  laft  proof  of  the  tendemefs  of  a 
brave  foldier,  to  thofe  moft  dear  to  him, 
had  great  effed  on  the  National  A^Tembly  ; 
they  immediately  decreed  a  peniion  of  1500 
livres  to  Jofephine  de  Feville  during  her 
life,  and  one  of  800  livres  to  each  of  her 
three  children* 

This  plan  of  fpreading  reports  of  treachery 
among  the  Generals  having  fucceeded  in 
this  inftancfe,  encourages  them  to  try  it  in 
others.  A  rumour  began  to  circulate  lately, 
that  General  Dumourier  had  pafled  over  to 
the  enemy  ;  this  however  will  go  no  great 
length :  a  man  was  fent  to  prifon  for  re- 
peating it  in  a  cofFee-houfe,  with  this  addi- 
tion, that  the  iPruffians  gave  no  quarter. 

It  is  generally  thought  that  there  are 
.many  agents  now  in  Paris,  employed  by 
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the  einigrant  princes  to  circulate  |jaraua|; 
repoilis  of  this,  nz^ture^  and  to  create  unlver- 
fal  diftnift  and  fufpicion.  This,  at  leaft^  is 
infinitely  mort  probable  than  th^  ryil^^H^ 
fiaion^  which  however  I  find  is  credited 
by  manyt  namdy^  tl^t  the  guineas  of  ^ 
BridyOb  treafury  are  fcattered  over  the  fab- 
uribs  of  St.  Antoine>  to  keep  up  the  fpirit 
of  diftuMxi  and  fedition. 

Several  perfoos,  I  am  told,  have  received 
anonymous  letters  within  theie  few  days, 
from  pretendjed  friends,  earneftly  entreating 
them  to  fly  from  Paris  with  all  poffihle  ex- 
pedition,  as  events  of  the  mod  dreadful 
nature  are  about  to  happen. 

Letters  from  unknown  friends  are  ge- 
nerally dictated  by  real  enemies  ;  and  thdfe 

■  #-     ■  ■  ■  ■     ^  .      » 

difperficd  on  the  prefent  oecafion^  are  pro- 
bably intended  to  augment  the  inquietude 
which  begins  to  difturb  the  thoughts  of 
that  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  me- 
tropolis who  ever  think  at  alL 

It 


(    H3    ) 

h  18  hzcdij  pofiSble  to  cbnceiire  what  ab- 
furd  and  in^umaa  fuggefticms  arife  from 

fear.  A  ftronger  inftaiice  caimot  well  be 
given  than  what  took  place  thid  day  in  the 
National  Affembly ;  wherje  a  member  dif- 
covered  danger  and  deftrudtoh  advancing, 
not  &om  thediiciplined  battalions  of  Prufiia^ 
or  the  vengeful  fquadirons  of  the  Emperor, 
but  from  the  languid  hands  of  a  woman 
ihut  up  in  a  prifon  and  opprefTed  with  ag-< 
gravated  calamity* 

^  Be  affured  (cried  this  man)  that  there 
Ititt   cjtifts  a  confpiracy  in    PaiiiBy   every 
minute  part  of  which  it  is  your  dpty  to 
t^race.     The  vigilance  of  the  guards  on  the 
Teoxple  has  been  lulled.    The  prifoners 
there    have    found   means    of  communi- 
cation   with    the    traitors    at    Coblentz, 
N*efl:-ce   pas   aflez  (continued  this  unre- 
lenting man)  que  cette  fqmme  barbare,  que 
.cette  fejoame  bourreau,  s^occupe  dans  fa  re- 

R  2  traite 


traite  des  moyens  de' fe  baigner  encore  dftns 
le  fang  des  Francois  ?  N'eft-ce  pas  aflfez 
qu'ellc  rcfpire  encore,  faniB  que  votis  la  laif* 
fiez  renouer  fes  trames  contre-^revolution- 
naires  ?  Otez-lui  tons  les  moyens  de  corref- 
pondre  avec  nos  ennemis,  ct.  que  Louis 
XVI.  livre  a  fa  lourde  nuUite,  ne  corref- 
ponde  plus  qu'ayec  fa  honte  et  fes  remords. 
Je  demande^  i.  que  Ton  cherche  la  prefTc 
dont  fe  Jervent  encore  les  confpirateurs :  2. 
que  tons  les  membres  qui  compofent  la  fa- 
mille  du  Roi,  foient  enfcrmes  feparemetlt 
fans  aucune  communication  eritre  eux  et 

chfermes  aVec  le  dehors  */* 

This 

"*  Is  it  not  enough  that  this  barbarous  woman  is  cm- 
ployed  inher  confinement  infchemes  to  enable  her  a^in 
to  b.athe  herftlf  iu  thq  blood  of  Frenchmen  ?  Is.it  not 
enough  that  (he  ftill  breathes,  without  your  permitting 
her  to  renew  her  plots  againft  the  revolution  ?  De- 
prive her  of  the  means  of  correfponding  with  our  ene- 
mies, and  let  the  weighty  nullity  of  Louis  XVI.  have 

no 
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This  vile  fpcech  was  applauded  by  the 

tribunes. ^They   furely  itiiport   ne^ro- 

drivers-  from  the  Weft  Indies  to  place  in 
thofe  tribunes. 

The  firft  article  only,  however,  was 
adopted  by  the  Affembly  j  the  other  was 
rejefted. 

All  this  terror  of  a  confpiracy  arofe  from 
a  book  lately  publiflied,  entitled — Les  Bieri- 
faits  de  rAflemblee  Nationale,  ou  Entretiens 
de  Madame  Saumon. 

This  book,  the  orator  faid,  turned  the 
National  Affembly  into  ridicule,  and  filled 
him  with  horror.     I  queftion  much,  how- 

iio  corrcfpondence  of  any  kind,  except  with  his  ftiame 
and  with  his  remdrfe, 

I  require  in  the  firft  ^lace,  that  fearch  niay  be  made 
for  the  prefs  of  which  the  confpirators  make  ufe  ;  in 
the  fecond  place,  that  all  the  members  of  the  King's 
family  (hall  be  feparately  confined,  without  any  com- 
munication with  c^ch  other,  or  with  any  perfonout  of 
theprifon. 

R  3  ever. 
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cfver^  if  iris  half  fo  ridiculoi^  a$  bi&fpeech; 
I  ;^m  fure  it  will  not  fill  me  with  more 
horrotr 

Atigufl  30. 

The  National  Aflcmbly  feem  difpafird  to 
behave  with  republican  fte^nefs  to  thofe 
who  difappoint  the  expedlations  of  theif 
country  when  before  the  enemy. 

Some  foldiers  of  the  garrifon  of  Longwy^ 
appeared  at  the  bar^  to  give  an  account  of 
the  redudion  of  the  place,  and  apologize 
for  the  conduA  of  the  inhabitants  and 
garrifon.  They  accuied  their  officers  and 
the  maglftrates ;  they  faid  they  had  narr 
rowly  efcaped  being  maflacred  by  the  Pruf- 
fians,  who  had  promifed  them  the  honours 
of  war.  "  You  deferved  the  treatment  you 
received,"  cried  fome  of  the  members. 

What  could  a  garrifon  of  eight  hundred 
men  do,  when  attacked  by  fixty  thou- 
fand? 

**  You  might  have  died,"^  was  the  cry  of 

the 
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Ac  AflTcmbly ;  iti  iimtatioa  no  doubt  of  the 

qu^i/mourutofComalh. 

Tte  foldiers  flniihed  their  memorial,  by 

* 

protefting  that  they^were  determined  on  the 
firft  opportunity  to  avenge  their  country 
and  prove  thdr  courage. 

This  declara(ion  was  heard  with  a  niur- 
mur  of  incredulity,  and  their  memorial  was 
fent  to  the  CtmtmiJIion  Extraordinaire. 

A  letter  was  read  yefterday  in  the  Na- 
uonal  Aflembly  from  MerKn,  one  of  the 
magiftrates  of  Thionville,^  and  father  to  the 
deputy.  He  writes  that  the  inhabitan^ex-* 
pefl:  foon  to  be  befieged^  but  are  determined 
to  be  blown  up  with  the  town,  rather  than 
furrender. 

On  which  Jean  Debry  exclaimed  with 
fervour—**  The  moft  inftant  And  vigorous 
meafures  mud  be  adopted  in  defence  of  our 
country ;  the  expence  muft  not  be  thought 
of:  within  fifteen  days  we  ihall  enjoy  free* 
dom,  or  meet  with  death.    Jf  we  are  con* 

R  4  ,       quored, 
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quered,  we  fhall  have  no  need  of  money,  for 
we  fhall  not  exift — If  we  are  vi£toriolis,  ftill 
We  fhall  not  feel  the  want  of  money,  for  we 
ftiall  be/r^^/' 

In  confequence  of  a  mandate  from  the 
municipality  of  Paris,  which  feems  to  be  the 
fole  executive  power^  each  feSion  was  or- 
dered  to  choofe  commiflarics  for  making  a 
general  fearch  for  arms  and  fufpeded  per- 
fons. 

This  fearch  was  made  accordingly  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  night  arid  this  morning.  The 
-roowiiflaries  were  attended  with  a  body  of 
the  national  guards,  and  all  avenues  of  the 
fedions  were  watched  to  prevent  any  per- 
fon  from  efcaping.  They  did  not  come  to 
our  hotel  till  about  fix  in  the  morning.  I 
attended  them  through  every  room,  and 
opened  every  door  of  our  apartment.  They 
behaved  with  great  civility  ;  we  had  no 
arms  but  piftols,  which  lay  openly  on  the 
cliimney. 

They 
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They  admired  the  nicety  of  the  work- 
xnanfhip  of  one  pair,  but  never  offered  to 
take  them. 

I  underftand  that  a  confiderable  number 

ft 

of  mulkets  have  been  fclzed,  and  many 
people  arrefted.  The  mafter  of  our  hotel 
was  on  guard  laft  night ;  I  iaw  him  retnrn 
this  morning  in  his  warlike  attire.  He  talked 
a  good  deal  of  the  fatigue  he  had  under- 
gone, a,nd  hinted  a  little  of  the  dangers  td 
which  he  had  been  expofed  in  the  courfe  of 
this  fevere  duty. 

Beitig  alked  if  he  had  been  fuccefsful  in 
his  fearch  after  fufpecled  perfons— 

•*  Oui,  milord,  infiniment" —  ^ 

He  could  hot  have  looked  more  lofty  if 
he  had  taken  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick — 

— ^*'  Notre   bataillon    a    attrape    quatrc 

pretres^%'* 

I  do  not  hear  that  thofe  poor  men  are  ac- 
cufed  of  any  other  crime  than  that  of  not 

*  Our  battalion  has  caught  four  pricfts. 

having 
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having  taken  the  cath  to  du  new  confti- 
tution  :  this  fecms  a  prefarapdon  that  lAxj 
are  men  of  principle,  guided  by  thedi£tat^ 
of  confcience,  whether  well  br  illiriforined, 
and  ought  to  fubjeft  them  to  no  punifh- 
ment — yet  they  were  carried  to  the  |jrifon 
of  the  Abbaye*  - 

When  men's  minds  are  agitated  with 
party  and  political  diflenfions,  they  are  apt 
lo  lofe  all  idea  of  jullice  add  t:anddur; 

The  clergy  in  general  are  extremely 
odibus  in  France  at  prefent.  They  cer* 
tainly  have  been  hardly  ufed ;  and  it  is  an 
old  obfervation,  that  men  often  hate  thofe 
they  have  wronged.  The  clergy  have  un^nef- 
tionably  loft  influence  in  every  country 
of  Europe  of  late  years  j  but  more  in  France 
than  any  where  elfe.  What  an  alteration 
(Ince  the  war  of  the  League,  and  even  fincc 
the  revocation  of  the  edift  of  Nantz  I 

This  body  of  men  have  been  always  ex- 
pofed  to  the  indifcriminating  fatire  of  wit- 
lings 
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Jiogs  aod  profiigatofi  hD(  now^  ijq  this 
^country,  men  of  grave  andy^r/o/iuchara&ers 
Vforn  fASo  againft  them.  A  member  cf  the 
Natiopal  Afiembly,  and  of»  the  foregoing 
defcription^  had  occafion  yefterday  in  the 
Aflembly  to  fay  fomething  in  favour  of 
an  ecclefiaftic :  he  added,  ^*  He  is  indeed 
the  honefleil  prieft  I  am  acquainted  with-^ 
for  I  never  was  acquainted  with  another." 
The  Aflembly  laughed.  I  did  not  join^ 
becaufe  I  have  been  far  more  fortunate  in 
my  acquaintance  with  that  order  of  men, 
than  the  deputy.    But  what  (liquid  Ihock 

iincere  catholics  flill  more,  was  what  hap« 
pened  two  days  fince  in  the  Aflembly.—- 
Certain  citizens  brought  to  the  bar  a  filvet 
ftatue  of  St.  Roche.  "  We  have  often  ad- 
dreflfed  prayers  to  our  St.  Roche  (faid  one 
of  them)  againil  the  political  plague  which, 
makes  fuch  ravages  in  France — he  has  given 
us  no  anfwer — we  imagine  his  filence  may 
poflibly  be  owing  to  his  form ;  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  bring  him  to  you,  that  he  may  be  con- 
verted intofpecie;  hoping  that,  in  dib  new 
fliape,  he  will  better  contribute  to  drive  the 
peftiferous  race  of  our  enemies  out  of 
France/'  - 

This  harangue  was  heard  with  applaufe 
hy  the  Aflembly  and  Tribunes,  and  this 
faint  was  conducted  to  the  mint. 

* 

A  report  of  the  moft  abfurd  nature  pre- 
vails  at  prefent ;  it  is  circulated  by  many, 
and  believed  by  fome,  that  there  is  a  plan 
for  placing  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  York  on  the  throne  of  France.  It  is 
thought  that  this  meafure  would  fecure  to 
France  aft  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  and 
with  Pruflia ;  and  on  that  account  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  wifhed  by  more  people  in  this 
country  than  can  poffibly  believe  it.  It  cannot 
be  wifhed  for  by  any  who  are  interefted  in 
the  continuation  of  the  Duke's  happinefs. 

In  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  French 

nation, 
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nation,  tl^  crown  of  France  is  afluredly 
not  an  otjeflt  of  defire. 

-  Auguft  31. 

As  much  pains  i^  taken  to  fpirit  up  the 
people  againfl  priefls,  as  againfl  arillocrates. 

One  reafon,  no  doubt,  is,  becaufe  the  clergy 

•    <  ■< 

in  general  are  ariflocrates ;  another  is  the 
diflike  which  a  number  of  people,  inde- 
pendent of  politics,  bear  to  a  fet  of  men  who, 
by  profeffion,  are  obliged  to  cenfure  and 
condemn  the  mode  of  life  which  thofe  peo- 
pie  choofe  to  live. 

Then  it  is  fo  eafy  a  thing  to  pick  out 
fufEcient  mattier  for  an  abuHve  pamphlet, 
from  the  writings  which  at  all  times  have 
appeared  againft  the  priefthood,  and  apply 
them  to  the  clergy  of  the  prefent  times, 
although  as  different  from,  each  other,  as 
the  prefent  race  of  Parifians  are  from  the 
ancient  Gauls,  or  the  Parifians  of  the 
League. 

One 
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One  powerful  engine  that  lias  been 
brought  to  bear  againft  the  clet^,  ^  ^^11  as 
againfl  the  monarchy,  is  that  old  enemy  of 
the  former,  the  Stage.  I  lately  faw  Les 
ViCtimesCloJtresat  theTheatrc  de  la  Nation; 
apiece  evidently  written  to  infpire  horror  and 
indignation  againft  the  priefthood,^  and  to 
place  monks  in  particular  in  the  moft  atro- 
cious point  of  yiew.  The  part  was  played 
by  Fleuri,  an  admirable  ador,  eafy  and  ele- 
gant  in  comedy;  full  of  energy,  and  pathetic 
in  the  higheft  degree,  in  tragedy;  quite  free 
from  that  pompous  fwell  and  ftrut  fo  com- 
mon in  French  tragic  acting,  and  which 
certainly  never  prevailed  in  real  life  ampng 
the  fotis  of  men.  I 

Mademoifelle  Contade  is  at  the  head  of 
French  comic  ading;  and  it  is  in  com) 
afting  that  the  French  excel.     Here  you 
the  polifticd  manners  of  high  life  reprefenj 
without  grimace  or  affcft^tion ;  and  all 
6  na| 
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aatoreaiMl  (Impllcity  of  the  ittferior  raoiy 
\iidthaut  vulgaiity. 

Hie  French  adtors  and  adbrefies  poflefs 
beiide,  particularly  in  their  comic  operas^ 
a  b^witphing  ^stj  and  playfulne&  of  man« 
ner,  which  is  attempted  without  fuccefs  on 
other  flages. 

The  arreting  of  citizens,  by  orders  from 
the  coiifeil  des  reprefentans  de  la  commune^ 
continues,  and  gives  alarm  and  uneafinefs 
to  many  for  themfelves  or  relations :  fome 
have  been  taken  up  of  late  who  were  al- 
ways confidered  as  warm  patriots.  I  am 
Informed  of  this  with  caution  3  for  it  is  not 
thought  quite  fafe  to  complain  of  thofe, 
who,  by  fome  means  or  other,  poflefs  al- 
mod  the  whole  power  of  the  fiate. 

Complaints  of  this  tyranny,  however, 
have  been  made  in  the  National  Aflembly ; 
and  Vergniaud  has  declaimed  againft  it  with 
the  moft  affeding  eloquence.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  of  his  having  convinced  them  of 

the 


(    2S6    ) 

the  grcatnefs  of  the  grievance,  aaid  giveii 
them  all  the  defire  poffidle  to  rcdrefs  it; 
but  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Affem- 
.biy  itfelf  is  under  the  influence  of  terror. 
The  walk  of  Paris  are  at  this  moment 
covered  with  addrefles  to  the  people  againft 
particular  deputies— with  infinuations  that 
the  majority  are  infedled  with  ariftocracy. 
IfTiefe  papers  are  not  all  anonymous  ;  fome 
of  the  moft  abufive  are  figned  Maraty  the 
x\zmt  of  2i  preUncfed  patriot,  and,  from  every 

account  I  have  received,  a  real  incendiary. 
Symptoms  of  mifunderftanding  between 
the  Aflembly  and  the  confeil  de  la  commune 
have  appeared  pretty  evidently  of  late^ 
As  the  Aflembly  are  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  whole  French  nation,  and  the  council  h 
compofed;  of  men  deputed  from  the  dif- 
ferent fedions  of  Paris,  it  is  plain  that  the 
'council  ought  lo  be  fubordinate  to  the  Af- 
fembly ;  but  by  intrigue  and  management, 
during   the   diforders    which   have  exifted 

fince 
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V 

ilnce  the  i  oth  of  Auguil,  the  council  have 
acquired  the  afcendancy. 

The  adive  citizens  of  the  fuburbs  of  St« 
Antoine  and  St.  Marceau  are  more  at  the 
command  of  the  latter  than  of  the  former ; 
and  at  prefent  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  two 
fuburbs  are  all  that  is  felt  in  Paris  of  the 
Peuple  Souverain.  What  the  Convention 
may  be  able  to  cffeO:^  there  is  no  knowing  i 
but  there  is  little  probability  that  this  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  which  is  on  the  point  of 
diflblution,  will  ever  acquire  the  afcendancy 
it  ought ;  and  that  the  Conventional  AfTem- 

bly  ihould  ever  have  an  exiftence,  feems 
daily  more  and  more  problematical. 

Commiflaries  are  appointed  by  the  Na« 
tional  Aflembly  to  every  fcdion  of  the  de- 
partment  of  Paris  and  in  the  neighbourhood, 
for  the  purpofe  cf  promoting  the  new  levies; 
which  go  on  fo  fuccefsfully,that  they  will  be 
compfeted  within  a  very  few  days,  although 
only  two  men  fliould  be  chofen  out  of  three 
VOL.  I.  S  of 
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of  thofc  who  ofJbf  t&eihfelves'.  To  en- 
courage  thofe  who  work  at  the  entrench- 
inen\:s  n6W  forihing  rOfttfd  Paris,  fome 
(fltifz^hs  Ih'  feafy  and  Cpiil^nt  circtiniftanc^s 
go  tiiere  dail)^;  ^M  noi  6hly  tr^at'the  :^recf 
latiourers  with  occafioiial  refrelfenlcrits,  bat 

'  .-  *  ■ 

work  with  perfevering  affidiii'ty  th'emfM ves. 
It  appears  fingular,  that,  in  the  mldil  of" 
this  general  alarm,  the  N  afiohal  Anemily 
was  occupied,  a  corifidefable  portion  of  yef- 
terday,  oh  an  intended  decree,  the 
of  which  i^  to  facilitate  the  mckns  of  di^ 
vorcd. 

In  the  pfereht  agitation  of  nieii's  minds, 
with  that  prejudice^  ahd^refeiitixicint  wfiicii  it 
creates,  there  is  rcafon  to  fear  that'the  courts 
bf  juftice,  as  well  as  the  Islationai  Affenibly^ 
are  obliged  to  pay  too '  much  attcntioti  tQ 
the  opinions  ^of  the  people  without  doors. 

A  criminal  court  w^s  lately  appointed 
for  the  purjpofe  of  trying  the  cfiniinals  of 
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the  loth  of  Auguft,      One  (TAngremoht 

was-  the  fiFft  priibner  brought  before  this 

tribunal.     He  ha:d  formerly  been  fecretary 

to  the  adminiftration  of  the  national  guardisi 

at  the  office  of  the  M'aifbn  de  Ville,  \vhere 

lie  wa«  placed  by  the  Tate  mtnifters ;  and 

was  now  accufed  of  being  the  chief  of  A 

gfeit  ba^  of  meo,  raifed  and  employed 

for  the  pijrpofe  of  making  anti-revolutionil 

motions  in  clubs ;  holding  difcourfes  of  the 

fame  nature  on  the  terrace  of  the  Feuillans, 

the  gardens  of  the  Palais  Royal,  and  other 

places  of  public  refort,  with  an  intention  to 

excite  fedition,  and  raife  the  people  to  in- 

furredtions  againft  the  National  Aflembly, 

and  iht  public  magiftrates,  particularly  the 

mayor  and  other  patriots. 

This  band  was  divided  into  detach- 
ments of  ten  men  each,  every  detachment 
having  a  captain  ^  and  lieutenant.  The 
pay  of  the  captains  was  ten  livres ;  that  of 
the  lieutenants  five ;  and  that  of  each  pri- 
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vatc  man  two  livres  ten  fols  daily.  They 
had  particular  figns  and  words,  by  which 
they  knew  each  other,  at  the  public  walks, 
at  the  tribunes,  and  wherever  the  citizens 
afTemble.  They  alfo  carried  a  ftick  of  a 
particular  kind,  which  they  called  the 
cottftitution. 

The  number  was  faid  to  amount  in  all 
to  1500  men.  D'Angremont  paid  and 
directed  the  whole.  The  captains  gave  an  ac« 
count  daily  to  him  of  whatever  had  pafled : 
and  he  made  a  kiiid  of  return  of  this  in 
three  notes;  one  to  the  King  himfclf,  and 
the  two  others  to  two  perfons  in  public  office. 

The  advocate  for  the  prifoner,  befides 
various  other  defences,  pleaded,  that  as 
his  client  had  been  arrefted  on  the  eighth 
or  ninth  of  Auguft,  he  could  not  be  judged 
by  a  tribunal  conftituted  for  the  trial  of 
crimes  committed  on  the  loth.  But  as 
that  which  the  prifoner   was   accufed   of 

referred 
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referred  to  what  happened  on  the  loth, 
this  plea  was  over-ruled. 

After  a  trial  of  thirty  hours,  three  pro- 
pofitions  were  given  to  the  jury  to  delibe-^ 
rate  upon.  They  remained  three  hours 
enclofed.  On  their  return  to  court,  the 
fir  ft  article  was  ftated  to  them  by  the  judge: 

"  Do  you  find  it  proved,  that  there  was 
on  the  I  oth  of  Auguft  a  confpiracy  within 
the  Tuileries  to  excite  a  civil  war  in  the 
country  ?** 

The  foreman  of  the  jury  anfwered  in 
the  negative.  On  this  there  was  a  generaj 
murmur  among  the  audience. 

The  judge  next  demanded — "  Do  you 
find  that  there  was  a  defign  in  the  Tuileries 
of  feizing  unconftitutional  power?" 

To  this  queftion  the  jury  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative. 

"  Do  you  find  it  proved  that  tihie  prifoner 
was  engaged  in  this  defign  ?*' 

The  jury  found  this  proved  alfo.     After 
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tbey  had  given  theip  vendSi, 

faire,  according  to  <;he ,  French  ^r-afe>  '^- 

plied  thq  law. 

D' Ar^remont  was  condemned  to  be  ^be- 
headed. Afi  he  retired  from  the  court,  the 
peopk  having  perceived  that  he  wore  the 
uniform  of  the  national  guards,  two  of  tkem 
went  irfto  the  prifon  df'the  Gonciwgerie,. 
where  thi'3: poor  man  was  eondudled  after 
receiving  his  fentence,  and  informed  him 
that  the  people  required  that  he  Ihould  not 
appear  on  the  fcafFold  in  that  dr^fs.  The 
prifoner  immediately  took  his  coat  off. 

Five  hours  after  his  condemnation,  he 
•was  brought  to  tjie  place  of  the  Caroufel,        j 
and  executed  by  torcji-light.      When  he       i 
mounted  the  fcafFold,  the  fpedators  testified      f 
their  joy  hy  acclamation  ani^clapping  their     | 
hands;  which  favage  fign   of  fatisfadioa    / 
they  redoubled  when  his  head,  being  fevered  .  r 
from  his  body,  was  held  up  to  their  view  J 
by  the  executioner*  ? 

Th!./ 

f 
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This  ^^.riojgc^tpropf  pf^%ir,p^t;I;i<?- 
|it  Ji8  fuck ;  but  it  ^^8  A  fljoii,  cpn;ip|ete  pjj« 
-^  ^it  brutality^ 

Xe  ;Pe.uple  Souye^fi  |^?g^  to  grow  as 
iCtuel  as  pt^jer  (Jefppts. 

A(T.  I^appFte,  [i^^^n^t  4e  h  li^c  civile, 
•jwft»  brought, oeictbefpre  the  %i»e  i rH>!ginaI. 

He  was  accufed  of  having,  ^^pVp^y^d  the 

^mofwy   of  the  ,  civil  lift  in  prifit^ng  and 

-publifting^  an  \mmcT\fc  nupij)er  of  p^tn- 

^phletSy^i^^v^nd  placards,  the. tendency  qf 

which  was  to  fpirit  up  the  popple  -agaipft 

the  ipatripts,  ai^i  bring  about  a  coimter- 

revolutipp  j  employing  and  paying  a  nup\. 

,ber.  of  agents  for  the  faa[>€  purpofe ;  re- 

-iDitting  money  to  the  em^igrants  at  CobIent2, 

particularly  to  the  JCing'a  body  gijards,  vfhp 

.were  in  that  city. 

Jn  .gexieral  he.  denied  th^fe  charges.  The 
evidence  adduced  againft  him  confifted 
chiefly  of  papers  and  letters  found  in  the 
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King's  cabinet  on  the  i  oth  oi 
great  many  letters  ^ere  found  alfo  among 
his  own  papers  from  perfons  who  profeiTed 
great  loyalty,  and  willingnefs  to  rifk  their 
lives,  in  defence  of  the  King ;  and  requeft- 
ing  tickets  to  be  admitted  into  the  gardens 
of  the  Tuileries,  and  alfo  into  the  palace 
itfelf,  during  the  time  that  the  former  were 
kept  (hut  from  the  public. 

M.  Laportc  was  afked  how  many  of 
thofe  tickets  be  hiad  diftributed.  He  an- 
fweredy  None ;  that  being  the  bufineis  of 
the  governor  of  the  Tuileries- 

He  was  afked  how  many  had  been  dii^ 
tributed.    He  anfwered.  About  2ooo.  | 

He  was  (hewn  an  order  figned  by  him,        f 

addrefled  to  the  Marechaux  de  logis,  order-       f 

w 

ing  them  to  prepare  accommodations  for       | 
fome  officers  of  the  Swifs  guards,  on  the  9th      [ 
of  Auguft,  in  the  Chateau.     Another  order     f 
figned  by  him  to  the  commiflary  of  the     f 
magazine,  for  400  bed  covers   for  Swifs   I 

guard*  J 
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0 


(    a65    ) 

guards  bn  the  9th.     He  acknowledged  thefe 
fignatures. 

Being  aiked  of  how  many  the  Swifg 
guard  confifted  that  night,  he  anfwered, 
that  he  did  not  know  the  exa(3:  number ; 
but  that  it  was  double  the  ufual  number. 

Being  afked  if  he  had  not  paid  the  gardes 
du  corps  at  Coblentz ;  if  he  had  not  tranf* 
mitted  money  to  the  King's  brothers  and 
other  emigrants :— To  thefe,  and  all  queftions 
of  a  nature  to  criminate  himfelf  effentially^ 
he  anfwered  in  the  negative. — It  feems 
ftrange  to  a  Britifh  fubjeft,  that  the  court 
allowed  Tuch  queftions  to  be  perfifted  in. 
If  they  had  proof,  they  might  have  brought 
it  forth ;  but  it  is  highly  unbecoming  a  court 
of  juftice  to  endeavour  to  entrap  a  prifoner 
by  drawing  it  from  his  own  mouth.  They . 
not  only  did  fo,  but,  as  it  was  then  begin- 
ning to  grow  dtilkifh,  the  national  coin- 
miflary  required  that  lights  might  be  placed 
near  M.  i,aporte,  that  the  jury  might  ob- 

ferve 


queftions  made  on  his  couatenai^^ 

Whut  a  wry  ^|lH)le  >k^  ^qf  ^^nce 

to  have  rlpi^^  on  this  jury. 

jqQi^efpop4ei>ce  wi^h  theprtfpp^rs.at  Q^^a^. 

fH/B  anfwsrqd,  ,^^t  of  ^U  thq  ^ate  pa- 
goners  there,  he  bnejw  only  ]\IM.  de  J^riflap 
and  ^Deleflart ;  t,he  fir^  he  had  h^^n  aq- 
.q^ai^ted  with  at  fijliool  ;j  t}ie  other iie  knew 
4;)nly  after  he  wf^s  pR^pi^^r;  )byt  jhat  he  h^ 
kept  lup  a  corr^fppndence  with  frxqt^ier. 

There  muftrhave  been  a  great j^ejSciejnqy 
-df  diredl  and  fubftantial  eyi^epce,  wh^p 
•:thcy  w^^e  reduced  to  dwell  on,  fjyi^h  .wqjijb 
'Circiimftance^. 

.  He  w^stold  by  the  cpurt,  that  if  h^h^ 
.been  .a  good  qitjizen,  he  .wpi}^  h?^ve  jp- 
[forn^ed  the  National  Affembly  of  ^the  grci^t 
^xpence    which   Lquis  XVI.    was  at    to 

maintain 


maiQftatAttt  cejuttter-revalutioa  ageats^  md  m, 
counter-revolution  fpirit  in  Paris. 

Ht,  anfWercd^  tbat  by  his  office  he  was  to 
j>ay  thofe  who  brought  orders  fropa  thp 
dSjing.  What  mm  of  worth  would  have 
accepted  iof  the  ofiice)  if  he  had  he^  CiAd 
that  it  was  expefked  he  wasrtoido  .the  idntjr 
of  a  fpy  ?  or  to.accufe>the  King  before  the 
^tioaal  AiSbmbly,  as  often  as  he  fpent  his 
inoticy  iaxprbperly  ? 

The  jpublic  ncctifcr  recapitulated  the 
charges  and i evidence  ;  and  the  jury  having 
•withdrawn  for  two  hours,  declared  that  the 
prifoner  was  convided  of  having  expended 
•imtnenfe  fums  of  mohey,  to  foment  a  civil 
war,  and  by  that  means  reftore  the  ancient 
defpotifm. 

He  was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head, 

M.  Laport^  heard  the  fentence  pro- 
nounced without  apparent  emotion  ;  and 
with  equal  calmnefs  liftened  to  a  kind  of 

exhorta* 
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exhortation  addrefled  to  him  by  the  prefix 
dent. 

He  then,  without  taking  notice  of  the 
prefident,  or  his  exhortation,  turned  to  the 
audience,  and  faid  :  "  Citoyens,  je  proteftc 
que  je  meurs  innocent  j  puiffe  Tcffufion  dc 
mon  fang  ramener  la  tranquillite  du  roy- 
aume  ! — mais  j'en  doute  *." 

M,  Laporte  retained  the  fame  manly  be- 
haviour to  his  laft  moment  j  his  appearance 
on  the  fcafibld  was  modefl  and  dignified,  fo 
as  to  move  the  coinpaffion  of  many,  and 
cemmand  the  refpedt  of  all  the  fpedia- 
tors. 

Durofoy,  a  man  of  letters,  formerly  edi- 
tor of  the  Gazette  de  Paris,  and  of  another 
public  paper  entitled  Le  Royalifme,  was 
next  brought  to  the  bar.  He  was  accofed 
of  a  criminal  correfpondence  with  the  ene- 

•  Citizens,  I  protcft  that  I  die  innocent  j  piay  the  | 
effuCon  of  my  bk)od  reftorc  tranquillity  to-  the  king-  [ 
dom ! but  I  doubt  it.  i 


-I 
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mies 


mies  of  the  revolution,  both  within  and 
without  the  kingdom ;  with  being  the  au- 
thor of  aoti-revolution  writings;  with  be- 
ing involved  in  the  guilt  of  the  loth  of 
Augufl: ;  and  with  having  inferred  in  the 
Gazette  de  Paris,  of  the  9th  of  Auguft,  a 
plan  of  defence,  in  cafe  the  Chateau  of  the 
Tuileries  fhould  be  attacked. 

He  denied  having  any  connexion  with 
the  loth  of  Auguft;  that  he  was  then  at 
Auteuil ;  and  faid  that  the  article  complain* 
ed  of  was  inferted  in  the  Gazette  without 
his  knowledge.  Notwithftanding  a  very 
eloquent  defence,  he  was  found  guilty  by 
the  jury,  and  condemned  like  the  reft* 

He  heard  his  fentence  with  equal  firm- 
nefs,  faying,  "  Un  royalifte  comme  moi 
devoit  mourir  le  jour  de  St.  Louis'^'." 

He  preferved  his  courage  on  the  fcafFold, 

*  It  becomes  a  royalift,.  fuch  as  I  am,  to  die  on 
St.  Lewis's  day. 

and 
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and  t^as  beheaded  ai»idd:  th^  cUkh  <rf  Viu 
la  Natiofi !  ^  ^ 

The  eouFt  in.  the  iiett  inAafxee tried  M. 
D'Oflfonville,  juge  de  prix,  H*  wis  accufed 
of  hating  proteded  lyAngreihocitratid  his 
aceomplices  as  often/  as  ihey  v^ere  broaght 
before  him ;  and  of  being  a^  accotnj^ce  of 
his  in  his  anti-revolulion  proceedings^  and 
involved  in  the  eonfpiiracy  of  the  i  oth  of 
Augnft* 

The  chief  foundation  of  the  acdufation 

againft  this  man  was,  that  his  name  was  ih** 
fcribed  in  a  regifter,  found  inD*AngrenK)nt's 
pofleflion,  as  the  judge  before  whom  he 
and  all  his  partifans  were  to  carry  every 
appeal  or  difpute  they  fliould  hsiye  and 
it  was  proved  that  there  was  a  confiderabk 
connexion  betw.een  them. 

The  jury  was  enclofed  two  hours,  and 
then  gave  a  fpecialverdidjThatD'Oflbnville 
had  CO- operated  in  the  plan  of  D'Angremont, 

6  to 
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to'  excite  a  civil  wary  and  reftbfd  i  defpdtifi 
gbvefhrii^nf  j  but  thai  it  Was  not  ptoVed 
that  h^  had  afliftdd  in  this  knb^/vingly,  and 
6i  deffgh. 

r 

This  prifoner  had  fo  little  expectation  of 

X  f 

a  favourable  verdi£b,  that  '^hik  the  jxivf 
was  enclofe'd,  he  faid  to  a  perfon  who 
poured  out  a  glafs  of  wine  to  him — "  The 
wine  you  have  poured  out,  my  dear  fir,  is 
the  lall  I  fhall  ever  tafte/' 

*  » 

I  am  glad  1  Tiave  to  add,  that  the  verdidt 
of  the  jiiry  was  followed  by  the  long  and 
repeated  applaufes  of  the  audience*  This 
was  really  fome  relief  to  my  mind  j  for  I 
was  afraid  that  nothing  biit  condemnation 
was  agreeable  to  the  people  j  and  that  the 
t)pitii6n  bt  ()rejudlces  of  the  public  had  too 
much  influence  on  the  decisions  of  the 
i:oiif-td. 

M.  Mohttilotin,  mayor  of  Fontainebleau, 
and  formerly  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 

glanders,  W2(s  brought  before  the  tribunaU 


(    *7«    ) 

He  had  already  undergone  an  examination 
before  the  National  Aflembly,  in  confer 
quencc  of  which  he  was  now  broiight  to 
his  trial.  He  was  accufed  pf  having  been 
engaged  in  fchemcs  which  brought  on  the 
action  of  the  loth. 

He  made  a  very  able  defence,  and  (hewed 
great  prefence  of  mind  during  his  trial. 
The  jury  was  enclofed  three  hours,  and 
then  gave  a  verdift  of  the  fame  nature  with 
that  given  in  the  trial  of  M.  D'Oflbnville — 
"  That  it  was  proved  that  there  had  been 
plots  and  machinations,  the  tendency  of 
which  was  to  kindle  a  civil  war;  that  it  was 
alfo  proved  that  M.  Montmorin  had  aflifted 
in  feme  of  thefe  ;  but  it  was  not  proved  xhzt 
he  had  afEftcd  wickedly^  or  with  an  mteniiofi 
to  do  mifckieP^ 

This  verdidt  was  no  fooner  given,  than 
loud  murmurs  of  difapprobation  were  heard 
among  the  audience — **  You  difcharge  him 
to-day  (cried  one  of  them),  and  within  a 

fortnight 


^  • 
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fortnight  he  will  ordet  ouf  throats  to  he 


cut."- 


'  This  created  fach  confuiionj  that  fatal 
confequences  were  feared.  The  pfefident 
expoftulated  with  the  people^  and  poiated 
out  the  fatal  tendency  of  their  interfering  iif 
^  caie  of  this  kind ;  but  he  was  not  abl^ 
entirely  to  calm  them^  till  he  faid  that  per^ 
haps  there  were  among  the  jury  fome  pcr^ 
Ions  whofe  connexion  with  the  prifoner's 
family  had  influenced  their  judgment,  in 
which  cafe  it  would  be  proper  to  have  the 
yerdia  revifed  by  a  new  jury. 

The  prefident  thought  it  neceflary  to  con- 
duct M.  Montmorin  out  of  the  court  to 
prifon,  to  protcQ,  him  from  the  violence  qf , 
the  people,  who  hiiTed  and  hooted  him  as  he 
paflfedi  In  the  outer  court,  one  of  the  na- 
tional guards  aimed  a  ftroke  with  his  fword 
at  the  prefident,  which  was  parried  by  a  by* 
iknder ;    fo  that  the  judge  received  no 

woun^* 
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Louis  XIV.  and  Louis  XV.  never  gave 
more  alarming  proofs  of  defpotifm  than 
vrhen  they  interpofed  their  authority  againft 
the  legal  courfe  of  juftice. 

This  was  complained  of  even  when  their 
Interpofition  was  to  proteft  a  criminal  whom 
the  law  condemned.  If  they  had  exercifed 
their  power  in  condemning  whom  the  law 
acquitted^  it  would  have  been  ftill  more 
odious.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  how- 
ever, it  is  what  the  people  are  doing. 
If  therefore  it  was  a  power  fuperior  to 
law  which  the  French  chiefly  complained 
of  in  their  ancient  monarchy,  they  have 
not  found  it  remedied  by  the  abolition. 
Yet  this  is  at  leaft  as  great  a  grievance 
when  exercifed  by  Le  Peuple  Souverain, 
as  by  any  other  tyrant. 

The  vices  of  tyrants  are  faid  to  run  in  a 
circle,  and  produce  one  another.  Luxury 
and  prodigality  beget  rapine  j  rapine  creates 
hatred  in  the  fubjed^  which  raifes  fear  in 

the 
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the  prince.     Fear  produces  cruelty,  ci^uelty 
defpair,  and  defpair  deftnidtion. 

In  the  Peuple  Souverain,  cruelty  is  not; 
derived  from  the  fame  remote  anceftors ;  but 
Springs  direfl:ly  from  power  combined  with 
credulity  in  the  moft  abfurd  accufations,  and 
a  tafte  for  the  fight  of  executions* 

All  tyranny  is  intolerable.  If  the  French 
cannot  find  the  mtons  of  bringing  that  of 
the  people  within  the  limits  of  law,  they 
will  gain  nothing  by  their  revolution. 

One  particular  circumftance  renders  Lc 
Peuple  Souvcrain  a  more  formidable  ty- 
rant than  any  other:  namely— that  all 
other  tyrants  are  in  fome  refpeft  perfonally 
anfwerable  for  their  anions,  which  is  fome 
reftraint  on  them ;  whereas  the  Peuple  Sou- 
vcrain indulge  their  caprice  or  fury  without 
any  reftraint  whatever. 

Not  fatisfied  with  trying  to  intimidate  the 
court,  on  purpofe  to  force  a  revifion  of  the 
verdid,  and  obtain  one  more  to  their  mind, 

T  2  an 
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m  attempt  was  made  in  the  next  place  to  in-^ 
timidate  the  National  Affembly.  The  day 
after  the  trial  of  M.  Montmorin  of  Fon- 
taineblcau,  fome  perfons  who  called  them*- 
felves  Deputies  from  the  People  came  to  the 
bar  of  the  Affembly,  to  exprefs  their  indigo 
nation  at  the  judgment  pronounced  by  the 
jury  in  his  favour;  And  required,  in  the 
name  du  Peuple  Souverain,  a  fpeedy  anfwer 
©nthefubjedi. 

To  this  very  fturdy  petition  the  prefident 
anfwered — That  the  Affembly  would  in- 
quire into  the  objeft  of  their  requeftj 
that  undoubtedly  the  people  of  France  was 
fovereign ;  but  this  fovereignty  lay  in  the 
whole  people,  and  not  in  any  feparatc  part, 
and  never  could  be  exercifed  but  by  the  re- 
prefentatires  of  the  whole  nation. 

This  obfervation  of  the  prefident  is  very 

juft ;  but  there  is  reafon  to  dread  that  there 

will  be  fome  difficulty  in  making  the  people 

underftand  it,  and  ftill  more  in  makiqg  them 

conform 
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conform  to  it.  For  Le  Peuple  Souvcraid  h 
a  monarch  compofed  of  heterogeneous  fub- 
fiances^  like  the  image  of  which  Nebuchad* 
aezzar  dreamed ;  part  ib  fine  gold,  part  iilver^ 
part  brafsy  part  iron,  and  a  large  portioi| 
clay:  each  of  thefe  divifions  occafionally 
affumes  the  right  of  rcprefenting  the  whole 
fovereign ;  and  the  clay  portion  is  exceed- 
ingly apt  to  bedaub  all  the  others,  when 
they  offer  to  difpute  this  right  with  it. 

M.  Montmorin,  formerly  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  was  yefterday  examined 
before  the  National  AffemWy.  He  was 
tiot  accufed  of  having  any  connexion  with 
what  happened  on  the  loth  of  Auguft;  but 
the  following  articles  of  charge  were  exhir 
bited  againft  him :— That  he  facrificed  the 
interefl  of  France  to  that  of  Auftria,  in  op- 
pofing  an  alliance  between  France  and 
PruiTia — That  he  concealed  the  league  of 
foreign  powers  againft  France,  and  did  not 
ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  it 

T  3  —That 
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— ^That  he  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
defign8  of  the  emigrant  princes,  and  aided 
by  his  (ilence  their  fchemes  againfl  France. 

M.  Montmorin,  when  interrogated  on 
thefc  three  heads,  anfwered,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz  ;  that  he  was 
really  ignorant  of  the  deligns  of  the  French 
Princes,  and  therefore  could  not  inform  the 
National  Affembly  of  either  in  time  ;  and 
in  general,  that  he  was  innocent  of  the 
whole  charge.  The  Affembly,  however, 
adopted  the  decree  of  accufation,  and  M, 
Montrtiorin  was  ordered  into  cuftody. 

M.  Bamave,  fo  much  diftinguifhed  for 
fiis  eloquence  in  the  Conftituent  Affembly, 
was  lately  arrefted  at  his  country  houfe  near 
Grenoble,  and  carried  to  the  prifon  of  that 
city.  What  gave  occafion  for  this  is  a  pap 
found  in  the  King's  cabinet,  and  endorA 
in  the  King's  hand — Proj^t  du  Comite  d| 
Miniftres,  concerte  avec  M.  M.  Barnave| 
Alex.  Lameth* 
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This  paper  confifts  of  various  article*,  or* 
hints  of  what  it  might  be  expedient  to  do* 

1.  To  refufe  the  fandion. 

2.  To  write  another  letter  in  a  friendly 
ftyle  to  the  princes. 

3.  A  new  proclamation  refpeding  the 
emigrants  in  a  firm  flyle,  and  marking 
a  determination  to  maintain  the  confli- 
tution. 

4*  A  requifition  to>  the  neighbouring 
powers  to  fuffer  no  afTemblies  of  armed 
men  on  their  territories* 

With  other  hints  of  what  the  minifters 
were  to  fay  to  the  National  Affembly ;  par- 
ticularly to  infift  on  the  good  effeft  which 
the  King's  former  requifitions  had  produced 
on  the  miiid  of  the  Emperor,  &c. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  feems  nothing  of 
a  treafonable  nature  in  this  paper;  and  if 
there  was,  there  is  no  proof  that  Barnave  or 
Alexander  Lameth  had  any  knowledge  of 
\\..     But  at  prefent  the  leail  clrcumftance 

T  4  creates 


(     «8o    ) 

creates  fufpicionv  and  the  leaft  fufpiclon  U 
fufBcient  for  an  order  d  arreft. 

I  feel  much  concern  for  ihefe  proceed'^ 
ings,  becaufe  1  believe  the  minds  of  thofe  in 
power  to  be  too  much  inflamed  for  candid 
inveftigation  of  the  conduct  of  men  who 
a&ed  on  principles  oppofite  to  their  own } 
and  becaufe,  although  ^11  that  was  charged 
^gainft  thofe  unfortunate   men  had  beeii 
iproved,  ftill  they  might  have  conceived  that 
they  were  doing  their  duty,  and  afting  ia 
fupport  of  the  conftitution. 

The  court  had  been  long  attacked  in  jourr 
nals,  in  papers  and  placarts  fixed  on  the 
walls,  by  men  hired  to  harangue  in  public 
places  againft  the  King  and  his  miniflers^ 
'  who  infinuated,  and  often  aflferted,  that  the 
country  was  betrayed,  that  there  was  a  plot 
to  murder  the  patriots,  and  fell  a  great  part 
of  the  kingdom  to  the  Emperor;  and  ideas 
of  a  republican  nature  were  likewife  fpread 
about  on  all  cQnyenient  occafioas. 

It 
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It  was  not  unnatural  in  the  King  or  hit 
minifters  to  think  of  defending  themfclves, 
and  refifling  this  attack  with  the  fame  kind 
of  weapons  that  were  ufed  by  their  enemies. 
They  did  no  doubt  accordingly  penlion  jour- 
aalifts,  and  employ  agents,  to  attend  the  tri^ 
bunes  of  the  National  Aflembly,  to  mix  in 
groups  at  the  public  places,  to  fix  up  placarts  , 
on  purpofe  to  counteraft  the  defigns  of  their 
enemies,  and  turn  the  public  opinion  in  theil: 
favour.  For  this  purpofe  D* Angremont  and 
his  band  may  have  been  employed,  Duro- 
foy  may  have  written,  and  they  may  have 
believed  in  their  confcicnce  that  they  were 
defending  the  King  and  fupporting  the  con- 
ftitution,  againft  thofe  who  wiflied  to  deftroy 
both.     M.  Laporte  alfo  might  think  he  was 
doing  no  injury  to  the  conftitution,  in  ad- 
vancing money  which  was  at  the  King's  dif- 
pofal  in  defraying  this  expence,  according 
to  the  orders  he  received  from  his  Majefly: 
and  there  does  not  feem  any  thing  highly 

criminal 
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criminal  in  tranfmitting  money  by  iht 
King's  orders  to  a  few  of  his  old  body 
guards,  who  were  ftarving  at  Coblentz.; 
which,  however,  he  denied  having  done. 

Befides,  the  indignation  we  feel  againft 
thofe  whofe  conduA  we  really  condemn,  is 
greatly  diminifhed  when  we  think  they  adcd 
from  principle ;  and  if  our  hearts  are  nor 
hardened  by  the  unrelenting  fpirit  of  party, 
our  indignation  is  converted  into  companion 
when  they  come  to  fqffer* 

From  the  converfations  I  have  had  with 
the  mod  intelligent  and  befi;  informed  of  my 
French  acquaintance,  from  the  very  evafioils 
;ind  palliations  of  fome,  when  the  difcourfe 
turned  on  certain  fubjedls,  and  the  franknefs 
of  others,  I  think  it  highly  probable  that  n 
projeft  was  formed  by  many  of  the  King's 
friends,  who  were  alfo  the  friends  of  the 
conftitution,  to  remove  the  whole  royal  fa- 
mily to  the  diftance  of  twenty  leagues  from 
J^aris,  The  difturbances  which  were  tlireat- 

ened 
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cncd  every  ume  the  King  made  ufe  of  the 
veto  which  the  conftitution  had  given  him, 
the.  outrages  committed  by  the  mob  in  his 
palace  on  the  20th  of  June,  for  vrhich  no- 
body had  been  punifhed,  convinced  them 
that  this  meafure  was  neceflaryfor  the  King's 
fafety,  and  for  his  having  the  free  ufe  of  his 
prerogative.     It  was  propofed  that,  every 
thing  being  previoufly  arranged,  he  fhould 
inform  the  National  Aflcmbly  of  his  in- 
tention to  withdraw  for  fome  time  to  that 
diftance  from  the  capital  which  the  cqnftitu-i 
tion  permits,  and  to  fet  out  dire^y  after,  at- 
tended by  a  body  of  cavalry,  and  followed  by 
the  S  wifs  and  fonde  battalions  of  the  national 
guards.     It  is  likely  that  a  detachment  from 
the  army  on  the  frontiers  would  have  joined 
thefe,  if  neceifary ;  and  all  with  no  other 
view  than  to  give  energy  to  the  conftitutioiif 
and  prevent  the  powers  of  government 
from  being  arreiled,  as  often  as  any  meafure 

was 
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'    wa8  taken  that  difpleafed  the  Jacobins  or  the 
mob  of  Paris. 

M.  de  la  Fayette  was  in  all  probability 
engaged  in  this  proje(^  ;  but  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that 

The  very  head  and  front  of  his  offending 
Hath  this  extent,  and  na  more. 

His  Majefty  fometimes  agreed  to  this 
plan;  but  when  it  came  to  the  point  of  exe* 
cution,  he  always  drew  back :  for  although 
Louis  XVI.  pofTeflTes  it  great  (hare  of  paffive 
courage^  he  fhrinks  from  exertion;  efpe* 
cially  when  the  meafure  which  he  is  flimu^ 
lated  to  take  has  the  lead  chance  of  being 
,  attended  with  bloodfiied.  By  all  I  have 
heard  of  the  charadler  of  this  prince,  whom 
they  endeavour  to  reprefent  as  a  wicked  ty« 
rant,  he  in  truth 


^acks  iniquity 


Sometimes  to  do  him.  fervice. 

And  I  have  fome  reafon  to  fufpcd  that 

the 
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the  moderadoQ  vrith  which  he  bcnre  certdn 
Oi^ages  provoked  the  republican  p^trty,  b^ 
caiafe  it  deprived  them  of  the  pretexts  \rhkh 
they  wifhed  to  exhibit  to  the  people,  aa  rea^ 
fons  for  the  deftrudion  of  royalty ;  but  I 
alfo  believe,  that  this  in  a  great  degree  prxs 
ceeds  from  a  conviftion  in  their  minds,  that 
tiie  fplendor  of  royalty,  even  v^rith  the  li- 
mitations of  their  conftitution,  cannot  long 
cxift   in  France   confiftent  with  freedom* 
When  they  are  reminded  of  the  example  of 
the  Britifli  government,  they  anfwer  that 
the  charaders  of  the  two  nations  are  dif- 
ferent ;  but  they  Teem  to  forget  that  thofq 
very  circumftances  in  the  charader  of  the 
French,  which  render  a  limited  monarchy 
dangerous  to  freedom,  may  alfo  render  ^ 
republican  form  of  government  inconfililent 
with  any  tolerable  Ihare  of  tranquillity  o» 
public  happinefs* 

The  three  perfons  executed  as  above-- 

mentioned,  I  dare  fay  thought  they  had 

2  ad;ed 


aded  meritotiouflj ;  and  it  depended  on  the 
event  of  the  infurredlion  on  the  loth  cff^ 
Auguft,  whether  that  was  or  was  not  to  be 
the  avowed  opinion  of  the  public.  Had 
that  event  been  the  reverie  of  what  it  was, 
thofe  men  would  have  been  praifed  and  re- 
warded for  the  fame  conduft  for  which  they 
were  now  condemned,  and  fome  of  their 
judges  would  have  been  executed  in  their 
ftead.  They  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  other 
world,  no  doubt,  according  to  their  own  per* 
fonal  conduSl  through  life  j  but  here  the  fate 
of  thofe  men,  and  whether  they  were  to  be 
ponfidered  as  innocent  or  guilty,  depended 
not  on  their  own  condudl,  but  on  that  of 
the  Swifs,  the  national  guards,  the  foederes, 
^nd  thofe  who  direded  them. 

If  it  were  clearly  proved  that  the  King 
had  entered  into  a  plan  for  overturning  the 
conftitution,  which  he  had  accepted  and 
fwom  to  fupport,  that  he  kept  up  a  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  enemies  of  his  country, 

and 
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and  abetted  their  iavafion  for  the  purpofe  ef 
re^eftablifhing  the  old  government,  and  it 
the  rifk  of  the  difmemberment  of  France ; 
if  thefe  things  were  proved,  no  man  who 
has  read  the  chapter  of  the  Conjiitution 
Fratifai/e^  which  concerns  the  King,  can 
have  the  Icaft  doubt  of  his  having  incurred 
the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  crown  j  and 
beyond  that  penalty  juftice  cannot  go  with 
refpedl  to  him,  were  all  thefe  charges  ever 
fo  clearly  proved. 

In  that  cafe,  however,  thofe  who  were 
acquainted  with  his  defigns,  and  afTifled  him 
in  promoting  them,  would  be  juftly  con- 
demned to  death  as  traitors.  ^ 

But  if  none  of  thofe  charges  are  clearly 
proved ;  if  nothing  is  difcovered  incompa-^ 
tible  with  the  idea  that  the  King  was  con- 
fcientioufly  refolved  to  adhere  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  had  formed  no  plan  to  reftore 
the  old  government ;  that  the  meafures  he 
tQok,  and  the  arrangements  he  made  within 

the 
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national  guards  within  the  caftlc*  in  thefe 

words :  "  Meffieurs,  a  Dieu  ne  plaife  que 

nous  demandions  que  vous  verfiez  le  fang 

de  vos  freres,  que  vous  attaquiez  vos  con^ 

citoyens!   Vos  cannons,  meffieurs,  font  la 

pour  votre  defenfe ;  ils  ne  font  pas  pour 

Tattaque:  mais  je  requiers  au  nom  de  la 

loi,  cette  defenfe  j  je  la  requiers  au  nom 

du  droit  de  votre  conflitution  j  je  requiers 

au  nom  de  la  furete  que  la  loi  garantie  a  la 
maifon  devant  laquelle  vous  etes  poftes.  La 

loi  vous  autorife,  lorfque  des  violences  fe- 

ront  exercees  contre  vous,  i  les  repoufler 

par  une  forte  reaftion.  La  loi  vous  autorife, 

lorfque  vous  ferez  a  point  d'etre  forces  dans 

voti:e  pofte,  a  le  maintenir  par  la  force  ;  et 

encore  un  fois  vous  ne  ferez  point  affaillans, 

vous  ne  ferez  que  fur  la  defenfive  *." 

This 

.  *  Gentlemen,  Heaven  forbid  that  we  fliould  require 
you  to  ftied  the  blood  of  your  brethren 5  that  you  fhould 
attack  your  fellow-citizens  !  Thofe  cannon  are  there 
for  your  defence,  and  not  for  attacking  others  :  but  in 
the  name  of  law  I  require  thai  defence  \  I  require  it  in 

the 
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Tki«  Uoguage,  whith  is  dud:  of  nature 
and  common  ktifc^  wti$  not  blamed  at  the 
time  it  was  held,  aad  if  Rhccderer  liad  had 
the  kail  Idea  that  ft  would,  he  is  not  the 
inan  that  would  have  hdd  it ;  but  it  has 
beoi  considered  in  a  different  light  fince, 
and  M.  Rhoederer  has  thought  prc^r  to 
abfcond. 

But  had  the  King  given  direfl:  orders  to 
fire  on  thofe  who  threatened  to  force  their 
way  into  his  palace,  he  was  not  only  jufti- 
fiable  on  the  principle  of  felf- defence,  but 
it  was  his  duty  to  do  fo  as  fopn  as  he  was 
convinced    they    could    be    kept    out    by 

the  name  of  juftice  and  of  the  conftitution ;  I  require 
it  in  the  name  of  that  fafety  which  the  law  guarantees 
fo  the  houfe  before  which  you  are  pofted.  The  law 
authorifes  you,  as  often  as  violence  is  ufed  againfi:  you, 
to  Tepel  it  with  all  your  force-  The  law  authorifet 
ypu,  when  you  are  in  danger  of  being  driven  from 
your  ppftj  to  maintain  it  by  force  ;  and  ftill  you  will 
not  be  aggreffors,  you  will  be  only  afting  on  the  de- 
fcnfive, 

XJ  2  no 
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no  other  means^  for  he  had  fworn  to  defend 
the  conflitution ;  he  himfelf  was  an  effential 
part  of  the  conftitution,  and  therefore,  indc- 
pendent  of  every  conlideration  of  felf-de- 
fence  as  an  individual,  he  was  bound  as 
King  to  zSi  agsdnft  the  infurgents  on  the 
lOthofAuguft 

September  2. 

An  incident  of  a  fingular  nature  took 
place  yefterday. 

Jean  Julian,  a  poor  waggoner  of  Vau- 
girard,  was  condemned  to  ten  years  hard 
labour,  for  I  know  not  what  crime.     This 
man  was  placed  on  a  fcafFold  in  the  flacc 
de  Greve,  with  his  hands  tied  behind,  there 
to  remain  an  hour,  as  a  beginning  of  his 
punifhment.  ,  Whether  he  was  previoufly^ 
mad^  or  made  defperate  by  fo  fevere  a  fen- 
tence,  I   am  not  informed ;  but  while  he 
was  in  this  fituation,  the  -^  populace  crying^ 
Vive  la  Nation !   the  man  exclaimed,  Vive^, 
Ic   Roi  !    Vive   la   Reine  I   adding    fome 

indecent 
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indecent  cxpreffions  regarding  la  Nation^ 
prompted,  in  dl  probability,  by  rage  and 
defpair. 

One  could  hardly  imagine  that  a  poor 
helplefs  wretch,  in  this  deplorable  ftate, 
could  hare  provoked  the  refentm^nt  of  any 
individual ;  and  if  it  did,  the  punifhment 
to  which  he  was  condemned  might-hive 
been  thought  fufEcient.  It  did  not  however 
fatisfy  le  Peuple  Souverain :  the  man  was 
on  the  point  of  being  torn  to  pieces  j  but 
Manuel  prevented  this,  and  promifed  that 
the  offended  ii\ajefty  of  the  people  fhould 
be  avenged. 

The  offender  was  carried  from  the  fcaffold 
to  prifon,and  foon  after  accufed,  before  the 
tribunal  which  had  tried  the  others,  of 
this  new  crime.  The  fentence  no  doubt  is  in 
due  form  of  lawj  it  declares  however  what 
nobody  of  common  fenfe  can  believe  : 

*•  Qu'il  a  exifte  une  emeute  populaire, 
ou  fedition,  le  premiere  Septembre  prcfent 

U  3  mois, 
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mots,  tendante  a  exciter  une  j^rre  dvUe, 
par  des  cris  de  Vive  le  Rdi,  Vive  la  Reine, 
Vive  M.  de  la  Fayette !  laquelle  emeute  ou 
feditio0  eft  une  confequet):ce  naturdle  d^  la 
confpiration  qui  a  eclate  le  lo  Aout  dernier: 
qqe  Jean  Julien  eft  conv^a9u  de^  faits  a,* 
deflus,  &c*." 

He  was  then  carried  from  the  prifon  to 
the  Caroufel,.  and  there  beheaded. 

It  ia  not  pofiible  that  the  court  colild 
hate  believed  that  this  waggoner  intended 
to  excite  any  fedition  ;  what  he  faid,  was  a 
mere  rafh  retort  on  the  mob,  who  infulted 
him  in  his  mifery.  If  thir  cry  had  been 
Vive  le  Roi  et  la  Reine !  bis  would  have 


*  That  a  popular  commotion  or  fedition  exifted  on 
the  firft  of  September,  tending  to  raife  a  civil  war,  by 
the  cries   of  Long  live  the  Kling,  the  Queen,  M.  1 

Fayette  !  wlych  commotion  or  fedition  is  a  natural 
confequence  of  the  confpiracy  which  appeared  on  the 
lothof  Auguft.  That  John  Julien  is  guilty  of  :th^ 
above,  &c- 

been 
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been  Vive  la  Nation !  It  is  plain  therefore 
that  he  was  condemned  to  die  to  pleafe  the 
people.  It  is  hard  to  fay  who  excite  greater 
horror,  thofe  who  order  a  man's  head  to 
be  cut  off,  to  pleafe  the  people  j  or  the  peo- 
ple who  are  pleafcd  by  fuch  a  fpe£kacle. 

Thofe  who  attend  public  executions,  in 
confequcnce  of  a  tafte  for  fuch  horrid 
fights,  were  a  few  days  ago  gratified  with 
an  after-piece,  which  was  not  announced. 

On  the  27thof  Auguft,  th;^ee  men  were 
beheaded  for  forging  affignats.  After  the 
execution,  it  is  cuftomary  to  hold  up  the 
head,  that  it  may  be  feen  by  the  fpedators. 
In  performing  this  ceremony,  the  Ton  of  the 
executioner  approached  too  near  the  edge 
of  the  fcaffold,  fell  over,  and  was  killed  on 
the  fpot  before  his  father's  eyes. 

I  was  this  morning  pafling  the  church 
of  Saint  Louis  du  Louvre,  and  being  told 
that  it  was  now  frequented  by  a  Prqteftant 
congregation,  I  immediately  joined  them. 

U4  To 
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To  behold  an  aflembly  of  Proteftante 
worfliipping  God  according  to  the  forms  of 
their  own  religion,  in  a  Roman  catholic 
church,  built  on  the  fpot  where  the  mafla- 
cre  of  St.  Barthelemy  began,  and  near  that 
whence  Charles  IX.  fired,  with  his  own 
hands,  on  his  Proteftant  fubjeds,  was  not 
the  leaft  e^^traordinary  thing  I  have  had 
occafion  to  obferve  fmce  I  have  been  ia 
France* 

The  original  name  of  this  church  was 
St.  Thomas  du  Louvre,  and  a  painting  of 
the  martyrdom  of  St.  Thomas,  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  is  ftill  one  of  its  ornaments* 
The  roof  falling  into  decay,  was  renewed 
in  the  year  174Q,  when  the  church  obtained 
the  new  name  of  St.  Louis,  I  know  not 
for  what  reafon,  unlefs  it  was  that  the 
former  was  thought  ominous ;  for  befide 
the  murder  of  the  faint,  whole  name  it 
originally  bore,  three  of  the  prebendaries 

were 
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were  crufhed  to  death  by  the  fall  of  the  old 
roof  in  the  year  1 739, 

The  principal  ornament  of  this  church 
IS  the  maufoleum  of  Cardinal  Fleury,  who 
is  reprefented  expiring  in  the  arms  of 
Religion.  Xouis  XV.  ordered  this  mag- 
nificent tomb  to  be  ereded  in  honour  of 
his  old  preceptor  and  prime  miniiler ;  but 
the  monarch's  afFedion  abated  as  the  ex« 
pence  increafed,  and  became  fo  cool  before 
the  work  was  finifhed^  that  it  is  thought  the 
tomb  would  never  have  been  completed, 
had  not  the  Due  de  Fleury;  and  other  rela- 
tions of  the  family,  joined  in  defraying  the 
expence,  and  animating  the  artifts.  Thus 
what  was  begun  by  gratitude,  was  finifhed 
by  vanity.  I  fhould  be  forry  to  fay  that 
in  general  the  latter  is  the  moft  powerful 
motive  for  expences  of  this  nature  j  but  let 
thofe  who  wifh  to  know,  enquire  of  Jculp^ 
tors  and  of  painters^  to  which  they  are  moft 
obliged. 

When 
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When  I  entered  this  church,  I  found  ft 
crowded  with  an  audience  o£  a,  very  re- 
fpedablc  and  devout  deportment. 

The  demeanor  of  the  clergyman  was  of 
a  piece  with  that  of  the  audience.  I  en- 
quired his  name,  and  am  forry  I  have  for- 
got it.  His  fermon  was  excellent,  and 
gracefully  delivered ;  he  ufed  more  adtion 
than  is  common  with  Englifh  divines ;  but 
feemed  free  from  afFedtation.  He  dwelt  on 
the  benevolent  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  and  in- 
culcated its  precepts  with  a  fervour  that,  I 
thought,  proceeded  from  the  heart.  A  pa- 
triotic form  of  prayer  has  been  ufed  in  all 
the  churches  fmce  the  revolution  j  it  refers 
to  that  event,  and  is  affeding  and  well  com- 
pofed :  this  was  the  only  thing  the  minifter 

read*     The  King  and  Royal  Family  were 

included  in  it  before  the   loth  of  Auguft  : 

the  only  thing  which  difpleafed  me  during 

the  fervice  was,  that,  by  order  of  the  exift- 

ing  powers,  they  are  now  left  out. 

The 


The  very  circumftance  of  their  being 
omitted,  hawcver,  would  bring  them  into 
the  minds  of  the  audience  ;  and  thofe  who 
felt  the.  true  import  of  the  fermon  they 
had  juft  heard,  I  am  convinced,  did  not  omit 
mental  petitions  in  favour  of  that  moft  un-* 
fortunate  family. 

On  a  part  of  the  wall  of  this  church, 
where  a  faint  formerly  flood,  is  the  follow- 
ing infcription : 

Le  devoir  d'un  citoyen : 
Adorez         —    Dieu. 
Refpedez     —     la  Nation. 
Obeir  —     a  la  Loi. 

Paix  avec  furveillance. 
Liberie  fans  licence. 
Egalit^  fans  indecence. 
C'eft  la  veritable  fcience. 
The  poetry  of  thefc  lines  is  certainly  not 
very  admirable :  it  were  much  to  be  wifhed 
however,  for  the  happinefs  of  France,  that 
flbie  could  obtain  what  is  exprefTed  in  the 

fecond  j 
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fccond  ;  as  for  fcience^  ihe  had  no  natttral 
bufinefs  among  tl>em,  and  mud  have  been 
dragged  in  by  her  unruly  relation  indecence. 

When  I  went  into  the  ftreet,  people  were 
hurrying  up  and  down  with  rapid  fteps  and 
anxious  faces ;  groups  were  formed  at  every 
corner  :  one  told  in  general  that  a  courier 
had  arrived  with  very  bad  news  ;  another 
aflerted  that  Verdun  had  been  betrayed  like. 
Longwyj  and  that  the  enemy  were  advance 
ing  ;  others  (hook  their  heads  and  fald,  it 
was  the  traitors  within  Paris,  and  not  the 
declared  enemies  on  the  frontiers  that  were 
to  be  feared. 

In  the  National  Aflembly  M.  Vergniaud, 

« 

with  his  ufual  eloquence,  endeavoured  to 
check  that  alarm  which  had  afFe£led  the 
citizens ;  his  difcourfe  was  evidently  ad- 
drefled  to  the  audience  in  the  galleries.  He 
faid,  **  the  plan  of  the  enemy  was  to  leave 
the  fortified  towns  behind  them,  and  march 
with  all  poflible  fpeed  to  Piiris ;  that  this 

»        would 
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Would  be  their  ruin ;   the  French  army 
would  follow  ;  a  body  of  60,000  men  from 
the  capital  would  meet  them ;    and  that 
they  muft  be  furrounded,  ftarved,  and  cut 
to  pieces:  but  that  to  prevent  any  poffibility 
of  misfortune  to  Paris  itfelf,  the  intrench- 
ments  around  it  mufl  be  completed ;  the  zeal 
of  the  citizens  muft  be  ftimulated :  and  he 
propofed  that  twelve  members  of  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly  fhould  be  fent  daily  to  en- 
courage the  labourers,   not  by    vain   dif- 
courfes,  but  by  their  example ;  that  thofe 
members  fhould   themfelves   take   up  the 
fhovel  and  pick-axe,  and  w.ork  in  the  in- 
trenchments.     This   was   immediately  de- 
creed, and  at  the  fame  time,  that  an  army 
of  60,000  men  fhould  be  formed  as  foon  as 
pofiible,  and  march  to  Chalons,  while  the 
inhabitants,  who  remained  in  the  capital, 
fhould  labour  in  the  intrenchments. 

The  alarm  is  increafed  by  the  circum- 
ftantial    account  which  is  publifhed,  and 

6  carefully 
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carQ^lIj  circulated,  of  the  plan  agraed  upon 

by  the  Emperor  and  King  of  Pruffia,  re* 

fpeQing  the  condud  of  their  troops  during' 
« 
their  march  through  France^  apd  on  their 

arrival  at  Paris. 

According  to  thofe  accounts,  a  great 
number  of  perfons  of  influence  have  given 
aflfiirance  of  their  being  ready  to  join  the 
invading  array ;  but  they  arc  defircd  to  re- 
main  in  their  particular  provinces,  wher^ 
they  will  be  of  moft  fervicc  to  the  caufe, 
and  only  join  the  array  when  they  can  do 
it  with  fafety,  and  bring  the  friends  they 
are  now  feducing  with  them  j  that  detach- 
ments will  be  fent  from  the  advancing  army 
to  facilitate  thofe  jundions  ;  but  that  when 
the  combined  German  troops  fhould  ap- 
proach near  to  Paris,  the  French,  under  the 
Prince  de  Conde,  were  to  be  left  behind  to 
proted  the  convoys,  and  keep  the  provinces 
in  obedience :  while  the  Ge^m^na  blockaded 

Pari«, 
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Paris,  which  would  foon  be  obliged;  "by 
famine,  to  furrender. 

Immediately  after  which,  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitants  were  to  be  condudled  to  the  plains 
of  St.  Denis,  where  the  men  were  to  be 
decimated  and  executed,  with  impartiality, 
on  the  fpot  j  the  moft  diftinguifhed  patriots 
having  been  previoully  feleded,  who  were 
to  be  broken  on  the  wheel :  but  that  the 
women  and  children  were  to  be  fpared, 
except  forty  or  fifty  poiflards,  who  would 
undergo  the  fame  death  with  the  patriots, 
as  a  warning  to  the  fair  fex  not  to  take  any 
part  in  future  revolutions. 

Thefe  pretended  accounts  from  Germany 
are  evidently,  I  know  not  for  what  purpofe, 
fabricated  in  Paris — they  fill  many  people 
however  with  difquietude,  and  increafe  the 
general  alarm. 

^  One  o'clock,  mid-day. 

While  I  was  writing, the  cannon  were  fired, 

and  the  tocfin  founded.  People  ruflied  in  to 

7  inform 
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laformus,"  That  thePruflian  army  had  takeil 
Chalons,  and  was  in  full  march  to  Paris;  that 
their  huflars  and  light  cavalry  fwept  every 
thing  before  them,  and  were  already  within 
ten  leagues  of  the  gates  of  Paris/*  When  we 
ftatcd  the  improbability  of  this,  the  anfwcr 
was,  •*  That  if  there  had  been  the  kali 
dpubt,  the  municipality  would  not  have 
ordered  the  cannon  of  alarm  to  be  fired,  nor 
the  tocfin  to  be  founded.'^ 

'^  What  is  become  of  Luckner's  army  ? 
they  would  not  allow  huflars  to  pafs  them. 
The  news  cannot  be  true  !'^ 

**  Why  then  would  the  cannon  be  fired, 
and  the  tocfin  founded  ?'* 

This  mode  of  arguing  I  heard  on  all 
fides ;  and  as  nobody  could  give  a  good  rea- 
fon  for  the  cannon  being  fired,  and  the  toc- 
fin founded,  it  was  concluded  that  the 
Pruffians  were  within  ten  leagues,  and  every 
frefh  report  of  a 'cannon,  or  toll  of  the 
tocfin,  ferved  to  confirm  theip  in  that  belief. 

Five 
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^ive  in  tiie  afternoon. 

The  moft  ihocking  crimes  are  at  this 
moment  perpetrating  at  the  prifon  of  the 
Abbaye,  hard  by  the  hotel  in  which  I  now 
write ! — a  thing  unequalled  in  the  records  of 

"        •  •      • 

wicked  nefs ! 

_  I 

The  mob — they  call  them   the  people 

here  j  but  they  dcferve  no  name  by  which 

any  thing  which  has  the  leaft  relation  to 

human  nature  can  be  fignified — a  fet   of 

monfters  have  broken  into  the  Abbaye,  and 

are  maifacring  the  prifoners ! 

4 

Nine  at  nigHt. 

They  have  been  at  this  Clocking  work 
during  feveral  hours — the  Abbaye  is  quite 
full  of  prifoners  j  befides  thofe  that  were 
there  before,  great  numbers  have  been  fent 
fince  the  loth  of  Auguft;  many  on  flight 
fufpicions  ;  many  poor  priefts  on  no  parti- 
cular  accufation,  but  merely  becaufe  they 

are  priefts  ;  many  citizens,  as  I  have  been 

> 

VOL,  u  X  aflfured. 


aiTured,  have  beea  arrefted  of  late,  aad  fenc 
tbercj  from  the  private  haf red  and  revectg«  of 

X 

fojpc  of  the  individuals  J  who  at  prefent  be; 
long  to  the  commun^  de  Parist  But  fuppofc 
there  was  th^  grc^ateft  reafon  to  believe  them 
all  guilty,  which  it  is  impoffiWe  that  any 
body  can,  that  would  fprrn  no  apologjr  for 
thia  violation  of  juilice,  humanity,  apd  puhf 
lie  faith !     A  prifon  ought .  to  be  the  moil 
facred  of  all  afylums ;  there  is  more  reafoa 
to  confider  the  violation  of  it  as  impiety» 
and  the  height  of  wicked  nefs,  than  that  of 
the  church  or  altar ;  becaufe  in  prifon  all 
who  are  accufed  of  crimes,  are  detained  till 
their  guilt  or  innocence  can  be  tried ;  they 
are,  during  this  ii^t^rval,  und^r  the  fafegu^d 
of  government,  and  the.  faith  of  the  ftate^ 
Oa  the  prefent  occaGoo;  there  is  more  reafon 
than  ufoal  to  fuppofe  many  iQ^Qfient  per(E>ns 
are  among  the  prifoqers,  becawfe  they  have 
been  arrefi;ed  in  hurry  and  confuli  09,  on 
flight  fwi^iies,  and,  often,  it  is  pr^»ble, 

-    5  froia 
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I 

fttim  private  hatred.  Ytt^  fiiocking  to  think 
of!  they  are  making  an  undiftinguifhecl 
maiTacre  of  all* 

Is  this  the  work  of  a  furious  and  deluded 
mob? 

How  come  the  citizens  of  this  populous 
metropolis  to  remain  paflive  fpedators  of 
fo  dreadful  an  outrage  ? 

Is  it  poffible  that  this  is  the  accompliih* 
ment  of  a  plan  concerted  two  or  three  weeks 
ago?  that  thofe  arbitrary  arrefts  were  or^ 
dered  with  this  view ;  that  falfe  rumours  of 
treafons  and  intended  infurredions  and  maf- 
facres  were  fpread  to  exafperate  the  people  ; 
and  that,  taking  advantage  of  the  rumours 
of  bad  news  from  the  frontiers,  orders  have 
been  ifTued  for  firing  the  cannon  and  foundl- 
ing the  tocfin,  to  increafe  the  alarm^  and 
terrify  the  public  into  acquiefcence  j  while  a 
band  of  chofen  ruffians  were  hired  to  maf* 

(acre  thofe  whom  hatred,,  revenge/ or  fear 

X  a  ^   had 
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had  dedined   to  deftrudion,    but  whom 
law  and  jufticc  could  not  deftroy  I. 

It  is  now  paft  twelve  at  mid-night,  and 
the  bloody  work  ftill  goes  on  !  Almighty 
God! 

September  3. 

The  fame  horrid  fcenes  which  began 
yefterday  afternoon,  are  ftill  continuing  at 
the  Abbaye  ;  are  extended  to  the  Hotel  de 
la  Force,  la  Conciergerie,  le  Chatelet,  to  all 
the  prifons  in  Paris,  aqd  even  the  Bicctre, 
which  is  a  league  out  of  town. 

One  continued  carnage  goes  on  at  them 
all.  The  people  are  told  the  following 
tale : 

*'  That  there  was  a  horrid  plot,  a  com- 
bination between  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
and  certain  traitors  in  Paris,  that  as  fooa 
as  all  the  new  levies  were  completed,  and 
all  the  ngien  intended  for  the  frontiers  had 
inarched  out  of   Paris,  then   thofe   faooe 

traitors, , 
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traitors,  who  have  been  long  concealed  under 
the  malk  of  patriotifm,  were  to  take  the 
command  of  a  large  body  of  men,  how  dif- 
perfed  over  the  capital  and  its  environs,  who 
have  been  long  in  the  pay  of  the  court, 
although  they  alfo  are  concealed ;  that  thofe- 
concea/ed  Icdid^rSy  at  the  head  of  their  concealed 
troops,  were  to  have  thrown  open  the  pri-' 
fons,  and  to  arm  the  prifoners  ;  then  to  go 
to  the  Temjple,  fet  the  Royal  Family  free, 
and  proclaim  the  King;  to  condemn  t® 
death  all  the  patriots  who  remain  in  Paris/ 
and  moft  of  the  wives  and  children  of  thofe 
who  have  marched  out  of  it  againft  the  ene* 
mies  of  their  country/' 

This  is  the  ridiculous  Jale  which  is  cir- 
culated among  the  people,  to  juftify  the 
murders  perpetrating  in  the  prifons,  to  fti- 
mulate  the  populace  to  affift  in  them,  or 

r 

terrify  them  froni  oppofition. 

The  ftrong  impreflion  made  by  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick's  manifefto,  with  the  other 

X  3  caufes 
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I     » 

caufes  of  alarm,  make  the  tale  credited^  aod 
the  mafTacre  tolerated* 

I  was  this  very  day  told,  thit  **  it  is 
natural  for  men  to  feeure  their  wives  and 
children  when  they  are  going  to  be  feparated 
from  them,  and  to  ufe  the  moft  efiedual 
meims  of  preventing  thdr  being  esipofed  to 
the  daggers  of  aflaifiqs.'* 

An 'acquaintance  informed  me,  that  as 
he  pafTed  by  the  Abbaye,  he  had  feen  fooie 
prifoners  killed,  by  being  firft  knocked  oi^ 
the  head,  and  then  thruft  through  with 
pikes ;  and  afterwards,  that  he  faw  feveral 
bodies  dragged  out  and  laid  on  a  waggon. 
We  were  near  the  Abbaye  when  he  gave 
me  this  account ;  and  he  added^  that  if  I 
had  any  inclination,  I  might  go  with  fafety« 
I  entered  with  him  into  the  ftrcet,  and  law 
about  two  hundred  people  (landing  as  ipec* 
tators  before  the  gate  of  the  Abbaye;  but  as 
J  drew  nearer,  I  became  fo  much  afie£ked 
with  fhe  idea  of  wha(  was  traa&£ting,  that  J 

turned 
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ftKAcd  tmx  of  the  ibsety  wit^  many  otiiers 
who  feemtd  equally  filled  with  horror. 

Bift  why  then  is  it  not  refifted  ?  Where 
h  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  ?  Why  is  not  the 
c6mmstider  of  the  national  guards  ordered 
to  ihafch  with  an  armed  fotce  to  the  prifons? 
Why  are  thofe  mprderert  allowed  to  conti- 
nue with  as  little  interruption  from  the 
i^fedfttots^  as  the  legal  eicecutioner  who 
performs  his  office  on  a  criminal  condemned 
in  the  moft  regular  manner  ? 

A  prodigious  daughter  has  alfo  been 
made  of  the  prifoners  confined  in  the  Hotel 
de  la  Force :  one  ^ho  gave  ttc  a  fhock- 
kig  detail  of  this  in  the  ftreet^  adddd^  that 
the  people,  bowerer,  h&d  mixed  juftice  with 
their  vengeance,  for  all  the  prifoners  for 
debt  and  flight  crimes,  had  either  beea  pre- 
vioufly  feparated  from  the  reft,  or  fpared 
by  the  people ;  and  none  but  well^lbiown 
criminals  and  traitors  had  fuflered.     The 

vakt  dt  place^  who  wai  with  n|e,  and  lii^ 

X  4  tened 
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tened  to  our  converfatioD,  here  put  ia  yt* 
word — ^^  Je  vous  Tai  bien  dit,  Monfieur, 
Ic  peuple  eft  jufte  *♦  At  that  inftant  I  fkw 
a  crowd  at  a  diftance ;  I  was  told  that  they 
were  carrying  the  head  of  the  Princefs 
Lamballe  on  a  pike,  and  were  dragging  her 
body  through  the  ftreets^S 
,  I  turned  from  this  very  {hocking  fight, 
and  went  diredly  to  call  on  M.  Fran^ais, 
one  of  the  deputies  of  the  National  Affem- 
bly,  with  whom  I  am  acquainted.  I  found 
him  greatly  concerned  on  account  of  the 
inhuman  and  difgraceful  fcenes  that  were 
ading.  I  told  him  we  had  already  obtain^ 
ed  paiTports  from  the  fedion  des  quatres 
nations;  but  I  underftood  that  ftill  we  were 
in  danger  of  being  ftopt  at  the  barrier.  I 
informed  him  ^fo,  that  I  had  written  to  M. 
le  Brun,  the  minifter,  on  the  fubjed,  but 
wifhed  M.  Frangais  to  fpeak  to  him  for  an 

*  J  told  you,  Sir,  that  th^  people  are  ^ways  juft, 

order, 
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cirder,  which  might  preclude  any  obftade 
*Wie  might  otherwife  meet  with  at  the  barrier 
or  the  towns  through  which  we  were  to 
pafs.  M.  Frangais  promifed  to  ijpeak  to  the 
minifler  accordingly. 

In  the  evening  I  converfed  with  fevcral 
who  were  at  the  Hotel  de  la  Force  when 
Madame  de  Lamballe  was  murdered.  This 

•  r 

unfortunate  lady  was  in  bed  when  flie  was 
fummoned  to  appear  before  a  kind  of  tribu- 
nal within  the  court  of  the  prifon^  which 

they  fay  was  conftituted  by  the  people  to 
try  the  prifoners. 

The  perfon  who  carried  her  the  meflage, 
.  however,  told  her  that  it  was  intended  to 
remove  her  to  the  Abbaye.  She  faid,  fince 
{he  muft  be  kept  in  prifon,  (he  was  as  well 
pleafed  with  that  ihe  was  in,  as  another  ; 
and  being  a  little  indifpofed,  wifhed  to  re- 
main in  bed. 

She  was  then  told  that  flie  muft  get  up 
direftly,  to  appear  before  the  tribunal.     She 

begged 
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bqggfeid  of  thofe  who  brought  thU  feconff 
raeflage,  who  were  two  men  in  the  uniform 
of  the  national  guards,  to  retire  till  ihe  was 
dreifedy  and  fhe  would  attend  them«  They 
did  fo — and  within  a  few  nunutes  fhe  was 
by  them  conduced  bcfote  thofe  pretended 
judges ;  it  is  faid  they  wifhed  to  draw  from 
her  fome  matter  of  accufation  againft  the 
Queen*  In  this  they  were  dtfappointed;  but 
as  there  was  no  pofitiVe  charge  againft  her- 
felf,  ihe  was  ordered  to  be  removed,  as  is 
afferted  by  f6me,  without  any  intention,  on 
the  part  of  thefe  judges,  that  fhe  ihould  be 
murdered  ;  what  is  certain,  is^  that  if  they 
did  not  actually  give  the  (ighal  of  death, 
they  took  no  meafure  td  fave  her ;  for,  as  Ihe 
was  conducted  out  of  the  prifon^  (tagger* 
Ing  with  horror  at  the  fight  Of  tiie  tiaims 
which  had  beeil  &crifi<:ed,  (he  wa^  ftrbck 
on  the  head  by  the  bludgeon  of  orte  aflaiSin, 
iM3d  her  head  feparatefd  from  htt  body  by  the 
iabre  of  another*  The  body  then  was  drag- 
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^jed,  by  fome  of  the  wretches  who  flocked 
around,  into  an  adjoining  court,  where  after 
aferies  of  indignities,  of  a  nature  not  to 
be  related,  it  was  trailed  by  the  mob 
through  the  ftreets.  The  head,  being  fixed 
on  a  pike,  was  carried  to  the  Temple,  for  the 
cxprefs  purpofe  of  fhocking  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily, and  the  Queen  in  particular,  with  a 
fight  fo  dreadfully  agonizing — ^A  new  difti- 
onary  is  needed  to  furniih  words  expreffive 
of  fuch  uaheard*of  wickednefs ! 

But  this  laft  was  a  refinement  which  can- 
not belong  to  the  impetuous  barbarity  6f  a 
mob ;  it  muft  have  been  fuggefted  by  thofe 
who  have  ftudied  cruelty  as  a  fcience,  and 
are  acquainted  with  the  moft  acut;^  fources 
of  anguifh. 

Thofe  who  had  the  guard  of  the  Royal 
Family,  were  at  firfl  afraid  of  violence  being 

intended  againft  them*  The  commiflaries 
from  the  municipality  met  the  multitude, 
harangued  and  tried  every  means  to  prevent 

that 


their  entering  the  court  of  the  Temple—* 
pointing  to  the  national  ribbon  of  three  co- 
lours, which  was .  drawn  acrofs  the  gate ; 
they  faid  it  was  hoped  that  patriots,  fuch 
as  they,  would  r^fpedt  that  patriotic  bar- 
rier. 

They  read  to  them  the  following  infcrip- 
tion,  which  it  bore  : 

Citoyens,  vous  qui  a  une  jufte  vengeailce 
favez  allier  I'amour  de  I'orde,  refpeftez 
cette  barriere.  Elle  eft  neceffaire  a  notre 
furveillance  et  a  notre  refponfabilite  *. 

The  directions  under  which  thofe  wretches 
SL&cd,  did  not  extend  to  the  murder  of  the 
Royal  Family,  otherwife  it  is  not  probable 
they  woild  have  been  reftrained  either  by 
the  patriotic  ribbon,  or  their  love  of  order* 

One  of  them  faid,  that  no  violence  was 
intended  againft  the  prifoners  in  the  Temple, 

*  Citizens,  you  who  to  a  juft  vengeance  join  a  love 
©f  order,  refpeft  this  barrier.  It  is  neceflary  for  our 
juHIficaton. 

but 


but  infifbd  that  a  few  (hould  be  admitted 
into  the  court,  to  make  a  proceffion  with 
the  head  before  their  windows,  that  thofe 
who  had  coufpired  to  betray  the  country, 
might  behold  the  fatal  termination  of  their 
plots. 

The  officers  yielded  to  this  inhuman  pro- 
pofal — two  of  them  even  went  and  adver- 
tifed  the  Royal  Family.  The  head  was  car- 
ried around  the  court,  and  immediately  be- 
fore  the  Queen's  window. 

I  underftand  (he  inftantly  fainted,  and 
that  the  Princcfs  Elizabeth  is  alfo  extremely 
ill 

The  friendfhip  which  fubfifted  between 
her  Majefty  and  the  Princefs  de  Lamballe 
was  well  known  :  this  very  friendfliip  had 
prompted  that  unfortunate  lady,  after  fhe 
herfelf  was  in  fafety,  to  return  to  France, 
;and  to  the  Queen,  whofe  difagreeable  (itua- 
tion  required  the  confolation  of  a  friend's 
company.     This  generous  friendihip  feems 
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to  have  been  the  fole  caufe  of  Mattame  <!«^ 
X/amballe*8  murder ;  for  Madame  de  Tour^ 
TuMty  her  daughter^  and  other  ladks  who 
were  in  the  Hotel  de  la  Force^  were  fpared. 
The  degree  of  rancour  which  thofc  wretches 
difplay  agsdnft  the  Queen,  is  as  violent  as 
it  is  unaccountable.  After  murdering  her 
friend^  merely  becaufe  (he  was  her  friend^ 
they  are  not  fatisfied  with  letting  her  know 
that  the  afflifting  event  had  taken  place, 
but  muft  alfo  wring  her  heart  with  the  mofl^ 
cruel  of  all  fpedaclcs ! 

From  the  Temple,  Madame  de  LamballeV 
head  was  carried  to  the  Palais  Royal,  fo  a» 

to  be  recognized  by  thofe  within.  I  have 
fince  cOnverfed  with  fome  perfons  who 
were  there  at  the  time. 

Although  the  Princefs  Lamballe  was  a 
near  connexion  of  the  proprietor  of  this 
palace,  I  do  not  underftand  that  the  fliock 
which  the  fight  occafioned  endangers  his 
health* 

The 
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The  ntws  of  tbofe  snaiTacreft  having  been 
carried  to  the  Bicetre^  where  there  are  a 
great  nuQiher  of  wretched  people  confined, 
they  prepared  to  make  refiftance ;  and  I 
underftand  that  feveral  pieces  of  cannon 
are  to  be  carried  there  to  make  fure  of 
flaughtering  them  with  fafety  to  the  afiafiins. 
The  accounts  are  fo  various  and  cpntradic* 
tory,  that  nothing  with  regard  to  the  num- 
ber killed,  and  many  other  particulars,  can 
be  depended  upon.  I  ihall  endeavour  to  be 
informed  hereafter  in  many  circumfbmceSt 

of  which  I  have  but  vague  and  uncertain^ 
notions  at  prefent. 

Scenes  have  been  a£ted  fince  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  French  revolution,  particularly 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  thofe  fiill  more 
horrid  now  performing,  which  are  of  a  na- 
ture to  make  the  warmeft  lover  of  liberty 
reflet  very  long,  and  weigh  every  circum- 
ftance,  before  he  engages  in  a  fcheme  of  over- 

fettingoraltering  the  eftablifhed  government 

of 
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of  any  country  where  law  and  order  have  a 
coniiderable,  though  an  imperfe£^^  influence. 

L  This  refleciioni  docs  not  apply  to  thofe 
happy  political  conftitutions  which  include 
within  them  the  )fafe„  regular,  and  legal 
means  of  redr effing  fuch  abufes  and  incon^ 
veniences  as  an  alteration  of  circumftances 
anuft,  produce  in  the  very  beft  fyftem  of  go* 
vernment.  The  great  advantage  of  a  con- 
ilifution,  thus  admirably  contrived,  is,  that 
it  poflefles  fuch  falutary  meails  of  redref?* 
Thofe  remedies,  ho wever,^  are  not  to  be  ap- 
jpiied  wantonly,  or  when  there  is  no  occafion 
foi:  any  remedy — but  if  we  are  told  they 
are  never  to  be  applied  at  all^  then  I  confefs 
I  can  fee  nothing  very  admirable  in  having 
fuch  refources  as  part  of  the  conftitution — 
the  machine  of  government  would  have 
been  more  finiple  by  leaving  them  out. 

/When  the'  means  propofed  is  infurre^my 
the  cafe  is  different  and  independent  of  per- 
fonal  confiderations ;  every  benevolent  man 

will 
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will  deliberate  with  much  attention  before 
he  adopts  meafures  which  involves  the 
happinefs  and  mifery  of  thoufands  of  his 
countrymen. 

In  fuch  an  abominable  fyftem  of  oppref- 
fion  as  the  French  laboured  under  before 
the  revolution,  where  one  large  caft  of  men 
were  exempted  from  taxation ^  and,  without 
being  themfelves  free,  praftifed  various 
methods  of  oppreffing  their  more  enflaved 
fellow-fubjefts — where  another  clafs  pof- 
feffed  a  prodigious  proportion  of  the  whole 
lands  of  the  country,  fo  unfairly  divided 
that,  in  general,  thofe  who  feldom  performed 
any  fundion  of  their  profeflion,  were  re- 
warded  with  an  exorbitant  fhare,  while 
thofe  who  diligently  executed  all  its  duties 
wer^  in  a  (late  of  abjed:  poverty-— where  the 
will  of  one  man  could  control  the  courfe  of 
law,  and  his  mandate  tear  any  citizen  from 
the  arms  of  his  family,  and  throw  him  into 
a  dungeon  for  years,  or  for  life. 

VOL.  I.  Y  In 
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In  a  country  where  fuch  a  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment prevails,  infurredion,  being  the 
fole  means  of  redrefs,  is  not  only  jiftifiable, 
but  it  is  the  duty  of  every  lover  of  man- 
kind and  of  his  country,  as  foon  as  any  occa- 
fion  prefents  itfelf  which  promifes  fuccefs.* 

The  neceffity  of  a  total  change  of  go- 
vetnment  in  France  will  be  acknowledged; 
and  the  revolution  that  was  begun  in  the 
year  .1789,  will  be  approved  of  by  many 
who  will  condemil  the  tranfadtions  of  the 
2och  of  June,  and  the  10th  of  Auguft  laft, 
as  unjufl:  and  inexpedient. 

To  pour  a  mob  into  the  King's  palacCy 
on  purpofe  to  terrify  him  from  exercifing  a 
negative  which  the  conftltution  had  given 
him,  and  left  entirely  to  his  own  difcretion, 
was  afluredly  moft  unjuftifiable ;  and  ta 
flaughter  his  guards,  fufpend  his  authority, 
and  imprifon  him  and  his  whole  family,  be- 
caufe  the  guards  oppolcd  a  fecond  irruption 
©f  the  mob  into  the  palace^  I  fancy  will  hardly 
2  be 


(    3^3    ) 

be  approved  by  any  impartial  man,  or  jufti- 
fied  by  all  the  treachery  which  the  papers 
fouiid  in  his  cabinet  on  the  i  oth  of  Auguft 
will  difcloie.    . 

Louis  XVI.  Was  never  coiifidercd  as  aa 
unprincipled  man,  or  a  man  of  inordinate 
ambition.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  he 
was  fatisfied  with  the  conftitution,  and,  as^ 
he  is  a  man  of  piety,  would  never  have 
thought  of  breaking  his  oaths  by  undet-  * 
mining  it. 

But  thofe  men,  whoever  they  are^  who 
inftigated  the  maflacres,  have  fixed  inde- 
lible  ftains  on  their  country,  and  in  all 
probability  have  involved  it  in  lafting  dif- 
order  and  mifery. 

The  means  they  haVe  employed  to  ftrike 
terror,  to  attiin  powers  and  by  which  they 
exped  to  keep  it,  is  the  populace  j  but  thi$ 
is  an  engine  which  often  turns  againft  thofe 
who  undertake  to  direft  it,  and  which  nei- 
tier  they  nor  any  others  can  always  con- 

Y  2  trouU 
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troul.  As  well  may  they  fay  to  the  ocean  in 
a  floral,  Thus  far  (halt  thou  go,  ami  no  bi^ 
ther.— And  fliould  thefe  bloody  inftig^prs 
go  no  farther,  gracious  Heaven  ?  w.hat 
dreadful  lengths  have  they  not  already  gppe? 
what  advantage  in  poinj:  of  governrnjent  can 
Francfe  expeft,  what  revolution  is  not 
dearly  bought  at  the  expence  of  the  aa- 
tional  jft^in^  of  the  unprecedented  horrors 
of  laft  night,  and  this  infamous  third  of 
September? 

C3iantilly,  Sept  4. 
We  were  Informed  this  morning,  that 
the  barriers  were  ftill  fhut,  and  nobody 
allowed  to  leave  Paris :  however,  having 
received  a  letter  from  M.  Le  Brun,  befides 
the  paflpprts  from  our  feStion,  we  refolved 

.•••  >  4<—       ^..         .■.•♦^-<'.  J  • 

to  attempt  it.  Two  perfons  belonging  to 
oar  feiftlon,  one  of  them  in  the  national 
uniform,  accompanied  us.  We  were  al- 
lowed  to  pafs  without  difficulty,  though  our 

. .  pafTporU 


^affports  were  examined  at  diffefeftt  places 
befote  we  arrived  here. 

Our  intention  was  to  have  proceeded 
this  day  to  Clermont ;  but  being  informed 
that  a  large  body  of  Bretons,  who  are 
marching  to  join  the  armies  on  the  fron- 
tiers,  are  to  pafs  this  night  at  Clermont, 
we  think  It  expedient  to  rfemaitt  Where  we 
are. 

A  party  of  national  guards,  detached  by 
orders  of  the  commune  de  Paris,  have  been 
h6re;  they  oftly  left  Chantilly  this  morning : 
they  carried  with  them,  in  waggons,  a  vaft 
quantity  o^  fttiff  prOper  for  fokJiers  tents 
which  was  at  this  place.  A  party  which 
was  here  fonw  time  ago,  but  fince  the 
loth  of  Auguft,  carried  away  all  the  horfes 
of  every  kind  which  ^mained  in  the  ftables, 
alfo  a  ftatue  of  Louis  XIV.  v^hich  was 
within  the  caftle.  They  alfo  overfet  and 
broke  in  pieces  the  fine  figures  which  orna- 
mented the  front  of  the  magnificent  ftables: 

Y  3  they  * 
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they  treated  in  the  fame  manner  the  equef* 
trian  ftatue  of  Henry  Montmorency,  Coq-! 
liable  of  France  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV. 
The  materials  of  thofe,  being  pxetal,  were 
carried  by  the  fame  party  in.  waggons  to 
Paris.  They  had  the  ^  brutality,  before 
they  fet  out,  to  knock  off  the  head  of 
the  beautiful  pedeftrian  ftatue  of  the  Great 
Conde,  which  ftood  in  the  grand  ftaJir-cafe 
of  the  caftle.  It  is  probable  that  thpfe  pa- 
triots were  not  enough  verfed  in  the  hiftpry 
of  their  country  to  know  that  he  had  at  one 
period  of  his  life  carried  arms  againft  his 
King,  other  wife  their  hatred  of  the  original, 
as  a  Bourbon,  being  qualified  by  their  vencr 
ration  for  him  as  a  rebel,  might  have  faved  the 
head  of  the  ftatue. — ^Had  their  hiftorical 
knoAjledge  extended  a  little  farther  back, 
they  niight  have  had  more  fympathy  for  the 
old  conilable  alfo ;  for  it  is  certain  that  he 
was  fo  very  illiterate  that  he  could  not 
r?ad — Brantome  fays,  that  he  always  figne4 

with 
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with  a  mark;  and  Henry  IV.  ufcd  to  fay, 

0 

*^  Avec  mon  Gonn^table  qui  ne  fait  pas 
Kre,  ^t  mon  Chancdier  qui  ne  fait  pas  le 
latin,  il  n'eft  rien  que  j  e  n'entreprenne  avec 
fiicces.*" 

It  is  impoflible  to  pafs  the  mutilated 
ftatue  of  Conde  without  a  fentiment  of  in- 
dignatioa  againft  men  who  could  manifeft 
their  f age  in  thjs  defpicable  manner  againft 
one  'of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  characters 
their  country  ever  produced. 

The  fuperior  genius  of  Conde  appeared 
in  irregular  flafhes  in  his  early  youth,  fhone 
in  full  luftre  in  the  fields  of  war  during  his 
maturer  years,  and  threw  a  long  beam  of 
milder  light  on  his  old  age.  When  retired 
from  the  buftle  of  the  world,  he  cultivated 
the  converfation  of  men  of  letters,  and,  by 

*  With  my  Conftable  who  cannot  read,  and  my  Chan^ 
cellor  who  does  not  underftand  Latin,  there  is  nothing 
which  I  do  not  undertake  with  fuccefs. 

Y4  his 
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his  own  taftc,  affifted.  hj  that  of  the  ftrft 
a'rtifts,  he  readered  Chantilly  at  once  the 
moft  magnificeat  and  mod  ddight£ul  place 
In  France* 

The  following  verfes  were  infcribed  be* 
neath  the  ftatue  of  Conde : 

Quern  modo  pallebanti  fugkivis  flu£):ibus  amnes, 
Terribilem  bello,  nunc  dofta  otia  princeps 
Pacis  amans,  laetos  dat  hortis  ludere  fontes.^ 

I  faid  to  the  man  who  fliewcd  us  the 
apartments  of  the  caftle,  that  I  had  never 
feen  Chantilly  dans  un  fi  trrfteetat*.  Auffi, 
Monfieiir,  answered  he  with  a  figh,  nVt-il 
jamais  ete  fitriftef. 

Although  an  Englifhman  has  lately  efta- 
blifhed  an  inn  near  this,  we  have  ftoppcd 
and  fliall  fleep  at  the  French  one,  clofe  by 
the  caftle ;  the  people  here  being  moftly 
old  fervants  of  the  Prince,'  melancholy  is 
evidently  marked  on  all  their  faces — on 
hinting  at  the  fad  fcenes  which  have  taken 

*  In  fp  fad  a  ftatc. 

;J-  Neither  was  it  ever  fo  fad. 

place 
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^ace  at  Paris,  they  throw  up  their  eyes, 
ihake  their  heads,  aiid  hold  their  tongues* 
.  Whether  thofe  dreadful  fcenes  are  tb  be 

imputed  to  the  bliad  fury  of  a  multitude 
driven  to  madnefs  by  an  accumulation  oi 
alarming  circumftances,  or  to  a  few  merco 
nary  a&ors  hired  to  ferve  the  vengeful  ot 
ambitious  views  of  fome  inTifible  agents,  I 
<;annot  yet  determine :  it  is  certainly  difii* 
cult  to  im^igine  how  fi-x  or  feven  hundred 
tivoufan4  peopie  fhould  permit  two  or  three 
hundred  aflaffins  to  commit  fuchaias  of  atrd« 
city  before  their  eyes,  Ufilefs  they  approved 
of  what  they  faw — ^Why  did  not  the  Na^ 
tional  AfTembly,  inftead  of  fending  deputa-^ 
tions  of  fix  or  eight  of  their  number,  go  in 
a  body  to  protedk  the  prifoners?— they  never 
can  do  a  more  important  duty,  nor  one,  ia 
which  the  honour  of  their  country  is  more 
concerned.  Thofe  who  refpeSed  the  na- 
tional ribbon,  would  affuredly  have  refpeded 
the  National  Aflembly  j  or  if  the  aflaffins 

had 
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bad  been  otherwife  difpofed,  fmce  they 
were  but  two  or  three  hundred,  the  Aflembly 
would  have  overpowered  them. 

This  proves'  that  the  Aflembly  thought 
that  it  was  not  a  handful  of  ruifEans,  but  a 
hirge  body  of  the  people  who  were  engaged 
in  this  horrid  Wofk : — but  even  in  that  cafe, 
k  may  be  afked,  why  did  they  not  fend  for 
iSi^^^rr/,  the  commander  of  the  national 
guards,  and  order  hini  to  march  with  all  the 
men  under  his  command  to  the  protedion 
ef  the  prifons  ? 

'  I  was  told  this  morning  before  we  left 
Piaris,  that  M.  Roland,  the  minifl:er,  fent 
repeated  meflagestb  Santerre  without  effeft : 
how  he  will  account  for  this  I  know  not. 
As  for  a  great  number  of  the  members  of 
the  Aflembly,  they  were  certainly  under 
the  influence  of  terror :  Briflbt,  one  of  their 
own  body,  had  been  accufed,  and  his  pa- 
pers examined  j  many  might  be  confcious 
*  that,  in  the  fame  circumfl:ances,  they  wpuld 

not 
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mot  have  been  able  to  cl^ar  themfelyes  fo 
Qompletely '  as  he  did,  for  BriflTot  has  long 
been  thought  a  republicaii,  and  I  fancy  on 
gopd  grounds^-r-his  writings  breathed  that 
§)irit  long  befoFe  the  joth  of  Auguft, — » 
Briflbt's  accufer  was  no  lefs  a  man  than 
Roberfpierre;  and  the  crime  of  which  he  wa« 
accufcd  was  that  of  being  bought  by  the 
Duke  of  BrunfwiGk.  The  accufation  was 
fupported  by  mere  aflertion  and  4eclama- 
tion,  which  I  am  told  are  the  ufual  proofs 
in  which  Roberfpierre  deals;  but  he  expelled 
that  Briflbt  would  have  been  aflaflSnated— 
in  which  cafe  proofs  were  fuperfluous. 
Since  a  republican  like  Briflbt  was  expofed 
to  fuch  danger,  it  was  natural  for  others, 
particularly  all  who  voted  on  the  7th  of 
Auguft  in  favour  of  La  Fayette,  to  be  un-** 
der  upprehenfions,  which  probably  pre- 
vented their  exerting  themfelves  with  all 
\ht  vigour  they  wiflied  in  defence  of  the 

prifoners. 


prifonert.  Vfiih  fegafd  to  Ifee'^cltiieiis  of 
Paris,  I  certamly  obferved  nothing  like  a 
difpoftti<5n  in  them  to  d^ftroy  the  prifoners; 
on  the  contrary,  wherever  I  Wettf,  I  found 
peopk  lamehling  their  feter^but  at  the  fame 
»Kfte  sikrmed  tvlth  the  accountS'>froin  the 
frontiers,  whh  the  firing'  of  the  canhdn  and 
foiundrhg  the  tocfin>alid^  above  all,  terrified 
at  ftories  of  confpii'a^iies,  and  at  the  fight  cdf 
the  b^nd  of  .affaffins,  who,,  followed  by  fome 
of  the  loweft  rabble,  went  from  prifon  t<x 


^There  is  the  ftrqngeft  reafoa  to  beHeve, 
tha|^  the  National Aifembly  have-not  deli- 
berated HI  perfefl:  fecnrity  and  freedom 
firnce  the  rofh  of  Ai)gu4l,  and  thM  the  una- 
^imity  which  has  appeared  on  fona©  impo^rt- 
aat  occafioas  imce  is  produced  by  fear 
roLore  than  conviction. 

I  myfelf  am  a  witnefs,  that  the  fame  meh 
who  were  diametrically  oppofite  in  fenti- 
ments  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  Augufi, 

feemed 
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X 

(eemed  of  the  fame  way  of  thinking  for 
fome  time  after  the  i  oth. 

Although  the  Court  certainly  had  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Affembly  with  them  on  my 

4 

firft  arrival,  yet  even  then  the  majority  was 
cxpofed  to  the  rudeft  infults  from  the  people 
for  declaring  their  fentiments.  On  the  8tbV 
when  M.  Vaublanc,  after  a  very  CKpcllcnt 
fpeefch,  propofed  the  previous  queftion  to 
the  decree  of  accufation  againft  M.  La 
Fayette,  he  was  hooted  and  exclaimed 
againft  by  the  audience  in  the  gallery,  and, 
as  has  been  mentioned,  narrowly  efcaped 
afiaflination   when  he  returned  from  the  ' 

Affembly  home. 

However  determined  and  fearlefs  fome 
individuals  among  them  were,  the  gencf 
rality  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  delivered 
or  fpoken  their  fentiments  with  freedom  . 
afterwards,  efpecially  as  their  own  col- 
leagues, who  formed  the  minority,  fcemed 

6  very 
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veiy  wpil  pleafed  when  they  were  thus  ia^ 
fulted. 

It  is  however  worthy  of  being  remarked, 
that  notwithilanding  the  ill  humour  and 
feditious  expreffions    of  a  few  members, 
yet,  on  the  morning  of  the  i  oth,  when  the 
King  and  Royal  Family  came  to  the  Af* 
fembly,  they  were  received  in  a  refpe£tful 
manner;  at  that  time  it  was  not  known 
how  the  conteft  expedted  at  the  Tuileriei 
was  to  terminate ;  and  if,  by  any  extraor- 
dinary accident,  it  had  ended  in  favour  of 
thofe  who  defended  the  palace,  then  the 
refped:  for  the  King  would  have  been  con- 
tinued, .  and  probably  increafed.    What  is 
moft  certain  is,  that  as  foon  as  it  was  known 
that  the  Swifs  fled,  then  all  appearance  of 
refpe£t  for  the  Royal  Family  ceafed,  an4 
the  whole  Aflembly^^^^^  to  rejoice  at  the 
vidory.  • — The   oath   of  egalite   was   no 
fooner  propofed,  than  all  the  members  ftart- 
cd  up  as  if  they  had  been  moved  by  one 

fpring, 
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fpring,  and  took  it. — No  German  regiment, 
however  fe verely  exercifed  by  the  cane,  how- , 
ever  expert  in  military  jerk,  could  have  made  a 
more  inftantaneous  and  uniform  movement. 

The  fufpenfion  of  the  King's  authority 
was  decreed  with  more  deliberation,  but  ! 
equal  unanimity ;  yet  not  till  after  it  was 
known  that  the  Swifs  and  all  the  defenders 
of  the  caftle  were  maflacred  or  fled*  The 
populace,  of  themfelves,  or,  what  is  more 
probable,  by  the  diredion  of  thofe  who, 
without  appearing,  have  directed  the  prin- 
cipal movements  of  the  revolt,  began,  on 
the  nth  of  Auguft,  to  overfet  and  break 
in  pieces  the  ftatues  of  the  Kings  which 
adorned  the  public  places  of  Paris  j  snidtbehy 
but  not  before,  the  National  AlTembly  de- 
creed that  thofe  ftatues  and  every  fymbol  of 
royalty  Ihould  be  deftroyed. 

Every  tranfadion  and  decree  of  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  I  ftrongly  fufpe^t,  has 
been  in  fome  meafure  ipflueiiced  by  that 

general 


\ 
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general  couacil  which  was  eleded  by  the 
fedions  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Auguft 
while  the  tocfin  was  foundings  a  deputation 
from  whichi  immediately  after  the  adion 
pf  the  loth,  appeared  at  the  bar;  declared 
that  they  confidered  themfelves  as  account- 
able to  the  Primary  Aflemblies  of  the 
French  nation  only ;  bullied  the  National 
Aflembly  into  whatever  they  prppofed,  and 
have  by  their  agents  kept  it  under  terror 
ever  fince.  This  council,  of  their  own  au- 
thority, ordered  the  barriers  to  be  fliut, 
ijOTued  mandates  for  arrefting  a  prodi- 
gious number  of  citizens,  and  filled  the 
prifons  with  thofe  vidims  who  begun  to 
be  faprificed  on  the  2d  of  this  month,  and 
of  whom,  how  painful  the  thought!  the 
ilaughter  perhaps  ftill  continues. 

The  popular  Roberfpierre,  who  >vas  a 
member  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  and  it 
is  thought  will  be  one  of  the  very  firft 
eleded  for  the  Convention,  belongs  alfo  to 

this 
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this  general  council  of  the  commune  dc 
Paris. 

As  he  has  been  confidered  as  the  leading 
member  of  the  Jacobin  fociety,  and  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  his  great  popularity,  It  fur-^ 
prifed  many  when  he  offered  to  become  a 
member  of  the  commune  de  Paris,  and  it 
imprefled  an  idea  that  this  body  intended 
to  aflume  the  exercife  of  more  important 
functions  than  ever. 

But  he  was  not  heard  of  on  the  i  oth  of 

V 

Auguft,  nor  did  he  prefent  himfelf  to  this 
Con feil- general  de  commune   till  two  or 
three  days  after — for  although  he  is  a  pa- 
triot of  the  firft  eminence,  and  a  moft  un- 
daunted haranguer  and  difputant  in  popu- 
lar afTemblies,  yet  he  is  thought  rather  to 
be  inclined  to  fliun  fuch    contefts  as  that 
which  was  carried  on  in  the  fquare  of  the 
Caroufel  on  the  loth  of  Auguft. 

~  In  perfon  Roberfpierre  is  certainly  not 
yoL.u  Z  aa 
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an  Ajax,  although  he  is  thought  to  agree 
with  that  hero  ia  one  fentiment, 

Tutius  eft  fiftis  igitur  contendere  verbis, 
Quam  pugnare  manu. 

Few  men  however  can  look  fiercer  than 
Roberfpierre ;  in  countenance  he  has  a  ftrik- 
ing  refemblance  to  a  cat-tiger, 

Marat  is  Ukewife  a  very  adlire  member 
bf  the  general  council  of  the  commutle. — 
This  Marat  is  faid  to  love  carnage  like  a 
vulture,  and  to  delight  in  human  facrifices 
like  Moloch,  God  of  the  Ammonites. 


Amiens,  Sept  5. 
We  left  Chantilly  early  this  morning, 
and  breakfalied  at  Clermont.  The  Bretons 
whom  we  heard  of  were  ftill  at  that  place; 
about  four  thoufand  men  from  the  province 
of  Brittany  have  pafled  through  Clermwit 
within  this  week,  they  march  in  detach- 
ments* 
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tttents.  The  party  we  faw  confifted  of  (>6b^ 
and  are  to  leave  Clermont  to-morrow. — • 
They  are  ftout  young  men,  in  high  fpirits^ 
2ealous  for  the  fervice,  but  without  arms^ 
and  undifciplined.     To  think  of  oppofmg 

r 

thofe  raw  youths  to  the  veteran  troops  of 
Auftria  of  Pruflia^  is  fending  them  to  cer- 
tain daughter -—they  themfdves,  however^ 
have  no  ideas  of  that  nature,  arid  are  only 
impatient  for  their  arms^  and  to  fee  the 
enemy'.  The  gaiety  of  thofe  thoughtlefs 
young  men  made  me  melancholy }  I  could 
tiot  help  confidering  them  as  Vidims  doomed 
to  inevitable  deftrudtion. — Before  we  left 
Clermont^  however^  I  heard  fomething 
which  tended  to  abate  the  intereft  I  took 
in  them* 

Yefterday  d  min  who  fells  fifli  at  Cler- 
mont, had  a  difpute  with  fome  of  the  Bre- 
tons ;  he  was  imprudent  enough  to  provoke 
them  by  abufive  language,  which  included 
the  whole  detachment:  they  threatened  td 

Z  t  puf 
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put  the  man  to  death — for  death  is  the  only 
punifhment  in  the  penal  code  of  a  French 
mob  for  all  fort  of  offences — an  Englifh 
mob  feldom  go  beyond  ducking.  They 
were  proceeding  to  execute  the  fentence 
already  pronounced :  one  of  the  magiftrates 
ftept  in  crying,  **  Arretez,Meflieurs,s'il  vous 
plait — que  diable  on  ne  tue  pas  un  homme 
comme  9a  !*"  He  promifed  that  the  Bretons 
fhould  have  juftice  done  them,  and  they 
confented  that  the  man  who  had  infulted 
them  fhould  be  carried  to  the  town-guard, 

till  the  offence  fhould  be  legally  examined 
and  redreffed.  The  ofHcer  of  the  guard, 
either  through  negligence  or  defign,  allowed 
the  prilbner  to  efcape.  The  Bretons  were  - 
fo  enraged  at  this  that  they  threatened  the 
life  of  the  officer,  who  immediately  ab- 
fconded.  Not  being  able  to  wreak  their 
vengeance    on   him,   they   talked   of   fet- 

*  Stop,  gentlemen,  if  you  pleafe— you  do  not  think 

of  killing  a  man  in  this  manner! 

ting 
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ting  fire  to  the  town,  if  either  the  prifoner 
or  the  officer  of  the  town-guard  was  not 
found  and  punifhed.  Twenty  men  were 
detached  on  horfeback,  by  the  magiftrates, 
all  over  the  country  in  fearch  of  the  fifli- 
monger — he  Was  found  at  ten  leagues  dis- 
tance from  Clermont,  and  brought  back 
prifoner;  his  guard  imagining,  that,  at  the 
utmoftj  he  would  be  obliged  to  pay  a  fmall 
fine,  and  make  an  apology  to  thofe  he  had 
offended  :  a  party  of  the  Bretons  forced  the 
guard  as  they  entered  Clermont,  and  cut 
off  the  head  of  the  prifoner. 

Having  fome  converfation,as  we  pafTed  on 
our  way  to  Paris,  with  a  citizen  of  Clermont, 
and  meeting  the  fame  perfon  flanding  be- 
fore the  inn  this  day,  I  renewed  my  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  and  he  gave  me  the  forego- 
ing account.  Several  other  citizens  flood  by 
while  he  made  the  recapitulation  —  Ceft 
affreux  !  faid  one— C'eft  horrible  !  faid  ano- 
ther— C'eft  fans  contre  dit  un  homrrie  de 

Z  3  moins ! 
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moins !  *  faid  a  third,  taking  a  pinch  of 
fnufF. 

The  whole  tranfaftion^  however,  is  very 
fhocking ! 

How  is  it  to  be  accounted  for  ?  Had  the 
fame  thing  happened  at  Paris,  it  would  have 
l)een  faid,  the  Parifians  have  been  accuf- 
tpmed  to  fcenes  of  blood,  and  are  become 
fanguinary. — But  here  is  a  wanton  murder, 
committed  by  a  fet  of  peafants  who  inhabit 
the  country  at  a  diftance  from  the  wicked- 

nefe  of  large  cities.  Power,  unlimited 
power,  is  fufficient  to  pervert  the  bed  dif? 

pofition — Thefe  peafants  perceive,  that  they 
are  under  little  or  no  controul :  that  the 

«       ■  _        ■  '  '       .  .     * 

inhabitants  of  the  villages,  through  which 
they  pafs,  fear  them,  and  that  they  can 
give  vent  to  their  paffions  with  impunity. 

*  It  is  frightful !  faid  one— It  is  (hocking !  faid  anor 
ther — It  is  undoubtedly  one  man  lefs  in  the  worid^ 
faid  a  third,  &c. 

In 
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In  fliort,  they  are  in  pofleflion  of  power, 
and  therefore,  like  others  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion,  they  indulge  every  increment  of  ca- 
price or  paflion,  which  in  other  circum- 
ftances  they  would  have  fupprefled.     No 
man  who  wifhes  to  continue  virtuous,  would 
accept  of  the  power  of  injuring  his  neigh- 
bours with  impunity,  were  it  offered  him. 
No  government,  which  values  the  general 
happinefs,  will  permit  the  leaft  privilege  of 
this  kind  in  any  of  its  clafles.     The  time 
has  been  in  France,  when  a  Prince  of  the 
Blood,  or  any  man  of  high  rank,  could  have 
run   a   fiflierman   through   the   body  .  for 
abufive  language,  with  as  much  impunity 
as  thofe  Bretons  will  meet  with  for  the 
murder  of  this  poor  man  of  Clermont.    But 
if  power  were  to  continue  in  the  hands  of 
peafants,  things  would  be  worfe  than  everj 
and,  notwithftanding  all  the  injuftice  and 
oppreflion  of  the  old  government,  France 
would  be  a  lofer  by  the  revolution. 

Z  4  Amiens, 
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Amiens,  Sept.  (f. 

We  remained  this  day  at  Amiens :  I 
walked  to  the  cathedral,  which  is  a  build* 
ing  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  equal  in 
'  magnificence  to  any  in  France.  At  a  larg« 
table,  immediately  before  the  pulpit,  feveral 
officers  of  the  municipality  fat,  and  were  em^- 
ployed  in  enrolling  volunteers  for  the  fron^- 
tiers — a  man  went  up.  to  the  pulpit,  and 
read  aloud  a  lift  of  the  names  of  thofe  per- 
fons  who  had  fcnt  patriotic  gifts  for  the 
equipment  of  the  volunteers ;  annexed  to 
the  name  was  the  fum  each  gave.  Notwith- 
ft^nding  all  the  genuine  public  fpirit  that 
prevails  at  prefent  in  France,  this  manner  of 
proclaiming  every  donation,  no  doubt,  is 
neceflary  tq  awake  the  liberality  of  many, 
A  young  man  of  a  very  prepoflefllng  ap- 
pearance afcended  the  pulpit  when  the  other 
came  down.     In  a  diftindt  voice,  and  with 

4 

^  modeft  air,  he  fpoke  to  the  following 
efFe£t-^"  I  am  pne  of  a  company,  ready  to 

march 
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march  againft  the  enemies  of  our  country; 
after  clothing  and  arming  ourfelves  at  our 
own  expence,  we  alfo  offer  a  fmall  pittance 
in  money  towards  defraying  that  of  the 
public ;  all  we  can  afford  is  a  trifle  j  nothing 
but  our  lives,  which  we  devote  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  our  country,  will  be  coxifidered  of 
more  importance. — When  I  fpeak  of  facri-^ 
ficing  our  own  lives,  I  am  inflru£ted  by  my 
companions  to  declare,  that  we  expeiS  to 
be  able  to  facrifice  the  lives  of  thofe  flavec 
who,  without  any  animofity  to  us,  arc 
obliged  by  their  tyrants  to  march  againfl 
France,  becaufe  its  inhabitants  are  refolved 
to  be  free.  Many  of  us  have  parents  and 
relations  who  depend  for  their  maintenance 
on  our  induftry,  we  recommend  them  to  the 
humanity  and  gratitude  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.'* 

He  dcfcended  amidft  the  applaufe  of  the 
audience ;  and,  I  mufl  acknowledge,  that  I 
b4ve  heard  in  other  countries^  as  well  as  in 

France,' 
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France,  many  difcourfcs  from  tlic  pulpk 
iefs  interefting  than  this. 

Amldil    the   dirorders.    and   fa4   events 
which  hare  taken  place  in  this  country 
of  late,  it  is  impoflibk  not  to  admire  the 
generous  fpirit  which  glows  all  over  the 
nation  in  fupport  of  its  independency.   Be- 
-ibre  I  left  Paris,  I  heard  of  a  lady  who  had 
offered  to  the  National  Aflembly,  to  take 
twelve  poor  children,  whofe  parents  diied  in 
defence  of  their  country,  and  to  be  at  the 
whole  expence  of  educating  and  fuppprting 
them  to  the  age  of  fifteen !  I  have  heard  of 
many  fimilar  inftances !   No  country  ever 
difpl^yed  a  nobler  or  more  patriotic  enthu- 
fj^fm  than  p^rv^des  France  at  this  period, 
^nd  which  glows  with   increafing  ardour 
fincethe  publication  of  the  Puke  of  Brunf- 
wick's  manifefto,  and  the  entrance  of  the 
Prufliatis  into  the  country.— None  but  thofe 
whofe  miad3  ^v^  obfcured  by  prejudice,  or 
perverted  by  f^Jfiflinefs,  will  refufe  this  juf- 

.  8  ticc 


(    347    ) 

tice  to  the  general  fpirit  difplayed  by  th< 
French  in  defence  of  their  national  inde* 
pendcnce.  A  deteftation  of  the  excels 
committed  at  Paris,  and  againft  the  favage 
demagogues,  who  facrifice  the  honour  ancf 
tranquillity  of  their  country  to  ambition 
and  revenge,  not  only  is  compatible  with 
an  admiration  of  this  fpirit ;  but  it  is  fuch 
well-formed  minds  alone  as  poffefs  fufficient 
jcandour  and  fenfibility  to  admire  the  one, 
who<:an  have  a  du-e  horror  of  the  other. 

What  have  thofe  citizens,  flocking  from 
every  province  of  this  extenfive  kingdom, 
fpontaneoufly  urfdergoing  all  the  fatigues, 
.and  expofing  themfelves  to  all  the  dangers 
of  war,  in  xiefence  of  their  country;  what 
have  fuch  citizens  in  common  with  afTaflins? 
Or  thofe  others,  whofe  fcx,  or  age,  or  infir^ 
mities  confine  them  at  home,  but  who  lavifh 
their  fortunes  in  the  fame  generous  caufe — 
what  have  they  in  common  with  perfecu-- 
tors,  vile  informers,  and  falfe  accufers  ?  Su*. 

perioc 
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pcrlor  to  political  and  national  prejudices^  a 
generous  Engliflhman  will  difcriminate  with 
candour— he  will  envy  freedom  to  no  na- 
tion; he  will  praife  that  public  fpirit  in  ano- 
ther people  which  warms  his  own  breaft,  and 
which  he  admires  in  his  own  countrymen; 
he  will  not  rejoice  in  the  calamities  of 
France,  and  wifh  fo  many  millions  of  his 
fellow-creatures  to  be  again  forced  under 
the  yoke  of  defpotifm,  merely  becaufe  France 
has  formerly  been  at  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

But  France  may  be  at  war  with  Great 
Britain  again. 

If  that  fhould  happen,  France  will  then 
be  the  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  and  every 
true  Britifli  fubjed:  will  be  the  enemy  of 
France,  and  do  all  in  his  fphere  to  fubdiie 
and  bring  her  to  reafon. 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  fhould  a  band 
of  wicked  men  acquire  undue  influence 
with  the  people  of  France  by  zealous  pre- 

teniions 
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tenfions  to  patriotifm,  or  fhould  the  expell- 
ed National  Aflembly  itfelf,  through  folly, 
ambition,  or  barbarity,  or  by  a  combination 
of  all  the  three,  blaft  the  hopes  of  a  free 
conftitution,  and  ruin  the  happinefs  of  their 
country,  flill  the  caufe  for  which  the  revo-^ 
lution  was  undertaken  remains  the  beft 
in  which  men  can  engage ;  the  folly, 
ambition,  and  barbarity  of  individuals, 
may  confign  their  own  names  to  the  exe- 
oration  of  mankind,  but  cannot  diminifli 
the  intrinfic  value  of  freedom. 

It  is,  however,  when  the  caufe  of  liberty 
is  in  danger  of  being  diftionoured  by  fome 
who  pretend  to  be  its  fupporters,  that  thofe 
who  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  bleffings  it 
confers  will  avow  their  fentiments,  and 
rcfufe  to  join  the  undifcerning  herd,  who 
turn  that  indignation,  which  is  due  to  the 
wretches  who  difgrace  the  caufe  of  freedom, 
againft  freedom  itfelf.  It  is  at  fuch  times 
that  their  avowed  attachment  is  of  moft 

import*^ 
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Importance,  beca;ufe  it  is  then  only  that,  in 
a  free  country,  the  interefted  votaries-  o£ 
power  dare  to  preach  their  flaviih  dodirines. 
There  was  no  need  to  inculcate  the  value 
of  liberty  when  the  tyranny  of  Louis  XIV. 
was  dragooning  his  fubjefls  out  of  their 
country,  or  fhutting  them  up  in  dungeons, 
or  chaining  them  to  oars :  the  example  of 
fuch  utrocious  deeds  rendered  precept  fuper- 
fluous.  But  when  fhocking  crimes  are  per- 
petrated under  the  banners  of  liberty,  by  the 
tools  of  defpotifm,  it  is  then  neceffary  to 
vindicate  the  purity  of  the  one  from  the 
guilt  of  the  other. 

Before  I  left  Paris,  I  heard  a  perfon  who 
was  filled  with  indignation  at  the  recital  of 
the  horrors  then  committing,  cry,  **  D — n 
liberty,  I  abhor  its  very  name!'' — The  in- 
dignation was  juft;  but  furely  it  was  ill 
dircifled. 

If  he  had  been  hearing  a  recital  of  the  cru- 
elties which  have  been  cxercifcd  on  various 

OGca(ion6f 
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cccafions  under  the  pretext  of  zeal  for  th« 
Chriftian  religion,  whofe  eflence  is  mercy 
and  good-will  to  man,  he  might  with  equal 
juftice  and  difcernment  have  faid,  **  D — n 
the  Chriftian  religion,  I  abhor  its  very 
name !" 

No  difpaffionate  man  will  deny  that 
liberty  in  the  abftradt  is  good ;  yet  it  becomes 
a  blefling  in  fociety  only  as  reftrained  by 
juft  laws,  and  combined  with  government: 
men  of  the  beft  charaders,  who  are  equally 
the  friends  of  liberty,  will  diifFer  with  regard 
to  the  mode  of  this  combination. 

From  the  efFefts  it  has  hitherto  produced, 
few  will  admire  that  which  has  exifted  in 
France  fmce  the  i  oth  of  Augufl ;  but  what- 
ever horror  we  may  feel  at  the  crimes  of 
ambitious,  unprincipled  individuals,  the  can- 
did will  approve  of  the  national  fpirit  of  the 
people  in  defence  of  their  national  indepen- 
dency; and  the  benevolent  will  wifli  that  it 

may 
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may  be  rewarded  witK  the  blefling  of  a  free 
and  well-regulated  government. 

With  refpedt  to  thofe  with  whom  fen- 
timents  of  general  benevolence  have  little 
efFedt,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  remind  them, 
that  the  profperity  of  England,  is  a  com- 
mercial country,  fuffers  by  the  mifery  of 

France* 


Flexcourt,  Sept.  j. 

We  intended  to  have  left  Amiens  early 
this  morning,  and  ordered  poft  horfes  ac- 
cordingly — the  poftmafter  detained  us  by 
pretending  he  had  no  poftillion :  we  after- 
wards found  that  he  had  furnifhed  horfes 
and  poftillions  to   others,   and  detained  us 
under  frivolous  and   falfe  pretexts.     The 
only  reafon  I  could  imagine  for  this  prefe- 
rence was,  that  inftead  of  going  to  the  poft- 
houfe  we  had  driven  to  another  inn.     Un- 
derftanding  that  there  were  two  commif- 

faries 
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faries  from  the  National  AfTembly  at  Amiens, 
Wc  made  a  complaint  to  them  of  the  j)oft- 
matter: — they  diredtly  ordered  a  corporal 
and  four  of  the  national  guards  to  bring  the 
poftmafter  before  them.  They  told  him 
it  was  his  duty  tp  have  poftillions  ready  for 
the  ufe  of  travellers :  they  accufed  him  of 
ferving  others  who  Came  after  we  had  or* 
dercd  horfes,  and  faid,  it  was  his  duty  to 
be  impartial }  but  if  favour  was  to  be  Ihewn 
it  ought  to  be  to  ftrangersj  and  particularly 
to  the  Englifhj  a  people  for  whom  they 
had  a  great  efteem,  and  whom  they  confi-'- 
dered  as  their  friends.  Without  liftening  to 
the  man's  explanations,  they  threatened  to 
fend  him  to  prifon  if  he  did  not  provide  u^ 
%vith  horfes  and  poftillions  directly.  Aftet 
abufing  and  threatening  the  man  ^  great 
deal,  one  of  the  commiffionefs  laid,  Eh, 
bien  1  ami,  you  will  provide  the  gentlemen 

with  what  they  want,  will  you  not  ?  The 

poftmafter  faid  he  would  do  his  beft ;  on 

TOL.  I.  A  a  which. 
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Mrhich,  by  au  inftantaneous  tranfition  ftom 
every  appearance  of  anger,  afluming  a  con- 
ciliatory countenance  and  accent,  he  filled  a 
tumbler  full  of  Burgundy  to  the  poftmafter, 

and  defired  him  to  drink  a  la  nation,  and 

»        __ 

difmifled  him. — ^We  had  the  poftillions  and 
horfes.afew  minutes  after. 

I  wenjt  laft  nigbt  to  the  playhoufe  at 
Amiens. — The  houfe  is :  commodious,  the 
play  was  well  a£ted,  and  the  audience  nu- 
Hierous ;  they  feemed  highly  plpafed  with 
their  entertainment. — I  am  aftoniflied  at 
ihe  mirth  and  gaiety  which  the  French  dif- 
play  at  all  public  places,  in  the  prefent  ftatc 
of  the  country :  had  I  come  into  Amiens 
without  any  previous  knowledge  of  the 
.circumftances  in  which  France  at  prefent 
is,  I  fhould  not  have  had  the  leaft  fufpi- 
cion,  from  the  appearance  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  ftreet,  and  ftill  lefs  at  pubKc  places, 
that  they  were  threatened  with  any  danger 
or  calamity. 

A  little 
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A  little  before  we  left  Amiens,  acc6ant& 
were  received  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  vil- 
lage within  a  few  leagues  of  that  town  were 
in  a  ftate  of  infurreflion. — ^Three  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  national  guards,  and  two 

« 

hundred  dragoons,  were  ordered  by  the 
commiffioners  to  march  againft  the  villagers, 
who  it  was  underftood  were  prepared  for 
rcfiftance.  The  troops  were  drawn  up  and 
ready  to  march  when  we  left  Amiens.  I 
had  fome  converfation  with  one  of  the  oflS- 
cers :  I  remarked,  that  they  were  going  on  a 
difagreeable  fervice — ^he  anfwered,  that  its 
being  difagreeable  did  not  proceed  from  the 
danger,  becaufe  he  was  convinced  the  pea- 
fants  would  fubmit  as  foon  as  the  troops 
.  appeared — ^but  he  was  fure  that  it  would 
be  more  agreeable  to  the  whole  party  to  be 
fent  againft  the  Pruflians. 

It  was  fo  late  in  the  afternoon  before  wc 
left  Amiens,  that  we.fhall  pafs  the  night  at 
this  place :  we  were  a  good  deal  retarded 

A  a  2  on 
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on  the  road  by  a  coach  with  four  horfes^ 
which  we  overtook,,  but  were  not  allowed 
to  pafs.  By  the  ordinance  refpefting  poll- 
ing, cabriolets  or  chaifes  with  three  horfes 
each,  cannot  pafs  a  coach  with  four :  thi» 
appears  an  abfurd  regulation  ;  on  my  fpeak- 
ing  of  it  at  the  inn  here,  the  landlord  faid, 
that  it  was  ordained  under  a  fevere  penalty, 
and  therefore  ftridly  adhered  to,  unlefs 
thofe  in  the  coach  defired  it  to  be  difpenfed 
with.  On  this  a  genteel-looking  elderly 
man  came  up,  and  afllired  me  that  he  did 
hot  know  of  our  being  retarded  by  his 
carriage,  otherwife  he  fhould  certainly  have 
defired  his  poftillion  to  let  us  pafs. 

This  gentleman  remains  all  night  at 
Flexcourt  alfoj  I  had  fome  converfation 
with  him  apart — he  fpoke  with  great  horror 
of  what  lately  happened  at  Paris — and  ex- 
prefled  furprife  that  llrangers,  efpecially 
Englifhmen,  could  bear  to  be  in  France  at 
prefent.     Yours  is  a  happy  country,  added 

he ; 
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he ;  you  enjoy  freedom  without  anarchy. 
I  faid,  that  I  hoped  that  his  country  would 
attain  the  fame  bleffing,  and  that  the  trou- 
bles of  France  were  near  an  end.  There  i& 
more  reafon  to  fear,  refumed  he  with  ear- 

neftnefs,  that  they  are  but  beginning. — The 
people  are  mifled;  they  have  been  taught 
dangerous  maxims,  which  it  will  be  very 
difficult  to  induce  them  to  relinquifh. — 
Every  thing  is  pufhed  to  excefs,  fo  that 
the  remedy  of  certain  evils  has  become 
worfe  than  the  evil  itfelf.  The  people  of 
France  were  tyrannized  over,  to  remedy 
which  they  are  now  made  tyrants.  I  my-» 
felf,  continued  he,  heard  fome  members  of 
the  National  Affembly  reafon  with  a  fet  of  the 
populace,  to  perfuade  them  not  to  perfift  in 
an  outrage  againft  which  there  was  a  decree 
of  the  Aflembly,  and  to  prove  to  them  that 
they  ought  to  obey  the  didlates  of  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  the  nation.  What  do  you 
think  was  the  anfwer  of  one  of  the  crowd 

A  a  3  to 
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to  this  remonftrance  ?  **  The  National  Af*- 
fembly  ought  rather  to  obey  our  didates, 
fince  they  arc  only  the  reprefentattves  of  the 
people,  whereas  we  are  the  people  ourfelves." 
This  fhcws,  added'  the  gentleman,  in  what 
a  dreadful  ftate  we  are : — a  fet  df  villainB 
miflead  the  people,  and,  by  the  means  of  the 
people,  domineer  over  the  National  Aflem- 
bly ;  this  will  be  the  ruin  of  France,  con- 
tinued he,  and  not  the  army  of  Bruhfwick. 
I  mentioned  the  Bretons  and  other  troops 
I  had  feen  going  to  reinforce  their  afmy,  and 
hinted  that  their  Want  of  difcipline  would 
give  the  enemy  a  great  advantage  over 
them.  "  Many  of  my  countrymen  will  be 
deftroyed  undoubtedly,"  anfwered  he,  "  but 
others  will  prefs  on  in  their  place ;  courage 
and  impetuofity  will  overpower  difcipline, 
and,  believe  me,  France  has  nothing  to  fear 
from  foreign  enemies,  but  every  thing  from 
internal  difcord  and  villany.  This  idea  I 
find  univerfal   among   the   French :  thofe 

who 
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Who  approve  of  the  revolution,  exped  that 
l^'rance  will  foon  enjoy  more  power  and  pro- 
fperity  than  ever  ;  thofe  who  difapprove  of 
'  it,  lament  the  diforder  under  which  their 
country  fufFers,  but  Hill  think  the  foreign 
armies  will  be  baffled.'* 


Abbeville,  Sept.  8. 

I  was  informed  by  the  latidlord  of  the 
inn  at  Flexcourt,  that  the  gentleman  with 
whom  I  converfed  laft  night  had  fet  out  very 
early  this  morning.  The  bufinefs  of  this 
inn  is  carried  on  by  the  landlady  and  her  two 
daughters,  the  landlord  being  a  goffiping 
fat  man,  who  does  nothing ;  and  is  harmlefs 
in  all  refpedts,  except  that  he  is  eternally  in 
the  way,  and  teafes  the  guefts  a  good  deal 
with  his  converfation. 

r 

After  he  had  told  me  that  the  gentleman 
was  gone,  that  he  lived  at  fome  leagues  dif- 
tance,  that  he  had  known  him  long,  and  that 
he  was  a  very  good  kind  of  man,  he  drew 

A  a  4  mc 
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mc  a  little  afide,  and  added,  *•  C*eft  uij 
fier  ariftocrate;  mais  je  me  fuis  fait  ixn 
principe  de  ne  le  dire  a  qui  que  ce  foit  au 
nionde,  parceque  cela  pou-voit  lui  occafibner 
quelque  malheur — et  vraimentc'eft  un  dignc 
hcmme,  et  mon  ami  de  tout  temps* .'^  I  was 
going  away,  but  he  held  me  a  little  by  the 
fleeve,  and  added,  ^*  Surtout,  n'en  dites  rien 
a  ma  femme,  parce  qu'elle  eft  une  demo^ 
crate  enragee,  et  qu'il  lui  eft  impoflible  de 

garder  un  feqrett/' 

No,  no,  faid  h 

^^  Oh  jamais !"  continued  the  landlord, 
•^  fi  elle  le  f^avoit  une  fois,  elle  ne  pourroit 
s'empecher  de  le  dire  au  premier  pafTantJ/' 

V 

♦  He  is  a  great  ariftocrate ;  but  I  make  it  a  rule 
never  to  mention  this  to  any  body,  as  it  might  bring 
him  to  trouble,  for  he  is  a  T^orthy  man,  and  has  always 
been  a  good  friend  to  me, 

f  Above  all,  fay  nothing  of  this  to  my  wife,  becaufe 
{he  is  a  violent  democrate,  and,  befides,  never  could 
keep  a  fecret. 

:{:  J^ever— If  ihe  knew  it,  flic  would  tell  it  to  the  firft 
ftranger  who  arrives. 

On 
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On  arriving  at  the  gates  of  this  town,  wc 
were  concluded  to  the  town-houfe  by  one 
of  the  national  guards.  Some  of  the  ma- 
^ftrates  were  there,  who,  having  examined 
our  paflports,  behaved  with  great  civility, 
and  afked  many  queftions  regarding  the 
ftate  of  affairs  at  Paris.  The  eledlion  for 
the  Conventional  Aflcmbly  is  carrying  dn 

at  prefent  in  this  town.  A  great  many  of 
the  electors  live  at  the  inn  in  which  we  are: 

of  thirteen  members  to  be  chofen  here,  fix 
are  already  eleded.  One  of  the  eledors 
told  me,  that  they  once  had  thoughts  of 
elefking  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  as  one  of  the 
deputies  of  this  department ;  but  they  had 
dropped  that  idea  on  hearing  that  he  was 
already  elefted  for  the  departments  of  the 
Pas  de  Calais,  and  that  of  TOife. 

Abbeville,^  Sept.  9* 

As  the  eledions  are  carrying  on,  we  re- 
main here.  I  went  yefterday  and  to-  day  to 
the  church,  where  the  ele(3:iQn  is  made  by 

ballot* 
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tallot.  One  deputy  was  chofeh  yeftetdajr, 
iind  another  this  morning  very  early.  One 
of  the  electors,  who  accompanied  me  froth 
the  inn,  told  me,  that  a  confiderable  nuni^ 
ber  had  loft  their  votes  by  coming  too  late, 
by  which  means  a  man  who  was  par  Hat 
un  cultivateur  was  eleded  that  very  day. 
This  profeflion  of  a  farmer  is  becoming 
more  refpedable  every  day  in  France;  and 
if  they  ever  fhould  enjoy  a  well-cftablilKed 
free  government,  the  nation  will  be  full  of 
yeomanry.  I  alked  of  my  informer  what 
kind  of  man  this  cultivateur  was  ?  He  an- 
fwered,  that  he  was  a  very  worthy  man, 
with  plain  found  fenfe,  although  his  under- 
ftanding  had  not  been  fo  much  enlightened 
by  learning  as  that  of  his  opponent,  who 
w^as  a  lawyer  :  but,  added  he,  "  Pent  etre  il 
n'y  a  rien  a  regreter,  car  Tintegrite  vaut 
bien  la  litterature  pour  un  legiflateur  *.'* 


# 


Perhaps  there  is  no  reafoil  to  be  ferry  for  this, 
becaufc  integrity  is  full  as  valuable  aa  learning  in  t 

Legiflator, 

This 
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This  toWn  makes  rather  a  gayer  appear- 
ance than  ufual :  the  eledion  of  deputies 
for  the  Conventional  Aflemblyhas  attraded 
a  great  number  of  ftrangers.     I  hardly  rc- 
meMber  to  have  feen  the  ftreets  of  any  pro- 
vincial town  of  France  fo  much  crowded, 
except  on  fome  feftival  day,   as  thofe  of 
Abbeville  are  at  prefent;  nor  did  I  ever  fee 
the  lower  orders  in  any  town  feem  more  at 
their  eafe,  or  in  general  better  drefled.    Ab- 
beville is  a  manufadluring  town,  and  moflt 
of  the  tradefmen  are  able  to  purchafe  the 
national  guard  uniform  :  the  country  people 
who  frequent  the  markets  here,  feem  re- 
markably clean   and  healthy.     I  do  not 
know  how  it  happens,  but  the  female  part 
of  the  French  peafantry  drefs  not  only  with 
neatnefs,  but  a  kind  of  elegance ;  while  the 
drefs  of  the  males  is  the  moft  formal,  clumfy, 
unbecoming  thing  in  the  world:  — that  wo*- 
men  fhould  drefs  with  more  tafte  and  fancy 
than  men,  is  natural  j  but  why  thi^  fhould  ap- 
pear 
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pear  in  a  greater  degree  among  one  clafs  of 
one  particular  nation,  than  in  others,  I  know 
no  reafon.  THis  is  evidently  not  the  cafe 
in  England. 

What  will  difturb  the  gaiety  of  this  town, 
and  fill  the  breads  of  many  with  fear  and 
inquietude,  is  the  departure  of  five  hundred 
of  the  inhabitants  for  Chalons,  which  is  to 
happen  to-morrow  :  thefe  form  a  band  of 
fine-looking  young  men,  all  well  clothed 
^nd  well  armed  ;  they  have  been  embodied 
for  fome  time,  and  feem  expert  at  the  ufual 

« 

manoeuvres  of  military  exercife  ; — but  the 
chief  quality,  and  that  which  muft  be  moft 
depended  on  in  thofe  who  are  marching 
from  every  part  of  France  againft  the  fo- 
reign enemy,  is  that  adive  enthufiaftic  ar- 
dour with  which  they  are  all  inflamed. 

As  I  was  walking  with  my  fon  this  day 
on  the  ramparts,  we  overtook  a  perfon, 
with  whom  I  entered  into  converfation. 
He  informed  me  that  he  was  a  protefltant; 

that 


ed  at  fome  leagues  diflance  from 
\  was  now  here  in  the  qiiality 
^  fpoke  to  him  of  the  urii- 
Dervaded  the  country, 
J  from  all  corners  to 
.e,  which,  I, added,  left 
^x  the  enemies  being  ultimately 
-a. 
••  If  the  Almighty  (replied  he)  takes  the 
part  of  France,  the  enemy  will  undoubtedly 
be  repulfed  with  lofs  and  difgrace ;  but  if  he 
is  otherwife  inclined,  the  number  and  bra- 
very of  our  armies  will  be  of  little  avail.    It 
is  not,"  continued  he,  **  the  Pruffians,  or 
Auftrians,    or  Ruffians— no — nor  all  the 
combined  powers  of  Europe  that  we  have  to 
fear,  but  the  difpleafure  of  God,  on  account 
of  pur  negle£t  of  religious  duties:*' — He 
added,  with  a  figh,  ^'  that  this  negled  had 
arrived  at  a  moft  alarming  height  in  France 
of  Jatc."     There  was  no  denying  the  firft 
claufe  of  his  obfervation,  and  I  had  no  in« 
6  clination 
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icliaation  to  difpute  the  fecond  ;  however,  I 
laid,  that  it  afforded  me  pleafure  to  find  that 
the  protcftants  were  fo  much  better  treated 
now  than  formerly.—**  It  i§  fortunate  for  us 
prpteftants  (he  replied)  that  we  are  not  per- 
fecutod  as  we  were  in  former  times  j^  but 
it  is  unfortunate  for  all  France,  that,  along 
with  the  fpirit  of  perfecution,  that  of  re- 
ligion daily  diminifhcs." 

I  obferved  that,  as  nothing  could  be  more 
opppfite  to  true  religion  than  a  fpirit  of 
perfecution,  the  former,  it  was  to  be  hoped, 
would  return  without  the  latter ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  proteftants  were  happy  in 
not  only  being  tolerated  in  the  e^cercife  of 
their  religion,  but  alfo  on  being  rendered 
capable  of  enjoying  every  privilege  and 
advantage  which  the  catholics  themfelves 
enjojr. 

"  We  are  not  allowed  thofe  advantages 
(refumed  he)  from  any  regard  they  bear  to 

our 


(    36?    ) 

eur  religion,  but  from  a  total  Indlfierenec: 
for  their  own.'* 

Whatever  the  caufe  may  be,  faid  I,  the 

cfFe£t  is  the  fame  with  regard  to  you. 

'.1 

No,  replied  he,  the  efFe<3:  might  be  better, 
aot  only  with  refpeft  to  us,  but  to  all  France, 
for  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  might  have  dif- 
appeared  without  an  indifference  for  all  re- 
ligion coming  in  its  place  ;  and  in  that  cafe 
there  would  have  been  more  probability  of 
the  true  religion  gaining  ground ;  for  it  is 
cafier  to  draw  men  from  an  erroneous.  doc-» 
trine  to  a  true  one,  than  to  imprefs  the 
truths  of  religion  on  minds  which  defpife  all 

religion  whatever. 

But  although  you  may  not  be  able  td 
make  -them  converts,  I  replied,  ftill  you 
may  live  happy  among  them,  in  the  quiet 
poffeffion  of  your  own  religion,  and  all  your 
other  advantages. 

I  doubt  it  much,  refumed  he ;  being  per- 
fuaded  that,  in  a  country  where  religious 

fentimentj 
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fentiments  are  effaced  from  the  minds  of  tde 
bulk  of  the  people,  crimes  of  the  deepeft 
guilt  will  prevail  in  fpite  of  all  the  reltraints 
of  law. 

It  is  a  pretty  general  opinion,  and  had 
been  much  infifted  on,  and  varioufly  illuf- 
trated  by  the  philofopher^  of  this  century, ' 
that  religious  zeal  iniligates  men  to  more 
exorbitant  ads  of  cruelty  and  injuftice  than 
any  other  motive. 

I  was  reflefting  on  this,  after  parting 
with  my  proteftant  acquaintance,  when,  by 

accounts  from  Paris,  I  learned,  that,  on  the 

* 

very  morning  of  the  day  on  which  we  left 
that  city,  above  two  hundred  priefts  who 
refufed  to  take  the  oaths  (pretres  refractaires), 
and  were  confined  in  the  convent  of  the 
Carmes — it  is  fhocking  to  relate — ^but  I  am 
aflured  that  there  was  confiderably  above 
two  hundred  of  thofe  poor  men  inhumanely 
maflacred  within  the  walls  of  that  convent. 
M,  Sicard,  the  celebrated  inftrudor  of  the 

deaf 
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dc^f jLod  dumb,  was  the  onlyperfpni  fevetj, 
and  he,  by  the  adiive  and  iatrepid  efforts  q£ 
AM.MonnQt. 

Nobody  will  pretend  that  thefe  horrid 

maflfacres   proceeded  from   religious  .zeal : 

4hofe  poor  priefts  were  the  minifters  of  the 

J^roe  religion  with  their  affaffins.     What 

can  the  records  of  religious   perfecutions 

prefent  more  atrocious?    Othex  motives, 

then,  can  inftigate  men  to   as  exorbitant 

^aQ;s  of  cruelty  and  injuftice,  as  a  miftaken 

zeal  for  religion  ever  did. 

A  mob  of  fanatics  may  be  inftigated  to 
murder  thofe  whom  they  believe  to  be  the 
enemies  of  God  and  of  religion,  but  will 
refufe  to  aflafGnate  their  fellow-creatures  in 
any  other  caufe.  A  mob,  devoid  of  reli- 
gious  impreffions,  may  be  inftigated  to 
murder,  in  any  caufe  where  their  intereft  is 
.  concerned,  when  they  think  they  can  do  it 
with  fafety  j  and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that 
if  religious  fentiments  had  kept  any  hold  of 

VOL.  I.  B  b  the 
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the  ihinds  of  the  direiEtors  or  executers  cjf 
the  late  maffacres  at  Paris,  they  never 
would   have  been  either  the  one  or  th^ 

other. 

In  the  prefent  tiiiles,  therefore,  when  all 
idea  of  perfecuting  men  on  account  of  a  dif- 
ference of  religion  is  baniftied  from  Europd, 
I  am  perftiadcd  that  promoting  a  fenfe  of 
religion  in  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large, 
would  be  lefs  liable  than  ever  to  be  per- 

m 

verted  into  wicked  purpofes,  and,  of  courfe, 
more  beneficial  to  general  focietj* 

•  *        •  • 

Boulogne,  Sept.  lo* 

This'  molhirig,  a  liitle  before  tre  quitted 
Abbeville,  a  very  firlgular  iftcidefit  Occurred 
in  the  church  where  the  deputies  were 
eleftcd.  A  lady  of  that  town  had,  fome 
time  fince,  feiit  a  liberal  patriotic  g!ft  to 
the  National  Affembly;  ihe  was  mueh 
praifed  for  this  a^,  v^hich  made  a  great 
impreflion  on  one  elector  in  particular. 
What  this  gentleman  moft  admired  in  hu- 
7  man 
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man  natiirci  was  the  art  of  compofing  vcrfes, 
and  the  quality  of  generofity ;  he  had  a, 
higher  reliOi  for  the  firft  in  himfelf  than  in 
others,  whereas  the  fecond  di^lighted  bitt) 
more  in  others  than  in  himfelf* 

He  compofed  a  poem  in  praife  of  tHc 
lady  above-mentioned,  wherein  he  cnun^e- 
rated  all  her  virtues,  and  infifled  particularly 
on  that  of  which  fhe  had  given  a  recent 
proof.  He, carried  this  compofition  to  the 
church  during  the  eleftion,  and  was  read- 
ing it  to  a  circle  of  the  eledldrs,  when  one, 
who  did  not  hear  diftinftly,  called  '•  a  la 
tribune,"  The  poet  inftantljr  afcefnded  the; 
pylpit,  and  read  his  yerfes  with  aftoniihing 
emphafia.  They  pleafed  in  fuch  a  manne? 
that  the  whole  audience  fell  into  repeated 
fits  of  laughter,  and  the  poet  was  delighted 
with  the  fuccefs  of  his  verfes.  At  laft  feme 
one,,  who  thought  that  fuch  a  happy  compo^ 
(ition  fliould  be  enjoyed  in  allfhapes,  ex- 
claimed, "  Chantcz  les ! "   which  rcqueft 

V  B  b  a  being 


being  repeated  by  others,  the  auth&r,  afiswr 
a  few  pi'eparatory  hems^  adapted  the  vtefes 
to  a  tunc  of  his  own  immediate  recoUedioa. 
rl  call  hardly  imagine  that  any  of  his  cotm* 
tryraen,  on  the  frontiers,  will  fhew  more  in- 

'  tf epidity  than  this  man  difplayed  on  this 

■i 

occafion. 

The  ftate  prifoners,  who  have  been  fo 
long  confined  at  Orleans,  were  ordered  to 
be  condiidted  to  Paris ;  but  on  the  dreadful 
diforders  which  happened  in  that  city,  it 
was  thought  improper  to  carry  them  thither, 
and  the  Aflfembly  ordered  that,  infl^ad  of 
Paris,  they  fhould  be  taken  to  Saumun 
The  guards  who  had  been  feftt  to  perforto 
this  duty,  perfifted  in  executing  the  firft  or- 
der, even  after  they  had  received  the  fecond : 
this  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  the  friends  of 
the  prifoners ;  and,  on  its,  being  mentioned 
in  the  AffemW;^,  a  third  order  was  ifiued  to 
carry  the  prifoners  to  Saumun  The  guards, 
we  are  mformed,  obeyed  the  orders  of  the 

2  AfTembly, 
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Affettkhlfj  by  "apt  taking  them  to  Paris,  but 
difobeyed  them  ia  refufing  to  condud  thcfe 
prifohera  to  Saiimur;  and,  inflead  of  either, 
are  ajftiially  carrying  them  to  Verfailles, 

'What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?  thpfq  troops 
i;rouM  not  difpbey  the  Aflembly  of  them- 
felves— ^They  muft  be  a^ing  under  the  in- 
fluence of  fome  man,  or  body  of  men,  who 
do  9ot  appean 

Yet  while  Paris  is  fo  little  undjer  govera- 
ment,  that  it  is  thought  unfafe  to  carry  pri- 
foners  to  it,  ftill  I  hear  of  no  private  aflaffi* 
nations,  no  ftreet  robberies — all  tl^e  villa- 
xues  of  thi9  people  feem  to  be  committed 
imder  fome  prejtext  of  a  public  qt  patriotic 
nature* 

Although  the  people  in  general,  both 
thcfe  of  Paris  and  thoie  I  have  converfed 

with  fince  we  left  it,  lament  the  manner  in 
which  the  prifoners  were  put  to  death ;  yet 

many  believe  that  they  deferved  to  die,  and 

that  they  would  have  been  equally  executed 

Bb3  had 
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hid  the  forms  of  kw,  and  rules  of  jiiftice, 
been  previoully  ufed. 

If  this  could  be  proved,  which  certainly 
It  cannot,  it  would  form  no  {Palliation  of 
the  criminality  of  the  authors  of  the  maf- 
facres.  He  that,  from  private  hatred  or 
mere  wantonnefs,  ftabs  a  murderer,  who  is 
in  the  hands  of  juftice,  and  about  to  be  tried 
for  his  life,  commits  a  murder;  and  the 
xnan  who  is  guilty  of  fuch  a  violation  of 
law,  would  oiFer  in  vain  to  prove  the  guih 
of  the  perfon  he  had  ftabbed  ;  it  \\^ouId 
xibt  be  allowed  in  his  defence. 

Very  great  pains  have  been  taken,  how- 
ler, to  urge  this  notion  of  the  guilt  of  the 
prifoners  as  a  vindicatiqii  of  the  affafiins ; 
aftd  alfo,  that  the  aflaflins  were  no  other 
than  a  promifcuous  crowd  of  the  citizens  of 
pans* 

f 

This  idea  is  propagated  in  all  the  journak 

printed  at  Paris.     If  the  editors  bf  thofe 

'journals  w^re  fo  inclined,  they  dttrft  not 
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pablifli  a  contrary  account  of  the  matter ; 
for  if  thofe  maflacres  were  not  committed 
by  a  furious  multitude,  which  the  eyes  of 
government  cannot  difcriminate,  nor  the 
hands  fei:;e~»by  whom  were  they  com- 
mitted? This  is  a  queftion  which.  Lam 
affured,  it  would  be  much  more  eafy  than 
it  would  be  fafe  to  anfwer. 

But  what  may  lead  to  confequences  of 
the  moil  extenfxve  mifchief^  and  is  as  dif* 
gufting.  as  the  xpaflacres  themfelves,  is  to 
fee  them  juftified  in  public  journals,  where 
they  hav^  bpep  fpokpn  of  as  a  terriUle  but 
necejfary  example  of  the  jviftice  of  the  people, 
"  Men  of  cold  phlegmatic  cl^ara^ers,"  fay 
thofe  gazetteers,  **  aflert  that  the  fword  of 
law  ooly  has  a  right  to  ftrike  at  the  neck 
of  criminals,— rTiiie,"  addjhey,  "  if  w? 
were  not  in  a  ftate  of  war,  if  an  army  of 
foreign  mercenaries  had  not  entered  out 
^ovintry,  who  are  in  correfpondence  with 

B  b  4  thofQ 
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thofe  prifoners,  to  enflave  the  nation,  and 
murder  its  defenders* 

^alHen^  one  of  the  commiflaries  feftt  by 
the  general  council  of  the  commune  de 
Paris  ta  the  National  AflemWy,  on  the 
third  of  September,  to  give  an  account 
of  what  was  pai£ng,  and  had  pafled,  in 
the  prifons  —  fpeaking  to  the  Aflembly, 
ufed  thcfe  remarkable  words^  "  Lcs  com- 
miffaires  ont  fait  ce  qu'ils  ont  pu  pour 
eiApecher  les  defordres  (the  maifacring  the 
prifoners  is  what  he  calls  diforders),  mais  ils 

n'ont  pu  arreter,  eri  quelque  forte,   la  jujie 
vengeance  du  peuple  */' 

The  juft  vengeance  of  the  people  !  If  the 
National  Aflembly  had  hot  been  overawed, 
would  they  h^ve  liftened  with  padenae  to' 
fuch  expreffions  ? 

*  The  Commiflaries  did  all  they  could  jto  prerei^t  the 
diforders,  but  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  ftop  the  vcn-^ 
geance  of  the  people,  which,  in  fome  meafure,  was 
juft. 

It 
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It  never  can  be  juft  in  the  people  to  ex* 
ercife  vengeance — ^that  belongs  to  the  laws 
alone. 

The  manifefto  publiflxed  by  the  Duke  or 
Brunfwick  has  irritated  the  minds  of  all 
ranks,  and  filled  France  with  one  fentiment 
of  indignation.  That  prince  muft  have 
been  wonderfully  mifinfwrmed  refpefling 
the  ftate  of  people's  minds  in  this  country : 
but,  indeed,  I  queftion  if  there  would  have 
been  fo  much  unanimity  among  them,  had 
that  manifefto  not  appeared. 

Let  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  tyrannife  over  their  own  fub- 
je£ts,  fay  they,  and  cane  their  foldiers  into 
fighting  machines,  itnce  they  can  bear  it  t 
but  are  they  to  tell  the  French  nation,  the 
late  alteration  in  your  government  difpleafes 

us — you  muft  re-eftabli£h  things  on  the 
old  footing  J  and  when  you  have  done  fo^ 
we  will  confider  what  punifhment  is  to  be 
inflidled  on  thofe  who  propofed  the  altera- 
tions. 
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tlon$.     Such  is  the  language  I  hear  very 
Aequently, 

Boulogne^  Sept.  ii^ 

This  town  is  not  near  fo  populous,  nori 
in  my  opinion,  fo  agreeable  as  Abbeville* 
The  fitnation  of  the  high  town,  however, 
is  advantageous  and  loftv,  and^furrounded 
with  ramparts.  The  emig;ration  of  the  no- 
bleflfe,  who  formerly  lived  here,  tends,  no 
doubt,  to  throw  a  gloom  on  the  place,  which 
I  think  more  remarkable  here  than  in  any 
town  of  France  that  I  recollect.  This  was 
diflipated  for  fome  time  to-day  by  a  mar- 
riage : — The  bride  and  bridegroom,  with  a 
number  of  their  friepds  of  both  fexesi  in 
their  beft  attire,  walked  in  procefflon  to  the 
church,  accompanied  with  a  band  of  mufic, 
playing  ya  ira ;  to  which  the  people  at  the 
fhop  doors  and  windows  nodded  in  time, 
and  fome  joined  with  their  voices. 

This  nation  feems  always  in  unifon  with 
cheerfulnefs  1^  and  if  an  accidental  gloom 

begin? 
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begins  to  overftiadow  them^  the  fligliteft  Kty  > 
iof  gaiety  is  fufEcient   to  difperfe  it,  and 
ttiable  them  to  joia  ia  full  chorus  with  the 
voice  of  joy. 

A  few  days  before  we  left  Paris,  the  ift* 
habitants  were  certainly  not  in  a  cheerM 
it^ood,  but  that  was  owing  to  *  poncutrence 
of  circumflances  of  a  nature  to  h^ve  hun^ 
the  blacked  clouds  of  melanchbly  over  the 
minds  of  many  people  for  life.  I  under* 
ftand  that  theirs  have  brightened  up  in  ^ 
great  degree  already,  Jand  that  the  Profli^fii ' 
armies^' though  furthfer  advanced  intoFrance% 
and  nearer  Paris  than  ever,  giye  them  no 
kind  of  concern;  they  are  now  fully  con* 
vinced  th^t  they  will  be  repulfed,  or  coin* 
pletely  deftroyedt  It  is  fortunate  for  a  na- 
tion, when  attacked  by  powerful  enemies^ 
lb  retain  a  proper  confidence  in  their  own 
ftrength  and  refources,  becaufe  that  very 
confidence  contributes  to  their  fuccefs ;  but 

r 

I  ihould  have  full  as  much  reliance  on  their 

tourage. 
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couragCy  if  it  were  more  modeftly  expreffed 
thscn  it  fometimes  is  at  the  bar  of  the  Na-- 
tional  Affembly. 

One  detachment  fwear  that  they  never 
will  quit  their  arms^,  "  Qu'apreis  avoir  purge 
la  terre  des  brigands  couronnes  *.'* 

Another  that  they  will,  in  the  day  of 
battle^  keep  their  ground,  and  ri^main  at  their 
poft,  *^  Aufli  inebranlables  que  le  Mont- 
iteartre  Teft  devant  Paris  f-*^ 

Another,  after  declaring  an  everlafting 
hatred  to  tyrants,  adds^  **  Nous  faifons  le 
ferment  des  Spartiates,  de  revenir  avcc  nos 
boucliers,  ou  d'etre  portesdeCus;  oousnous 
ferons  tous  couper  en  mbrceaux  plutot  que 
de  ceder  a  I'ennemi  le  champ  de  bataille,  et 
ixous  tious  fervirons  encore  de  nos  dents  pour 
dernieres  armes.    Nous  promettons  de  rap- 

^  Till  aft^r  they  have  cleared  the  earth  of  crowned 
robbers* 

\  As  unmoveablc  as  Mont^martre  before  Paris. 

porter 
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pojter  AiF  no8  cafques,  a  chacun  pour  crl- 
niere,  la  longue  cbevelure  d'un  Germaia  *.*^ 
Men  who  fpeak  fuch  language,  muft  fight 
v^ry  bravely  indeed  to  equal  the  expefl:a-r 
-tion  which  they  wifti  to  raife:  for  my  own 
,part^  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  ^that  the 
French  will  (hew  a  great  deal  of  courage, 
becaufe  it  belongs  to  the  national  character 
at  all  times;  and  becaufe,  at  this  particular 
time,  their  fpirits  are  mounted  by  the  ener- 
gy of  ^nthufiafm  highly  above  the  natural 
ftandard.     From  what  I  have  heard,  .and 
aniable  to  obferve  fince  Ihave  been  in  this 
country,  I  am  alfo  led  to  believe,  that  the 
German  armies  will  be  difappointed  in  their 
expectations  of  being  joined  by  the  inha- 

*  We  fwear,  like  the  Lacedaemonians,  either  to  bring 
back  our  bucklers^  or  to  be  cainried  back  upon  tjiemi 
we  will  all  be  cut  in  pieces  fooner  than  yield  th^^ld 
of  battle  to  the  enemy ;  we  will  fight  even  with  our 
teeth  if  other  arm§  fail)  and  we  promife,  that  each  oC 
us  will  return  with  the  long  hair  of  a  German  as  an 
ornament  to  our  helmets. 

bitants. 


bhants^  or  of  iriftrreftions  in  their  favoiiK 
But,  notwithftalnding   that  tbefe  arc;  my 

r 

Opinions,  I  confeft  that  I  da  not  feel  the 

fame  pcrfuafion  that  fcems  to  prevaU  all 

over  France,  that  the  Duke  of  BrutifwicI; 

ifrill  not  he  abld  to  penetrate  tti  Pkris,  {q 
'  high  is  my  idea  of  his  military  fkill,  aricf  (if 

the  fuperiority  of  difcipliaed  troops;     The; 

feotifidenqfe  of  iihc  French  makeaf  them  ovei%i 

lotfk  or  defpif<S  thofe  articles,  and  fome-? 

tim^  matnifefts  itfelf  in  a  fingidatr  maq^ 

acrl 
On  the  fir  ft  of  this^  mdrith,  in  at  company 

who  were  dining  together,  the  chance  of 
the  Ehtke  of  Brunfwick's  coming  to  Paris 
became  the  fubjefl;  of  difcQurfe :— One  gen- 
tleman offered  to  bet  confiderable  odds  that 
he  would  not  get  fo  far,  nobody  thought  pro^ 
per  to  accept  the  bet ;  he  then  offered  ftill 
greater  odds,  and  a  perfon  prefent  took  them, 
which  he  had  no  fooner  done,  than  another 
obferved  to  him,  that  it  was  furprifing  that 

be, 
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hk^  of  aU  xntn^  (hould  have  done  fo,  becauft 
he  had  often  afletted,  that  he  thought  it 
quite  impoilible  for  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
to  forxife  his  way  to  Paris  :-^I  think  fo  ftilU 
replied  the  other ;  but  it  is  verjr  poffible  he 
may  be  brought  here  prifoner,  and  on  that 
chance  otily-,  X  took  the  odds. 

The  commiffioncrsi  which  are  fent  from 

the  National  Aflcmbly  to  every  department 
of  France,  are  endowed  witK  the  power  df 
breaking  the  municipalities  and  ordering  a 
new  fet  of  magiftrates  to  be  eleded :  alfo 
oPfufpending  the  public  officers,  civil  or 
•  military,  when  there  is  any  reafon  to  fuf« 
peflt   their   conduft.     Thefe  commiflaries 
muft  likewife  have  very  great  influence  in 
fpreading  thofe  opinions  which  the  ruling 
part  of  the  Aflembly  wi(h  to  prevail.  That 
republican  fentiments  are  of  this  number^ 
feemsprobable  from  many  circumftances  that 
have  lately  occurred,  and  particularly  from 
their  being  avowed  and  even  proclaimed  by 

the 
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iembly.  lRahaut.de  St.  Etiennr,  ]p?hb  was  a 
.member  of  the  firft  aflembly/has  bpea  lately 
<el^ed  a  deputy  to  the  coaveation :  k 
cwould  appear  that  "fomebody  had  circulated 
A  report  that  he  was,  a  fi  lend  to  aifaoaarchi- 
cal  form  of  goveramdntf  and  had  jho  aver^ 
rfion  to  kings,  provided  they  were  honeft 
-raejn:  thb  te  ;COfifid]ers  as  i  calumnious  j 
and  ia  his  letter  tf>the/airemj)lyj,  announcing 

:his  eJeiStion^  hiS  pil^fieffes  a  detern^ined' hatred 
tp  royigJty  and  iki^gs^  without  exception. — 
"  G'^ft  ;iinfi/V  he  add^i  "  que  je  r^ponds  kux 
caloEanies,  qui  font  le  fruit  de  la  mal veil- 
lance,  accueillies  par  la  credulite.  '^'" 

From  this  a  pretty  ftrongprefumption  may 

be  form^ed  of  what  the  complexion  of  the 

national  convejatioii  will  be,  if  ever  it  ihould 

.  cixift>  for  there, are  people  who  ftill  harbour 

*  This  is  the  anfwer  I  give  to  calumnies,  whiich 
are  the  fruits  of  malevolence  gathered  by  credu^ 
lity. 

doubts 
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doubts  on  that  head — there  are  however  a 
confiderable  number  of  the  deputies  already 
ele<ied,  and,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
many,  all  who  are  eledled  have  accepted* 

Boulogne,  Sept.  ii» 

The  council  of  the  commune  de  Paris 
have  the  power  at  prefent  of  fending  com- 
miflaries,  as  well  as  the  National  Aflembly; 
and  it  would  feem  that  the  power  of  thofe 
fent  by  the  former  is  as  extenfive  as  that  of 
thofe  delegated  by  the  latter.     A  letter  was 
lately  read  in'the   National  Aflembly  from 
a  commiflioner  fent  by  the  commune  to 
the    army   under    Luckner,    at    Chalons, 
in  which  the  commiflary,  whofe  name  is 
Billaud  de  Varennes,  complains  of  the  con- 
duOi  of  the  municipality,  talks  of  breaking 
them  if  he  finds  that  the  majority  do  not 
adopt  the  meafures  which  he  and  his  bro- 
ther commiflariies  think  expedient. — He.alfo 
makes  fome  very  fevere  remarks  on  the  con- 
VOL.  I.  .     C  c  du^ 
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clu£t  of  General  Luckncr,  and  gives,  fuch 
an  account  of  the  negle£t  of  many  things 
necpiTary  for  the  troops,  and  the  confufion 
and  ,want  of  fyftcm  upon  the  whole,  2S 
great>y  increafes  the  chance  of  the  Duke 

of  Brunfwick's  being  able  to  penetrate  to 
Paris. 

One  would  naturally  have  imagined  that 
the  troops  of  the  line  were  more  to  be  de- 
pended on  than  the  nev7  levies  made  at 
Paris ;  but  this  does  not  feem  to  be  the 
opinion  of  Billaud  de  Varennes,  for  'after 
the  difcouraging  ftatement  of  the  (ituatioa 
of  the  troops  at  Chalons,  and  hinting  at 
the  fmall  force  which  Dumourier  has  to 
oppofe  to  the  numerous  and  difciplined 
army  under  the  Duke,  he  gives  the  Afiem- 
bly  to  know,  that  what  they  have  moft  ta 
rely  on  is  the  Parifian  army — and  concludes 
his  letter  with  thefe  words:  "  Courage,  mes 
chere  concitoyens  I  Brunfwick  doit  trembler, 

car 
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•  # 

tar  les  Parifiens  font  a  dix  lieues  de  foil 
camp*." 

Moft  people  (exclufive  of  the  French 
themfelves)  will  be  of  opinion,  that  it  h 
not  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  who  has  the 
greateft  rcafon  to  tremble ;  and  that  the 
Parifians  will  a£t  wifely  in  not  approaching 
nearer  to  his  camp. 

Boulogne  J  Sept.  13, 

The  charader  of  fome  of  the  deputies 
already  chofen  by  the  department  of  Paris^ 
does  not  tend  to  convey  high  expectations 
of    the    enfuing    Convention.     Mvirat    is 

of  the   number:    he  is  fuppofed  to  have 

obtained  this  honour  partly  by  his  own 
popularity  among  the  low  clafles,  and  partly 
through  the  influence  of  a  fadlion,  at  the 
head  of  which  are  Danton^  the  minifter  of 

*  Takecoutage,  my  feHow-citizens!  Brunfwick  myj 
tremble,  for  the  Parifians  are  within  ten  leagues  of  his 
camp% 

C  c  a  jufllce. 
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juftice,  and  Rdberfpierre,  As  the  reputation 
of  Marat  was  not  of  pure  white  previous 
to  the  2d  of  September,  and  has  been  con-' 
fidered  of  a  fcarlet  hue  fince,  it  was  thought 
nccefiary  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  elec- 
tors, and  endeavour  to  conciliate  them  in  hi$ 
favour,  before  the  day  of  election :  for  this 
purpofe  Chabot,  who  was  formerly  a  Fran- 
cifcan  friar,  has  been  fmce  a  patriotic  ora- 
tor, and  is  already  chofen  a  deputy  to  the 
Convention,  made  an  oration  in  his  favour 
in  the  fociety  of  Jacobins,  of  which  many  of 
the  electors  are  members.  As  this  difcourfe 
is  certainly  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature, 
and  as  it  difcovers  the  difpofition  both  of 
the  orator  and  the  perfon  he  recommends, 
I  fhall  give  the  following  paffage  from  it— 
''  On  a  reprochc  a  Marat,"  faid  the  capu- 
chin, "  d'avoir  ete  fanguinaire;  d' avoir,  par 
exemple,  contribue  au  maflacre  qui  vicnt 
d'etre  fait  dans  les  prifons]  mais  en  cela  il 
^toit  dans  le  fens  de  Ja  revolution  ;  car  il 

n'etoit 
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n'^toit  pas  natural,  pendant  que  les  plus 
vaillans  patriotes  s*en  alloient  aux  frontieres, 
de  refter  ici  expofe  aux  coups  des  prifon- 
niers  a  qui  Ton  promettoit  des  armes  et 
la  liberte  pour  nous  aflaffiner.  On  dit 
qu'il  a  ete  fanguinaire  parce  qu'il  a  de- 
mande  plusd'unefois  le  farig  des  ariftocrates, 
et  merae  le  fang  des  membres  corrompus 
de  raflemblee  conftituante.  Mais  il  eft 
connu  que  le  plan  des  ariftocrates  a  toujours 
ete  et  eft  encore  de  faire  un  carnage  de  tons 
les  fans-culottes :  or,  comme  le  nombre  de 
ceux  ci  eft  a  celui  des  ariftocrates  Comme 
99  eft  a  un,  il  eft  clair  que  celui  qui  de- 
mande  que  Ton  tue  i  pour  eviter  qu'on  ne 
tue  pas  99,  n'eft  pas  fanguinaire.  II  n'eft 
pas  non  plus  incendiaire,  car  il  a  pro- 
pofe  de  donner  aux  fans-culottes  les  depend 
illes  des  ariftocrates ;  il  ne  pent  done  pas 
etre  accufe'd'avoir  voulu  les  incendier*?'* 

.     Not- 

*  Marat  Is  reproached  with  bdng  of  a  fangulnary 

Cc3  difjpo- 
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Notwithftafiding  the  merciful  fpirit  and 
logical  force  of  reafoning  which  appears  in 
this  precious  morfel  of  eloquence,  it  was 
not  thought  fafe  to  truft  entirely  to  it— » 

difpofition :  that  he  contributed,  for  example,  to  die 
late  maffacres  in  the  prifons  j  but  in  doing  fo  he  afted 
in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  revolution,  for  it  was  not  to  be 

cxpefted  that,  while  our  braved  patriots  went  to  the 
frontiers,  v/e  fhould  remain  here  expofed  to  the  rage  of 
the  prifoners,  who  were  promifed  arms,  and  the  op- 
portunity of  aflaffinating  us.  We  are  told  that  he  is 
ftnguinary,  becaufe  oftener  than  once  he  demanded 
the  blood  of  the  ariflocrates,  and  alfo  that  of  the 
corrupt  members  of  the  conftituent  aflembly.  But  it 
is  well  known,  that  the  plan  of  the  ariflocrates  always 
has  been,  and  llill  is,  to  make  a  general  carnage  of  the 

# 

fans-culottes.  Now,  as  the  number  of  the  latter  is  to 
that  of  the  former  in  the  proportion  of  ninety-nine 
to  one,  it  is  evident  that  he  who  propofes  to  kill  one, 
to  prevent  the  killing  of  nincty-iiine,  is  not  a  blood* 
thirfly  man.  Neither  can  he  juftly  be  called  an  incen- 
diary, for  he  propofed  to  give  the  fpoils  of  the  aiifto- 
crates  to  the  fans-culottes  !  how  then  can  he  be  accufcd 
of  wifliing  to  burn  them  ? 

8  Robcr* 
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Roberfpierre  thought  it  neceflary  to  add 
the  weight  of  his  eloquence.  In  a  harangue 
made  by  him  in  the  eledloral  aflembly,  the 
import  of  which  was  to  point  out  the  qua- 
lities of  moft  importance  in  a  deputy  for  the 
conventional  aflembly ;  he  at  length  pointed 
otit  Marat  and  Le  Gendre  as  two  men  highly 
wonhy  of  the  fuffrages  of  the  eledors  — 
They  were  both  chofen  accordingly. — 
Marat's  m^rit  is  notorious:  what  recom- 
mended Le  Gendre  to  the  patronage  of 
Roberfpierre  I  know  not,  unlefs  it  be  that 
he  is  by  profefEon  a  butcher. 

Calais,  Sept.  14. 

Before  we  left  Boulogne  this  mornings 

we  heard  that  the  ftate  prifoners,  foon  after 

their  arrival  from  Orleans,  were  maflacred 

in  the  ftreets  of  Ver failles  ! — Thefe  repeated 

maffacres  fill  the  mind  with  horror — create  a 

deteftation  of  the  people  who  can  fuller  fuch 

things,  and  will  injure  the  French  jevolu- 

C  c  4  tion 
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tion  more  than  if  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
had  beaten  their  armies,  and  were  in  pof- 
feffion  of  Paris  itfelf. 

I,  abhor  writing  any  more  about  them-— 

Wretches!  ^ 

» 

Calaisi  Sept.  15* 

I  fhould  be  forry  to  fay  any  thing  in  fa- 
vour of  that  defpotifm  which  has  prevailed 
in  far  the  greater  part  of  the  globe,  from 
the  earlieft  period  of  recorded  manners  and 
government — nor  do  I  wifh  to  urge  any 
thing  in  extenuation  of  that  complex  fyftem 
of  flavery  under  which  the  whole  French 
nation,  though  in  unequal  degrees,  were 
debafed    and  oppreffed  j    and  lead   of  all 
would    I  depreciate   the    merit    of   thofe 
who,  from  honeft  indignation  at  injuftice 
4nd  tyranny,  and  a  generous  defire  of  ob- 
taining equal  laws,  and  a  limited  monarchy, 
united  their  efforts  in  overthrowing  the  old 
arbitrary  fyftem^ 

But 
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But  had  thofe  patriots  been  able  to  fore- 
fee  all  the  confequences  with  which  their 
well-intended  efforts  have  been  followed, 
the    wild    and    deftrudive    notions    with 
which  the  multitude  have  been  infpired  by 
unprincipled  men,  under  the  mafk  of  pa- 
triotifm,  who,  from  the  bafeft  and   moft 
wicked    motives,  diredl  the  blind  fury  of 
the  people  againft  their  beft  friends,  and 
render  them  more  cruel  and  oppreffive  than 
their  greateft  oppreQbrs  ;  and,  finally,  could 
thofe  patriots  have  forefeen  the  barbarous 
maffacres  which  have  difgraced  France  of 
Jate,  would  it  not  have  puzzled  their  wills^ 
and  made  them  rather  bear  thofe  ills  they  had^ 
than  fly  to  others  that  they  knew  not  of? 
What!  are   men   to  bear  all  the  various 
wanton  indignities  and  oppreffions  of  a  ty-' 
rannical  government,  rather  than  attempt 
to  overturn  it,  left  a  worfe  thing  fliould  be- 
fal  them  ? 

No  independent  mind  can  ever  fubfcribe 

to 
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to  fuch  a  dodlrine';  though  there  is  reafori 
to  fear,  that  the  horrid  things  which  have 
of  late  befen  tranfaded  in  France  will  pro- 
cure it  more  profelytes  than  ever.  But  thofc 
horrid  tranfadions  are  not  the  neceflary 
confequence  of  a  ftrugglc  againft  tyranny— 
they  are  unprecedented  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
world ;  they  are  not  the  work  of  the  lovers 
of  freedom,  but  of  the  infernal  agents  of 
fpme  cowardly  defpot,  who  dares  not  yet 
rear  his  head. 

-t 

,But,  terrible  as  the  rifk  of  fuch  fcenes  are, 

■ 

let  it  be  remembered,  that  v  imagination 
can  hardly  paint  any  thing  more  '  intoler- 
able, than  that  difnial,  hopelefs  gloom, 
which  a  defpotic  gbvernment  throws  over 
the  minds  of  men  who  have  acquired  a  ve- 
•  rieration  for  equity,  for  impartial  laws,  and 
a  jufl  idea  of  liberty.  Shut  out  knowledge, 
and  every  fentiment  of  this  kind,  and  men 
will  live  with  occafional  comfort  in  the 
moft  abjedt  ilavery :  but  fuch  fentiments  and 

ideas 
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ideas  having  once   entered    the  mind  of 

man,  he  is  wretched  under  defpotifm,  and 

cannot  tafte  tranquillity  without   rational 
freedom. 

Such  confiderations  naturally  lead  the 
mind  to  rcfle£t  on  the  enviable  condition 
of  that  fmall  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Europe  who  live  under  governments  free 
from  the  evils  which  oppreffed  Ffance,  and 
particularly  thofe  who  live  under  a  confti- 
tution  fo  admirably  poifcd  that  it  requires 
no  4^ngerous  renovation,  and^  contains 
within  its  fabric  the  fafe  means  of  repair 
when  they  are  needed. 

There  was  a  fearch  for  arms  all  over 
Calais  laft  night ;  I  fuppofe  the  fame  has 
taken  place,  or  will  foon,  in  every  town  in 
France:  they  Jind  it  very  difficult  to  find 
arms  for  the  immenfe  armies  now  on 
foot, 

Calais,  Sept.  i6. 

When  Jthe   magiftrates  and  citizens  of 

Verdun 
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Verdun  Ihewed  a  difpofition  to  capitulate, 
and  deliver  up  the  town  to  the  Pruffians, 
Beaurepaire,  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
Mayenne  and  Loire,  and  commandant  of 
the  garrifon  of  Verdun,  no  fooner  heard 
of  their  intentions,  than  he  haftened  from 
the  ramparts,  where  he  was  encouraging 
the  foldiers,  to  the  town-hall,  where  the 
magiftrates  were  affembled,  and  ufed  all 
his  influence  to  perfuadc  them  to  hold  out: 
—but  finding  them  determined  on  a  meafure 
which  he  thought  difgraceful,  he  pulled  a 
piftol  from  his  pocket,  and  (hot  himfelf  in 
the  middle  of  the  council.  The  volunteers 
whom  he  commanded  would  not  allow  his 
body  to  be  buried  at  Verdun^  of  which  the 
Pruffians  were  immediately  to  take  pof- 
fcffion,  but  carried  it  to  Saint-Menehould, 

M.  Delaunay  having  heard  of  this,  pro- 
pofed  in  the  National  Aflembly,  that  the 
remains  of  Beaurepaire  fhould  be  brought 
from  St.  Menehould,  and  interred  in  the 

French 
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Ftench  Pantheon — ^^  Let  us  treat  his  aflies,'' 
faid  he,  **  as  Rome,  had  flae  preferved  her 
liberty,  would  have  treated  thofe  of  Cato 
and  Marcus  Brutus.  The  road  all  the 
way  from  the  Pantheon  to  St.  Menehould 
is  at  prefent  covered  with  foldiers,  and 
fhining  with  bayonets  and  pikes. 

Figure  to  yourfelves,"  added  he,  ^  what 
an  impreflion  it  will  tnake  on  the  minds 
of  our  warriors,  when  they  meet  the  fu- 
neral chariot  of  one  who  died  fot  liberty! 
the  fight  will  ele5lri/e  their  fouls,  infpirc 
them  with  courage,  and  fill  their  hearts 
with  a  defire  of  vengeance." 

However  natural  it  was  for  a  high-fpirited 
officer  to  be  driven  to  defpair  at  a  meafure, 
the  difgrace  of  which,  he  thought,  would 
reach  himfelf,  yet  fuicide  is  fo  contrary  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  religion  that  it 
might  have  been  imagined  the  legiflative 
afTembly  of  a  Chriftian  country  (for  they 
have  not  yet  decreed  the  abolition  of  Chrif- 

/  tianity) 
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tianity)  would  have  had  fomc  difficulty  hi 
adopting  this  meafure. — No  fuch  thing—*- 
A  Roman  fenate  could  not  have  fheven  left* 
They  immediately  decreed  that  the  body 
of  Beaurepaire  fhould  be  tranfported  from 
St.  Menehould,  and  interred  in  the  Pantheon 
at  Paris,  with  the  foliowing  infcription  on 
his  tomb,  "  II  aima  mieux  fe  donner  la 
xnort  que  de  capituler  avec  les  tyrans  *.*' 

It  was  ordained  at  the  fame  time,  which 
the  moft  fcrupulous  Chrlftian  in  the  aflem- 
bly  could  have  no  objedion  to,  that  the 
penfion  of  Beaurepaire  fhould  be  continued 
to  his  widow  and  fon  during  their  lives. 

The  whole  of  this  mt?S\xrt  feems  to  be 
approved  by  the  nation  j  thofe  who  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  offended  at  any  part  of 
it  keep  their  fentiments  .concealed,  while 
thofe  who  approve,  proclaim  theirs  in  the 


•  He  cKofe  to  put  himfelf  to  death,  rather  than 
capitulate  with  tyrants,  &c* 

mofl 
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moft  oftentatious  manner.  In  one  journal 
I  find  the  following  paragraph— Que  nos 
regrets  honorent  le  trepas  de  Beaurepaire— - 
faifons  tomber  devant  la  juftice  et  la  recon- 
noiflance  ce  prejuge  barbare,  qui  trop  long 
temps  appella  foiblefle  et  fureur  le  devou- 
ment  courageux  de  Brutus  et  de  Caton  *• 

In  another  it  is  faid,  "  La  mort  eft  une 
reflburce  qu'il  ne  faut  point  oter  a  la  vertu 
opprimee — En  decretant  que  Beaurepaire 
eft  digne  de  Tapotheofe,  V  Aflemblee  Na* 
tionale  a  non  feulement  acquitte  une  dette 
facree,  mais  elle  a  plus  fait  encore  pour  les 
progres  de  la  morale  que  tons  les  traites 
de  nos  beaux  efprits  f.'' 

If 

*  Let  our  grief  do  honour  to  the  death  of  Beau- 
repaire— ^let  juftice  and  gratitude  overthrow  that  barba- 
rous prejudice,  which  too  long  has  given  the  epithets 
of  weaknefs  or  madnefs  to  the  noble  deaths  of  Brutus 
and  of  Cato. 

t  Death  is  a  refource  of  which  wc  ought  not  deprive 

opprefled 
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If  this  be  true,  nothing  can  give  a  ftrongef 
idea  of  the  inefEcacy  of  the  writings  of  the 
beaux  efprits  towards  the  progrefs  of  mo- 
rality, 

I  am  greatly  deceived,  however,  if  fuicide 
is  not  the  effedt  oi  feeling  rather  than  rea^ 
foning ;  and  if  the  National  Aflembly  by 
their  decrees,  and  the  beaux  efprits  by  their 
writings,  can  render  men  happier,  they 
will  more  effeftually  check  the  pradtice  of 
fuicide  than  all  that  can  be  faid  or  written 
again  ft  it. 

A  French  acquaintance  of  mine  having 
pointed  out  the  foregoing  paflages  in  the 
journals,  faid  with  a  triumphant  air,  **  Vous 
autres  Anglois  croyez  qu*a  vous  feuls  ap- 
partenoit  le  droit  de  fe  tuer.'' — 

opprefled  virtue.  In  decreeing  that  Beaurepaire  h 
worthy  of  npotheofis,  the  National  Aflembly  have  not- 
only  difcharged  a  facred  debt,  but  it  has  done  more 
for  the  advancement  of  morality  than  the  works  of  oar 

moft  brilliant  writers* 
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Calais^  Sept.  17. 

About  the  beginning  of  this  month,  two 
waggons  full  of  arms  deftined  for  the  army 

were  pafling  through  the  town  of  Charle- 

« 

ville,  conduded  by  an  officer  of  the  artillery: 
— the  populace,  takiog  it  into  their  heads 
that  they  were  going  to  the  enemy,  arretted 
the  waggons,  and  murdered  the  officer. 

The  fpn  of  the  poftmafter  of  St.  Amand  j 
on  a  fufpicion  of  having  given  intelligence 
to  the  enemy,  was  killed  by  the  populace, 
and  his  body  dragged  through  the  ftreets. 

Md  Bayeux,  one  of  the  magiftfates  of 
Calvados,  being  fufpeded  of  a  treafonable 
correfpondence  with  the  emigrants,  was 
arrefted,  tried,  and  acquitted ;  but  the  po« 
pulace  continuing  to  threaten  him/  he  was 
detained  in  prifon  with  a  view  to  his  being 
fet  at  liberty,  when  that  could  be  done  with 
fafety : — the  prifon  was  forced  by  the  mob, 
and  the  magiftrate  immediately  murdered, 

VOL.  I,  D  d  AM 
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All  thofe  horrors,  and  others  which  could 
be  enumerated,  have  happened  within 
thefe  few  days  j  from  which  it  might  na- 
turally be  concluded,  that  it  is  dangerous 
to  travel  through  the  country  of  France, 
or  walk  in  the  ftreets  of  any  of  the  large 
towns.  Extraordinary  and  unaccountable 
as  it  may  feem,  however,  the  truth  certainly 
is,  that  travellers  are  quite  fafe  on  the  high 
roads,  and  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as 
ftreet-robheries  or  houfebreaking  in  Paris : 
all  the  murders  and  outrages  which  are 
committed  at  prefent  in  this  country 
are  in  the  caufe  of  the  public,  and  not 
from  private  intereft.  This  is  no  alleviation 
of  the  evil ;  on  the  contrary,  it  were  much 
lefs  grievous  for  the  citizens  to  be  cxpofed 
to  ftreet-robheries  and  houfebreakings, 
which  were  puniflied  when  difcovered, 
than  that  a  niifguided  p0pul2j.ce  fhould  be 
tolerated  in  the  exercife  of  juftice  upon 
whoever  they  confider  as  ftate  criminals. — 

I  men- 
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I  fnention  this  merely  as  a  fingular  £a.€ti 
not  a  proof  that  Ffance  is  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
ternal tranquillity  ;  for  what  can  be  more 
iniferable  for  a  nation,  than  that  fuch  dread-^* 
ful  excefles  can  be  committed  with  impu- 
nity ? —  Innocent  people  are  murdered,  and 
then  we  arc  told  that  the  people  meant 
well,  but  were  miftaken.— Many  of  the 
journals  palliate  their  greateft  outrages^ 
and  fay  they  proceeded  from  an  excefs  of 
patriotifm — ^None  dare  blame  them;  never 
was  tyrant  more  feared  and  flattered  than 
le  peuple  foyverain  at  prefent. 

Calais^Sept.  i8^ 

I  went  this  morning  to  the  Convent  of 
Dominican  Nuns^  and  had  a  long  convert 
iation  at  the  grate  with  one  of  them^  an 
old  lady  of  fcventy  years  of  age — She  told 
me  {he  had  been  forty-thifee  years,  in  this 
content;  that  during  that  long  period  ihe 
had  lived  fo  free  from  care,  and  enjoyed 

D  d  2  .  fuch 
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Aich  a   degree  of  content^  that   (he   ha^ 
never  wi(hed  to  change  her  fituation. 

As  a  proof  of  this  afTertion,  fhe  iaid  diat, 
**  by  a  decree  of  the  conftituent  aflfembty, 
when  convents  were  thrown  open,  thoie 
nuns  wh6  chofe  to  withdraw  were  allowed^ 
and  permiflion  was  at  the  fame  time  given 
to  thofe  who  were  of  a  contrary  opinion 
to  remain  in  the  convent — ^In  confequencc 
of  which  {he  and  twenty-three  other  nuns 
had  remained,  with  no  other  wifii  than  to 
be  permitted  to  end  their  Uvea  there ;  but 
that  now  they  were  deprived  of  that  hope» 
having  lately  received  an  order  from  the 
prefent  National  Aflembly  to  leave  the  con- 
vent, which  is  deftined  for  other  purpofcsj 
they  were  to  leave  it  accordingly  within 
ten  days.  She  complained  of  this  as  a  great 
hardfhip  on  herfelf  in  particular,  who  bad 
lived  fo  long  oiit  of  the  world  that  flie 
had  forgot  how  to'  live  in  it : — ^that  eight  of 
them  had  agreed  to  try  to  keep  houfe  in 

Calais, 


(  w  i 

Calais,  by  joining  tberr  fmall  penllons,  and 
Irving  together;  the  reft  were  to  go  to  their 
refpedive  relations — She  ended  by  faying 
that  fhe  had  great  reafon  to  be  thankful  to 
God  for  the  happinefs  arid  tranquillity  fhe 
had  enjoyed,  particularly  during  the  laft 
forty-three  years  of  her  life,  which,  from 
her  own  obfervation  while  fhe  had  Uved 
in  the  world,  and  from  all  fhe  had  learnt 
fince,  was  far  greater  than  the  'portion  ufu- 
ally  allotted  to  mankind;  and  that  although 
flie  had  no  reafon  to  expe£t  fo  much  fe- 
licity for  the  remainder  of  her  life,  fhe  had 
the  comfort  to  think  that  the  period  of 
her  fufFering,  if  flae  was  to  experience 
fufFering,  would  be  far  fhorter  than  the 
long  courfe  of  calm  enjoyment  which, 
through  the  goodnefs  of  the  Almighty, 
fhe  had  pofTefled  for  fo  many  years.^ 

This  nun,  in  fpite  of  her  age  and  long 
confinement,  feems  to-  enjoy  good  health 
and  fpirits  J  her  deportment  was  eafy,  and  her 

D  d  3  man- 
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manners  polite; — though  fome  part  of  her 
narrative  will  appear  fingular,  it  feemed 
to  me  devoid  of  afFedation  or  hypocrify, 
and  to  come  from  the  heart. 

When  I  took  my  leave  of  this  lady,  I 
went  to  the  Convent  of  Benedidine  Nuns, 
where  a  rektioa  of  my  own  had  formerly 
been  apenfioner — My  calling  at  the  Domi- 
nicans was  through  miftake — -When  I  was 
intrpduced  to  the  parlour  of  the  Benedic- 
tines, I  fent  word  that  I  wiflied  to  fpeak 
to  a  particular  nun  who  I  knew  had  been 
acquainted  with  my  relation— A  nun  of  a 
very  genteel  and  iqterefting  appearance 
came  to  the  grate, 

I  faw  fhe  had  been  crying,  though  flie 
attempted  to  look  cheerful:  fhe  enquired 
afFedionately  about  my  relation,  and  fpoke 
with  great  efteem  of  another  lady  who  had 
been  in  the  convent  at  the  fame  time. 
After  a  fhort  converfation,  I  afked  if  they 
y7ci(Q  in  the  fame  fituation  with  the  Domi-i 

qicaq 
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nican  nuns  ?— Helas !  oui,  Monficur  *,  {he 
replied,  and  burft  into  tears— She  was  un- 
able to  fpeak  for  fome  time  ;  but  when  flie 
had  recovered  herfclf  a  little,  fhe  faid,  that 
the.  fame  option  had  been  given  to  them, 
and  that  twenty-four  of  their  number  had 
alfo  chofen  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  the  convent ;  that  they  were  happy 
in  each  other's  fociety,  and  in  their  being 
free  from  all  cares,  except  the  important  one 
of  their  falvation^ — But  now  we  are  thrown 
back  mto  a  world  which  we  had  renounced, 
which  we  wiflx  to  forget,  and  for  which 
we  have  no  reliflx ;  Ah^  Monjieur  I  noui 
fommes  bieri  a  plaindre.  She  continued 
crying  and  fobbing  for  fome  time;  and 
then  wiping  her  eyes,  with  a  look  of  com- 
pofure  and  refignation  fhe  faid.  But  it  is 
the  will  of  God,  and  it  becomes  us  to  fub-* 
mit; 

*  Alas !  yes,  Sir. 

D  d  4  Some 
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Some  readers  will  fufpeft  that  both  the 
old  and  the  young  nun  on  this  oqcafion  af? 
fefted  forrow  they  did  not  feel:— all  I 
can  fay  is^  that  if  they  did,  they  are 
the  heft  adrefles  I  ever  beheld,  and  the. 
moft  difinterefted ;  for,  more  appearance  of 
natural  grief  I  cannot  conceive,  and  for 
what  purpofe  it  could  be  aflumed  I  cannot 
divine. 

I  had  hitherto  confidered  the  opening  of 
convents  as  the  giving  liberty  to  the  moft 
unhappy  of  mortals,  the  mifcrable  vidtimfii 
of  avarice  and  fuperftition.  In  general  nq 
doubt  this  is  the  cafe ;; — but  my  converfa^ 
tion  with  thofe  two  nuns  confirms  what  \ 
have  had  frequent  occalion  to  remark,  that 
when  religious  impreflions  are  deeply  en- 
graven on  the  heart,  they  become  a  fource 
of  happinefs,  which  .compcnfatcs  for  many 
deprivations,  and  throw  a  conftant  confoling 
ray  of  light  into  fituations  which,  to  the 
general  eye  of  the  world,  feem  quite  hope-^ 

lefs 
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lefs  and  gloomy,   Thofe  who,  being  neither 
feduced  by  tafte  nor  obliged  by  neceffity 
to  confine  fuch  impreffions  to  cells  or  con- 
vents, where  they  can  be  of  little  ufe  to 
ainy  except  to  the  pojfejfor^  but  carry  them 
into  fociety  with  all  the  energy  of  aftive 
virtue,  are  certainly  the  happieft  of  mankind. 
By  accounts  received  this  day,  it  appears 
that  the  populace  have  at  laft  taken  to  ftrect 
robbery  in  Paris  ;   it  has  feemed  very  fur^ 
prifing  to  me  that,  in  the  prefent  weak  ftate 
of  the  executive  government,  they  have  ab- 
ftained  from  it  fo  long.     But  their  xobbc- 
ries,  like  their  murders,  are  performed  un- 
der the  mafk  of  patriotifm :  they  flop  men 
in  the  ftreets,   and  make  them  furrender 
their  filver  fhoe-buckles  and  their  watches — 
Women  in  the  public  walks  have  alfo  had 
their  rings  and  bracelets  taken  from  them  ; 
but  they  have  the  aflurances  of  the  robbers 
that  all  thofe  commodities  are  to  be  applied 

to  the  ufe  of  the  public  on  the   prefent 
emergency. 
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Notwithftanding  all  the  pains  which  have 
been  taken  to  provide  the  troops  with  arms, 
they  are  ftill  in  want  of  mufkets.  By  a 
decree  of  the  National  Aflembly,  the  mufkets 
are  to  be  taken  from  the  cannoneers,  which 
is  a  very  numerous  and  expert  corps  in 
France,  and  givea  to  the  volunteers  who 
fiock  to  the  armies ;  fome  regimepts  of 
dragoons  have  likewife  been  deprived  of 
theirs  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Accounts  are  induftrioufly  circulated, 
of  advantages  obtained  by  the  French  ar- 
mies over  the  Pruffians;  nothing  feems 
more  improbable:- — the  Germans  have, 
however,  failed  in  their  attempt  on  Thion- 
ville ;  yet,  in  fpite  of  that  failure,  and  the 
pretended  advantages  gained  over  them, 
they  continue  to  advance. 


Calais,  Sept.  19. 

Nothing  can  be  more  furprifmg  than  the 
fecurity  and  confidence   of  this  people  in 

the  prefent  alarming   crifis.     I  have  feeu 

letters 


(    4"     ) 

letters  from  Lille  and  Dunkirk,  which  dc- 
fcribe  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  towns  in  the 
fame  perfuafion  with  thofe  of  Calais — yet 
it  is  known  that  the  Swifs  regiment  of  Cha- 
teauvieux  has  gone  in  a  body  to  the  enemy, 
and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Swifs 
Cantons  will  declare  war  againft  France- 
Spain,  it  is  thought,  is  in  the  fame  difpo- 
fition ;  and  it  is  already  announced  in  the 
National  AfTembly,  that  the  German  Empire, 
is  arming  againft  them.  "  II  ne  faut  pas 
fe  le  diflimuler,"  faid  Merlin  de  Thionville 
in  the  AfTembly,  "  nous  avons  a  com- 
battre  tous  les  tyrans  du  monde,  et  ils  ne 
font  pas  a  craindre  pour  un  peUpIe  librc 
et  arme:  il  faut  rompre  dcfinitivemetit  avec 
eux.  Je  demande  le  rappel  de  tous  les*" 
Miniftres  de  France*."     Before  he  made 

To' 

*  It  Is  not  to  be  denied  that  we  have  to  fight  againft 

,;all  the  tyrants  in  the  world,  and  they  are  not  to  b^ 

feared  by  a  free  and  armed  people— Let  us  break  with 

then> 
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fo  rafli  a  propofal,  he  fhould  have  proved 
that  the  people  were  armed,  and>  what  is'ftill 
more  to  be  doubted,  that  they  are  free ;  but 
this  fame  Merlin  is  not  confidered  as  fo  great 
a  conjurer  as  his  namefake  was — the  Af- 
femUy,  therefore,  did  not  follow  his  advice. 

But  what  confirms  me  in  my  opinion  that . 
the  affairs  of  this  country  are  now  in  a  more 
defperate  date  than  ever,  is,  that  it  is  com« 
plained  of  in  the  National  Affembly,  by  a 
deputation  from  the  municipality  of  Co- 
lombe,  near  Paris,  that  certain  perfons  un- 
known, but  who  pretend  to  be  members  of 
the  common  council  of  Paris,  and  of  the 
National  Affembly  itfelf,  break  open  doors, 
enter  houfes,  and  take  away ,  what  they 
pleafe,  and  harafs  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  adjacent  villages  in  various  ways, 
on  pretext  of  the  public  fervice. 

The  minifter  Roland  alfo  complains  of 

them  entirely — I  demand   that  all   the  Minifters  of 
France  at  foreign  courts  be  recalled. 

the 
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the  anarchy  which  reigns  in  Parisi  and  which 
all  his  efforts  cannot  fubdue. 

Petion  the  Mayor,  who  feems  willing  to 
ftate  things  in  the  mofl  favourable  light, 
fays,  in  a  letter  ,to  the  Aflembly,  that  the 
outrages  committed  in  the  open  ftreets,  by 
robbing  the  citizens  of  their  watches  and 
rings,  are  put  an  end  to  :  and  adds,  "  Paris, 
au  furplus,  eft  tranquille ;  tout  en  renfer- 
ment  dans  fon  fein  des  ekmens  tres  injlam^ 
mable  *.'' 

Mafuyer  expreffed  himfelf  in  thefe  terms: 
•*  Si  rAffemblee  Nationale  ne  prend  pas  une 
mefure  vigoureufe,  on  ne  pent  plus  refter  a 
Paris:  on  en  fait  un  lieu  plus  dangereux, 
cent  fois,  que  les  forets  les  plus  infeftees  dc 
brigands  f,  &c/' 

*  Paris  is  calm  for  the  prefent,  but  contains  within 
her  circuit  much  inflammable  matter. 

f  If  the  National  Aflembly  does  not  adopt  fome 
vigorous  meafure,  it  will  be  impoflible  to  remain  any 
longer  at  Paris :  it  is  become  a  refidence  a  hundred 
times  more  dangerous  than  the  foreft  the  moil  harafled 
with  robbers. 

And 
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And  Vergniaud,  with  that  affeding  elo-^ 
quence  which  he  has  at  his  coitimand,  after 
mentioning  the  unwillingnefs  Which  the 
citizens  of  Paris  fhew  to  work  in  the  in- 
trenchments  forming  round  the  city,  adds, 
**  Quelle  pent  Stre  la  caufe  de  cette  inertie 
des  meilleurs  citoyens  ?  Ah,   mefDeurs,  ne 

* 

nous  diflimulons  pas,  ces  haines  particulieres, 
ces  delations  infames,  ces  arreftations  arbi- 

traires,  ces  cris  de  prpfcription,  ces  corn- 
plots,  ces  atteintes  portees  fur  les  individus, 
cette  violation  des  propriet^s,  cet  oubli  des 
loix,  ces  agitations  inquietantes  ont  repandu 
la  confternation  et  TefFroi. 

"  L'homme  vertueux  fe  cache,  il  fuit  avcc 
horreur  ces  fcenes  de  fang,  et  il  faut  bien 
qu'il  fe  cache  Thomme  vertueux,  quand  le 
crime  triomphe,  il  n'en  a  pas  Thorrible  fen- 
timent,  il  fe  tait,  il  s'eloigne,  il  attend  pour 
reparaitre  des  temps  plus  heureux. 

**  1.^^  temps  de  revolution  produifent  ces 
hommes  a  la   fois  hypocrites   et  feroces, 

comme 
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comme  les  pores  de  la  terre  produifent  dcs 

•  « 

iafedles  malfaifans  apres  la  tempete.  Au- 
jourd'hui  ces  per  vers  ariftocratifent  la  vertu 
meme  pour  la  fouler  impunement  aux  jpieds. 
lis  democratifent  le  crime  pour  avoir  le  droit 
detle  commettre :  et  c'cft  ainfi  qu'ils  def- 
honnorent  la  plus  belle  des  caufes,  celle  du 
peuple,  et  de  la  liberte. 

"  O  citoyens!  vous  voyez  ma  profondc 
emotion;  citoyens  arrachez  le  mafque  a 
ces  pervers  qui  n'ont,  pour  vous  tromper 
ct  vous  perdre,  que  la  baffeffc  de  leur  moyens 
et  Taudace  de  leurs  pretentions.     Citoyens, 

vous  les   reconnoitrez   facilement ;  lorfque  - 

'  '^  .       .  *•     • 

Tennemi  s'avance,  celui  qui  vous  invite  a 

egorger  des  femmes  et  des  hommes  def- 

armes,  celui-la  vous  a  trahit  et  vous  perd ; 

cet  autre  qui  vous  invite  a  la  paix  entrc 

vous,   qui   vous  crie  de    marcher   fur   les 

Prufliens :  eh,  bien  !  celui  la  eft  votre  ami. 

Repouflez  done  les  traitres  qui  vous  agitent 

et  vous  divifent ;  faites  cefler  les  defordres, 

les 
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f  t 

les  profcriptions,  ct  vous  verrez  une  fouk 
de  defenfeurs  fe  reunir  a  vous,  travailler  et 
combattre  pour  vous* 

^'  J'entends  dire,  mais  no$  armees  peuvent 
eprouvcr  dcs  revers :  et  alors,  les  Prufliens 
▼iendront-ils  a  Paris?  Non,  ils  n'jr  vi6n* 
dront  pas,  non,  fi  les  citoyens  fe  rdunif- 
fent,  et  fi  Paris  fe  met  en  etat  de  defenfe : 

car  alors  ils  feroient  accables  fous  le  debris 
de  rarmec  qu'ils  auroient  vaincue,  comme 
Samfon  fous  le  Temple  qu'il  avoit  ren- 
Yerft  * '* 

This 

*  What  can  be  the  caufe  qf  this  unwillingncff 
among  the  beft  citizens  ?  Ah !  Gentlemen,  there  is  no 
concealing  it;  thofe  hatred s^thofe  infamous  accufationsy 
thofe  arbitrary  arrefts,  thofe  rumours  of  profcriptions, 
of  plots;  thofe  perfonal  attacks,  thofe  violations  of  pro^ 
perty,  this  contempt  of  the  laws,  all  thofe  diftrefling 
€m:umftances  have  fpread  conftemation  and  terror. 

The  virtuous  man  hides  himfelf ;  he  flies  with  hor- 
ror  from  thofe  fcenes  of  blood: — good  reafon  have  the 
virtuous  to  hide  themfelves  when  the  wicked  triumph. 

They 
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This  is  unqueftionably  a  very  fine  piece 
bf  eloquence ;  but  what  effect  can  eloquence 
Have  on  the  hearts  of  men  capable  of  rob- 
bery 

They  ite  fileiit,  th^y  rdtitt,  and  Wait  for  happier 
times  before  they  appear  again. 

Ti9ies  of  revolution  produce  men  Who  are  at  once 
hypocritical  and  ferocious^  as^  after  tempefts,  the  pores 
of  the  earth  lend  forth  dcftruftive  infefts, 

'Thofe  perverfe  men  accufe  virtue  itfelf  of  ariftbcracy, 
that  tkey  may  trample  updn  it  with  impunity  ^  and 
adorn  crimes  with  the  name  of  democracy)  thit  they 
may  be  allowed  to  commit  them :  thus  they  difgrace  the 
nobleft  of  all  caufes^  thofe  of  the  people,  and  of  liberty. 

O  my  fellow-citizens,    you  fee  how  deeply  I  am  * 
affedled !  Citizens,  tear  the  mafk  from  thofe  wretches 
who  have  nothing  to  deceive  you  with,  but  the  moft 
defpicable  means,  and  the  moft  impudent  pretenfions. 

Citizens,  you  may  eaiily  difcover  them.-^He  who^ 
when  the  enemy  advances,  excites  you  to  flaughter 
women  and  unarmed  men^  it  is  he  who  betrays  am^ 
tuins  you.  That  other,  who  perfuades  you  to  peac^ 
among  yourfelves,  and  to  march  againft  the  PruHlanSy 
he  is  your  friend* 

Rejeft  then  the  traitors  who  agitate  and  divide  you. 

VOL-  I*  £  e  Put 
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hcrji  and  murdet  ?  they  muftibe^fobdtied  hj 
other  weaponSi 

Calais,  Sept.2o« 

There  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that 
anarcjliy:  atKi,foaie  a^.  eyept  ofr  hoiTQi;  will 
foon  take  place  atrEari^^outf-i^j^i^mnteti^^r 
eeived  this  day  infibrm^.  u;^^  tbat  the^  fame 
manoeuvres  are  going. on  at  prefent  that 
were  perfornpied  previous  to  the  fccond  of 
Septeni,b€E..  Njpws  arp  ii^di^^iftuPy  %rea4 
one  day«  that  DuroourkarhW-  |^HJ#4i  a. vic- 
tory ;  and  the  following  day  it*  ia  drcukt@d^ 
with  equal  induftry,  that  he  is  defeated^ 
and  it  is  thought  that  this  is  done  by  emif- 

Piit  an  end  to  difordcr  and  profcripticyB,  and  you  wiB 
immediately  behold  a  number  of  defenders,  who  witt 
•unite  their  efforts,  and  fight  for  you. 

But  it  is  faid,  our  armies  may  be  repulfed,  and  then" 
the  Pjuffians  will  come  to  Paris. — No,  they  cannot 
come  if  the  citizens  unite,  and  if  Paris  is  put  in  a  ftatft 
of  defence,  becaufe  they  will  be  cruflied  by  thejemain§ 
of  the  army  they  defeated,  as  Sarafon  was  by  the 
temple  he  overthrewv 

fanes 
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hm»  01  tlic  enemy,  that  the  jpeople,  white 
their  minds  ate  agitated^  may  fall  on  feme 
deftmdive  mcafure  now,  as  they  did  then. 
iPfacarts  have  been  ftnck  on  the  walls,  in- 
viting the  populace  to  extetetinat^  the  four 
hundred  members  of  the  Mational  Affembly 
who  voted  againft  iceufing  M^  k  Fayetta 
At  bhe  of  the  feitions,  the  inequality  of 
fortune  was  deelaimed  againft^  and  an  agra^ 
rian  kw  propofed. 

This  Was  to  have  been  expedied  from  the 
mftant  that  th^  word  Egaliti  was  brought 
forward  in  the  way  it  has  lately  been-— Equal 
laWs,  and  impartial  juftiee,  may  have  been 
originally  meant  \  but  equal  wealth,  it  was 
natural  to  expert,  would  be  the  explanation 
of  the  people^  particularly  fuch  as  have  no^ 
thing. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  is  chofen  one  of  tlm 
deputies  for  the  department  of  Paris :  he 
was  propofed,  according  to  our  accounts, 
by  the  fame  people  who  propofed  Marat  j 

E  e  2  but 
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but  the  name  of  Orleans,  as  being  nearly 
allied  to  the  crown,  gave  offence  to  the 
eleftors;  he,  therefore,  defired  the  general 
council  of  the  commune  of  Paris  to  give 
him  another  name,  more  agreeable  to  the 
ears  of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  confequence 
of  this  requeft,  the  council  have  fignified  to 
him  that,  as  a  reward   for  that   zeal  for 

V 

liberty  which  he  had  manifefted  from  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution,  and  even 
before  that  period,  and  for  his  attachment 
to  the  caufe  of  the  people  ever  fmce,  they 
would  adorn  him  with  the  beautiful  name 
of  Equality  (du  beau  nom  d'Egalite.) 

Confidering  the  immenfe  fortune  of  Mon- 
fieur  Egalite,  and  the  difproportion  it  bears 
to  what  would  fall  to  his  fhare  in  cafe  the 
patriots  who  pufh  the  agrarian  law  fliould 
carry  .their  point,  one  can  hardly  think  that 
this  new  name  is  very  agreeable  to  him.  K^s 
former  name  gave  offence  becaufe  too  near 
to  the   crown;  his  prcfent  beautiful  new^ 

name 
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name  may  give  offence,  becaufe  it  is  at  too 
great  a  diftance  from  the  immenfity  of  his 
wealth. 

'  All  the  patriotifm  he  has  difplayed  before 
or  fince  the  revolution,  however  pure  and 
free  from  refcntment  or  felfifli  motives,  may 
not  fecure  him  from  that  ingratitude  which 
heroes  and  ftatefmen  fo  often  experience. 
.  Were  not  all  the  fervices  rendered  to  their 
country  by  Miltiades,  Ariftides,  Camillus, 
and  Scipio,  repaid  with  ingratitude  ?  What 
then  can  Monfieur  Egalite  expeiJJ:  ?  The 
prefent  race  of  Parifians  differ  in  fome  re* 
fpeds,  it  is  true,  from  the  ancient  Greeks 
and  Romans ;  they  may,  however,  refemble 
them  in  ingratitude :  but,  even  iii  that  cafe, 
they  cannot  deprive  him  of  the  ieftimony  of 
his  confcience. 

Rolland,  the  minifter,  has  informed  the 
Aflembly  that,  on  the  night  of  the  fixteenth 
of  this  month,  the  Garde- Meuble,  where 
the  crown-jewels  are  kept>  was  broke  open, 

E  e  3  and 
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and  that  diamoods  and  other  valuable  tkwg)! 
had  beefi  canied  away^ 

The  Pruflfian  ariny,  now  on  the  road  to 
Paris,  may  probabty  ccMic^v^  that  t)in  iofft 
Cdls  on  th<;Q^  rather  than  ^ay  body  elfe. 

Calais^  Sept.  tr. 

The  French  and  German  armies  haye  aU 

•  •  .  ■  ' 

ready  met— they  have  had  fome  panial 
{hocks;  the  fuperiprity  cf  the  latter  appears 
on  every  occdlion,  as  every  body  indeed 
forefaw,  particularly  thofe  ^rho  have  been 
bred  to  the  military  profeffion,  many  of 
\vhom  I  have  heard  aflert,  before  I  came  to 
France,  that  twenty  or  twenty-five  thoufand 
of  the  difcipHned  troops  of  Pruflia,  would 
drive  all  the  noify  rabble  of  national  guards 
before  them  like  a  flock  of  flieep,  and  th?it 
they  could  meet  with  no  ferious  oppolition 
except  from  fortified  towns.  I  was  always 
nnwilfing  to  believe,  that  feverity  of  dif- 
tipline  gave  a  greater  probability  of  viSory 
chafi  all  the  enlbufiafm  ^hich  cpuld  %ring 

from 
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£rol»  the  bdft  &f  ^au£e8 :  kkdi&greeabfetd 
laaagim},  that  the  cahetof  theferjeant  can> 
makt  "ineii  ^ght  l>etter  than  the  idea  of  ^e-^ 
&h(^ttg  all  that  is  dear  in  life.  FrdBt  wlmt 
has  'bapp toed  bitbbrtd  in  tMa  campatign 
2^gabift  France,  that  tpre^ofkjic^    tiHagrbe- 

ayennit  h.  i/^ill  be  xon&?med     Fdr  trbat 

*  '       ■■         - 

jklil^  the  French  done  with  all  their  ehtha- 

fiafm?  Theianl^  towtiaahthdirfi:*oatiersthfi)C 
have  beeh  feribufly  attacked  ore  taken ;  their 

armin  ^continue  to  rfetfire  before  the  eneipy ; 
Genenal  DdrnstDuritr  himfelf,  in  a  letter  to 
M.  Servan,  thie  tninilber  of  the  war  depart- 
ihenty  fays,  that^^  in  an  attack  on  his  rear, 
ten  thoufand  men  had  run  away  ihamefnilj 
from  fifteen  hundred  of  the  enemy— ^What 
is  to  be  expeded  from  fuch  an  army  f 

Every  thing,  in  the  mean  time^  feems 
in  a  dreadful  (late  at  Paris.  M.  Roiland 
ha^  diade  fome  very  earneft  reprefent^tioill 
of  the  difordcrs  "which  exift^  to  the  National 
Aflembly  J  itt  one,  he  ftys^  that  five  hiin- 

E  e  4  dred 
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dred  cidzeos  have  been  aixefted  by  oiidav 
of  the  committee  of  the  municipality ^  aod 
that  the  prifons  will  foon  be  as  full  as  they 
were  before  the  fecond  of  September  j  in 
confequence  of  which,  Vergniaud  declaims^ 
and  the  Aflembly  decree ;  but  the  remedbs 
pointed  out  are  not  applied,  the,  decrees  are 
not  obeyed,  the  executive  power  feems  ililt 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  committees  choiea 
from  the  community  of  Paris,  which  are 
thought  to  be  direded  by  men  of  atrocious 
charaders,  fufpedted  of  being  the  authors 
of  the  maiTacres.  In  the  midfl;  of  this  awful 
fcene  of  confufion,  the  Aflbmbly  fpend 
many  hours  in  regulating  the  various  ar*^ 
tides  of  the  propofed  decree  refpeding 
divorce. 

At  a  time  when  two  frontier  towns  are 

taken,  their  armies  repulfed,  and  the  enemy 
adyancingr — when  their  feUowrcitizens  are 
thrown  into  prifop  in  the  moft  arbitrary 
»gnner,  and  th^y   themfelvcs  threatened 

by 
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by  aflaffinf ;  for  men,  at  fuch  a  moment,  to 
fl^w  as  much  an^dety  to  get  rid  of  theb 
wives,  as  of  all  the  other  evils  puttogether^ 
gives  a  ftrong  idea  of  the  mifery  which 
&ofe  poor  men  muft  have  endured  in  their 
married  ftate. 

A  courier  arrived  laft  night  from  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  requiring  ten  thoufand 
men  more  from  this  department,  Du  Pas-de« 
Calais :  this  occafions  a  good  deal  of  unea- 
fmefs— the  town  of  Calais  will  be  under 
fome  difficulty  to  furnifli  its  quota. 

It  has  rained  inceffantly  for  fome  days; 
if  the  fame  has  been  the  cafe  where  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick's  army  is,  it  muft  greatly 
impede  his  progrefs,  and  diftrefs  the  fol- 
diers. 

As  I  flood  for  fhelter  frbm  the  rain,  un- 
der the  piazza  of  the  town-houfe,  I  ob* 
ferved  twp  women  who  had  juft  obtained 
paflports  for  England,  one  was  in  the  cha« 

rs^er  of  maid  to  the  other ;  flie  who  was 

dreifed 


jveflfed^  the  BMkl,.ifiawom<lQ*a£lHGlfl^,;  I 
Hftd  ieea  bar  ieeqiiieiHb)/^  w<licb  at  B«ris^  pH 
|;^(^;rei^  quaUt^ ;  tlo^  ieeteod  impatiaiit  to 
g|Qt  ;awaj^  and  droSdd  the  ^fiforalpe  in  t^e 
itiidft  qf  tffacTbm  tojgn  m  l]ke  packetMiyeaL^^^ 
Her  impatience  proceeded  parth|r5  i  ftippo£ev 
frcrm  i«)Gafieeft  M  beiog  tmci^^  though 
}  turjaed  my  face  fro^i  her  the  IfibCinitot  I 
Ciw  her,  for  f^i^ar  of  ^AvJiQg  th^  AkT^cionii  I 
q.m  hajpipj  to  thiAk  tbef  haye^^t  t^4tf 
wkbout  farther  trouiila  T)m^  Udy^  how-^ 
ever,  mwOi  have  ^roog  f eafen^  for  quitting 
'  France  at  preietK,  ^cau&v^by  the  law^aiilaft 
emigraats^  which,  by  aa  unjuft  and  crud 
cxtenfion,  reaches  to  ie{i>a}>g8|  htt  wJMt 
fortune  will  be  forfeited. 

A  number  of  poor  priefts  have  fled  to 

Hm  place,   and  are   fkul^is^g  in  diif&r^ent 
honfes,  till  fuch  time  as  they  C£^ii  i^nd  op*^ 

|>ortunitie8  to  croft  over  to  Dov6r. 

I  know  one  pious  and  charitable,  ladyi^ 
who  has  been  very  ferviceable  to  fcreral,- 

?indi 
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and  cepceak  ami  eatertains  them  dU  they 
fism  be  coniKcjred  away  with  fa&t jr. 

September  it. 

I  havQ  heard  and  readjof  many  perfecu* 
tioens  which  ware  excked  by  priefts  in  all 
iconntries :  the  only  periceaticm  I  ever  wa 
wknefs  to^  is  that  which  eadfts  at  prefeot 
againft  diem  in  this  "coumry,  and  a  moSt 
Screxc  one  it  ts. 

The  diiHke  which  fome  people  are  fond 
of  expreiffing  againA  particular  dafles  of 
^en,  which,  from  their  nature,  mud  com« 
pehend  men  of  all  charafters,  like  that 
whkh  others  exprefs  to  the  natives  of  par«- 
ijtidular  <x)untries,  always  proceeds  from  a 
i:hii^U9i9  illiberal,  ^nd  uncandid  turn  of 

mind« 

•     ■  -  « 

The  clergy  of  France  have  been  tr^ted 
with  cruelty  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  re^ 
volution :  tfaalt  the  church  required  a  radi- 
cal reform,  with  regard  not  only  to  the  ex- 
1teat  of  her  ppileflions^  but  alfp  the  manner 

i^ 
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in  which  they  were  diftributed,  will  be 
pretty  gefierally  allowed :  it  was,  perhaps^ 
expedient  that  many  of  the  great  benefices 
(hould  be  applied  to  the  public  iife  as  they 
became  vacant;  but  what  men  have  ob- 
tained the  poflfeffion  of  by  the  exiftihg  laws 

of  their  country,  they  cannot  juftly  be  de- 
prived of  by  any  future  law;  and  the  le- 
vity with  which  the  hardfliips  put  on  the 
dergy  of  France  is  fpoken  of,  by  many  of 
^    the  laity  of  this  country,  is  very  difgufting. 

But  the  indifference  with, which  men 
lobk  on  adls  of  opprefEon  to  which  they 
themfelves  are  not  expofed,  and  the  indig- 
nation they  €xprefs  againfl  every  a£t  of  the 
fame  nature  to  which  themfelves  are  liable, 
does  not  belong  exclufively  to  men  of  piar- 
ticular  profeffions  or  countries,  it  is,  I  fear, 
in  human  nature, 

I  have  heard  people  who  profeflcd  much 
public  fpirit,  and  uncommon  afiedion  for 
their  country,  declaim  on  the  utility  of  ap- 
plying 
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plying  two-thirds  of  the  church  livbgs  In 
England  to  the  extin£tion  of  the  National 
debt.     When  the  hardfliips  to  which  this 
proje^  would  fiibjeft  the  clergy,  was  dated 
as  a  flight  obje£tion,  they ,  declared  it  no 
objedion  at  all,  but  rather  a  cirpuqiftance  in 
favour  of  the  projeft,  becaufe  it  would  be  a 
juft  punifhment  for  their  felfifhnefs,  and  they 
would  ftill  have  too  much  left  for  men  of  mo- 
derate defires.    But  when  a  fmall  redu£tion 
of  the  legal  intereft  of  money  was  hinted,  as 
a  means  which  would  alfo  facilitate  the  pay- 
ment  of  a  debt  which  feemed  to  lie  fo 
heavy  on  their  minds,  thofe  patriots,  \yhofe 
money  was  invefted  in  the  funds,  exclaimed 
againft  fuch  an  idea  as  a  flagrant  breach  of 
public  faith,  and  the  moft  horrid  injuftice*    - 

Thofe  who,  taking  advantage  of  a  par- 
ticular tide  of  prejudice,  dired  its  current 
againft  the  clergy,  under  the  pretext  that 
priefts  have  been  perfecutors,  would  them- 
felves,  in  thofe  days  of  perfecution^j  have 

been 
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been  diegfcatcA  o/all  |terftcutdr»^  had  lli^f 
been  prieftsr 

The  *  fcverity  of  feme  late  deci^ees  igimll 
thofe  oi  the  French  clergy  mtKo  rd&airr  fiom 
takihgvthe  cathsi  feens  to  me  bigbfy  un« 
^uftifiabk.  How  can  any  candid  mmd  feel 
Fefencment  againft  men  for  faerifidng  thetf 
inCereA,  tbeir  eftabGfhmeni  in  fife,  from  a 
fcrupte  of  confeieneei  Taking  it  ki  tfed 
worft  Kght,  5l  can  only  be  conftrued  into 
weaknefa. 

Yet  tbefe  cottfcientiotis,  or  fimple  nxeti, 
have  been  deprived  of  their  livings',  bantfh-^ 
ed  their  country,  and  many  of  them.  maC* 
facred  as  they  were  going  into  baniihment. 

But  many  of  the  clergy,  who  refufe  to 
take  the-  oaths,  are  accufed  of  exciting  the 
people  to  infurretStioa  againft  the  new  go* 
vemment,  and  to  infuk  the  clergy  who 
have  taken  them*  Let  thofc  againft  which 
thts^  is  proved  be  punrfhed  according  to  law  j 
but  let  not  the  innocent  be  psrnifhed  in  a 

6  manner 
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manner  which  wouFd  Be  barbarous^  if  cvcfi 
inffided  on  the  guilty* 

Nothing  has  expofed  the  Kihg  to  fo  much 
fufpicion  and  obloquy,  as  his  choofihg  his 
chapMn  and  confeflbr  from  among  thofe 
priefts  who  refufe  to  take  the  eaths :  none 
but  of  this  clafs  were  feen  at  court,  or  ad- 
n^itted  into  the  Tuileries  for  fome  time  be- 
fore the  I  oth  of  Auguft,  which  was  thought 
a  proof  of  his  Majefty  s  approbation  of  their 
principles  and  conduct ;  and,  in  fpite  of  his 
hs^ying  hin^felf  accepted  and  fWorn  to  the 
conftitution,  this  partiality  to  the  priefts 
who  had  done  neither,  was  reprefented  by 
his  enemies  as  an  evidence  that  in  his  heart 
he  hated  the  conftitution,  had  a  fecret  corre- 
fpondence  with  his^brothers,  and  was  doing 
every  thing  he  durft  ventiwre  to  favour  the 
defigns  of  the  enemies  of  France. 

There  is  abfurdity,.  however,  as  well  as 
want  of  charity  in  this  interpretation;  for  if 
the  King  is  (a  devoid  of  principle  as  to  en- 
gage. 
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gage  ia  a  plot  ta  betray  his  country^  and 
olrerturn  the  conftitution  to  which  he  hste 
fwbrn  to  be  fsdthful,  how  fliould  he  be  fa 
fcrupuloud  as  to  refufe  to  employ  thofe 
priefts  who  could  render  him  moft  popuIaTf 
and,  of  coiirfe,  eiiable  him  the  better  to 
carry  on  the  plot? 

To  fuppofe  he  was  engaged  in  fuch  a 
confpiracy,  is  Aippofing  him  a  man  of  nei- 
ther principle  nor  piety :  *  to  accuse  him  of 
employing  piiefts  whom  his  confcience  ap- 

« 

pfoved,  in  preference  to  thofe  whom  policy 
pointed  out,  is  admitting  that  he  poflefles 
both* 

from  all  1  have  leatnt  of  Lewis  the  Six-^ 
teenth,  he  is  a  man  of  integrity,  devoid  of 
ambition,  but  with  an  uncommon  (hare  of 
indolence ;  whofe  difpofition  is  better  thad 
his  underftanding,  and  his  underilanding 
fuperior  to  his  condudt ;  whofe  inclinations 
are  naturally  benevolent;  whofe  opinions 
are  generally  juft,  but  whofe  adions  are 

fometimes 
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fometimes  improper,  becaufe  they  are  in- 
fluenced by  thofe  who  poflefs  lefs  reSitudc 
than  himfelf. 

The  preference  he  gives  to  priefts  who 
refufe  to  take  the  oathd  feems  to  injure 
him  as  much  in  the  minds  of  the  po« 
pular  leaders,  as  that  which  Charles  the 
Firft  gave  to  the  clergy  of  the  church  of 
England  injured  him  in  the  minds  of  the 
prefbyterians  and  independents.  Charles 
has  even  been  confidered  as  a  martyr  to  the 
church  of  England*  The  inviolability 
which  the  conftitution  gives  to  Lewis  will 
fecure  him  from  the  fame  fate,  whatever  de- 
gree of  rancour  his  enemies  may  bear  him. 

September  23* 

Orders  came  a  few  days  fmce  from  M.  Ser« 
van,  the  war  minifter,  for  one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  mufkets  to  be  carried  from 
St.  Omer  to  Reims  for  the  ufe  of  the  volun- 
teers going  to  Dumourier's  army,  many  of 
whom  advance  no  farther  than  the  latter 
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town  for  want  of  arms*  As  this  conro^ 
paiTed  through  the  town  of  St.  Qaintin,  it 
was  (lopped  by  three  battalions  of  national 
volunteers ;  they  alfo  were  in  want  of  muC* 
kcts,  which,  however,  were  ready  for  them 
at  the  department  of  the  north,  to  which 
thofe  battalions  were  marching.  Without 
liftening  to  this  afllirance,  or  any  thing  elfe 
that  was  faid,  they  feized  the  arms  of  the 
convoy  j  many  were  broken  in  the  tumult, 
and  the  troops  at  Reims  difappointed. 

General  Dumourler  wykes  tp  the  wft« 
minifter,  that,  having  thought  proper  to 
change  his  fituation,  his  army  was  attacked 
by  the  enemy  during  his  march ;  that  a 
panic  had  feized  the  rear  of  his  army ;  that 
ibme  cowardly  or  treacherous  foldiers  had 
called  out,  **  Sauve  qui  pent,  nous  fpmmes 
trahis^P'  that  ten  thoufand  men  had  fled 
from  one  thoufand  five  hundred  of  the 
«nemy ;  and  that  if  thofe  one  thoufand 

*  Let  thofe  favc  themfelvcs  who  can,  wc  are  all 
li^trayed. 
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five  hticidredhad  puflxed  on  with  vigoiu:,  the 
whole  army  might  have  been  thrown  into 
ppnfufion ;  but  this  not  having  been  done^ 
his  army  had  recovered  their  fpirits,  and 
were  now  in  a  good  fituation.  He  writes 
in  a  ftyle  of  the  greateft  confidence^  that  h? 
tsxpedls  to  form  a  junction  with  Kellerma^ 
and  Bournonville  very  fooP)  and  has  not 
the  leaft  doubt  of  repulfing  the  enemyt 

It  may  be  highly  proper  in  s^  General  to 
write  in  this  manner  to  the  laft ;  but  I  can 
..  hardly  think  that  he  has  the  confidence  he 
pretends^  What  depends^ncq  can  be  had  oa 
men  who  rob  their  own  convoys^  and  run 
away  at  the  fight  of  the  enemy  ?  Thefe  are 
the  charaderiftics  of  a  mob,  not  of  foldiers« 
I  do  not  IfQow  what  impreflion  this  letter 
made  on  the  National  Aflembly,  but  the 
inhabitants  of  this  place  are  fully  perfuaded 
that  Dumourier  will  be  4s  good  as  his  word  j 
not  that  they  believe  their  General  to  be  fu» 
perior  in  military  ffeiU  to  the  Dulce   of 

J'f2  Brunfwiclfi 
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« 

Brunfwicfe,  their  expedations  arc  founded 
on  their  convi£tion  of  the  fuperior  valour  of 
the  French  over  that  of  the  Germans,  or  any 
other  people ;  and  fhould  they  hear  that  Du- 
mourier  is  beaten,  and  his  army  difperfed,  I 
am  perfuaded  they  will  impute  it  to  him,  or 
to  the  mercenaries  in  the  pay  of  France,  but 
not  to  want  of  fpirit  in  the  national  troops. 
The  misfortunes  of  war  are  apt  to  be  laid 
to  the  charge  of  the  General  by  the  popu- 
lace of  every  country,  who  are  all  convinced 
that  their  couritrymen  are  fuperior  to  their 
neighbours  in  the  moft  eflential  part  of  a 
foldier's  charader;  and  therefore,  when 
■the  armies  receive  a  fevere  check,  or  are 
defeated,  they  immediately  fufpeft  the  Ge- 
neral of  treachery.  The  French,  pofleffing 
mpre  fenfibility,  and  perhaps  more  levity, 
than  fome  of  their  neighbours,  are,  of  courfe, 
more  fubje£t  to  thofe  fufpicions;  though 
their  neareft  neighbour,  who  is  generally 
believed  to  be  of  a  far  more  cold  and 

V 
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phlegmatic  temperament,  has  given  dreadful 
proofs  of  being  fufceptible  of  the  fame  un-» 
juft  way  of  thinking,  and  of  all  the  exceffei 
which  it  is  apt  to  produce  *• 

National  pride  is  lefs  offended  when  the 
lofs  of  battles  is  imputed  to  the  treachery 
of  a  few,  or  indeed  to  any  caufe  whatever, 
rather  than  to  an  inferiority  of  fpirit  or 
courage  in  the  troops.  Courage  is  a  quality 
which  the  inhabitants  of  every  country  in 
the  world,  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
have  claimed  to  themfelves  in  a  fupreme 
degree. 

The  French  have  always  thought  them- 
felves fuperior  to  any  nation  in  Europe,  in 
military  virtue;  that  they  even  think  them- 
felves a  match  for  feveral  combined  againft 
them,  they  afford  a  ftrong  proof  at  prefent. 

Nee  pluribus  impar,  was  confidered  as  a 
rodomontade  when    adopted  as    a   motto 

f  The  maflacre  of  the  De  Witu's  by  the  Dutch. 
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by  Louis  XIV,— it  is  now  confidered  as  A 
truth  by  the  generality  of  the  French  na- 

tioUf 

t  have  heard  Scotchmen  aflert,  that  ttve 
entire  conqueft  of  France  by  the  Englifhi 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  was  prevented 
Jolely  by  a  body  of  feven  thoufand  Scots, 
commanded  by  their  countryman  the  Earl 
of  Buchan»  Conftable  of  France :  and  others 
endeavour  to  prove,  that  the  vidories  of 
Guftavus  Adolphus  were  chiefly  owing 
to  about  the  fame  number  of  Scots  who 
fcrved  in  his  army.  The  common  people 
of  Scotland,  at  this  day,  would  think  any 
roan  deprived  of  his  reafpn,  who  would 
for  a  moment  imagine  that  an  army  of 
any  nation, commanded  by  any  General  that 
^ver  lived,  could  have  withftood  half  the 
number  of  their  countrymen  led  by  Sir 
William  Wallace* 

The  Englifli,  who  laugh  at  their  neigh* 
bours  fpr  this  national  partiality^  ar^  fiif- 
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peded  of  having  their  full  fhare  of  it,  and 
of  not  always  confining  it  to  the  human 
inhabitants  of  their  country. 

A  good  many  years  ago,  returning  from 
Paris  to  London,  I  met  with  a  certain 
Englifliman  at  Calais^  who  had  be^n  ex* 
hibiting  in  fome  of  the  towns  of  Flanders 
and  the  French  provinces  with  a  fwarm  of 
bees,  which  he  pretended  to  have  under 
his  command :— -among  other  manoeuvres, 
he  faid,  he  could  make  two  fwarms  of  thefe 
animals  engage  in  battle  with  each  other-^ 
an  Englifh  fwarm,  for  example,  with  a 
French.  - 

And  pray,  iaid  a  Frenchniail  who  was 
prefent,  can  you  make  which  fide  you  pleafe 
vifl:orious  f . 

To  which  th<  othir  ver)^  gravely  replied^ 
that  he  could  not  give  the  viSory  to  the 
French  unlefs  they  were  a  little  more  than 
double  the  number  of  the  Eoglifb ;  becauft 
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an  Englifh  bee  was  prccifely  equal  to  two 
French  ones. 

When  we  came  to  Dover,  the  French- 
man, who  was  going  to  London,  and 
had  taken  his  pafTage  in  the  fame  packet- 
boat  with  me,  put  me  in  mind,  a  little  be- 
fore we  parted,  of  the  bee-man's  declara- 
tion, which  he  had  not  been  able  to  digeft^ 
and  alked  if  I  really  believed  that  there  was 
fuch  a  difierence  between  French  and  Eng* 
lifh  beest     ,  - 

Till  that  inilant  I  had  not  remarked  that 
the  Frenchman  was  hurt ;  I  had  taken  it 
for  granted  that  he  had  feen  the  bee-man*s 
aflertion  in  the  fame  light  that  I  did. 

Being  now  convinced  of  my  error,  I  an- 
fwered  coldly,  that  perhaps  the  bee-man ' 
had  gone  too  far  in  aflerting  that  one  Eng- 
lifti  bee  was  equ^l  to  two  French  ones  j  but 
ihftt  I  wa$  inclined  to  believe  that  two 
Snglifli  bee?  would  b?  a  pretty  good  match 
Iqx  thy^e  French, 
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Ah,  Monfieur!  faid  the  Frenchmaii 
complaifantly^  ccla  peut-etre. 

But,  whatever  they  may  think  of  the 
prowefs  of  their  bees,  a  very  ftrong  preju- 
dice  has  always  prevailed  iti  every  country 
ia  favour  of  the  perfonal  valour  and  miti- 
tary  virtues  of  their  countrymen*  They 
may  grant  that  other  coantries  have  a  fu- 
pcriority  in  philofophy,  in  divinity,  in  the 
fiae  arts,  in  all  the  arts  of  peace — in  all  the 
arts  which  tend  to  render  men  happy,  but 
liever  in  that  which  fpreads  devaftation  and 
mifery,  never  in  that  art  which  gives  the 
power  of  fubduing  and  domineering. 

Excudent  alii  fpirantia  mollius  aera. 
Credo  equidcm ;  vivos  ducent  de  marmore  vultus| 
Orabunt  caufas  melius :  coelique  meatus 
Defcribent  radio,  et  furgentia  fidera  dicent : 
Tu  regere  imperio  populos,  Romane,  memento : 
Hse  tibi  erunt  artes  y  pacifque  imponere  morem, 
FaTC^re  fubjeftisj  et  debeUare  fuperbos. 

September 
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September  24^ 

A  gentiemah  of  ctiantdcr,  on  whofe  veri- 
elty  I  have  reliance,  informed  me  that  he  was 
At  Verfailles  on  the  day  that  the  mailacre  df 
the  prifoners  from  Orleans  happened :  he  had 
left  Paris  that  morning,  and^  on  his  arrival 
at  Verfailles^  heard  that  the  prifoners  were 
expeded ;  but  had  no  idea  when  he  kt  out, 
nor  did  he  obferve  any  thing  after  he  ar*- 
rived  at  Verfaillesi,  which  gave  him  a  fut 
picion  of  fuch  an  event:  he  vr&iX  and 
3valked  a  conliderable  tim^  in  the  gahl^ns; 
during  this  interval  the  prifoners  arrived, 
and  that  mod  atrocious  fceiae  of  bloodfhed 
was  performed*  On  his  return  from  the 
gardens,  he  faw  the  mangled  bodies  of  5  a 
men  lying  in  a  flreet  on  the  left  hand  as 
you  go  to  the  chateau  from  Paris ! — Some 
of  the  lower  fort  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ver- 
failles were  looking  on;  the  reft,  ftruck  with 
terror,  were  fhut  up  in  their  fbopa  and 
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toufes.    The  body  of  the  Duke  of  Briffafi 
Was  pointed  out— the  head  and  one  of  the 
hands  was  cut  off!  -^^  a  man  flood  near 
fmoking  tobacco^  with  his  fword  drawn, 
and  a  human  hand  {luck  on  its  point  !--^ 
another  fellow  walked  carelefsly  among  the 
bodies  with  the  entire  arm  of  another  of 
the  pf  ifonei*s  fixed  to  the  point  of  his  fword  I 
This  gentleman  afterwards  faw  a  waggon 
arrive,  into  whieh  was  thrown  as  many  of 
the  ilaughtered  bodies,  as  the  horfes  could 
draw  !-^A  boy  of  about  fourteen  years  of 
age  was  within  the  waggon,  affifting  to  re* 
ceive  the  bodies  as  they  were  put  in,  and 
packing  them  in  the  mod  convenient  man^ 
ner,  with  an  air  of  as  niuch  indifference  at 
if  they  had  been  fo  many  parcels  of  goods ! 
One  of  the  wretches  who  threw  in  the  bo- 
dies, and  who  probably  had  aflifled  in  the 
maffacre,  faid  to  the  fpedators,  in  praife  of 
the,  boy's  adivity,  ^*  Voyez  ce  petit  boa 
bommei  comme  il  eft  hard!/' 

S  The 
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The  affafliDS  of  the  prifoncrs  were  a  party 
vrho  had  come  from  Paris  oa  the  precede 
ing  evening,  moft  of  them  in  poft-chdfes, 
for  that  purpofe,  and  who  attacked  thofe 
unhappy  men  while  they  remained  in  the 
ftreet  waiting  till  the  gate  of  the  prifoa 
which  was  prepared  for  their  reception 
ihould  be  opened. 

The  circumftances  of  thofe  affaffins  hav- 
ing come  from  Paris  the  night  before,  and 
moil  of  them  in  poft-chaifes,  or  in  the 
ufual  carriages  which  go  to  Verfailles,  are 
flrong  prefumptions,  that  they  were  a  de- 
tachment from  the  bloody  band  who  per- 
formed the  executions  in  the  prifons,  and 
that  thefe  executions  by  no  means  pro- 
ceeded from  the  emotions  of  rage  and  de- 
fpair  in  the  people,  but  from  a  pre-deter- 
mined  plan,  formed  by  a  fet  of  men  who 
have  ufurped  a  great  deal  of  power  of  late, 
which  they  wifli  to  increafe,  and  who  think 
this  dreadful  ad  was  neceflary  foctheir  own 

fafety. 
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iafcty.— The  detachment  which  had  guard- 
ed the  prifoners  from  Orleans,  flood  fhamc* 
ful  and  paffive  fpeftators  of  the  maflacre* 

The  miferable  prifoners  being  all  unarm- 
ed, and  fome  of  them  fettered,  could  do 
nothing  in  their  own  defence :  they  were 
moft  of  them  ftabbed— -and  a  few,  who  at- 
tempted refiftance,  were  cut  down  with 
fabres. 

There  never  was  a  more  barbarous  and 
daftardly  aftion  performed  in  the  face  of 
the  fun.  —  Gracious  Heaven!  were  thofc 
barbarities,  which  would  difgrace  favages, 
committed  by  Frenchmen!  by  thaj;  lively 
and  ingenious  people,  whofe  writings  arc 
fo  much  admired,  whofe  fociety  has  been 
fo  much  courted,  and  whofe  manners  have 

Ik 

been  io  much  imitated  by  all  the  neigh- 
bouring nations  ? — ^This  atrocious  deed,  ex- 
ecuted in  the  ftreets  of  Verfailles,  and  the 
horrors  committed  in  the  prifons  of  ParisfJ  - 

will  fix  indelible  ftains  on  the  charader 
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ef  the  French  nation.  It  is  faid^  thofe  baiw 
barities  revolted  the  hearts  of  many  of  the 
citizens  of  P^is  and  VetfailleS)  as  much  as 
they  could  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  ol^I^on-* 
i]on  or  Windfor.  It  is  alfo  faid)  that  thofe 
inalFacres  were  not  committed  by  the  inhar 
bitants  of  Paris  or  Verfaillgs,  but  by  a  fet 
pf  hired  aflaffins  !  -^r^  But  who  hired  thofe 
afTaflins  ?  Who  remained  in  fhamcful  ftupor 
iand  daftardly  inactivity  while  their  laws 
^were  infulted,  their  prifons  were  violated, 
and  their  fellow-citizens  butchered  in  the 
open  ilreets  ?  I  do  not  believe,  that  from, 
the  wiekedeft  gangs  of  highwaymen,  houfei- 
breakers,  ^nd  pick-pockets,  thiit  infefl  Lont- 

don  and  the  neighbourhood,  men  could  be 
felefted  who  could  be  bribed  to  murder, 
in  cold  blood,  fuch  a  number  of  their 
countrymen ! — ?^nd  if  they  could,  I  am  con?- 
vinced  that  no  degree  of  popular  delufiop 
they  are  capable  of,  no  pretext,  no  .motive 
^{latever,  could  have  made  the  Inlu^bitdntf 

ef 
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of  London  or  Windfor,  or  of  any  town  of 
Great  Briton,  fufier  fuch  dreadful  eitecu- 
tions  to  be  performed  within  their  wallif 

September  a;. 

General  Dumourler  has  ordered  fifty  of 
the  moft  guilty  of  thofe  who,  by  their  cow* 
ardly  or  treacherous  cries,  fpread  confufion 
through  his  troops  on  their  retreat  from  hh 
G^mp  at  Grand  Prd,  to  be  ftript  of  their  uni-* 
form^  pinioned,  and  in  this  difgraceful  con« 
dition  carried  to  Paris,  and  delivered  to  the 
fe£^pn  to  which  they  belong. 

He  has  publilhed  a  proclamation  or  ad* 
drefs  to  the  foldiers,  the  import  of  which 
is  to  encourage  them,  and  to  give  them  the 
ftrongefl:  aflurances  of  vidory,  provided 
they  have  confidence  in  their  officers,  and 
ihut  their  ears  againfl  the  voice  of  traitors ! 
He  ends  this  addrefs  with  thefe  words—* 
^  ^'  Camarades,  fi  on  fe  reunit  fous  mes  €tenn 
.dards  avec  la  confiance  q^e  des  enfans 
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tfbivent  avoir  en  hm  pere  et  non  autremeitf^ 
je  reponds  de  ces  rois  du  nord,  de  ces  al^i 
teiTes  fereniffimes,  de  ces  cordons  de  toutes 
les  couleurs,  de  ces  paladins  Fran9ois,  qui  fe 
qualifient  encore  des  vains  npms  que  nous 
leur  ayons  enleves :  ils  Iront  a  Paris,  puif* 
qu'ils  le  defirent;  lis  iront  en  trionaph^ 
mais  ce  fera  a  notre  fuite*/* 

He  writes  to  M  Scrvan,  that  he  is  iiouf 
certain  of  effeding  a  junflion  with  the  Gc* 
oerals  Kellerman  and  BournonTille ;  and  adds, 
•*  After  having  been  able  to  keep  the  nume- 
rous armies  of  the  Germans  and  French 
emigrants  in  check,  for  fo  long  a  tiniCf 

*  Fellow-foldJers,  if  you  will  re-unite  finder  tnf 
ftandard  with  that  confidence  which  children  ought  ta 
have  in  their  father,  I  will  be  anfwerable  for  thofe 
kings  of  the  north,  fpr  thofe  high  mightinefles  with 
Aeir  ribbons  of  all  fort  of  colours ;  for  thofe  French 
knight-crrants,  who  ftill  affume  thofe  empty  titles  whidi 
we  ftript  them  of:  they  fhall  gp  to  Paris!  —  yei, 
no  doubt  they  fliall  go,  but  \i  fliall  be  as  our  prifoners. 
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with  ^  handful  of  men^  you  may  reft 
aflured  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  feared, 
now  that  my  arnly  is  equal  to  theirs." 

This  is  fpeaking  in  fo  very  confident  a 
ftrain,  that  I  flxould,  however^  take  it  all  for 
rodomontade,  were  it  not  for  his  having 
honeftly  and  fairly  acknowledged  the  flight 
and  ill  behaviour  of  part  of  his  army  on  the 
march  :  which,  to  be  fure,  is  like  a  man  de- 
termined to  declare  the  truth ;  for  nothing 
could  be  more  mortifying  to  the  army,  to 
the  AflTembly,  and  to  the  French  in  general. 
He  is,  befide,  univerfally  fpoken  of  as  a  man 
of  great  iacutenefs  and  adivity.  But,  after 
all,  it  is  impoffible  to  imagine  that  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick,  a  general  of  the  firft 
reputation,  of  the  age,  with  a  numerous 
army  of  the  beft  difciplined  troops  in 
Europe,  can  be  baffled  by  an  army  of  raw 
foldiers,  led  by  one  who,  with  all  his  na- 
tural quicknefs,  is  without  much  military 
experience :  at  all  events,  the  affair  muft 
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be  decided  foon,  the  armies  are  within  (ight 
of  each  other;  and  while  the  PrufCans 
threaten  Chalons  and  Rheims^  the  Auftrians 
harafs  the  country  near  Lille,  and  fome  of 

their  light  cavalry  have  advanced  within  a 
very  little  of  the  gates  of  Douay •  It  is 
thought  that  they  will  attempt  the  fiege, 
or  at  lead  the  blockade,  of  the  former. 
We  hear,  however,  that  the  Convention  is 
aflemblcd ;  but  I  own  I  ftill  think  it  will 
not  fit  long  at  Paris.  What  renders  this  con* 
jedure  the  more  probable,  and  may  be  added 
to  the  extraordinary  circumftances  above 
enumerated,  is,  that  Marat  is  ftill  permitted 
to  publifli  his  inflammatory  papers,  the  in« 
tention  of  which  evidently  is^  to  exdte  new 
maflkcres  !  In  one  Which  was  pafted  on  the 
walls  of  Paris,  on  the  19th,  he  accufes 
many  of  the  deputies  chofen  for  the  Con- 
vention  of   ariftocratical   and    antirevolu- 

V 

ficnal  principles:  he  denounces  the.  gene- 
rals who  command  the  armies  as  traitors' J 

• '  and 
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9^6,  altnbft all  the  prefent  miniftefsj  paiticw 
larly  RQland,  he  points  as  the  enemies  of  free* 
d§m !  PantoQ,  the  prefi^at  miniAer  of  ju& 
tice,  h  the  only  one  of  the  fix  whp  is  not; 
induded  in  his  pfpfcription ;  and  tbiiS  omiA 
fion  isf  in  the  minds  of  men  of  f^nfe  and 
Int^gdty^  as  pfejudicid  to  Danton^  as  the 
peculiar  rancour  be  ibews  againft  Roland 
is  honour^Ue  to  the  latten 


The  deputies  to  the  National  Affembly, 
to  the  number  of  371,  met  on  the  iift,  iq 
A  hall  of  tbe  Tuileriesi  they  chofe  Petioq 
for  prefid^nt,  and  Condorcet^  Briflbt^  Verg^- 
slaud,  Rabaud)  La  Source^  and  Gamus,  for 
fecretaries,  ^  adjourned  till  the  following 
day}  when  being  again  aflembled  in  the  fame 
iallf  they  fent  a  deputation  of  twelve  of  their 
members  to  inform  the  National  Aflembly 
that  the  Convention  was  conflituted,  and 
about  to  begin  the  exercife  of  the  powers 

G  g  a  which 
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which  had  been  placed  in  their  hands  by 
the  people  of  France. 

The  National  x^ffembly  immediately  de*- 
creed,  that  their  prefident,  M,  Fran^oia  de 
Neufchateau,  at  the  head  of  a  deputation 
of  their  members,  Ihould  wait  on  the  Con- 
vention, and  condudl  them  to  the  hall  of 
the  Feuilians.  The  prefident  then  declared 
the  National  JfeniMy  diffolved,  and  the 
members  attended  him  in  a  body  to  the 
Tuileries,.  where  M,  Fran9ois  pronounced  a 
congratulatory  difcourfe,  in  which  he  in- 
formed the  Convention,  **  That  the  Na- 
tional Affembly  being  diflblvedy  their  firft 
adl  as  citizens  would  be  to  fcrve  as  a  guard 
to  the  Convention,  that  they  might  give  an 
example  to  every  individual,  of  that  refpcft 
which  they  owed  to  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation :  that,  in  ehoofing  them  as  tnem- 
hers  of  this  Convention,  the  Erehch  people 
had  confecrated  the  extraordinary  means 
which  they  had  been  obliged  to  ufe  for  the 

prefer- 
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prefervation  of  twenty-four  millions  of  peo- 
ple, from  the  fatal  effe<as  of  the  perfidy  of 
one  man :  that  the  objeft  of  their  meeting 
was,  to  eilabHih  a  conftitution  on  the  bafis 
of  freedom  and  equality ;  to  give  to  the 
nation  liberty,  laws,  and  pisace^.  liberty,  ^ 
without  which  the  French  difiiained  to  live ; 
laws,  the  firmeft  foundation  of  liberty; 
and  peace,  the  fole  end  and  objed  of 
war." 

The  Convention  then  walked  from  the 
Tuileries  to  the  hall  of  the  Feuillans,  con- 
duded  by  the  members  of  the  National 
Affembly,  through  a  lane  formed  by  an 
immenfe  multitude  of  people,  a  body  of 

,  the  national  guards  being  under -arms,  the 
drums  beating  and  trumpets  founding  dur- 
ing the  proceffion.  The  Convention  having 
taken  pofleflion  of  the  hall,  Manuel  pro- 
pofed  that  the  prefident  of  the  Conven- 
tional Affembly  fhould  be  lodged  in  the 

.  Tuiieries ;  that,  as  often  as  he  appeared  in 

Gg3  public, 
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.  Ii^blic^  ire  Aould  he  preceded  by  guard$  { and 
that  every  day,  when  heopiened  the  Aflbinbly^ 
aiU  the  members  (hou|d  rife;  abCf^rviog^ at  the 
fame  tknci  that  thofe  marks  c£  diftioi^ioa 
yrould  tend  to  rend^  the  Aflembly  more 

*  refpedahle  in  the  ey^d  of  the  French  nar 
tton^  as  wdll  as  of  ftrang^s ;  and  he  xbeor 
troned  this  ilory  of  Cyneaa,  Che  amhaflador 
of  Pynrhua,  whd,  on  being  introduced  imio 
the  koman  fenate)  faid,  they  appeared  like 

* 

an  afiembly  of  kings* 

Whether  being  compared  to  kijbgs  dif- 

a 

gulled  tbepi,  I  know  not ;  but  this  pr^pofi^ 
was  warmly  oppded  by  fev^r^  members, 
find  particularly  by  Chabot^  wIk)  iadd  that 
fuch  external  pomp  was  defpicafaleki  itfelf^ 
and  improper  for  a  popular  government^ 
in  which  itfae  deputies  ihould  have  no  other 
dignity  than  th^t  of  being  fifiixed  and  con- 
founded with  the  fans-culottes '  wlio  had 
^leSed  them  as  their  reprefentatjves,  This> 
Chabot  was  form^ly  a  capu^hipi  and  ftill 

difplay^ 
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difphyt  in  hU  drefs  and  peribn  that  paiv 
fkdity  for  dirt  which  diflinguifhes  the  monk^ 
of  that  order.  He  is  now  the  rival  of  Ma-^ 
rat,  as  an  apoftle  of  Liberty ;  they  feem  con- 
genial in  their  taftes  in  drefs,  as  well  as  pa« 
litics :  nature  has  not  been  partial  to  either 
m  point  of  lool^;  few  men,  therefore,  could 
be  more  excufable  in  eihieavouring  to  con^ 
ceai  her  unkindnefs  by  a  few  of  the  oma-r 
ments  of  art  j  yet  no  two  republicans  of 
Greece  or  Rome  ever  (hewed  more  con- 
tempt for  any  auxiliary  of  that  fort.  Marat 
fitands  in  much  more  need  of  it  than  Chaboti 
but  he  ufes  it  Icfs— there  appears  fomething 
even  recherche  in,  the  &abbinefs  of  Marat;  he 
feems  to  think  it  a  proof  of  patriotifm,  for  ia 
one  of  his  late  placarts  ^ainft  Petion,  amongft 
other  crimes  he  accufeshim'  of  being  trop  bien 
frife.  Marat  is  a  little  man,  of  a  cadaverous 
complexion^  and  a  countenance  exceedingly 
expreflive  of  his  difpofition  :  to  a  painter  of 
^aiIacreS|  Marat's  head  would  be  ineftima- 

O  g  4  bit. 
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ble.  Such  heads  are  rare  in  tlus  country, 
yet  they  are  fometimes  to  be  met  with  ^t 
the  Old  Bailey.  The  only  artifice  he  ufes 
in  favour  of  his  looks,  is  that  of  wearing  a 
round  haty  fo  far  pulled  down  before  as  to 
hide  a  great  part  of  his  j:ountenance. 

I  am  convinced  that  MahuePs  motion,  or 
fomething  of  the  fame  nature,  would  be  of 
fervice.  In  decreeing  guards  and  other 
marks  of  dignity  to  the  prqfident  of  the 
Convention,  they  would  render  botfc  him 
and  the  other  members  more  refpefted  by 
the  people ;  it  would  difpofe  them  more  to 
obedience  and  to  order,  without  injuring  the 
caufe  of  liberty.  What  danger  can  there 
arife  from  power  or  dignity,  which  is  en- 
trufted  only  for  fifteen  days  in  the  hands  of 
the  fame  man  ? 

The  prefent  French  reformers  are  in  dan* 
ger  of  falling  into  the  fame  error  with  Jack 
in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  who  tore  his  coat  ia 
pieces  through  zeal  to  remove  the  lace ;  in 

Uke 
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manner,  they  may  injure  the  eflentisA 
^part8  of  government,  by  precipitately  dc- 
fbrpying  the  ornamental. 

Danton  is  a  man  of  too  much  importance 
to  be  left  out  of  the  Convention  on  any  ac- 
count }  in  conformity  with  the  principle 
that  no  one  citizen  fhould  poffefa  two  offices 
under  the  government,  he  fent  his  refigna- 
tion  of  the  office  of  minifter  of  juftice,  and 
retained  that  of  member  of  the  Convention. 
He  was  the  firft  who  propofed  that  the  con* 
ilitution  which  they  were  about  to  form 
ihould  be  prefented  to  the  nation,  andihould 
not  have  force  till  it  was  accepted  by  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  France,  united  iu 
primary  afTemblies. 

This  and  another  propofal  of  his  were 
decreed,  namely,  that  property  and  perfons 
were  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  nation. 

It  W2ts  next  decreed,  that  all  laws  not 
abrogated,  and  all  powers  not  fufpended, 
fliould  continue  in  force,  and  that  the  pub«* 

Uc 
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ilc  contributions  ihoold  be  levied  ^  berdto^ 
fore. 

Towards  the  end <tf  the  meeting,  M»  Cp^ 
lot  d- Herbois,  who  fdrmerly  was  an  a&or, 
appeared  in  the  tribune^  and  dtm&lf^  wiithr^ 
out  circumlocutioQi  propodbd  the  abolition 
of  royaltj.  Thid  was  f^pported  and  en^ 
Urged  upon  by  the  JB^op  Ghn^dbe,  who 
uied  the  following  argument^  and  iubfe** 
quent  flower  of  eloquence :  ^  Le  mot  de 
Roi  ell  encore  un  talifman,  dont  la  force 
masque  p^ut  ^tre  le  ptincipe  de  beaucoup 
ic  d^forckes ;  il  faut  done  I'abolition  de  la 
royauie*  Les  rois  font  en  morale  ce  que 
ks  monftres  font  en  phyfique:  les  cours  font 
toujours  les  foyers  de  la  corruption,,  et  Tatr 
telier  des  forfait^  ♦/' 

*  The  word  King  is  {till  a  kind  of  talifman,  whofe 
magic  power  may  create  maay  difordersj  the  abolitibn 
q!  royalty  therefore  is  neeeffary.  Kings  »re,  m  the 
moral  world,  that  which  monAers  are  in  the  natural ; 
courts  are  always,  the  centre  of  corruption,  and  the 
workhoufe  of  crimes. 

Although 
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Although  many  drcumftanoes  ailaauncoci 
a  diipofidon  to  a  meafure  of  this  kiadi  I 
ha4  no  idea  thiit  it  would  have  beta  adopt*- 
ed  on  the  very  firft  day  of  the  meeting  of 
the  Coaveatlony  and  without  a  (Irong  6on« 
teft.      The  prcpofal  was  beard  with  the 

United  apj^ufe  of  the  d^tiea^  and  thf; 
people  in  the  galleries. 

Bazire  alone  faid^  that  a  4ecre^  of  fo 
much  importance  required  si  little  cool  di£- 
puffion^  and  ought  not  to  be  decaE^eed  la  « 
moment  of  enthtfiafm :  but  this  very  en^ 
thufiafm^  which  rendered  the  Ailembly  unfit 
for  deciding  upon  fucb  a  point  at  that  time, 
was  the  caufe  of  its  being  decided  inil^ntly. 
The  realbaable  propofal  of  Bazire  excited 
murmurs,  and  every  m^ark  of  difappro* 
batioiii ;  it  was  in  vain  that  he  called  out 
that  he  had  a$  Uttle  aSedion  for  royalty  as 
any  of  ^hem,  and  only  wiihed  that  the 
^eftion  fhould  be  poftponed,  and  debated, 
jifter  matpre  pefle<3;ioo,  with  coolnefs,  which 
9  would 
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would  give  the  people  at  large  *the  more 
caiife  to  be  fatisfied  with  their  determina- 
tion, and  render  it  more  likely  to  be  per*- 
manent. 

All  this  had  na  other  tScCt  than  to  render 
Bazire  lefs  popular.  The  abolition  of 
royalty  was  decreed,  and  the  AflS^mbly 
broke  up. 

There  feema  to  be  a  contradiction  in  de* 
creeitig,  firft,  that  whatever  conftitution  the 
Convention  might  form,  it  could  have  no 
force  till  it  was  approved  and  accepted  by 
the  majority  of  the  people ;  and  decreeing, 
in  the  fecond  place,  the  abolition  of  royalty. 

How  does  tiie  AfTembly  know  that  a 
limited  monarchy  is  not  more  acceptable  to 
the  majority  of  the  pecfple,  than  any  other 
form  of  government  ? 

The  firft  decree  implies,  that  whatever 
conftitution  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  majority  , 
of  the  nation,  and  no  other,  fhall  be  the 
conftitution  of  France.     The  fecond  de- 
clares^ 
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clares^  that  no  modification  of  monarchy 
Ihall  be  the  conftitution  of  France,  whe- 
ther it  be  agreeable  to  the  majority  of  the 
people  or  not. 

But  this  precipitate  decree,  for  the  ?ibpU- 
tion  of  royalty,  feems  not  only  inconfiftent 
with  their  own,  principles,  but  unjuft  in  it- 
felf ;  becaufe  it  is  punifhing  the  King  before 
trial,  before  they  have  made  any  examina- 
tion into  his  condudt,  or  given  him  any  op- 
portunity of  anfwering  the  charges  made 
againft  him  :  not  only  puniftilng  him,  but  \ 
inflidling  Jthe  very  fevereft  punilhment 
which,  by  the  coiiftitution,  can,  with  any 
fliadow  of  juftice,  be  infilled  on  him,  al- 
though all  were  proved,   and  even  more, 

> 

than  he  is  charged  with  ;  for,  by  the  fecond 
article  of  the  conftitution,  which  regards  the 
King,  his  perfon  is  declared  inviolable  and 
facred ;  and  the  fixth  article  is  conceived  ii} 
thefe  words :  •'  Si  le  Roi  fe  met  a  la  t6tc 
d^une  arm6e,  et  en  dirige  les  forces  centre  la 

nation : 
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nation  {  ou  sHl  ne  t^oppofe  ^^  |Hur  un  a£b 
fonnely  a  une  telle  entrepiife,  qui  a*execu-# 
leroit  en  foa  nom,  il  fera  cen^  avdir  ai^ 
diquif  ta  royaute  *•'* 

To  infli£t>  therefor^,  as  fevere  a  pttni(h« 
ment  for  a  crime  which  is  only  charged,  but 
not  prdved,  as  could  with  juftice  be  applied 
to  a  greater  after  full  proof,  is  the  height 
of  cruelty  and  injuftice. 

Sept,ember  27* 

It  would  feem,  from  what  happened  on 
the  firil  day  of  the  meeting,  that  the  Con- 
veotion  confifted  entirely,  or  almoft  entirely, 
of  republicans ;  ^and  it  is  natural  to  conplude 
irom  this,  that  the  fame  fpirlt  prevails  all 
over  France.    For  it  is  a{ked»  how  could  a 


'^  If  the  King  ihould  put  himfelf  at  the  head  o^  an 
army,  and  dire£t  its  force  againft  thp  nation ;  or  if  h0 
ibali  noty  by  a  formal  a£t,  oppofe  fuch  an  enterprize^ 
iviien  attempted  in  his  name^  he  ihall  be  cotifidered  as 
having  forfeited  royalty* 

fairer 
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falner  trial  be  made  of  the  fentlments  of  the 
people,  than  was  made  at  the  laft  ele^ion! 
The  National  AflemWy,   after  fufpending 
the  King's  authority,  decree,  that  deputies 
&^\l  be  chofen  by  the  people,  for  the  exp* 
|>rcf8  purpofe  of  forming  a  conftitutioa* 
Hiere  was,  at  this  time^  nothing  tDcor^;upC 
or  bias  the  people  in  the  eledtions,  ih  favour 
of  men  whole  principles  they  difapproved : 
any  bias  that  could  be  prefumed,  would  in- 
cline them  to  choofe  the  friends  of  the  royal 
family;  for  the  French  princes,  fupported  by 
numerous  ^rmics,  were  advancing  into  the 
iieart  of  the  kingdom*     This  was  the  time 
for  all  royalifts  to  fhcw  themfelves,  either 
by  joining  the  princes,  or  choofing  men  for 
the  Convention  of  the  fame  fentiments  with 
themfelves.  Butnobo<lyjoia8theprince8,and 
the  people  choofe  men  of  republican  principles 
.to  give  them  a  conftitution*    What  inference 
can  be»drawn  from  this,  but  that  the  French 

people 
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people  in  general  wifhed  for  a  tejpubfieari 
form  of  government  ? 

It  is  diflScuU,  however,  to  believe,  that  a 
natidn  who  were  fond,  to  idolatry,  of  mo^ 
narchy  a  very  few  years  ago,  ihoiild  fo  fud^ 
denly  have  adopted  republican  principles; 
or  if  the  majority  really  have  done  fo,  therfe 
is  reafoA  to  believe,  that  this  majority  doee 
not  confift  of  people  of  any  property  what- 
ever,  but  of  the  very  loweft  of  the  populace^ 
who  have  nothing.     It  muft  be  remem?- 
bered,  that  when  the  National  Aflembly^ 
on  the  loth  of  Augiift,  decreed  a  Convene 
tion,  they  alfo  decreed^  that,  fetting  afide  the 
former  diftinftion   of  adive  and  inadive 
citizens/  every  Frenchman,  who  is  not  in  a 
ftate  of  feirvitude,  whether  he  could  pay  any 
tax  or  not,  fhould  be*  entitled  to  a  vote  for 
an  eledtor  to  the  Convention;   by  which 
means  a  vaft  crowd  of  the  moft  indigent 
rabble,  vwho  were  excluded  formei;Jy,  dii 

vote 
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vote  for  the  members  of  the  prefent  Coq- 
vention.  It  ought  alfo  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  eledkions  were  carried  on  after  the 
flaughter  of  the  Swifs,  and  of  the  King's 
friends  in  the  Tuileries,  while  the  royal  fa- 
mily were  prifoners,  and  immediately  after 
the  maflacres  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
month ;  that  the  rulers  at  Paris  had  emif-- 
faries  at  all  the  departments  influencing  the 
eledions ;  and  that  to  oppofe  any  eleilion, 
fupported  by  them,  might  raife  a  fufpicion 
of  ariftocracy :  finally,  it  is  natural  to  be- 
lieve that,  in  fuch  circumftances,  thofe 
who  would  have  preferred  a  limited  mo- 
narchy to  a  republic,  ufed  what  influence 
they  had,  not  to  be  elected  deputies,  and 
that  none  but  republicans  endeavoured  to  be 
chofen.  Thefe  confiderations  may  account 
for  the  number  of  republicans  chofen  as 
deputies  for  the  Convention,  without  this 
being  a  fatisfaftory  proof  that  the  majority 
of  that  part  of  the  French  nation,  who  caa 
VOL,  !•  H  h  be 


(    4^    ') 

be  foppofed  td  trouble  their  heads  about 
government  at  all,  has  adopted  republican 
principles,  or  really  believe  the  republican 
fortn  the  moft  fuitable  for  fd  extenfive  atid 
populous  a  country  as  France. 

September  28. 

The  treatment  which  M.  la  Fayette  has 
met  with,  fince  he  was  obliged  to  abandon 
hls'army,  forms  a  ftrong  prefuniption  of 
the  falfehood  of  the  rumotirs  of  a  correfpond- 
cnce  between  the  court  and  the  enemy  on 
the  frontiers;  and  is  a' proof,  that  he  had 
not  that' treafonable  intelligence 'with  them 
of  which  he  was  loudly  accufed.  People 
arfe  at  a  lofs  to  difcover,  upon  what  principle 
of  J uft ice  he  is  detained  and  imprifoned  by 
the  Prufiians. 

h  does  not  appear  that  M.  la  Fayette  had 
any  view  but  to  maintain  the  King's  authority 
as  it  was  limited  by  the  conftitution.  Briflbt 
and  otlier  republicans  were  his  accufcrs.  He 
did  all  ih  his  power^^  it  muftbeconfeffed,  to 

^  .:     over- 
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overturn  the  ancieiit  arbitrary  govprnment  in 
France^  and  to  ^ftablifh  a  limited  monarchy 
in  ita  ftcafd.  Thefentiptients  an(J  opinions 
of  the  French  nation,  with  refped  to  go- 
vernment, have,  no  doubt,  undergone  a 
great  alteration  fince  the  armies  and  fleets 
returned  from  ferving.  in  America;  but  the 
prevalence  of  republican  notions  in  France 
is  of  a  much  later  date,  and  M.  la  Fayette 
never  adopted  them  : — a  very  few  indivi- 
duah. excepted,  the  moft  Jealous  friends 
of  freedom  among  the  French  had  no  wifli 
beyond  that  of  a* limited  monarchy;  and 
fome  of  the  moft  enlightened  men,  that 
have  appeared  fmce  the  revolution,  were 
convinced   that   monarchy.   Under   proper 

« 

limitations,  is  the  firmeft  and  moft  durable 
foundation  upon  which  a  fyftem  of  natibnal 
liberty  can  be  built.  The  flight  of  the 
'King  to  Varcnnes  offered  a  pretext  for 
the  abolition  of  monarchy,  if  fuch  a  defire 
had  prevailed  in  France  at  that  time;  and 
'  H  h  2  the 
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the  fentiments  of  the  Partfians  were  2i&ustlty 
tried  at  that  very  period.  Condorcet,  Brif- 
fot,  Pctxon,  Buzot,  Gregoire,  Bonnville, 
and  fome  others,  had  conferences  and  cor^ 
refpondences  with  each  other,  on  the  fub- 
jed  of  eftablifhing  a  republic  on  the  ruins  of 
the  French  monarchy*  They  were  tempted 
by  the  opportunity  which  the  flight  of  the 
King  preFented,  by  the  very  ffight  appear* 
ance  of  uneafinefs  or  akrm  which  that  in^ 
cident  occafionedy  by  the  tranquillity  and 
mutual  confidence  which  appeared  among 
the  members  of  the  National  Afliembly, 
and,  perhaps^  they  were  excited  by  a  con- 
Ti£tion  that  the  King  never  would  ad  fin- 
cerely  in  fupport  of  a  limited  conftitution  ; 
and  that  the  only  fecurity  they  could  have 
againil  defpotifm,  was  in  a  republican  form 
of  government.  But  the  endeavours  of 
this  junto  at  that  time  were  without. effeft ; 
every  hint  of  thiit  nature  was  coldly  re* 
ceived  at  Paris^  and^  of  courfe^  bad  little 

chance 
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xhancc  of  producing  heat  in  any  other  part 
of  the  kingdom:  even  the  fociety  of  Ja« 
cobins  were  then  ^gainft  it;  and  Rober- 
ijpierre  himfelf^  in  his  declamations^  avowed 
that  he  was  an  enemy  to  republicanifm ; 
for  although  he  attempted  to  be  a  dema- 
gogue from  the  beginning  of  his  political 
courfe,  he  did  not  declare  himfelf  a  repub- 
lican, till  the  torrent  of  public  opinion  feem- 
ed  to  rufh  violently  that  way. .  For  the  clafs 
of  real  republicans  above  mentioned,  flnd-!> 
ing  the  nation  averfe  to  their  favourite 
fcheme,  poftponed  any  farther  dired:  at- 
tempt at  that  time,  but  continued  in  con* 
verfation,  and  in  writings,  to  propagate 
their  principles  and  opinions,  being  deter- 
mined to  feize  the  firft  opportunity  that  of*^ 
fered  to  put  them  in  adion  ;  and  that  fuch 

opportunities  might  occur  the  more  fre- 
quently, they  were  extremely  affiduous  iii 
imprefling  on  the  minds  of  the  people  a 
continual  jcaloufy  of  the  King,  and  the  idea 

H  h  3  that 
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that  there  exifted,  what  they  called,  an 
Auflrian  party,  whofe  obje<3:  was  to  over'- 
turn  the  conflitution,  and  eftablifli  the  an- 
cient arbitrary  government  in  France. 

There  are  ftrong  reafons  for  believing 
that  they  ufed  every  means  to  provoke  a 
war  with  the  Emperor,  in  the  hopes  that, 
during  a  war,  the  people's  fulpicions  would 
increafe,  and  that  the  court  would  be  tempted 
into.meafures,  which  would  afford  there- 
publicans  pretexts,  and,  fferhaps,  the  means 
of  overwhelming  monarchy,  in  the  ruins  of 
a  conflitution  which  they  confidered  as  but 
a  feeble  fupport  for  freedom.  Republican 
principles  were  at  length  adopted,  and 
avowed  in  the  fociety  of  the  Jacobins  ©f 
Paris  ;  they,  by  their  influence  and  nume- 
rous  corr^fpondences,  fpread  them  ail  over 
France ;  and  they  fiourifhed  with  peculiar 
ilrength  and  exuberancy  in  the  fouth. 

Mlrabeau  was  always  a  friend  to  a  limited 
monarchy,  add  againft  a  republican  form  of 

government  J 


government;  which,  in  his  opinion,  was 
•  incompatible  with  the  extent  of  the  French 
empire,  and  the  charader  of  the  French 
nation.  On  his  death-bed,  he  faid,  that 
with  him  the  French  monarchy  would  die  : 
he  prob^ibly  knew  of  the  projedl  formed  in 
favour  of  a  republic,  and  that  it  would 
fucceed,  for  a  time  at  leaft,  when  no  man 
of  equal  powers  with  himfelf  remained  in 
France  to  oppofe  it, 

September  29. 

By  late  accounts  from  Paris,  the  treat- 
ment which  the  King  and  royal  family  ex- 
perience  at  the  Temple  is  harflier  than 
ever.  In  the  Aflembly,  the  members  fpeak 
of  him  as  the  greateft  of  criminals,  and  th§ 
populace  are  infpired  with  hatred,  and  a 
defire  of  vengeance. 

Of  all  the  means  which  the  republican 
party  have  adopted  to  bring  about  their  fa- 
vourite plan,  the  moft  unjuftifiable  is,  the 
calumniating  the  King,  Ever  fmce  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  conftitution,  they  have  been 

H  h  4  indefa- 
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indefatigable  in  their  endeavours  to  render 
him,  his  government,  and  monarchical  go- 
vernment in  general,  odious  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people. 

If  a  vaft  majority  of  the  French  nation 
wifhed  for  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  had  pronounced  their  wiflbes  in 
a  clear  unequivocal  manner;  and  if  the 
members  of  the  Convention  were  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  more  conducive 
than  any  other  to  the  profperity  of  their 
country,  it  would  have  been  more  manly, 
more  juft,  and,  perhaps,  more  politic,  to 
have  decreed  that  form  of  government,  and 
given  thofe  for  their  reafons,  than  to  pre- 
tend that  they  were  driven  into  that  mea- 
fure  by  the  treachery  of  the  King,  and  ac- 
cufe  him  of  a  defign  to  overturn  that  con- 
ftitution,  which  they  themfelves  were  un- 
dermining; and  to  reprefent  a  prince  of 
moderation  and  humanity,  as  a  defpotic 
blood-thirfty  tyrant.  Politicians  are  fo  ha- 
bituated 
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bituated  to  conceal  the  real  motives  of  their 
condud,  that  they  fometimes  affign  falfe 
ones  unneceflarily,  and  when  the  true  would 
have  been  more  creditable. 

This  method  of  rendering  a  republic 
palatable  in  France,  refembles  in  falfehood 
the  policy  of  thofe  who,  at  the  time  of  the 
revolution  in  England,  propagated  the  de- 
fpicable  ftory  that,  when  the  Queen  pre- 
tended to  be  in  labour,  a  child,  in  a  warm- 
ing-pan,  was  introduced  into  her  bed-chan>* 
ber,  to  be  impofcd  on  the  nation  as  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 

To  give  this  as  a  reafon  for  placing  WiU 
Uam  and  Mary  on  the  throne,  was  an  impli- 
cation that,  if  the  child  could  be  proved  to 
be  the  real  fon  of  James,  William  would 
have  had  no  right  to  the  crown  ;  and  was 
departing  from  the  great  whig  principle, 
that  a  King  who  endeavours  to  fubvert  the 
conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  by  breaking 
the  original  contrad  between  the  King  and 

people, 
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peoplci  and  viblating  the  fundamental  Iaw5, 
is  deemed  to  have  forfeited*  the  crown.' 
Which  furely  is  a  much  more  manly  foun- 
dation  to  build  a  revolution  upon,  than  the 
ftory  of  the  warming-pan,  whether  true  or 
falfe. 

One  among  many  differences  between  the 
Hate  of  the  two  nations  at  thefe  two  periods 
IS,  that  England,  a  little  before  the  year 
1688,  was  fo  much  intimidated  by  the  exe- 
cutions  on  account  of  the  Rye-Houfe  Plot, 
and  of  Monmouth's  infurreftion,  that  no- 
thing  lefs  than  the  perfevering  attacks  upon 
the  laws  and  religion  of  the  country,  by  the 
infatuated  King,  could  have  animated  the 
nation  to  thofe  exertions  which  brought 
about  the  revolution. 

Whereas  France  feems  to  have  been  fb 
much  elevated  by  her  recent  fuccefs,  in  re- 
ducing the  power  of  the  crown^  as  to  drive 
on  fiirioufly  to  repuhlicanifm,  regardlefs  of 
the  conceffions  and  accommodating  temper 

of 
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of  the  prihc6,  of  the  particular  charadet 
of  her  own  children,  and'  of  the  dangers 
and  diffifeulties  attending  a  republican  form 
of  government.  ^  * 

Since,  however,  they  have' decreed  that 
kind  of  government,  whether  they  are 
thought  to  have  adted  wifely, or  fooli{hly 
in  fo  doing,  policy  unites  with  humanity  in 
declaring,  that  they  ought. to^have  iji  all 
other  refpeds  with  generofity  to  the  unfor- 
tunate prince  and  his  family^  who  are  .the 
vidims  of  that  decree  j  and  if  they  do  not, 
it  requires  no  fpirit  of  prophecy  to  forefee, 
that  they  will  draw  upon  themfelves  the 
hatred  and  execration  of  nrankind. 

The  republican  party  ^re  aware  of  this, 

* 

and  have  ni)  ha^  in  the  harfh  meafuxes  now 
adopted ;  Ijut  they  h;ave  i^  not  now  in  thejjr 
power;  to  flop  the  effed  o(that  prejudice, 
which  they  themfelyes  have  fo  ^nuch  con- 
tributed tO;  r/xife  againft.  the  King;  and 
which  another  fet  of  men,. » their  enemies, 

are 
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are  endeavouriag  to  make  fubfervlent  to 
views  of  their  own. 

The  republicans  wilhed  for  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  monarchy,  but  not  the  murder  of 
the  monarch !  — Their  rivals  may  have  re- 
folved  on  the  deftrudion  of  the  monarchy 
while  they  hope  to  find  an  opportunity  of 
re-eflablifhing  monarchy  under  a  prince  of 
their  own  choofing^ 

September  30.' 

A  man  arrived  at  this  town  yefterday, 
who  pretended  that  he  came  from  Dumou- 
rier's  army :  he  faid,  they  had  furroundcd 
the  Pruffians,  who  were  in  the  moft  deplor- 
able condition  for  want  of  provifions ;  that 
they  had  already  been  driven  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  eating  one  half  of  their  horfes^  and 
would  furrender  at  difcretion  when  the  re- 
mainder of  their  cavalry  was  devoured. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  when  he  left 
the  camp ;  but  having  been  detained  a  day 

oa  the  road  by  a  fall>  a  courier  from  the 

army 
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lartny  liad  overtaken  him,  who  was  going  to 
Paris  with  accounts  that  the  French,  not 
having  patience  till  the  Pruflians  ihould 
fini(h  their  horfes^  had  attacked  their 
entrenchments,  cut  a  great  number  of 
them  in  pieces,  and  that  the  reft  were  re- 
treating  as  faft  as  they  could.  I  had  heard 
this  man's  (lory  and  faw  him  telling  it  to 
one  circle  after  another  in  the  market*place ; 
and  to  fhew  how  efiedually  the  PrufHans 
had  been  Aacbc  en  morceaux^  that  was  his 
phrafe,  he  flburilhed  with  his  fabre,  in-% 
viting  the  fpieftators  to  examine  it,  for  he 
declared  he  had  received  it  as  a  prefent  from 
the  courier,  who  had  taken  it  from  a  Pruflian 
grenadier  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  had  after* 
wards  turned  its  edge  againft  thofe  for 
whom  it  had  been  drawn. 

The  crowd  gazed  with  awful  admiration 
on  the  fabre :  fome  of  the  boldeft  touched 
it»  and  as  it  was  a  good  deal  hacked,  it  was 
coniidered  as  a  coniirnution  of  the  vidory, 

and 
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and  of  the  truth  of  every  circunvftance  of 
th€fm'an*8  narrative.  Sotnemcpedulous  per- 
fons,  however,  fufpedted  that  he  had  been 

«        •  -  »  * 

fent'whh  an  encouraging  tale  to  fpirit  up 
people  to  offer  thcmfelves  as  vohmteeris. 

I    '  •  i  '    Oflpber  I.* 

4  In  all  likelihood  there  will  be  no  farther 
^ccoupt  of .  yefterday's  vidiCMy'j  but  it  is 
certain,  that  an  uniiiccefsful  attack  was ttnadfi 
by  the  Pruflians  oh  General  Kellerman's 
Army,  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Valmy, 
on  the  20th.  As  it  appears  that  Kellerman 
maintained  his  pofition,  fo  far  it  may  be  Con- 
fidered  as  a  victory,  Dumourier  however 
fays,. in  his  letter  to  the  war:  ttxinifter,  that 
although  the  Pruffiana  did  dot  carry  .their 
point,  they  continue  their  march  by  his 
left,  and  he  expedis  to  be  attacked  imiiic- 
diately  :  he  writes  with  his  ufual  confidence, 
promifes  to  -prefs  them  very  .^clofe,  ai?d 
finally,  to  give  a  good  account .  of  them— 
,  8  but 
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but  ftill  it  appears  that  the  dermans  are  ad- 
vahciAg. 


-#■  -'*   ^rf » * 


OftcVer  2. 

I  heard  fome  time  fince  that  the  Duke  of 
I^ochefoucault  was  aflafSnated  as  he  was 
gmng:  from  his  houfe  in  Normandy  to  the 
^i^aters  of  Forge,  in  company  with,  tbp 
Puch^fa;  I  did  not  then  believe, it,  but 
now  fipdr  tJiis  horrid  fa£t  qonfirmed,  Tho 
murder:  of  no  rpan  in  France  could  excite 
more  juft  horror  and  indignaiion :  -M.  det 
la  Rochefoucault  waa  umvierfally  efteemed 
as  a  man  of  integrity,  and  an  early  and  dit 
interefted  friend  pf  freedom :  it  is  given  out 

ft 

that  the;  murder  \^'as  accidental  and  through 
miftake:  I^ftiir  it  W'^.s^by  fujch  an  accident 
as  prpduced  the  maflaCf e  4t  Vcrfailles.  The 
Duke  was.  prefident  of  the  department  of 
Paris  on  the  2 oth  of  June^  and  aftive  to 
biing  the  Readers  and  ablators  of  the  (hame^ 
ful  infurredion  of  that  .day  to  jufti(;e;    I 

delay 
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clelay  mentioning  the  particulars  of*  thi< 
murder  till  I  have  them  from  better  autbo* 
rity  than  I  have  hitherto  had% 


Oftober  3. 

Among  the  fmall  number  of  priibners  who 
l/rere  faved  from  the  fwords  of  the  aflafiins 
on  the  bloody  2d  of  September  was  M. 
CazottCt  a  man  of  74  years  of  age,  formerly 
tommiffioner- general  of  the  marine,  but 
who  had  for  feveral  years  lived  in  retirement 
at  bis  villa  neat  Epemay. 

This  old  gentleman  had  been  arrefted  at 
his  houfe  in  the  countryf  and  brought  to 
the  prifon  of  the  Abbayc,  in  confequence 
of  letters  written  by  him  and  found  among 
the  papers  of  a  M.  Pouteau,  fecretary  to  M* 
deja  Porte ;  from  which  it  appeared,  that 
he  was  in  correfpondence  with  the  emi- 
grants ;  that  he  advifed  the  King  to  efcape 
from  Paris,  and  had  tranfmitted  a  plan  for 
that  purpofe^   that  he  had  alio  advHed 

the 
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the  diflblution  of  the  National  Affembly : 
for  thcfe,  and  other  parts  of  his  condudJ:  to 
the  fame  tendency,  he  was  detained  in  the 
Abbaye  in  expedtation  of  a  legal  trial. 

But,  on  the  2d  of  September,  when  de- 
termined murderers  made  a  mockery  of  the. 
forms  of  law,  and  chofen  affaffins  feized  the 
fword  of  juftice ;  when  the  prifoner  was 
furrounded  at  his  trial  by  pikes  fmoking 
from  recent  flaughter,  and  within  hearing 

of  the  fcrcams  of  thofe  who  had  been  juft 
dragged  from  the  bar  where  he  flood  j  on 
that  dreadful  day,  M.  Cazotte  was  brought 
before  the  horrid  tribunal  within  the  prifoh. 
Several  prifoners  had  already  been  carried 
there — none  had  furvived  their  fhort  exa- 
mination above  two  minutes  ! — A  fign  from 
the  pretended  judge,  or  an  equivocal  word, 
was  the  fatal  fentence,  and  the  blow  of 
death  followed  as  the  prifoner  was  led  from 
the  bar. 

VOL.  I.  I  i  '    When 
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When  M.  Cazotte  appeared  — the  lift  of 

names  was  examined  by  thefe  inquifitors, 

no  mark  of  favour  was  feen  at  his — the 

fignal  of  death  was  given,  and  he  was  led 

out  to  flaughter !— But,  before  he  received 

the  ftroke  of  deaths  his  daughter,  a  beautiful 

young  lady  of  feventeen,  fprung  upon  her 

father's  neck,  exclaiming  in  a  tranfport  of 

terror  and  filial  afFeftion,  Mercy !  mercy ! 
■  ■  * 

O,  mercy! — my  father !  my  father  I 

The  grey  hairs  of  the  old  man^  the  afFed- 
ing  appearance  and  exclamations  of  the 
young  lady,  arrefted  the  arms  of  the  aflaflins, 
and  melted  the  hearts  of  the  people ! — The 
cries  of  Grace,  grace !  and  Vive  la  Na- 
tion !  were  heard. — The  old  gentleman  and 
his  daughter  were  conducted  in  fafety  to 
the  houfe  of  a  friend,  amidft  the  applaufe  of 
the  multitude ! 

This  admirable  young  woman  had  never 

feparated  from  her  father,  overcoming  her 

6  ■  hprror 


(  483  ) 

horror  for  a  prifon  crowded  with  men; 
furmounting  her  terror,  her  delicacy,  and 
every  confideration  which  could  render  the 
fituation  repugnant  to  her  mind  :  filial  love, 
and  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  duty,  enabled  her  to 
attend  him  during  his  confinement  in  the 
AbbayC)  and  to  adminifter  every  comfort 
and  confolation  in  her  power* 

I  wiih,  from  my  foul,  that  the  ftory  had 
ended  here. 

'  This  unfortunate  old  man  was  again 
arrefted)  again  imprifoned,  and,  in  virtue  of 
a  decree  of  the  nth  of  September,  brought 
before  the  tribunal  which  had  been  appoint- 
ed on  the  1 7th  of  Auguft  for  the  trial  of 

confpirators,  and  whofe  fundlions  had 
been  interrupted  by  the  maffacres* 

^  The  firft  defence  he  offered  was  in  the 
form  of  a  proteft  againft  a  fecond  trial,  as  he 
had  been  already  tried  by  judges  conftituted 
hy  the  Peuple  Souverain  to  examine  the 

I  i  2  guilt 
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guilt  or  Innocence  of  the  prifoners :  that  Iwr 
had  been  acquitted,  and  fet  at  liberty  by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  and  could  not  be  made 
to  undergo  a  new  trial,  without  infulting 
the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  which  they 
all  profefled  to  acknowledge. 

This  plea  was  difregarded,  the  tiikl  went 
on;  the  accufation  w^as  thought  to  be  prov- 
ed, and  M.  Cazotte  was  condemned  to  lofe 
his  head. 

Without  confidering  the  merits  of  the  ori-. 
ginal  accufation,  or  of  the  proteft  which 
the  prifoner,  by  the  advice  of  counfel  nO 
doubt,  had  entered,  did  not  compaffion  and 
humanity  plead  l/ke  angels  trumpet^tongued 
againft  his  condemnation  ? 

Let  it  be  fuppofed  that  he  deferved  the 
pains  of  death  —  Good  God!  had  he  not 
already  fufFered  them  a  thoufand  times  over? 
Had  he  not  drank,  to  the  very  dregs,  the 
bittereft  cup  of  mortality  that  could  be  pre- 

fented 
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tented  to  the  lips  of  man  ?  In  what  do  the 
pains  of  death  confift?  not  furely  in  the 
ad:ual  ftroke  which  puts  an  end  to  refleftioa 
and  feeling,  but  in  what  this  moft  unfortu- 
nate man  had  already  endured — in  the  ago- 
nies and  terrors  which  the  view  of  an  im- 
mediate, violent,  and  cruel  death  produces 
in  the  mind. 

What  unfeeling  hearts  muft  they  have, 
who,  unmoved  by  thofe  confiderations,  and 
the  tears  of  his  virtuous  daughter,  could 
fentence  him  to  undergo  a  fecond  time  the 
pains  of  death ! 

The  old  gentleman,  .however,  heard  the 
fentence  with  a  ferene  countenance,  took  a 
tender  leave  of  his  inimitable  daughter,. and 
went  to  the  place  of  execution  with  un- 
Ihakea  courage ! — He  made  his  grey  locks 
be  cut  from  his  head,  folded  them  carefully, 
and  defircd  that  they  might  be  delivered  to 
her — a  recollection   of  her  forrow  alone 

I  i  3  could 
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coiild  difturb  him !  it  is  faid  that  he  gave 
this  meffage  with  a  faultering  voice — ^Thca 
turning  to  the  executioner,  he  afliimed  an 
undaunted  air,  and  bade  him  do  his  duty. 


Oftobcr  4. 

/ 

It  is  now  certain  that  the  Prufllans  are 
retreating,  Dumourier  has  made  good  all 
the  aflurances  he  gave  to  the  Conventional 
Aflembly ;  and  that  felf-confidence,  which 
was  by  many  imputed  to  a  vain-glorious 
and  boafting  difpofition,  is  now  thought  to 
have  proceeded  from  fuperior  talents  and 
penetration. 

This  news  occaflons  univerfal  joy  in 
France ;  yet  a  very  fenfiblc  man  told  mc 
to-day,  that  he  thought  it  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  fpirit  of  party  and  dif- 
fention  which  appears  in  the  National  Af- 
fembly.  Marat  has  been  prompting  the 
people  to  ne^v  maffacres!  In  qne  of  his  late 

journals 
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journals  tliere  is  the  following  paflage : 
**  If  the  bafis  of  the  conftitution  is  not  fixed 
within  the  firft  eight  days  after  the  meeting 
of  the  Convention,  you  have  nothing  to 
expert,  from  your  deputies."— And  he  con- 
cludes with  thefe  fignificant  words :  "  Q 
peUple  babillard^  Ji  tu  f^avots  agtr  /"  Yet  this 
man  is  fo  great  a  favourite  of  the  people, 
that  the  Convention  feem  to  be  afraid  of 
ordering  him  to  be  arretted  and  puniflied. 
It  is  aftonifhing  how  he  retains  their  affec- 
tions, for  the  only  means  he  ufes  is,  ex- 
citing one  half  to  cut  the  throats  of  the 
Other;  yet  the  more  people  are  murdered, 
the  remainder  feem  to  like  him  the  better. 
This  brings  to  my  remembrance  a  fellow- 
I  once  faw  fewing  up  the  mouths  of  ferrets; 
fliocked  at  the  unfeeling  manner  in  which 
he  pafled  and  repafFed  the  needle  through 
the  poor  little  aniijiars  lips,  which  were  all 
flowing  with  blood,  I  defired  him  to  defift, 
faying,  How  can  you  be  fo  cruel? 

I  i  4  Loard, 
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Loardy  Sir,  replied  he,  it  be  en't  cruel  j 
they  likes  it 

Likes  it ! 

Aye,  that  they  does,  refumed  the  brute; 
and  the  more  I  makes  them  bleed,  they  likes 
me  the  better. 

Oftobcr  5» 

The  great  evil  of  the  ancient  government 
of  France  was,  that  the  executive  power 
was  too  ftrong,  and  all  the  other  powers 
of  the  ftate  too  weak :  fo  that  however  Un- 
juftly  the  former  was  exercifed,  the  people 
had  no  means  of  redrefs  or  of  refiftance 
but  by  open  infurredlion ;  a  nieafure  always 
dangerous,  and  hardly  ever  ufed,  except 
when  men  are  rendered  defperate. 

The  framers  of  the  late  conftitution  of 
France  fell  into  the  oppoTite  extreme ;  they 
left  the  executive  power  too  much  expofcd 
to  attacks,  and  too  unable  to  defend'  thofe 
tights  and  prerogatives  with  which  the  con- 
ftitution endowed  it:  at  leaft  this  was  evi- 
dently 
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dendy  the  cafe  at  the  beginning  of  their 
new  government,  before  the  nation,  which 
was  intoxicated  with  the  viGtorj  over  de- 
fpotifm,  had  time  to  acquire  more  fedate 

and  more  rational  notions  concerning  free* 
dom. 

Perhaps,  however,  that  form  of  govern* 
ment  which  was  reared  by  the  Conftituent 
Affembly  might  have  flood,  and,  by  the 
gradual  alterations  which  time  would  have 
difcovered  to  be  neceflary,  might  have 
been  matured  into  a  profperous  and  lafting 
fyftem,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fociety  of 
Jacobins.  This  fociety,  by  diffufing  the 
fpirit  of  liberty,  and  keeping  the  people  of 
France  fteady  to  the  caufe  of  freedom,  was 
of  great  fervice  while  the  conftitution  was 
forming,  but  proved  its  deftrudion  after  li 
was  formed. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  fociety  as  numerous  as 
that  of  the  Jacobins,  with  fome  members  of 
both  houfes  of  parliament  in  it,  eflablifhed 

ia 
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in  Palace-yard,  and  that  every  queftion  of 
a  public  nature  was  debated  and  decided 
in  this  club,  before  it  was  brought  into 
either  houfe  of  parliament,  cm:  while  it 
was  in  agitation  there ;  and  let  us  farther 
fuppofe,  that  a  mob  are  always  ready,  at  the 
command  of  the  leading  meqibers  of  this 
fame  fociety,  to  infiilt  thofe  of  either  houfe 
of  parliament,  of  whofe  public  condud  they 
difapprove  j  in  this  cafe,  what  would  be- 
come of  the  prefent  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain  ? 

This  is  precifely  the  ftate  in  which  the 
legiftature  of  France  was  for  feveral  months 
previous  to  the  i  oth  of  Auguft.  For  the 
condudl  of  the  Jacobin  fociety  in  Paris 
tended  to  vilify  the  National  Affembly,  and 
to  render  the  executive  power  a  mere  pa- 
geant ;  this  had  driven  fome  of  the  moft 
relpeiSable  members  out  of  that  club.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  King 
wilhed  for  fuch  a  check  upon  this  fociety^ 

as 
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las  would  put  it  out  of  its  power  to  arreft 
Ae  action  of  government,  and  raife  a  fer- 
mentation in  the  country  as  often  as  any 
public  mealure  was  adopted  which  it  dif* 
approved  :  every  friend  of  the  conftitutioa 
muft  have  had  the  fame  deiire.      Thofo 
who  had  the  greateft  influence  with  the  Ja- 
cobins were  averfe  to  the  war,  and  fhewed 
great  folicitude  to  prevent  it.      There  is 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  Court  of  Vienna 
did  not  defire  war  more  than  they;  biitdiC* 
played  fome  hoftile  appearances,  to  give  the 
King  and  his  minifters  the  more  weight  in 
their  endeavours  to  refift  the  attacks  of  that 
fociety,  and  to  obtain  a  decree  of  the  Na- 
tional Aflfembly,  precluding  thofe  qqeftions 
which  were  to  be  debated  in  the  Affembly 
from  being  previoufly  difcufled  in  the  fo^ 
ciety.    The  only  communication  which  was 
between  the  Court  of  the  Tuileries  and  that 
of  Vienna,  had  this  for  its  objed,  aad  no- 
thing elfej  and  eveii  this  communication 

was 
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Was  begun  and  carried  on  hj  certain  ageot$^ 
who  pretended  to  the  latter  that  they  had 
more  influence  with  the  former  than  they 
had  in  reality^  and  made  the  fame  preten* 
{ions  to  the  former  refpedling  their  influence 
with  the  latter^  by  which  means  both  were 
deceived  But,  taking  this  in  the  worft 
light,  it  is  very  dijfferent  from  the  King's 
having  an  underflaoding  with  that  Court, 
after  hoflilities  were  begun,  with  a  view  to 
facilitate  the  entrance  of  foreign  armies  into 
France, 

There  are  good  grounds  for  believing  that 
a  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Le-^ 
giflative  Aflembly  were  Uncere  fupporters  of 
the  conftitution,  and  had  no  fear  of  the  King's 
having  any  defign  to  overturn  it ;  Why  then 
did  this  majority  allow  a  minority  to  deftroy 
a  conftitution  with  which  they  were  fatisfied  ? 
Becanfe  the  leaders  of  tho  minority  were 
members  of  the  fociety  of  Jacobins,  had  in- 
fluence with  fome  of  the  fedions  to  befi^e 

the 
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the  bar  of  the  National  Afiembly  with  inflam- 
matory addreffes  againft  the  King  and  his 
minifters,  while  they  had  a  mob  always  ready 
at  their  inftigation,  to  infult  thofe  deputies 
who  fupported  government ;  and  at  length, 
finding  that  they  could  not  carry  the  queftioa 
againft  M.  de  la  Fayette,  they  found  means 
to  new  model  the  general  council  of  the 
municipality  of  Paris,  excited  the  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguft,  and  ufurpcd  the 
whole  power  of  the  ftate,  as  has  been 
fhewn. 

In  other  revolutions   of  which  hiftory 

9 

gives  us  an  account,  thofe  who  are  at  firft 
employed  as  the  inftrumehts  of  infurredion, 
are  afterwards  thrown  afide  by  the  chiefs  as 
ufelefs  or  dangerous  j  but  in  this  revolution 
in  France,  thofe  who  were  employed  as  in- 
ftruments  retain  their  importance,  and  the 
chiefs  are  thrown  afide. 

The  Lameths,  and  M.  Duport,  who  firft 
propofed  the  plan  of  eftablifhing  political 

focieties 
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ibcietles  all  over  France,  which  maintald  si 
conftant  correfpondence  with  the  Jacobia 
fociety  at  Paris,  have  fallen  vidims  to  that 
meafure. 

The  Duke  of  Rochefoucault,  M.  la  Fay- 
ette, Barnave,  Talleyrand,  Lewis  of  Nar- 
bonne,  M.  Beaumetz,  Garnier,  Clermont- 
Tonnere,  were  all  inftrumental  in  bringing 
about  the  revolution,  prompted,  as  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe,  by  a  genuine  love 
of  freedom,  and  a  fincere  defire  of  cftablifh- 
ing  a  limited  monarchy  in  France,  and  of 
maintaining  that  conftitution  for  which 
fome  of  them  had  made  very  great  facrifices* 
What  is  become  of  thefe  men  ?  Some  have 
been  aflaflinated,  fome  imprifoned,  and  the 
reft  obliged  to  fly  from  their  country. 

Condorcet,  Buzot,  BrilTot,  Petion,  Ker- 
faint,  Genfonet,  Bpnnville,  fhewed  an  early 
partiality  for  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, either  from  a  belief  that  it  is  prefer-^ 
able  to  any  other,  or  from  a  fufpicion  that 

the 
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the  King  would  not  reft  fatisfied  with  .the 
conftitution,  but  ufe  all  the  powers  it  left 
in  his  hand  to  reftore  the  ancient  defpo- 
tifm.  Ading  on  this  fufpicion  as  if  it  werQ 
a  certainty,  they  ufed  every  means  in  their 
power  to  give  their  countrymen  the  fame 
partiality  for  a  commonwealth  which  they 
had  themfelves;  and,  among  other  means, 
they  did  not  fcruple  to  accufe  the  King  of 
plots  for  overturning  the  conftitution,  of 
which  they  had  not  better  proof,  perhaps, 
than  the  idea  that  it  was  natural  for  him  to 
wifh  it  overturned. 

Vergniaud  and  Gaudet,  both  men  of 
diftinguiftied  talents,  were  originally  friends 
to  a  limited  monarchy  as  eftablifhed  by  the 
conftitution,  as  appears  by  a  memorial  fign-  . 
ed  by  them,  and  prefented  to  the  King ;  but 
having  a  better  opinion  of  the  republican 
party  than  any  other  in  the  Aflembly,  they 
joined  them  after  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and 
have  aded  with  them  ever  fmce. 

This 
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This  party,  however,  had  no  immediate 
active  hand  in  exciting  or  carrying  on  the 
attack  upon  the  palace  on  the  loth  of 
Augull ;  they  feem  to  have  waited  for  the 
event,  in  the  intention  of  eftablifhing  their 
favourite  form  of  government  in  cafe  the 
aflfailants  fhould  be  fuccefsful,  and  to  afibrd 
them  proteGion  in  a  contrary  event. 

The  moft  adlive  agents  of  the  infurrec* 
tion,  were,  Albite,  Bazire,  Camille  Def- 
moulins.  Merlin  of  Thionville,  and,  above 
all,  Chabot  the  capuchin,  who  were  con- 
tinually going  to  the  different  fuburbs,  and 
preaching  revolt  among  the  people.  Thefe 
men  were  members  of  the  Jacobin  fociety, 
affifted  in  this  work  by  other  members,  par- 
ticularly Santerre,  and  the  leader  of  the 
foederes  from  Marfeilles*  M.  Barbaroux,. 
who  was  fmce  chofen  a  deputy  from  Mar- 
feilles  to  the  Convention,  and  who  hi^d 
great  influence  with  the  band  of  foederes, 
was  alfo  a  mofl  adive  agent  in  the  infurrec- 

tion. 
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tioOi  though  otherwlfe  uncooneAed  with 
Daoton's  party^  and  intimately  attached  to 
the  friends  of  Roland. 

It  appears  fomewhat  furprifing^  that  while 
thpfe  jttft  named  were  inftigating  the  peoj^c 
to  attack  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries ;  while 
Danton^  Chabot,  Collot  d'Herbci?,  and 
<^herS|^  were  new-modelling  the  general 
CQimcU  of  the  commune ;  and  whil^  Gaudet 
and  Vergniaud  were  prefiding  alternately  in 
the  AiTeqiblyi  during  the  alarming  and  dan* 
gerous  night  of  the  9th  and  morning  of 
^  loth  of  Auguli,  there  is  no  mention  of 
Robcrfpierrct  Ha  had  been,  howerer,  the 
chief  pcrfonage  io  the  fociety  of  Jacobins 
ipr  fcyeral  mo»ths  before  that  epoch  j  but 
he  did  not  judge  it  proper  to  appear  again 
till  the  affair  was  decided  by  the  flaughter 
of  the  Swifs,  and  the  imprifonment  of  the 
^oyal  Family.  He  then  refumed  his  place 
at  the  Jacobin  club,  and  foon  after  got  him* 
felf  elp£ted  of  the  general  council  of  the 

VQJ,,  jt  K  k  municipality, 
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jniKiicipality,  of  which  he  became  a  leading 
member ;  and,  in  conjundion  with  Panis, 
Servan,  and  Le  Gendrc  the  butdxer,  was 
moft  aflkluous  in  promoting  the  numerous 
arrefts,  and  filling  the  prifons,  which  were 
dreadfully  emptied  at  the  be^nning  of  Sep^ 
tember. 

But,  as  the  republican  party  had  ftillleii 
connexion  with  the  maflfacres  of  September 
than  with  the  infurredion  in  Auguil;  as 
they  exprefs  a  defire  of  enqmdng  into  that 
horrid  tranfadion,  and  of  bringing  the  au^ 
thors  to  punifhment;  and  as  they  are  ail 
attached  to  the  minifter  Roland,  of  whoie 

*  -  "  _ 

integrity  they  af'e  convinced ;  Danton,  Cha- 
bot,  Merlin,  Camille  Defmoulins,  Collot 
d'Herbois,  Bazire,  Albite,  and  Robcrfpierre, 
declare  againft  them,  excite  Marat  to  pro* 
fcribe  them  in  his  bloody  journal,  and  ufc 
every  means  to  expofe  them  to  the  fury  of 
the  people  :  M*  Egalite  hi  mfclf,  perceiving 
that  thofe  means  are  already  attended  with 

fQiac 
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(ome  d^cc  of  fuccefs,  and  probably  ima^ 
gining  that  it  will  increafe,  feems  inclined 
to  attaeMixmfelf  to  the  party  of  Danton^  Ro« 
]M^[Htrre,  and  their  followers.  So  that  very 
pebbly  thofe  who  took  fo  much  and  fuch 
caurly  pains  to  eftabliih  a  republic^  and  who 
cicptGtcd^  no  doubt,  to  aft  a  principal  part 
in  it  when  eftablifhed,  may^  like  thofe  who 
brought  on  the  revolution,  and  farmed  the 
eonftitudoii,  be  fupplanted  and  deprivied  of 
power,  perhaps  of  life,  by  a  fet  of  men  far 
inferior  to  them  iii  talents,  but  who  feem  at 
pfefent  to  enjoy  more  of  the  people's  favour 
Thus,  through  all  the  (lages  of  this  revolu^ 
tion,  thofe  who  have  been  the  authors  of  the 
moft  important  alterations,  whether  for  the 

better  or  the  worfe,  have  been  fupplanted 
by  inferior  agents;  becaufe,  having  obtained 
their  ©bjeft  by  flattering  the  people,  they 
then  wifh  the  hands  of  government  to  be 
Arengthened,  thelaw^to  be  put  in  force, 
and  the  future  exertions  of  thofe  to  be  re«» 

|SL  k  a  finuned, 
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ftraine^,  by  whom  the^  ob^Saed^  t&e& 
^wer.  But  oth^r  demagogy  ds  ftattupi 
who,  hatitig  no  part  H  the  oe#  |;iy«r^«i 
ment^  tell  the  people  that  many  iiB|m>Te* 
ments  are  ftill  neeckd ;  that  th^ir  n^w  giOM 
Ternors^  under  the  j^ret^Ace  of  rtftoiifig 
law  aiid  6rder|  want  to  tyrtonize  ovier  tibtti^ 
—They  idopt  fome  f4v€!)»fite  prigudjicci  of 
the  people^  abd  ofier  them  fomc  aow  j 
lege,  how^v^r  p6rnicimi0»  whicli  Itttsbeen 
hitherto  refufed,  and  fo  gain  ti^  tx«i6? 
dcnce ;  for,  thofe  who  pr^i:ufe  «ew  £viN:ii)r4 

^  • 

liave  a  great  advaAta^e  over  thoft  whoo  {MK 
men  in  mind  of  dd  cnc^r  ^1)4  HA  liivapgHf 
in  praife  of  Uceatiouf^Ca  ipk^ikst  ibc^^ukl^ 

tude  more  tbaa  one  v^kkh  lAciikfttfrt  timfi 
dience  to  law. 

Tbu8  the  £scond  clafs  of  kiadtffi  mP-^l^v:^ 
out  of  power  by  a  thirds  ^ho|  qfp^^  th«  S^agkti 
principles,  may  foon  be  exdu4e4.7  t^v> 
fourth  :^^  le  Peupk  S^ffyeitflMIe  i»|t»l<ift 

■  *  ^  > 

the  ]power,  md^  j^thouffab  4ii^4«4  i^  4ifr 

ferent 
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IW^nt  pftii%  iik«  ^  polyimt,  tvuy  (i» 
tached  portion,  (ittfervd^  itt  adivhf^  Md 
Aflfame^  H^  tlii^  fkulti^  and  eMrgf  df  tlM 
com^kte  fio^erelgti^ 

If  tht  prdent  ftate  of  dfikirs  eotitiBtte* 
mlicfa  bngef  9  anarchy  and  eonfufioti  tnuflt 
Overwh(elm  the  bnd ;  asntd  it  will  be  of  lit^di 
lAiportante  to  iwetched  individual,  whifc4 
ther  their  nrifery  is  derived  from  a  comhl^ 
ttadon  of  foreign  ifivaders^  or  their  own  in* 
«»raa!  diflendon^. 

But  a^a  Natiotiai  ConvieQtiofi^  from  ah 
Ihe  departmentb  of  France,  is  now  aflembled 
it  Paris,  and  as  ainotlittr  Ycry  unexpeded 
event  has  likewife  taken  place,  namely,  the 
retreat  of  the  Proffian  army,  it  might  be 
itnag^ntd  that  a  permainent  and  free  go- 
vemnu^t  wottld  fSllhe  eftabliflied.    It  intift 

«  « 

be  confefled,  however,  that  the  account  we 
hear  of  fome  of  the  deputies  does  not 
greatly^port  this  atpdS^^on :  thoii  eled* 
ed  by  the  department  of  Paris,  in  particular, 
7  are 
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an  neither  celebrated  for  taleiit^  am'  for  that 
degree  of  moderation  and  prudence  ^^hiclt 
the  times  require ;  and  many  augur  ill  of 
the  wifdom  of  the  Convention^  from  the 
precipitate  manner  in  which  they  agreed  to 
die  abolition  of  the  conftitution.  and  of 
royalty,  on  the  firft  day  of  meeting,  at  th« 
prppofltion  of  a  man  of  little  or  no  weight* 
Yet,,  on  the  meafiires  which  this  Conven* 
tlonal  Afiembly,  fach  as  it  is,,  fhall  adopt ». 
the  fate  of  the  extenfive  and  populous  na-^ 
lion  of  France,  perhaps  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  feems  in  a  confiderable  degree 
to  depend:  this  coniideration  excites  fb 
firong  a  deiire  of  being  witnefies  to  their 
proceedings,  that  we  have  refolved  to  fet 
cut  to-morrow  for  Paris,  through  part  of 
Brencjb  Flanders^  by  the  way  of  Lilli^:^ 


END  OP  THE  FIRST  TOtXTMfi^ 
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